



Second Session, 1942— No. 14. 


The Council met in the Le^jfislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 4th November, 1942, at 2-15 p.m., being the 
^fourteenth day of the Second Session of 1942, pursuant to section 62(2)(a) 
•of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury) was 
in tlie Chair. 


Obituary Reference. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, 1 feel over- 
burdened and overwhelmed with grief to have to make yet another obituary 
reference as regards the death of Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath Bose, and 
beg to move tla* following resolution : — 

“That ihis House places on record its deep senst^ of sonx)w at the sudden 
demise of Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath Bose and desires to 
convey its heartfelt condolences to the members of his bereaved 
family.” 

Sir, it is a sad irony of fate for this House that the cTuel hand of death 
should have taken away three of our honourable colleagues including 
^he Hon’ble President, within the very short space of a mouth and a half. 
Sir, Rju Bahadur Manmatha Nath Bose was a leading pleader of Midnapore 
and a notable {wlitical figure there. We had the pleasure of working with 
Ijim for about six years. Every honoimible member of this House was quite 
familiar wkh him and it is not necessary for me to dilate on the various 
qi^lities of his head and heart on this occasion, ^he Rai Bahadur was a 
quiet, unostentatious nineteenth century gentleman with progressive ideas 
of the 20th century. He was oourteous to al|. HRs sweet and silver voicje 
must be still ringing in our ears. One great thing that should be said of 
him was that although he spoke v^y seldom in this House, yet whenever 
he was on his legs his speech showed considerable legal acumen and broad 
common sense and thereby contributed very* largely to our debates. The 
House has lost one of its most experienced members and we have lost a 
common friend. We deeply moum his loss and desire that a message of 
condolence should be conveyed to the members^ of the bereaved family. Ifi 
Particular, we have to condole with the Progressive Party which has lost 
^oof its prominent members, Maharaja Sir Manmatha Nath Roy Chowdhury 
and Rai Bahad,ur Manmatha Nath Bose. With these words, I commend 
|my resolution to the acceptance of the House. 

^39 



OBITUARY REFERENCE. 


•r4TH Nov.. 


^400 


Mrs DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Resolution moved: that this Council 
places on record its deep sense of sorrow at the sudden demise of BJST 
Manmatha Nath Bose Bahadur and desires to convey its heartfelt^oondolences 
to the members of his bereiived family. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Mr. Deputy;' 
President, “Sir, I rise to support the resolution on behalf of the party which^ 

I h|ive the honour to represent. I knew Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath Bose 
from before. When I was at Midnapore several yeiirs ago as % Government ' 
servant, I made his acquaintance. 1 then saw what a popular figure he was 
there as -the Chairman of the Municipality of Midnapore. Thereafter, I 
met him here as a colleague and T know what a good gentleman he was and' 
what lively interest he used to take in all the legislative measures that 
came up for consideration before this (Jouncil during his time. He was a 
lawyer of considerable eminence and used to look at things from the lawyeh’s 
point of view. His judgments were alw^ays very sound and the reasonings 
advanced by him in support of his standpoint were also cogent. He was 
courteous to all and practically everyone was his friend in this House. 
We very much deplore his loss wliich has come to us as a sudden blow, 
because only the other day when we met him here he was hale and 
hearty. With these few words, on behalf of the Party which I have the^ 
honour to represent in this House, I very warmly associate myself with’^thA^ 
resolution 4 and desire that a message of cojidulence be conveyed to the,- 
bereaved family. 

Mr. W. B. C. LAIDLAW: It is with a lieavy sense of loss that I rise to 
refer to the death of Rai Bahadur Mnnmal ha Nath Bose, and my party feels 
his passing away deeply. He possessed that greatest •f all virtues in 
debate — an open mind ; when he spoke we always knew that we were listen- 
ing to the voice of real authority based on intimate knowledge of t^>^, 
problems that beset Bengal. Sine# 1908 he Tiad been a prominent figure* 
in public life, but it was in the field of the cx)-operative movement that he 
was outstanding. I had the privilege of l>eing associated with him on the 
Board of the Bengal Provincial Co-operative Bank and I knowtthat he was 
deeply concerned to pui Jbe affiairs of the co-operative movement on a better 
footing; and I also know that he used to work long hours at tBe bank often 
when his health was not'of ibe best. We who are lefi to carry on will surely 
miss his wise counsel. 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAK SiNHA, of Nashipu*!^ 

■ Mr. Deputy President, Sir, it is indeed very unfortunate that ^his Hon’bl|[ 
House should have lost the services of two of its popular members withiBW 

^b1i|«f space of time. Only yesterday Wfe passed a resolution cgi the demise 
of our late President and today we are called ^on to perform the mehyichbW 
duty of paying our tribute to the memory of the late Rai Babad^ 
Manmatha Nath Bose. Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath Bose was a prominent 
member of the Progressive Party to which I have the honour to belong. Elu 
sad death took place on the 18th October last when he was 74 years & 
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Igp. The Eai Bahadur was one of the leading lawyers of the Midnapore 
Bhr. As a, member of the Midnapore District Board for 80 years, as 
Chairman of the Midnapore Municipality for, 10 years, as Vice-President of 
Midnapore College and a Visitor to the Midnapore Central Jail, he had 
rendered splendid service to Midnapore. He was a pioneer, as lias been 
stated by the previous speaker, of the co-opemtive movement in this province. 
Se was the life and soul of the Midnapore (’entiMil (^o-operative Ikink and 
wuiS its first non-offickil Chairman. He was also a Director of the Provincial 
Co-operative iBank for several years. As a member of the Council, he was 
a great asset tf) this House; his speeches were very lielpf^ to its 
^deliberations and his views were always modei'ate. He was universiilly 
loved, as his fine qualities of head and heart made deep impression in the 
minds of those who came in close lonlact with him. He was the Deputy 
Leader of the l^rogressive Party to which I have the honour to belong, and 
it is a great blow to the Parly lo miss him 4it Ibis time. To me, Sir, his 
death is*u great personal loss. T vjilued his counsel most and. shall miss 
him till the end -of my days. May the fragrance of his memory be never lost 
to us. 1 offer my deepest symixithy and condolences to liis son, not only on 
my behalf but on behalf of my Paidy. May his soul resl in peace — a reward 
for which he well (|ualified himself by his manifold iu tivities in Ibis worbl 
i%>f ours. 


Mr. 8ACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, 
rise to associate myself with tlie tributes already p4iid by the previous 
..^jakers to the memory of the departed soul. We all knew the Eai Ikihadur 
very intimately and this House* will very much miss his familiar figure. He 
was a fine gentleman and commanded universal respect for his uniformly 
courteous manner, his keen sense of duty and, last but not the least, his 
bix)ad outlook. We cannot assess today the loss sustained by his death. 
h is indeed our great misfortune tlikt he ^u)uld be no longer in our midst 
to help us in our deliberations in this House with his mature knowledge. 
With these words, I support the resolution and I fully share the feelings 
expressed the Eaja Bahadur of Nasjppur, the leader of his party. 


Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMA|I: Sir, I rise to associate myself wutli 
the resolution which ha^ been moved b^' the Hon’Me Leader of the House 
regarding the sad death of our late b-Aneiited fnend Rai Bahadur Manmatha 
Nath Bose. My connection with him was for over 20 years — since pmidiciilly 
the begiiftiing of the co-operative movement of which lie was one of the 
-fioneers in this province. He believed v«ry firmly in the gospel of co-opera- 
ai\d dearoted his life and energy even at the sacrifi(;e ,of his lucrative 
practice for the improvement of the co-operative movement in Bengal. The 
oo-operative Movement will evjr remain grateful ior the services rendered to* 
by the late Eai Bahadur as Chairman of the Central Co-operative Bank of 
Midnapore. In the Council here, as has been said by previous speakers, he 
very oegent in his arguments and did his best to put up his case and 
jonght up to the last. Even though he was frequently defeated, the defeat 
did not baffle him. He was amiable and, as has been said by the Hcn’ble 



402 


OBITUARY REFERENCE. 


[i<m Nov., 


Leader of the House, was a 19th century gentleman in the real sense of thr ' 
word with progressive ideas of the 20th century. The whole House will 
miss hiin and it is our misfortune that we have missed three of our colleagues 
within such a short time. I offer on behalf of my party our sincereaL^ 
sympathy to the bereaved family and pray to God that his soul may rest 
in peace! 

Mr. HUM A YU N KABIR: Sir, it is, as has been said by the last 
speaker the melancholy duty of this House that we have to pay tribute to 
the mem(»y of three members within a very short time. Yesterday we ^ 
mourned the sad death of our late President and today we have to 
mourn the loss of a member who made the most valuable contribution to the 
debates of this House. T did not have the good fortune to know^ him before 
the constitution of this (’oiincil; but ever since we met, his sense of fairness, 
his equaniftiity and his moderation have always impressed me deeply. Even 
when paHy passions ran high, and there have been oc(‘asion8 when party 
passions did run high, when questions of disputed policy were discuissed, 
he held the scales even between the contending parties and always brought 
to the discussion of every question a scrupulous fairness and a consideration 
of its merits. I am sure this House will be the poorer by his absence, and 
I can only, on behalf of the members of the House, express our sense .of 
sympathy and condolence to the members of the bereaved family. We 
cannot solace them on such an occasion, but we can only say that it was 
a rich and valued life whicli he has contributed to Bengal in many respects 
and in many directions. Bengal will be poorer today by the loss of our 
revered colleague. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, T 
also rise to associate myself with the lentiments expressed in the House.^ 

It is well-known that the late Rai Bahadur had a very sweet disposition. 
He was courteous to all and even in the course of debates on matters in 
regard to which he felt very strongly, he ex])ressed himself as moderately 
as possible. Though he was a law/er, accustomed to fight out’^his points, 
still his innate gentlemanliness never left him. It was clei^r that hie 
modesty was not due to me^liocrity or deficiency ol intellect. He was a 
very sound lawyer and a competent investigator in legal matters. He was 
a great authority on the complicated tenancy laws of our province and in 
these matters his speeches will serve as a guide to investigatorj* of the 
future. As I said a moment ago, J^is modesty was due to consciousness oi^ 
superior knowledge and superior abilities * combined with a ^weet and 
gentlemanly disposition. 

With these few words, I support the resolution. 

Mr. KADER BAKSHfi Mr. Deputy President, Sir, I also rise to sqppffrt 
the resolution that has been moved by the Leader of the Hoifhe. Ever* 
member of this House knows fully well the sobriety and the sweetness oli 
temper of the departed Rai Bahadur. It is not to be doubted that he was a 
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mty remarkable figure in the domain of the legal profession. He was most 
inostentations in his manners and in his habits. We miss most keenly the 
ibsence of a man of his temperament today -in this House not only because 
[Jl^re have been so many parties here, but also because the death of a man, 
IS my learned friend Mr. Kabir has said, who held the balance between the 
contending parties so evenly, is a great loss to this House. Tliis is indeed 
a striking testimony to the sterling worth of our late lamented Rai Bahadur. 

With the^ few words, I beg to support the resolution moved by the 
Leader of the House. 

Rai Sahib JATI NDRA MOHAN SENS Mr. Deputy President, Sir, I beg 
Inost whole-heartedly to associate myself with the resolution whieli has been 
so ably moved by the Leader of the House and whicdi has been so eloquently 
referred io by all members who have spoken before me. Sir, 1 knew the 
Rai Bahadur for a long time. As one belonging to the same Pilrty I have 
found him to be sober and moderate in his views and he always took a very 
keen interest in all the questions that came uj) before the House for dis- 
cussion. Whenever we decided to take some sort of extreme view in any 
matter, he always dissuaded us as in his opinion such attitude would detract 
^rom the force of^the argument that was advanced on such matter. We 
always found him to be very moderate and, as a matter of fact, his 
iflioderateness was inherent from the family to which he belonged. Most 
of the members of his family held high Government posts and that also 
to a certain extent moderated his views, and as has been said by many of 
the members he dived deep into the questions which were placed before the 
House and his debates evoked keen interest among the members. We used 
to respect him as our elder brother and so his sudden demise is not only a 
personal loss but the loss is also great so far as the present (vouncil is 
Bcncerned. We pray that his soul may rest in peace. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Before putting the resolution to the 
House, I w^h to say that I full^ share the feelings of profound sorrow which 
have been so movingly expressdcl from different sections of this Council 
on the death of our esteemed colleague Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath Bose, 
Deputy Leader of the Progressive Party in the Council, which melancholy 
event took place on the 18th October last, and I join with the honourable 
members in offering our heartfelt sympathy to the bereaved family in their 
grievous * 1088 . ('ourteous in manners and amiable in temperament, a 
parliamentarian of considerable experience and above all a great gentleman 
of quie.t naiture, the late Rai Bahadur was a very popular figure in the 
public life of Bengal. 

After graduating in Law, Jhe Rai Bahadur joined the Midnapore District 
“^Bar and became one of the leading lawyers there in course of time. His 
sibtivities were not confined only to his professional sphere. Indeed, almost 
every useful public institution at Midnapore claimed his attention during 
kis fairly long public career. He was a member of the Midnapore District 
Board for 20 years and also the Chairman of the Midnapore Municipality for 
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10 years at a stretch from 1924 to 1934. He was a very energetic 
of the Midriapore (/entral Co-operative Bank of which he was the Secretary 
from 1914 to 1930. In recognition of his meritorious services in this sphere, 
the Rai Bahadur was made the first non -official Cliairman of the bank, 
was for several years an elected Director ot the Bengal Pn»vincial 
Co-operative Bank. As a reward for his various public services the title of 
Rai Bahadur was conferred on him in 1921. He was elected to the Bengal 
Legislative (Council in 1937, from the Bind wan Division South-West General 
Rural (Vmstituency. He iiNed to take a prijninent part in the proceedings 
of tliis House, particularly in connection with the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill, the Bengal Money-Jjenders Bill and the Bengal' 
Co-operative Societies (Amendment) Bill, his contributions beings always, 
remarkable for a sound grasp of the intricate principles involved therein. 
He was 74 at the time of liis death and is survived by his widow, a son and 
a daughter })esides a large number of admirers and friends to mourn his 
loss. May his soul rest in peace! With these few words, I will now put 
the resolution. 

The question before the House is;; that the House places on record its 
deep sense of sorrow at the sudden demise of Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath 
Bose and desires to convey its heartfelt condolences to the members of his 
bereaved family. ^ 

According lo the usual practice, I would request the honourable mem-i 
bers to signify their approval by rising in their places. 

(Thank you, gentlemen.) 

It will be my duty to see that the message of condolence is conveyed 
to the bereaved family. I adjourn the House till 2-15 p.m. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The (Council then Adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Thursday, the 5th 
November, 1942. 
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Members absent 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 4th 
ijovember, 1942: — 

(1) Bai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(2) Mr. S. C. Chakraverti. 

(3) Mr. Humayun Heza Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(5) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(ti),Mrs. K. D’Bozario. 

(7) Mr. K. K. Diitta. 

(8) Mr. K. ]j. (roswaiiii. 

(9) Kiian Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Khan. 

(10) MaiiJaiia Muhammad Akrain Khs^fl^Ni. , 

(11) Sir T. Lamb. 

(12) liJr. J. McFarlane. 

(13) Dr. li. I^. Mookerje(‘. 

(14) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(IT)) Mr. R. Pal Chowdhury. 

■%. 

(10) Khan Sahih Abul Quasem. 

(17) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(18) Mr. Altaf Ali. 
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BENCiAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


Second Session, 1S42— Nf. 15. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 5th November, 1942, at 2-15 p.m., being the 
fifteenth 4ay of the Second Session of 1942, pursuant to section 62 (2) (a) of 
tte Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Arrest of members of the Legislaturea 

36. Mr. LALif CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Horae Department be pleased to slate how many members of the 
Parliamentary Coalition Progressive Party of the Bengal Legislature have 
been taken into custody under the operation of the Defence of India Act or 
Eules.^ Who are they? 

(b) Did the Ilon’ble Minister examine the cases of each one of them? If 
so, with what results F 

(c) Are they still in jail? If so, how? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mn A. Fazlul Huq): (a) A list showing the names of the members of 
the Legislatiire, who have been taken into custody under the Defence of 
India Rules, is placed in the Lib^aiy. 

(h) Their cases are under consideration. 

(c) Yes. On the strength of the provisions of the rules shown against 
each in the list. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon 'Me Minister be pleased to 
state if it wi^ be convenient for him to place the list on the Table in this 
Clfamber rather than in the Library, so that we may look at it and know the 
names? It it impossible for- every member to go to the Library and have 
^a look at the list. 

The Handle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Tliat is a matter with which I 
ain not concerned it is a matter for the Council Dei^artinent. 

40* 
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Supplemantary quntion to question No. 37 which was answorstf on Kh 

Ootobor, 1M2. 

Mr. 8ACHINORA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: Sir, may I know whether the 
wife of Baba Biresh Chandra Chakrabarty can expect the allowance P 

The Hon'blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I will enquire into this matter. 

False personation at elections. 

3B. Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in cha^e of the 
Home Department be pleased to“ state — 

(а) if it is a fact tliat the offence of false personation at the polling of 

elections held for the Legislature has increased in Bengal; 

(б) what steps have the Government of Bengal taken or propose to take 

to prevent false personation and other corrupt practices at the 
elections to the Bengal Legislature; if not, why not; 

(c) whether the Government propose to make false personation a cog- 

nisable offence in Bengal by a suitable legislation ; if not, why ’ 
not; 

(d) whether Government are aware that in Madras, the United Pro- 

vinces, Bombay and the Punjab Acts have already been passed 
to make personation a cognisable offence; and 

(e) if so, whether the Government propose to pass a similar Act in 

Bengal; if not, why not? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (fj) No information to this 
effect has reacdied Government. 

(h), (c) and (e) False personation and other corrupt practices are already 
criminal offences. The department of Government concerned has also 
prepared legislation on the lines of the Bombay Criminal Procedure 
('Elections Offences) Amendment Act, 1935, with a view to making false 
personation at an election a cognisable offence. 

(d) So far as I am aw'are, similar Acts were^^passed in Bombay and the 
Punjab; I have no information as regards the other provinces. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleasedvto state wlien 
the legislation prepared by the department, as stated in answer (6), (c) and 
(e), will be introduced in the Bengal Legislature— on what date the proposed 
legislation ivill be introduced? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Sir, I do noU follow the 
question. 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: WiU the Hou’ble Minister be 
leased to state when is the Government going to introduce this legislation? 


. The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The Bill is ready and we hope 
to introduce it in the next session. 


Air Raids in Bengal. 

40. Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Ha^hipur: 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department, be pleased to 
make a comparative statement about the Air Eaids that have taken place in 
this Prt)vince with special reference to — 

(а) their number, date, time and places of oc^currence; 

(б) the nature and extent of damage; 

(c) the number of casualties; 

(d) the nature of Air Raid precautionary measures provided in those 

places; and 

(e) if any town had been bombed? 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I regret that on grounds of 
public security it is not possible to disclose the information asked for. 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA, of Nashipur: Will 

the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact that he made a statement 
on the subject a few days ago? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have nothing to add to what 
I have already stated. That covers my answer. 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nashipur: Is it 

not a fact that the Hon’ble +he Chief Minister made a statement in this 
House on this subject? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. 1C. FAZLUL HUQ: I have nothing to add to what 
I have said. My reply covers the whole thing. 

• 

Ra|a Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nashipur: Is it 

a fact'that^n the statement made by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister at that 
time he had disclosed (jertain facts regarding this matter? If that be the 
case, I cannot understand why he is saying now that it is not possible for 
him in the public interest to disclose those facts. 

The Hon’blo Mr. A, K, FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it is impossible for me a 
without transgressing the rules by which we are bound, to answer a question 
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like this. I can only say that there are certain facts, and the present one 
falls within them, which cannot be disclosed. I cannot give any further 
information. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Arising out of (e), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any town in Bengal has been 
bombed? 

The Hon’Mo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There are the newspaper 
reports. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; There is no sense in saying in 
reply to («) that on grounds of public security it is not possible to disclose 
the name of the town that may have been bombed. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as these news are con- 
cerned, they are first made available to the military authorities and after 
that they are circulated through well-recognised news agencies to the 
public. We have no authority to disclose those news. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Has the Government no oblige- • 
tion so far as this House is concerned to convey information which is not 
secret? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is not for me to answer the 
question as to how far I am bound by those rules. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Is the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
posted with all the information asked in question No. 40? 

The Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it is not possible for me 
to give tliat information either. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Did the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister read the question before coming to this House? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, fim I to answer that? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, the Chief Minister has read 
out the answer mechanically in the House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is not Pdtenga 10 miles away from 
Chittagong and not part of the town of Chittagong and as such this question 
does not form part of (e) of question No. 40? 


The Hofi’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say that. 



1942.J 


MESSAGE. 


411 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ OHOWDHURY: Arising out of (ff), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the place of occurrence is in 
the province of Bengal or not? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Whetlier it is in the pi'ovinoe of 
Bengal or not, I cannot add to what I have already said. 

Mfe LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is it not a fact that no bomb has fallen 
within the Chittagong Municipality? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have no information. 

Rafa Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA, of Nashipur: May 

I know whether there was any A.R.P. arrangement in the plAce where 
bombs fell ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I regret I cannot answer that 
question. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ OHOWDHURY: There is an adjournment motion 
on this subject. Possibly it may not be moved. The llon’ble Minister may, 
therefore, enlighten the House — without describing the details of the A.R.P. 
arrangements — as to why timely warning as regards air raids was not given; 
because according to our information there was no timely information 
given, the alert being 5 minutes after the raid began. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That question does not arise. Order, 
order. 

As the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur of Dacca will not attend the Council t/oday, 
question No. 42 standing in his name is passed over. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: What about question No. 41? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Thai has also been passed over. 

Mess.ge from the Duchess of Kent. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The following message was received by 
the late#Hon’ble President from Her Royal Highness Marina, the Duchess of, 
Kent, in reply to the message of condolence sent to her on behalf of the 
Council im connection with the death of His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Kent : — 

‘‘Buckingham Palace, London. 

Please convey to the Bengal Legislative Council my grateful thanks for 
their very kind message which has touched me deeply. 

Marina.” 
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The constable and the chowkidar controlled the rush to the best of their 
ability. In the meantime, there was some looting of dry fish in the fish 
market situated in the western side of the bazar. Soon after this, the rush 
in, front of Eadha Ballav’s rice shop increased j^radually and eventually 
abotit 5,000 people or more gathered there and demanded rice all at a time. 
They were very restless, which seemed to suggest as if they had some bad 
intention in their minds. The constable and the chowkidar did their utmost 
to control them but failed in their honest attempt. At this stage some 
of the people shouted “loot, loot.^’ Simultaneously with this, one Jabbar 
Shaikh of Dhurua, police-station Nandail, seized the constable by his kuri/i 
and another man give him a lathi blow on his hand. Some of these miscreants 
cried out to those present to tie up the constable and another tried 
liYisuccessfully to hit him on his head. Some others snatched away his lathis 
whereupon the constable ran away. Some of the mob were armed with 
axes, lathis y ram dao, iron rod, hammers, etc. About this time Eadha 
Ballav closed all the doors and the windows from inside. The people were 
battering against the doors and walls of the shop and were trying to break 
them open. Eadha Ballav, as he says, fired a few blank cartridges upward 
from inside the house. Simultaneously, the mob broke open the doors and 
the corrugated iron sheets and some of them were ordered to attack Eadha 
.Ballav when the lazier fired 10 to 15 shots aiming low towards the walls and 
the openings; but a large number of people had by then entered the shop 
anfi commenced looting of all articles. By this time, Eadha Ballav’s 
employees fled away by the back door and Eadha Ballav also ran away by 
the same door with his gun and took shelter in the house of a cobbler behind 
a jungle. Some of the mob chased him to some distance but came back. 
Articles to the value of about Es. Id, 000 or Es. 14,000, as Eadha Ballav 
says, were looted from his shop. The looters then rushed towards the east 
and having left untouched 3 or 4 Hindu shops situated to the east of the 
ghop of Eadha Ballav, attacked the shop of the biggest cloth merchant, 
Prem Sankar Dikshit, — an upcountry man aged 70 years — who has been 
carrying on business here for about 50 years. The mob broke open the shop 
ond looted away new clothes to the value of about Es. 15,000. Prem 
Sankar Diksllit took a dao in baud, injured a number of men (the exact » 
number of which he could not say, saying that he was not in proper mood 
then) and fled away by the back door. Eadha Ballav also cannot say, on 
the same ground, as to how many shots he had fired or from which place and 
direction throughout his struggle. Prem Sankar and all his employees 
received iiyuries while struggling with the looters. The looters then ran 
away in different directions. On their retreat, a portion of the mob attacked 
the godown ^ Brindaban Bajpayee in the south-east corner of the bazar, 
broke open the godown and looted about 20 maunds of paddy and 25 or 30 
maunds of ji^te. In course of looting a choukidar ran to the Atharabari 
zemindar’s house and informelfi about it, whereupon a number of the 
employees and darwans of the zemindar came with 4 guns and fired about 
15 to 20 shojis in the air (including blank shots, as they say) when the mob 
dispersed. Thirteen injured men (12 having gunshot injuries) were 
sujwequently traced between 5th October, 1942, and 10th October, 1942. 
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Some of the injitred men say that the darwans of Atharabari zemindar 
opened fire and injured some of them ; but the zemindar’s superintendent says 
that he deputed 4 officers with gun and it was they who fired several shots. 
These officers are reported to be retainers of the guns used. About 125 
Muslims and 4 Hindus were apprehended after the Atharabari zemindar’s 
men came and before the officer in charge of the Iswarganj thana could 
arrive. These men were arrested by the police and sent up io Mymensingh. 
First information was recorded by the officer in charge of the Iswarganj 
thana and the matter is now pending before the Magistrate. Of course, we 
are not going to discuss this matter in all its details, as it is now pending 
before the Magistrate. But it appears that as a matter of fact there was 
a rush for the purchase of rice which was selling at a lower rate ,at Radha- 
ballav’s shop than at other shops in the bazar. There was struggle between 
the shopkeeper and his men and the zemindar’s men on the one side and the 
rioters on the other. The mob got impatient and cried ^‘loot”, “loot”; and 
the Leader of the Opposition, being a senior Magistrate once, knows the 
mentality of a mob when they are excited. As a matter of fact, this 
occurrence had nothing to do with dearness of the price of rice. It was due 
to the fact, so far as it appears from the report, that everybody wanted to 
get that rice which was selling at a lower price than elsewhere in the bazar. 
Then, there was that scuffle and the contagion sprf»ad like wild file* 
and there was a general looting. (Khan Bahadur Saiyed Mxjazzamuddin 
Hosain: The price was fixed by the police?) Yes, the price of that 300 
maunds of rice was fixed by the police. The police asked that shopkeeper 
not to sell the rice at Rs. 11 or Rs. 12 as he did in the previous hats, but to 
sell at Rs. 9-8 per maund net. There was a rush at the shop at the first 
instance due to the small quantity of rice to be sold at a lower price 
which attracted a large crowd there; and then in the ordinary course, it 
transformed itself into a general bazar looting. There was no indication 
that there was dearth of rice in that particular locality. The people only 
wanted to avail themselves of the rice which was selling at a lower price. 
From the facts of the case, it might very well be taken that this was an 
instance of simple bazar looting for which the Government can in no way 
be held responsible. Government has sent up for trial several Hindus and 
Muslims who were arrested in that hat. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: May 1, Sir, ask 
one or two questions? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: We want to 
know whether there was sufficient quantity of rice at the bi^zar; why the 
police did not also control the price of oth%r retail rice-sellers; whether 
it is not a fact that the Atharabari zemindar’s people fired at the hat-going 
people after the looting was over; whether they fired at the innocent people 
two hou;pi after the looting was over, when innocent people were making 
their purchases in the hat. We want to be enlightened on these points, 
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Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, before ithe Hon’ble 
Minister replies, may I put some questions so that bo might replj^ to all the 
questions at a time. The Honourable the Leader of the House has stated that 
dearness of prioe cannot be assigned as the imsuediate cause of this rioting. 
But is he certain that if rice were sold at lls. 12 a maund on that day, there 
would not have been any riot P Then, he says that there was rush at this 
particular shop because no other rice sliop was selling rice at that lower 
price in tliat bazar. But, Sir, may I ask whether (iovernment had no 
responsibility in the matter of supply of rice at a controlled price when 
there wa.s acute scarcity of rice in that locality, when it w'as lM\yond tlie 
economic capacity of tlie people to buy rice even at Bs. 9-8 per maund P 
Of course, it is a .matter which is suh judice; but the Honourable the 
Leader of the House has stated that four olfi(‘ers with certain durwans of 
the Atharabari zemindars came with 4 guns and fired blank shots at the mob, 
and that 125 Muhammadans and 4 Hindus were arrested; but how does he 
account for the fact that when the looters numbered 4,000 or o.tKK), it was 
possible for these 4 officers with 2 durwans and a few scared shopkeepers, 
who were running away, to arrest 129 persons? Is it not a fact that the 
firing was not made in the evening although the looting was over by 
3 p.m.? (Mr. K. C. Roy Chowdhury : Sir, are these questions or a 
speech?) It is everything. We want to make these points clear, as on the 
replies thereto will depend whether we shall move the adjournment motions 
or not. As I was saying, our information is this. By 2 o’clock the riot 
was over. One shop was looted and one or two other shops were attempted 
to be looted. But tlie actual firing took place at about 4 or 5 o’clock. 
Time was taken for going to the Atharabari zemindar’s house from the 
market place and then they sent their men who fired upon the innocent 
/i^if-going persons. The looters could not possibly be in the market at that 
time and all the firing was done upon the persons who had nothing to do 
with looting. In this view of the matter, there could not have been any 
justification for the firing. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY i Sir, the Hon’ble Minister’s state- 
ment does not disclo.se the number of fatalities or of those who succumbed to 
injuries received. 


Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: I understood from the statement of the 
Hon’bli Minister that this particular shopkeeper was offering for sale three 
hundred maunds of rice at the controlled price. The people there came to 
know, thaif only upon this quantity of rice to be sold by this particular shop- 
keeper the control price will apply when rice was being sold in other shops 
at uncon t!*olled price. Therefore, Sir, was it not to be expected in the 
natural course of things that there would be a very great rush of people to 
avail themselves of rice at the controlled price from this shop? Why was 
not this Anticipated and why sufficient police force was not kept ready to 
prevent untoward occurrence? * 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It Ues with the Hon’ble Minister to 
declSe whether he is prepared to give a reply to the questions or not; if, 
however, the matter is suh judice, he need not reply. 

tlr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I enquire, Sir, whether on a 
matter which is admittedly sub judice, I am not entitled to rise on a point 
of order, irrespective of whether the gentle?nan who is replying to the 
question is a Minister or not? If the matter is really suh judice, 
then I am entitled to raise this point of order and I thinJs that the Hon’ble 
Minister cannot reply to any question on that point. It does not matter 
whether the Minister is prepared or willing to answer. 

Tlw rton’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Well, the official 
information is that the looting, I mean, the trouble started at 2 o’clock. 
Information had to be sent to the Atharabari zemindar’s cutchery which 
was at a distance of over a mile. My further information is that, I mean 
the case for the prosecution is that, while looting was going on the zemin- 
dar’s men came with loaded guns and fired at the mob, which had the effect 
of dispersing a good many of the people. As regards the question put by 
Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury as to how it comes about that out of the 4,000 
or 5,000 people gatjiered there in the market, only 129 people were arrested, 
I may say that by the time guns were fired, almost all the people had 
disappeared; that is to say, there were not many people present when the 
zemindar’s men came and began firing. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: But I understood the Hon’ble 
Minister to mean that firing started immediately after looting. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABEHJL KARIM: No. no. 1 said 

4hat the looting started at 2 o’clock or thereabout; an allowance may be 
made for about half-an-hour for the looting to commence. Therefore, while 
looting was going on the zemindar’s men fired at the mob with the object 
of dispersing the crowd and saving their property, because the zemindars 
are the proprietors of that baiinr and they would be within their rights to 
defend their property . 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a point of order. Sir. If 
the Hon’ble Minister makes such categorical statements about the hour 
when the ^ring and other things started, then this will greatly prejudice 
the case. We do not want him to give any opinion about the time of the 
occurrence afld the facts; we want a certain report only. But he is now 
elaborating upon the time and like a lawyer trying to fix upon a time. We 
do not want Bim to give his opinion ; we only want the facts as they actually 
happened. 

The Hofi^ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Well, the statement 
that I have read out has been obtained from the police and it is to the effect 
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that while looting was going on, say at 3 or 4 o’clock — of course, I do not 
know exactly when — the zemindar’s men came and used their guns in" the 
best way they could which had the effect of dispersing the rowdy mob from 
that place. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please say whether any person alleged to have fired the gun has been sent 
up for trial? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I am not in a 

position to say that. But from the fact that 125 Muslims and 4 Hindus 
have been arrested, I gather that probably those four might be the retainers 
of the gun. The whole matter is before the Magistrate and it is for thp 
Magistrate to say whether it was a case of retaliation or whether it was a 
case of saving their private property. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. On the Tth October last 
I received notices of three adjournment motions. When I was about to take 
them up one by one, Professor Humayun Kabir moved for papers and 
suggested that if after the statement made on behalf of the Government 
Opposition were not satisfied, then they might move the adjournment 
motions. In response to this suggestion, the Honouraole Leader of the 
House agreed to make a statement and the Opposition agreed to await it. 
That statement has just been made. May I now take it that the honourable 
members who gave notices of the adjournment motion are satisfied with the 
statement and will not press their adjournment motions? 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED |«UAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: So far as 

those adjournment motions are concerned, we are not pressing them 
because we have got a more important adjournment motion which relates 
to a more recent occurrence. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, we are not satisfied with 
the statement made by the Honourable Leader of the House. 

Khan 8ahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, I put a d4&iite question to the 
Honourable Leader of the House which has not been touched by him in 
his answer. May I have a reply? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Order, order. That matter is closed 
now. I have received another set of adjournment motions which I am 
putting one by one, in order of priority. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed, are you going to move your motion No. 1? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: No, Sir. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, with regard to item 3 of the list of 
adjournment motions, I would request you to follow the precedent which has 
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been established in this House and of which we have just now had an 
instlince. In this case also, papers may be called for regarding the firing 
incident near the Puran Thana mosque in Eishoreganj which has created 
great excitement in the minds of the public of Bengal. I can assure the 
mefiibers of the Opposition that members on this side of the House are no 
less anxious to have the full report placed before the public with regard to 
this incident. After all the facts are before the House, if it is thought that 
the action of the Government is not satisfactory, the Opposition will have 
every right to do whatever they think best. So, I move that with regard to 
this shooting incident near the Puran Thana mosque in Kishoreganj, 
Government should place all relevant facts before the House. Sir, I have 

moved for the papers and it is for you to admit it, or not. 

0 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Motion No. 2 also 
stands in the name of Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I do not move it. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion No. 3 stands in the name of 
Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzaniuddin Hosain. 

Khan Bahadur* SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Yes, Sir, I 
am going to move motion No. 3 and I beg leave of the House to move it. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: May I take it that the House has 
granted leave to the Khan Bahadur to move his motion 

Mr. HUIAAYUN ^BIR: Sir, what about my suggestion to call for 
papers on the subject being placed befora^ the House in the first instance? 
^With regard to this motion, J have moved that papers may be called for. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: But if the members press for formally 
moving the motion, I cannot stop them. Is it the pleasure of the House to 
allow the honourable member tr move his motion? 

Mr. LALIT CH/(llbRA DA8: No, no. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: As there is no objection, the Khan 
Bahadur may move his adjournment motion. 

Khan BaAadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, I beg to 
move that this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent pdblic importance--* — 

Mr* DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur, the proper form to 
move your adjournment motion would bet “I beg to move that the Council 
do now adjourn**. 
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Thd HOfi’Md Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQ: Sir, before you allow the 
adjournment motion to be moved, may I make a statement before the 
House ref^rardin^ this motion P 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: But I have already allowed the adjourn- 
ment motion to be moved. I am sorry you did not follow the proceedings 
of the House. When I was examining the question of admissibility or 
otherwise of the adjournment motion, you told me that you had no 
objection. So, I allowed the motion to be moved. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQ: But, Sir, I have got to place 
certain information before the House before you allow this motion to be 
moved. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I have already allowed it. You may 
make your statement after the Khan Bahadur has moved the motion. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: May I 

proceed to move my motion? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, I beg to 
move that this Council do now adjourn its business to discuss a definite 
matter of urgent public importance, nameljr, the shooting by the police on 
a peaceful Muslim crow’d within the premises of Puran Thana mosque in 
Kishoreganj town of MymenArifeh district on i^e nigl^t of the Iftth October, 
1&42, at 11 p.m. resulting in 4 diaths and*lli persons ibjured. 

* 

Ths Hon’bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, what I mean to say is 
this: I have no objection to the honourable Leader of the Opposition 
moving this motion. But as the matter under adjudication in a court of 
law, I am merely drawing your attention' to the clear provision of rule 89 
of the Council Procedure Rules. Rule 89 says, “Subf^^ct to the provisions 
of these rules, any member may move a resolution relating to a matter of 
general public interest: 

Provided that no resolution shall be admissible which does not comply 
with the following conditions, namely: — 

(c) it shall not refer to any matter which is under adjudication by a 
court of law 

Now. Sir, I did not object to the motion being moved. What I 
thought was that I should state before the House what the circumstances 
really Vrer^ I submit that rule 89 prohibits the discussion of this matter 
which is i^er adjudication in a court of law. Even if through mistake 
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I 4id not object at the time of moving the motion, the fact remains that 
the discussion of this matter might prejudice the trial of this case. I 
have got all the facts with me. I will m^e a full statement later on. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, the Hon’ble Home 
Member had his opportunity. The objection could be taken at that time 
but no objection was taken. When the motion has been allowed by you, 
it presupposes that you have done so over-ruling all objection that could 
be raised. Secondly, Sir, the question as to whether the matter is suh 
judice is a matter for the Chair to decide, because the particular case 
which is before the court may not be touched by this adjournment motion, 
and the adjournment motion may confine itself to ctlier facts and circum- 
stances which may not prejudice the pending case. 

The Hotl'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQS Immediately after the occur- 
rence, cases were started by the police against Hindus and Muslims and 
some of the cases are before the court. Now, Sir, as soon as I was 
informed that the matter is sub judice, I brought it to your notice. At the 
time of putting the motion, I did not know that the matter was sub judice. 
But as soon as the same was communicated to me, it is my duty to point 
out to you that^if you allow a discussion on this subject, you will be 
infringing a mandatory provision of law. Rule 89 is mandatory. I may 
also add that in the discussion points are bound to crop up which will have 
to be decided by the court 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AINS Rule 89 
refers to resolutions whiqh is a quite different thing. The Hon'ble Minister 
has been referring to cases whic^ have been instituted by the police against 
persons who hsAl keen injutled by 'gun-shot and it is not unknown that the ' 
police shield themselves i^ thi^ manner. If we are prevented from dis- 
cussing such an important matter, there should not be any provision for 
adjournment motion at all. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHDWDHURY: Sir, it is quite apparent that 
the Chief Minister is trying to 4ake shelter behind a technical point. So 
far as the adjourament motion is concerned, this assurance can be given 
that those persons against whom cases have been started or allegations have 
been made, will not be touched and tp that extent there will be no prejudice 
so far as the cases are concerned. Therefore, sir, the rest of the occurrence, 
namely, firing and other things can be discussed. The Chief Minister has 
not said — nor can he say, that any police officer has been put on trial. 
Therefore, *sub-rule (c) of rule 89 cannot apply so far as this adjournment 
motion is concerned. Secondly, Sir, I do not believe that the information 
he now conveys to you aboift the case being sub judice was not known to 
him at the time when permission was given by the Chair. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, &e point which seems to have been 
raised is twofold: the first is that if an objection on the ground that a • 
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case is suh judice has to be raised at all, it should be raised at an earlier 
Btage ; that is the first ground. The second ground is that even if a case is 
sub judice, it does not affect the matter under consideration before the House, 
I would submit that both these contentions are mistaken. With regard to 
the first point that the question should be raised at an earlier stage, I think 
there was a certain amount of misunderstanding and confusion in the 
House. I had moved for papers; but, Sir, you made no reference to 
that and some of us were not sure what exactly you were asking the House 
to decide — whether it related to the moving of the adjournment motion or 
whether it related to my motion calling for papers. Besides, if there 
is a definite provision in the rules which govern the proceedings of this 
House, objection can be raised at any time. There is a definite rule in our 
Eules of Business that a point of order can be raised at any time and 
nothing in contravention of any rule can be permitted at any stage. 
Therefore, even if the Hon'ble Chief Minister did not raise the point about 
the matter being suh judice earlier, I think it is nevertheless within his 
competence to raise that point whenever it occurs to him or whenever his 
attention is drawn to that fact. That leads me to the second contention 
of the Opposition, namely, that this adjournment motion can be discussed 
without referring to matters which are sub judice. This is the contention of 
Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury who is an able lawyer and can always make 
something out of nothing. His plea is that although the court will discuss 
and come to a decision on other matters, the actual firing will not be made 
a matter for investigation. I submit that these two elements cannot be 
separated. If certain persons have been brought under trial, they have 
been brought under trial for circumstances of which one element was the 
incident of firing. Therefore, in apportioning blame or punishing any 
person the question of firing will also have to be taken into consideration. 
On the other hand, the question of firing cannot be uofissidered without 
raising the question of apportioning blame between the different officers 
and the members of the public. These two elements may be distinct but 
they are not different; they cannot therefore be separated. Accordingly, 
none of the two contentions of the Opposition is tenable. On the other 
hand, if the case is suh judice, it would then be difficult for the House to 
discuss the matter. I would in this view of the case, therefore, ask you 
whether it would not be advisable to have a complete statement made by 
the Hon^ble Chief Minister and if that statement is not considered satis- 
factory by the Opposition, the Opposition may be given an opportunity to 
ventilate the matter through an adjournment motion. 


Mfi KADER BAICSHj , May 1 speak a few words on this matter Irom 
the point of view of law? My learned friend Mr. Kabir is n6t a lawyer 
though he seems to know law. (Mr. Humayun Kabir : He is a lawyer but 
does not practise law.) I do not know that he has read law but he 
seems to know law as well as any lawyer. Still, I must say that 
he is mistaken about his ideas about the legal aspect of cases that are 
sub judice. What are the facts? We have got the information' from the 
Chief Minister that some cases have been started against some people as 
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riot^fi. The question involved in this case, the issue that will have to be 
judged by the court in this case, is whether these people are rioters at all 
or not, whether they committed any action which amqunts to rioting. 
Thgt is the only question that will have to be gone into by the court of law 
and that is the only question, the only issue that is suh judiccy and nothing 
else. If there has been any firing, then the firing will not be any issue 
for the court to decide. It may be a side-issue and may not be com'erned 
with the case which is now suh judice; it may be a different matter 
altogether. There is no case against the police who opened the firing. If 
there is no case regarding firing and if it is not a question which is suh 
judice, then there is no reason why it cannot be discussed. It is only a 
Jegal quibble and I think my friend Mr. Kabir is taking shelter behind 
this legal quibble, and his arguments will not hold water. Sir, in these 
•circumstances, I would request you to consider the whole question and see 
whether it is really suh judice. If it is not, 1 do not see any reason why 
the motion should not be admitted, as the matters involved in the motion 
will not at all be affected. I submit this not as a party member, not as a 
Muslim, but as a lawyer. It is not at all suh judice. This question could 
never be raised as an issue before the court in connection with the cases that 
have been instituted. Then, Sir, the members of the House know fully 
well that the moti(fh can be moved only wdth the permission of the House, 
and objection, if any, will have to be taken then and there. On being 
satisfied that no objection was raised, you, Sir, gave permission for the 
motion being moved. No objection was taken by any one at that time — 
either by the Home Minister or by any one else. So, everything is all right 
and there is no bar to the moving of this motion before the House. 

Mt. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a point of order, Sir. The point 
taken by-fhe Opposition members is: whether the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
caised his objectipn in proper time. I say, Sir, that he did raise the 
objection in proper time. The proper time was when the honourable 
Leader of the Opposition was formally moving his motion. His motion came 
before the House when he actually moved and as soon as he did so, the 
Hon’ble Minister gave the ii» formation to you that the case was suh judice. 
That is a fact and need not be doubted. The point for decision now is; 
whether in the circumstances you can allow the motion to be moved and 
discussion to be carried on. This is the simple point. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I do not want to give a ruling on this 
point off-hand. I propose to give my ruling on the. next day. In the 
meantiini, I should like to pass over this matter. But if I allow the motion 
to be moVed in my ruling, I shsCll waive the rule regarding urgency 

Mr. HAMTIDUL HU^ CHOWDHURY: Sir, the rule of 13 members 
agreeing to the adjournn^ent motion may also be waived. 

Mr, DEBUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, I shall also take into account that 
fact. A point of order has been raised by the Hon’ble Chief Minister^ 
and I shall give my ruling on that point of order. 

41 
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m carried, bare justice will be doue to that great community which is Titally 
inlcrested i^ primary education in Bengal. In this amendment I propose 
tkat out of the members who will form the Central l^rimary Education 
pommittee, only 7 will be Muslims, other 7 'will be Hindus and one will be 
member who may be European or may belong to other community. 
The other day objection was taken by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das that Europeans 
were proposed to be given representation on the Central Committee. But 
my friend has forgotten the services — the meritorious services — rendered by 
the missionaries for the cause of primary education. Out of that gratitude, 

I want one seat being allotted to the Europeans having interest in primary 
education. I also think that two Muslims should be there out of the 5 
nominated seats. Sir, as section stands now, only 5 elected seats have been 
reserved for Muslims and there is no provision for reservation of seats for 
Muslims among the nominated seats. Out of o nominated seats, 2 have been 
reserved for Depressed Classes and no seat has been reserved for the Muslims. 
The Muslims should be in a majority, or at least in equal number. Sir, I 
think I can appeal to every section of the House to rise to the ()C(‘asi(>n by 
accepting this amendment and thus do justice to the Muslim community. 

I point out to Mr. Das that* here is an occasion for him to do justice to the 
Muslim cause and thus advance the cause of Hindu-Muslim rapprochement 
which is dear to qjur heart. I appeal to the Leader of the House to accept 
this amendment. With these words, J commend tin’s amendment to the 
acceptance of the Souse. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that for sub-clause 
(7) of clause 2 of the Bill, the following be substituted, namely; — 

“(i) in clause (c) of sub-section (/), for the words, “two shall be 
representatives of the depressed classes’, the words ‘one shall 
be representative of the Scheduled Castes and one woman 
interested in education, two Moslems and one European’ shall be 
substituted.” 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Sir, 1 rise to oppose this amendment 
and my reasons for ojiposing the motion are exactly the same as the* reasons 
which I adduced against motion No. fi, for in substance the two motions 
are the same. Now, Sir, in referring to my speech on motion No. 6, my 
friend Mr. Nur Ahmed says that I did not do justice to tlie Europeans. 
Sir, when I gave my reasons as to why Europeans need not go in for the 
Rural Primary Education Committee some of the members of the European 
group were jiresent and they were conviiu ed by the arguments that I 
advanced on that occasion. The fact that none of them is present here 
today shows that they are not at all anxious to be on the Primary Education 
Committee. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, 1 beg to 
support the amendment moved by my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed. It is a very 
fair proposal. Instead of increasing the number of seats, he propose* this 
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amendment. It provides for women representation on the committee and 
at the same time all the hve seats are re-distribnted in such way that a 
fair proportion of Muhammadans may be on the committee. The Act, as 
it stands, reserves in section 4 only five seats for Muhammadans 
out of 17 seats. But if this amendment is accepted, two more 
seats will be given to Moslems ; that is seven only will be reserved 
for Muslims out of 17 seats, which is not at all an unfair proposition. As 
a matter of fact, in the matter of primary education Moslems are more 
interested than the Hindus. If the figures of Moslem boys reading in 
primary schools are taken into account, then it will be found that the 
number of such boys is more from the Muslim community than from the 
Hindu community. So, it is a very fair amendment, although I feel that it 
is less than fair to the Muhammadan community. For I think they ought 
to get more than three seats out of the five to be appointed by nomination, 
and at the same time there should be provision for a Muslim woman. 
Therefore, I think the amendment makes a very fair proposal and should be 
accepted by the other side of the House. 


Tha Hon’bid Khan Bahadur Mi ABDUL KARIM s Sir. I have given my 
most careful consideration to this amendment and find myself unable to 
accept it. , 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AT1I: What is your 
reason, pleased 


Mr DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is the 
amendment of Mr. Nur Ahmed that for sub-clause ( 1 ) of clause 2 of the Bill, 
the followin;^ be substituted, namely: — 

‘‘(7) In clause (c) of sub-section (/), for the words ‘two shall be 
representatives of the depressed classes’, the words ‘one shall be 
representative of the Scheduled Castes and one woman interested 
in education, two Moslems and one European’ shall be 
substituted.” 

The motion being put, a division was challenged with the following 
result: — 


Ahmed, Mr. Nur. 

Azli, Khan Sahib Abdul. 

Hoeain, Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muaiaam-uddln. 


AYES— 7. 

Molla, Khan Sahib SubMail. 
Momin, Begum HamMa. 
Quatem, Khan Sahib Abul. 
Singh Roy, Sir B. P. 


NOES— SO. 


Barua, Mr. D. L. 

Choudhury, Mr. Moazzemall. 
Chewdhury, Mr. Khorehed Alam. 
Ohowdhury, Khan Bahadur Rezaaqui 
Haider. 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. 


Dat, *Mr. L. C. 

Jan, AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Shallih 
Mohd. 

Kabir, Mr. Humayun. 

Karim, Hon*ble Khan Bahadur M. 
Abdul. 
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Mfftni, Rai Bahadur B. M. 
mdl^arlana, Mr. 4 , 

Maakarjae, Mr. N. N. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur Ataur. 
RlOf, Rai Sahib J. N. 

Ray, Mr. N. N. 


Roy, Mr. A. O. 

Roy Chowdhury, M^ B. K. 
Sanyai, Mr. 8. N. 

Son, Rai Sahib J. M. 

Stnha, Raja Bahadur B. N. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. 
For the motion 7; against the motion 20. Therefore, the amendment is 
negatived. 


Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, T heg to move tliat in clause 2 of the Bill, 
in 8ub-cjause (7), paragraph (a) he omitted. 

Sir, the paragraph referred to runs as follows: — 

“In section 4 of the Bengal (Ilural) Primary Education Act, 1930 
(hereinafter referred to as the said Act), — 

{I) in clause (c) of sub-section (/) — 

(a) for the word ‘five’ the word ‘seven’ shall be substituted.” 

Sir, by this amendment I want to show that (government may very well 
provide one or two seats for women. When I wanted to imdude women 
members in the Central Committee, tlie Education Minister stated that there 
was already provision for it in clause (r) where it is laid down that out 
of 5 members to be nominated by (lovernment one or two may be women, 
and as such there is no necessity for providing jiarticularly for it in the 
Bill by any amendment. It is an irony of fate that Government has come 
out with a proposal to increase the number of nominjited persons from five 
to seven. Government says that it is necessary in order to provide seats 
for women in the Central Committee. On going through the sulMdause 
(c), we find that Government has tried to nominate 5 of which two seats 
are reserved for the Depressed Classes leaving 3 more. If the Government 
desires to nominate, it can easily nominate one or two women in the 
Central Committee. There is a’osolutely no necessity for increasing the 
number from 5 to 7. Therefore, I propose that paragraph (a) may be 
omitted. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 2 
of the Bill, in sub-clause (7), paragraph (a) he omitted. 

Tho Hon’biB Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM. Sir, the reason for 
raising •the liumber from 5 to 7 is so obvious that T need not waste the 
time of the House by any argument. I oppose the amendment. 

(Ehan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain rose to spttak.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: If any honourable member wants to* 
speak on any particular amendment, he should rise before the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Bill rises to reply. 
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The question before the House is that in clause 2 of the Bill, in sub- 
clause (i), paragraph (a) be omitted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mfi NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause (2) of clause 
2 of the Bill, for paragraph (b), the following be substituted, namely: — 

‘‘(6) after the words ‘of whom* the words ‘two shall be women — one 
Hindu and one Moslem, connected with primary education and* 
shall be inserted; and**. 

By this amendment, I propose that out of two seats provided in the 
amending Bill for women, one should be reserved for Hindu women and 
one for Muslim women. I also want to provide that these members should 
be connected with and interested in primary education. 1 have inserted 
this for safeguarding the interest of primary educ^ation. Since the Leader 
of the House, who is in charge of the Bill, said that there may not be any 
Muslim qualified to be nominated by Government, I propose in this amend- 
ment to reserve one seat for Muslim women. I think this is a very 
reasonable amendment and I hope for the sake of justice the Hon*ble 
Minister in charge of the Bill will accept this amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause 
(2) of clause 2 of the Bill, for paragraph (b), the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

“(6) after the words ‘of whom* the words ‘two shall be women — one 
Hindu and one Moslem, connected with primary education and’ 
shall be inserted; and**. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAIZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I support the 
amendment. This does not make any addition. It only provides that one 
of the two nominated women seats shall be Muslim, and 1 think our honour- 
able friends sitting over there will support this. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: My honourable 
friend on the Opposition may rest assured that if there are two women, 
one would be a Muhammadan. But I do not want the law to be made too 
rigid. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that 
in sub-clause (2) of clause 2 of the Bill, for paragraph (b), the following 
be substituted, namely: — 

“(6) after the words ‘of whom* the woinis ‘two shall be women— one 
Hindu and one Moslem, connected with primary education and* 
shall be inserted; and**. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 
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Wr. NUR AHMED: Sir, t beg to move that in Bul>*clauee { 1 ) of clauBe 
2 of the Bill, for paragraph (6), the following be substituted, namely: — ' 

a 

‘^(6) after the words ‘of whom’, the words ‘two shall be women — one 
Hindu and one Moslem and’ shall be inserted; and” 

Sir, this amendment is more or less on the same lines as the previous 
one with the exception that the words “connected with primary education” 
are not there. Here, I have given free choice to (jovernment to nominate 
one Hindu and one Muslim. Just now the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Bill has given us an assurance that he will nominate a Muslim woman. 
Tf that is so, there cannot he any objection to this amendment being added 
to the proposed Bill. Sir, it will secure for all time one seat for Muslim 
women. There is no guarantee that the Hon’ble Minister will continue in 
charge of the Education Department and that his successor will carry out 
his assurance. He may nominate two women from the other community 
and in that case the interest of the Muslim community will suffer. So, I 
request the Hon’ble Minister to accept the amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause 
(i) of clause 2 of the Bill, for paragraph (6) the following be substituted, 
namely : — • 

“(h) after the words *of whom’, the words ‘two shall be women— one 
Hindu and one Moslem and’ shall be inserted; and”. 

\ 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I beg to 
support the amendment whic^h has been moved. My reason is that it is 
desirable that in the matter of Muslim representation the law should be 
rigid though the Hon’ble Minister has said that he does not want the 
law to be rigid. He cannot tolerate rigidity. Why then the law has been 
\nade so rigid and the quota of appointments to the Public Services has been 
fixed for the future? 

Mf. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a point of order. Sir. My friend 
was referring to the speech of the Hon’ble Minister which he delivered in 
connection with the previous amendment and he has very good reason to 
refer to that speech because amendments Nos. 11 and 12 are exactly similar. 
Therefore amendment No. 12 cannot stand, because amendment No. 11 has 
already been voted out. 

D 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: No, Sir, the 
two am^dments are different. Amendment No. 12 is not altogether the 
same as amendment No. 11. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But I maintain Sir, that in essence 
the two amendments a^e exactly the same. 

.Hr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: There is, however, a slight difference. 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED, MUAZZAMUDDiN HOBAINi That is why 

say that rigidity is necessary in this case 

Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DASs On a point of order again^ Sir. 
Supposing that this amendment is pressed to a division and we lose: what 
will be the effect so far as amendment No. 11 is concerned, we having carried 
it already? If amendment No. 12 is carried, shall we lose amendment 
No. 11? 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Yes, you will 
lose that amendment. 

Mr^ LALIT CHANDRA DASs No, that cannot be. For if two identi- 
cal amendments are moved and one is carried, the other cannot be moved at 
all. Therefore amendment No. 12 cannot be moved. 

Mri DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Das ought to know that no ruling 
can be given by the Chair on a hypothetical case. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: For the same 
reason, I say that rigidity must be observed in this case. In the case of 
the public services we did not get our dues so long as we were not rigid. 
So, I think that in the matter of nomination we should ear-mark one of the 
women ^s seats for a Muslim lady. 

Begum HAMIDA MOMIN: Sir, I beg to support the amendment so 
ably moved by Mr. Nur Abmed. I am of opinion that considering the 
fact that the Muslim community is so backward in the matter even of 
primary education, tliere must be some special provision about a Muslim' 
woman being taken on the Central Committee, so that she can look after the 
interest of Muslims in respect of primary education. The Hon’ble Minister 
has just now assured the House that even if there is no specific provision for 
it, he would see to it that a Muhammadan woman is nominated. I do not, 
therefore,' see what reason is there to prevent him from giving a statutory, 
form^ to that assurance. With regard to another remark made by the 
Hon’ble Minister in the earlier stage of the debate on this Bill that properly 
qualified women may not be available to sit on the Central Committee, I 
may assure the House that there is no dearth of Muhammadan women at the 
present time who are properly qualified to be members of a Primary 
Education Committee. 

LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I rise t^ oppose the amendment and I 
do so because I find communal outlook reflected in it. The Hon’ble Minister 
has already given an assurance that, wherever possible, the interest of 
Muhammadan education will be safeguarded and maintained.' Therefore, 
when such 'an assurance has been already given, this nmendasBt alw mld 
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Mi be persisted in. My second reason for opposing the amendment is that 
it jfl similar to the previous one on which the House has already given an 
adverse decision. 

*. .Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister should 
realise that he is not a permanent fixture. He is in power today but 
tomorrow he may not be there. The assurance that he is now giving is only 
the assurance of the present Government and a future Government may not 
redeem the assurance or feel obliged to be guided by it. So, in the interest 
of both the Hindu and Moslem communities, Government would be well 
advised in accepting the amendment. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, I do not understand why the 
Government is so very shy of putting the provision in respect of a woman 
representative from the Muslim community in a statutory form. Since the 
Hon’ble Minister has assured us that when there are going to be two women 
representatives it may be taken for granted that one of them is bound to be 
a Moslem woman, then why does he not agree to ihe incorporation of that 
assurance in the Act? Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy^has pertinently pointed 
out that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education is in office today 
but it may be that tomorrow he will be nowhere at all so far as the Govern^ 
ment is concernefl. Therefore, who is going to respect the assurance tliat 
he is giving this House from his seat in the Council as Minister today? 
When he is of the opinion that one of the women representatives is bound 
to be a Muslim, does he mean to say that a future Government will be hound 
to implement his assurance as rigidly as any provision that may be laid 
down in the Act itself? I do not understand his hesitancy about this 
matter. I want to beseech him to be very clear about the reason which 
is behind this hesitancy. Why is he fighting shy of clearly declaring 
specifically that there will be one Hindu and one Muslim seat? Why this 
hesitancy? Reservation of seats for the Hindu and the Muslim as such 
appears to be an anathema to the present Government and the Hoii’ble 
Minister in charge seems to forget that he is a representative of the Muslims 
elected from a Muslim ceustituency. . I do not understand why he of all 
persons is fighting shy of making the seats reserved for a Muslim and a 
Hindu? He is a representative of the Muslims — I do not mean him any 
disrespect, I have the greatest respect for him personally — but this hesitancy 
about specifically mentioning Hindus and Muslims is simply unintelligible. 
When the Minister in charge is a Muslim elected by a Muslim constituency, 
he is expected always to look after the legitimate interests of the Muslim 
community. The present Ministry, to be sure, owes its birth to Hindu 
auspices. But that is no reason why a Muslim member of that Ministry 
should feel diffident about giving effect to the wishes and requirements of 
the Muslim community. He has forgotten that the Muslims of Bengal, 
every one of them, wants that the Muslim community should be properly 
represented on every committee and that they do not want to leave the matter 
to the pleisure of any particular Government which may be in power today 
and which may go out tomorrow. Does he deny that the universal wishes of • 
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the Muslims of Bengal is that they should be represented everywhere as 
Muslims and should not be made to depend upon the whims and eccentricities 
of any particular Government. We, Muslims, want to make sure about our 
representation on the committees. He no doubt realises that but still he 
fights shy of putting the provision in the Statute Book. We have senous 
objection to this Government’s way of doing things. I know that the case 
is really that the hand is the hand of Esau but the voice is the voice of 
Jacob 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. I would request the 
honourable member to confine his remarks strictly to the amendment which 
is before the House, and noi to cast any per^io^al aspersion. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: 1 bow down to your rulings, Sir, 
governing the conduct of the business of this House. 1 have made some 
study of them. I may perhaps be excused if I say that I belong to a 
profession where every jvord that we utter is weighed, and that is done 
by training and tradition. Nothing that has been said by me is meant to 
attack the Hon’ble Minister personally — it is not a personal attack as such 
but the remarks are meant for him in the capacity of a Minister. I, as a 
representative of the Muslim community, have every right to say what I 
have said and I think it is perfectly relevant to the question which is before 
the House. The point at issue is this: the Hon’ble Minister himself 
admitted that there should be one Muslim seat but he does not like to be 
rigid : he wants to leave it elastic. He fights shy of inserting specifically 
the particular phrase ‘‘Hindu and Muslim”. I would ask him with all 
humility to agree to our proposal to be specific about these two seats and 
satisfy the feeling of the Muslim public. By not doing so he is doing a 
great injustice to the Muslim community. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, 1 am not a fool: 
I am an old thick-skinned man. 1 do not take very serious notice of the 
aspersions made against me. As a matter of fact, my honourable friends 
on the Opposition must realise that I am an older politician than any one 
of them. And when 1 say that I do not like to be rigid, 1 do speak in the 
interests of the Muhammadans. Having regard to the state of the educa- 
tion, that is to say primary education, I should like to have more 
percentage of Muhammadan element on the committee. WTiy should I 
restrict the right of two Muhammadan women coming in, if the necessity 
so demands. (Khan Sahib Abul Quasem: We do not want that.) It 
does not matter whether you want it or not. Circumstances may be such 
that it would be desirable in the interest of the primary education of the 
Muhammadans to take two Muhammadan women. I have the' interest of 
the Muhammadans as much at heart as the members of the Opposition. 

Sir Bijoy Prasad says: what is the guarantee that the next Government 
will honour the assurance now given by us? Well, as an honest man, I 
believe in the continuity of the policy of Government. 1 cannot presunie 



PaiMART EDUCATIOir BILL. 




4SS 


thAt my successor and the future Government will W vicious. Therefore, 
I presume that any sacred assurance or guarantee made by this Government 
in a proper way will be respected by the successive Government. I cannot 
presume that the successive Education Minister will not act honestly. As 
a lawyer, I cannot presume that state of things. Sir, I am not satisfied 
with the arguments advanced by the other side and I do not accept this 
amendment. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the HoJse is: that 
in sub-clause (1) of clause 2 of the Bill, for paragraph (h) the following be 
substituted , namely : — 

‘‘(6) after the words ‘of whom*, the words ‘two shall be women one 
Hindu and one Muslim and* shall be inserted; and** 

The motion being put, a division w'as challenged with the following 
result : — 


AtimMl, Mr. Mesbahifdln. 
Ahmed, Mr. Nur. 

Alia, Khan Sahih Abdul. 
Heeain, Khan Bahadur Balyed 
Muaiiamuddin. 


AYEB-~7. 

Momln, Begum Namlda. 
Quasem, Khan Sahib Abul. 
Singh Boy, Sir B. B. 


NO^S— 13. 


Barua, Mr. D. L. 

Choudhury, Mr. ,Moazaemall. 

Chonvdhury, Mr. Khorthed Alam. 
*Phowdhury, Khan Bahadur RezzaquI 
Haider. 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. 

Oae, Mr. L. C. 

Karim, The Hen'ble Khan Bahadur 
M. Abdul. 


Maltra, Rai Bahadur B. M. 
Moofcerjee, Mr. N. N. 

Ray, Rai Sahib J. N. 

Ray, Mr. N. N. 

Roy, Mr. A. D. 

Sen, Rai Sahib J. M. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. 
For the motion — 7; against the motion — 13. Therefore, the amendment, 
is negatiiesd. 


Mr. *NARE8H NATH MOOKERJIEE: Sir, may I suggest, for the sake 
of quick disposal of business, that amendments which are more or less of 
the same nature may be permitted to be moved at the same time and 
discussed together, being however put separately for the purpose of record- 
ing votes; J>ecause at the rate at which we are progressing, it will take a 
good deal of time to finish the Bill since the Opposition is becoming 
definitely obstructive P 
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|^« DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that paragraph (6.) 
of sub-clause (1) of clause 2 of the Bill be omitted, and the following 
clause as sub-section (3) to section 4 of the Pf imary Education Act, 1930, 
be inserted : — 

“(J) The members of the Central Primary Education Committee shall 
co-opt two women, one Hindu and one Moslem, interested in 
education as members of the Committee in the prescribed 
manner. ’ ’ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 oppose the motion. My grounds 
•are two. ^ First of all, to complete the constitution of the Central Com- 
*mittee two women members must be nominated. The point is — who must 
nominate these two women members, whether the Government or the other 
members of the Central Rural Committee. The Central Primary Education 
Committee will not be complete, according to section 4 of the Primary 
Education Act, 1930, without the addition of the two women members. 
But in this amendment what is suggested is that the other members should 
form themselves into the Central Education Committee and that they should 
have the powers to nominate two women members. Another reason for my 
opposition is that ^he (joverninent is in a better position to (*hoose the 
proper women representatives and so the riglit of the Government in this 
respect should not be interfered with. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I beg to 
support the motion just now moved •by my friend Jtr. Nur Ahmed. The 
honourable mover has framed the amendment in such a way that it hits 
two birds with one stone. It does away with tlie pernicious system of 
nomination and at the same time provides for two women representatives 
*on the committee, the quota of Hindu and Moslem women being fixed at 
one each. This is a just and reasonable proposal. I wonder how my 
friends opposite, who were always ^‘rying themselves hoarse against nomina- 
tion when they were in the Opposition, can now support the principle of 
nomination, as incorporated in^this Bill. It is a wonder of wonders that 
the Congress extremist section should be behaving in such a way. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, I rise to make one point 
clear and that is this: we on this side of the House are never enamoured 
of the system of nomination and are always opposed to it. In this 
case, we 8up|)ort the nomination system because we want to see ladies 
serving nn tnis committee : that is the only reason why we are supporting 
it. We feel^ also that no lady interested in primary education will offer 
herself to be elected by a largi constituency. (Khan Sahib Abul Quasbm: 
Question.) There is no question or doubt about it. No lady will seek 
election by a large constituency, in which case we will have to give up the 
idea of having any lady at all. The other point that I should like to 
advance is that we feel that there is no reason why there should be any 
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fear that one Hindu and one Muslim lady^ *w9uid aot }>« appointed by 
Oovemment if it is not specifically mentioned in the Act and that after 
the present Ooremment the principle will not be followed. 1 should like 
to tell Sir Bijoy Prasad, who is the new champion of the Muslim League 
and who expressed great fear that there was real danger of the Muslim 
community being deprived of nomination on this Committee, that his fear 
is unfounded. I can assure him that there will always be a Muslim 
majority in the Bengal Legislature. That being so, any future Government 
in Bengal will always have a Muslim majority and there is no fear at all 
that the Muslims will jeopardise their own interest by not nominating a 
member of their own community. I may also tell Sir Bijoy Prasad that 
there will be no occasion to fear that the two seats will go to the Hindu 
community and so he need not have any anxiety in this respect. I can’ 
assure him — the new champion of the Muslim League, — that the Muslims 
will always have at least one seat in the Central Committee on primary 
education. We, Hindus, always feel that our Muslim brothers and sisters 
require more primary education than the Hindus and we shall never be 
sorry if even two Muslim ladies really interested in primary education are 
chosen to fill these two seats. I do not think that the amendment is being 
opposed merely for the sake of opposition. 


Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 would not have intervened 
in this debate but for the speech which has just been delivered by my 
honourable friend Mr. Mookerjee. First of all, I may assure him that I 
am champion of no community. I do not recognise, and in fact I have 
not recognised in my long public career, the communal differences. I had 
the honour of representing joint electorate in the Lower House and here 
also I represent joint electorate. So, I do not represent any community 
and I do not propose to do so. Sir, my honourable friend probably as. a 
new champion of Government gave us the assurance that Government of 
today will honour the promise that has been given by the Honourable the 
Leader of the House and the Government of the future will also redeem 

the promise. But I will just remind him that the Nawab Bahadur of 

Dacca, as Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government 
and as sponsor of the Calcutta Municipal Bill, gave an assurance on the 
floor of this House and elsewhere that one Anglo-Indian lady would he 
nominated on the Calcutta Corporation. That assurance was also repeated 
by the late Chief Minister and the present Chief Minister of Bengal; 
but has that promise been redeemed ? Sir, I will point out to my 

honourable friend for his education that it is not so easy for a party 

Government always to stick to its promises. Today an assurance may l)e 
given but tomorrow it may not be worth the paper on which it was written. 
I give this suggestion not only on behalf of tne Muslim community but also 
on behalf of the Hindu community. Here, the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Bill in one breath said that “I give the assurance that 
one lady should be a Muslim and another a Hindu’’. Then in explaining 
the amendment he said that ‘‘in the interests of Muslim primary education 
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it ^might be necessary to have two Muslim women’’. Did he then give 
that assurance with a mental reservation or he simply wanted to throw 
dust in the eyes of the Hindus? 

*The Hofi’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, personally I am 
not much enamoured of co-option and cannot prefer it to nomination by 
Government. In that view of the case, I would not accept the amendment 
proposed. 

My honourable friend Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy has incidentally 
asked me as to whether when I clearly stated my point of view before the 
House, I did it with some mental reservation. I have spoken what I felt. 
It is for me to tell the House what I feel, but I must say it is for God 
to give others the brains to understand it. 

With these remarks, I oppose the amendment. 

Mr> DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before ^he House is that 
paragraph (/>) of sub-clause ( 1 ) of clause 2 of the Bill be omitted, and the 
following clause as sub-section ( 3 ) to section 4 of the Primary Education 
Act, 1930, be inserted : — 

“(J) The members of the Central Primary Education Committee shall 
co-opt two women, one Hindu and one Moslem, interested in 
education as members of the Committee in the prescribed 
manner.” 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Council now stands adjourned till 
2-15 p.m. tomorrow. 


fVdjoumment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the Cth November, 
1942. 
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Members Absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 5th 
November, 1942: — 

( 1 ) Ehan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Altaf Ali. 

(3) Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(4) Mr. S. C. Chakraverti. 

(6) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(7) Mr. B. C. Dutta. 

(8) Mr. Narendra Chandra Dutta. 

(9) Mrs. K. D’Rozario. 

(10) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(11) Mr. K. L. Goswami. 

(12) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Khan. 

(13) Dr. R. K. Mookerjee. 

(14) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(15) Mr. R. Pal Chowdhury. 

(16) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(17) Dr. K. S. Ray.* 

(18) Mr. J. B. Ross. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


Second Session, 1942— No. 16. 


Thk Coiwcil met in tlie Legislative (Miaml>er of llu* Tjegislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the tJth November, 194‘J, at 2-15 being the 

sixteeiitlj day of the Second Session of 1942, pursuant to section ()2(2)((/) of 
* the Government of India Act, 1945. 

Mr. Deputy President’ (Khan Bahadur Annn. Hamid (hiowDiiruY) was 
in the C^iair. 

Point of information about Chair’s ruling regarding discussion on 
Kishoreganj incident. 

Mr. DEPUTY 4*RESIDENT: 1 have been informed that on the giound 
of ill-health the Hon’ble tlie Home Minister will he a little late in coming 
to tlie Chamber. So, 1 want to j)ass over the ({uestion relating to his depart- 
ment which is put down in the list for being answered today. 


Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: A\ hat about the 
adjournment motions wliicli are pending since yesterday? One is undei’ 
consideration and there are two or three others wijich are pending. Are we 
not taking up that first? 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is the general convent ion that unless 
the adjournment motion which is under consideration is disposed of, the 
other adjournment inotior < are not taken up. 


Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Will all of 
them stand over till the decision is given on the other adjournment motion? 

• 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: With regard to the point of order 
raised ]>y tMe Hon’ble the Home Minister, I wanted to give my ruling 
today; but as I am looking for precedents in similar cases and (carefully 
considering ihe points raised \>y several honourable members of the House, 
I have not yet been able to arrive at any ilecision. 8o, I do not propose 
to give the ruling today. I hope to do so on the next sitting day. 

I will now proceed to take up the non-official resolutions. 
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Non-official Resolutions. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that this Council is of opinion 
that tlje Government of Bengal be urged upon to take all possible measures 
for mpid spread of education of all sorts amongst the Muslim popujation of 
Bengal. 

Sir, this is a veiy simple resolution (jii a subject in which the Muslim 
community is vitally interested. I move this resolution with a heavy heart 
in this Chamber, because although Provincial Autonomy has been working 
in this province for about six years and although the portfolio of Education 
has throughout this period been in the charge of a Muslim Minister, yet 
no all-embracing or comprehensive plan has been chalked out and put into 
operation during this long period. The result of this has been that 
Muslim education in Bengal has not improved as rapidly as was to be 
expected. It is an admitted fact that the Muslims as a community are 
very backward in the matter of education of all kinds. Let us first of all 
consider the i)resent state of Muslim education in Bengal. I wish to give 
some figures in this connection from the latest edncation reports of tin’s 
Government mnd from the qnin(|iiennial report of Hie Government of India. 
Sir, though the percentage of Muslim ixipulation of Bengal is about 54, yet 
the percentage of Muslim jiupils receiving higher education was only 2d*] 
in 19d8-dt) as against 19*d in 1981 -d2. From various educational reports 
and also from census figures it aiipears that after more than 170 years of 
British rule in India the ^Muslim community can claim a literacy of only 9'5 
per cent, among males and *5 jier cent, amongst females, accordiifg to the 
census of 1921. According to the census figures of 1981, those figures have 
now risen to {18 jier cent, only among the males — that is, during ten years 
it has increased only by *8 jier cent, among the males and by 1*5 per cent, 
amongst the females. I have not been aide to collect the figures of the 
latest census but the figures may be a little higher than the ones I have 
quoted just now. Sir, tliis is gloomy and dismal, iiid(‘ed. From the latest 
Education Beport of the Government of India for 1982-87 and from other 
reports for 1940, it aiipears that in 1940 out of 89,899 students reading in 
arts colleges in the I'liiversity departments in Bengal and Assam only 
5,887 jiupils were Mussalmans, as against 2,902 in the United Provinces 
and 8,570 in the Punjab. There were 582 Muslim boys in the professional 
colleges and University departments in Bengal as against G47 Muslim 
students in the United Provinces and 787 in the Punjab. Then again, out 
of the 2,850 girls reading in the arts colleges and University (department 
in Bengal only 185 were Muslims as against 105 in the Punjab and 69 in 
the United Provinces. There were only two Muslim girls ii^ professional 
colleges in Bengal against 84 in the Punjab and 1,132 in Egypt. ' This is 
the state of college and professional education of the Muslin^s in Bengal. 
Let me now take the condition of secondary education in Bengal. There 
were about 71,658 Muslim students in the secondary stage up to class 
in Bengal as against 54,120 in the Punjab and 29,445 in the United 
Provinces. While there were 984 Muslim girls in the secondary stage in 
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Bengal, we find 1,025 in Madras, 1,379 in Boinliay, 1,122 in the Fnitod 
Prqyinces and 3,082 in the Punjab. I hare quoted some figures from the 
other provinces and now if we go outside India we find how Muslim 
education has progressed in those places. Tlie ]>rogress of education among 
the Kussian Muslini< will showjhal durii'g a period of 10 years tliey liave 
made a great progress. Flie Education l{ej>ort of flanuary 1941 of the 
Russian Republic shows that the number of total Muslim siudents receiving 
education in Muslim languages in 1941 was 10,921.900 and if you compare 
the percentage of literacy among the Russian Muslims we find tha tthe 
percentage among males in 1920 was 10-5 and among females it was 7-7. 
In 1930 it increased 75*5 and (>0*1 res])eclively so far as ^>iale and female 
education is concerned. This sjjows how Bengal com])ares unfavourably 
with oth«r provinces of India and other counirit‘s of the world so far as 
the education of her Muslim ])oi)ulation is conc(‘rnt‘d. This will a])])ear 
more vividly if we lemember that while the Muslim po|)ulalion of Ihmgal 
is more than 31 crores, that of the Punjab is less than half of Bengal, and 
that in the other j)roYiines their number varies from 5 p«>r ceiit. to 20 ])er 
cent, or less. So, it will be seen that the Muslims of oth(‘r ])rovinc(*s are 
far ahead both in female and male education. This is one pieturt* of the 
situation — a vtny dismal ])icture. lad us now consider tlie condition of 
the pres(‘nt condition of Muslim edin'ation in Ibmgal from anothm* ])oint 
of view. Ac(‘ordin^‘ to the Education R(‘i)orts of 193S-3i) and 1941 out of 
39,399 ])U])ils reading in the Fniversity and arts colleges in Bengal, only 
5,800 were Muslims. Out (d 408,005 pupils reading in the high and middle 
S(diools, only 71,058 were tin* Muslims. Out of 2,350 girls reading in the 
arts colleges, only 135 Avere Muslim girls; out of 77 pu])ils nunling in th(‘ 
professional colleges, only 2 wen‘ Muslims. Sir, th(‘se comparalivi* figures 
tell their own dismal tale and show how miserable still is th(‘ condition ol 
Muslim education in B(*ngal. It is sometimes said that tin* Muslims are 
rapidly jirogressing in the field of education. Is it so i(*allyy Let us 
•immpare the percentage of the jirogress of education anmng tin* Muslims. 
In 1920-27 the jiercentagt* of Muslims was 14-3 ])(*r (’ent. in tin* arts colleges; 
14-0 in the prcdessional colleges; 15*5 in Iiigli stage and 19-5 in middle 
stage. In 1930-37 the percentages Avere Jti in tin* arts colleges; 15 in the 
professional colleges; 18 i.i high stage and 24 in middb* stagi* : as against 
25 per cent, in the Punjab in arts colleges; 29 per cent, in hig'h stage and 
40 per cent, in middle stage. 

I do not Avaiit to add any cominent to these conij>arative statistics (juoied 
above. Tl^y disfdose a very serious state of things regarding Muslim 
education in Bengal. Time has come to take drastic steps for making uj) the 
lee-w^ay. Government, though sympathetic of late, owe a solemn duty to 
the Muslim community iji Bengal to provide all necessary facilities to 
regain their« lost grounds, li AA^ould rcupiire more than a century 
for the Muslims to recou}) their lost jmsition if they are allowed to jirogress 
at the present l^ate. i The whole of the Muslim community from the highest 
to the lowest has fully realised the need for modern education; but only 
penury, chill penury, utter destitution, extreme poverty, unsympathetic and 
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liostile atmosphere and also want of i»roper facilities are retarding, seriously 
retarding the progress of Muslim edui^^tiou in Bengal. The facilities 
hitherto given by Government to the Muslims have proved inadequate and 
insufficient to accelerate the progress of Muslim education in Bengal 
up to expectation. Even tlie authors of the lie])ort of the Auxiliary 
Statutory Commission which reviewed the growth of education in ]*udia 
remark, “We are aware that sleps have l)een already taken to encourage 
Muslim pupils but we are conviiK^ed by the evidence placed before us that 
much more assistance in this direction is needed to place the Muslim com- 
munity in-Bengal in a sound educational position, partituilarly the number 
of stipends and scliolarshijis is small as compared with the total number of 
Muslim pupils, majority of whom come from very jjoor families. It was 
suggested us in evidence at Calcutta that in view of the needs of the 
Mahomedan community a sum c-f Rs. 48*5 lakhs should be allotted immediately 
for a period of 10 years for stij)ends and scholarships. Large additions to 
the number of scholarships are urgenily needed.” Sir, tins remark was 
made as long ago as 1929, but what has been done during this time? In 
view of the j)resent dei)lorable state of Muslim education, the same Com- 
mittee remarked, “if therefore, special arrangements under the public 
system of education were made now and possibly for some time to come to 
enable the Mahomedan community to take a full share in the life and 
advancement of the nation. It would not be, in our opinion, inconsistent 
either with sound democracy or sound educational principles.” Sir, this 
is the o])inion of the authors of the Commission and they said that it would 
be a sound policy to set apart a large sum of money for the encouragement 
of Muslim education. It has been admitted in Government and other 
reports that it is want of adequate funds which is holding hack the liaiid 
of the rapid progress of the Muslims in the field of education. It is also 
a known fact that the Muslims are getting comparatively little help from 
the money spent on general education in Jkmgal and their share is smaller 
as compared with that of the other communities. 

Sir, as far back as 1930, the present Chief Minister, the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Eazlul HiKp moved a resolution in the then old Bengal Legis- 
lative Council in whi(h he asked the Government to set apart a sum of 
Rs. 10 lakhs for a period of 10 years. But, Sir, in reply to that, the then 
Education Minister, Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, held out the hope that they 
were going to appoint a Comiuiitee and after their recommendations were 
received, the Government wmuld take necessary steps. Sir, in accordance 
with that assurance, a Committee was appointed and its report' containing 
various recommendations was published in 1934. But, unfortunately, 
though I drew the attention of the Government many times^ in this House 
through questions and the Government promised from time to time that 
they would publish their opinion on the .recommendations "“of that Com-" 
mittee, nothing has yet been done. Sir, since then another momentous 
Committee has submitted its report, I refer to the Madrassah Education 
Committee. There are also some very valuable recommendadons in that 
rei>ort, but nothing has been done about them also. The Government is 
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morally bound to gfive effect to the reconiinendatioiis of those two Com- 
mittees. I moved a resolution in this House on IJtli August, 1938, to set 
apart Rs. 25 lakhs for the encouragement rf Muslim education. It was 
unanimously adopted in tliis House but no effect has been given to that 
also. 

It will thus be seen, as I remarked ai the beginning, that though the 
present Government is an autonomous Government and though the Minister 
in diarge of Education has been a Muslim throughout the whole of this 
period, yet nothing has been done by them for tlie encouragement of Muslim 
education. As a result of that what do we findP \V(‘ find that the Muslims 
in Bengal are now lagging tar behind as compared with the Muslims in the 
• other j)rovinces. Bengal contains a majority of Muslims iTnd it is a 
misfortune that tlieii* educational needs seem to b(‘ persistently ueglectiMl 
even by the Muslim Education Ministers under the ])res(*nt Dispensation. 
Sir, what was the state ot Muslim education before* the advt*nt of British 
rule in Tmlia P Let me give a i)icture of it by ([noting a iew remarks from 
some of the Euro])ean authors who have considered this aspect of the 
question . Muslims ])()Ssess(‘d a wides])r(‘ad system of t*du(‘ation. There 

was an endowment of 3 crores of rupees to su])port their educational 
institutions. As result of the unsympathetic ])olicy followc'd by the early 
British Government in India they lost this brilliant system tor (‘ver,” says 
one writer. In further justifi(‘ation of my ap]M*al for justice, 1 may bri(‘fly 
state here the condition of education in Bengal which pi(‘vailed on the 
eve of the B]iti^h lule lime. According to ^lunro, “In [ue-Biit ish days 
and up to some y(‘ars during the B’ldtish rule thi'i'e w(*re schools in (‘very 
village . 1 gather this informatiem from tin* evid(‘nce brought lu'fort* the 

Houses of Parliament in England in 1813. dohn Matthai, in his book 
entitled “Village Administration in British India” says, “When the 
British took possession of this country they found in most parts of th(‘ 
country that there existed a widesjiread system of education.” Even iji 
the year 1838, Mr. Adam’s rejiort sho\>s a similar state of tilings. Accord- 
'ing to him, there W(*j'e one lakh Nch()ols in Bengal and Bihar and on an 
average there was a villair^ scliooi tor every b3 boys. Mr. E. C. Bciley, 
C.I.E., widtes, “The Muslnns j)ossessed a .system of education which, 
however, is inferior to that which we have established but which yet was 
by no means to be d(‘spised and was capable of affording a high degree of 
intellectual training and jadish and was ti)iin(h‘d on ]>rinciple not only 
wholly sound but infinitely su])erior to any oth(‘r sNstein of (Hlucation then 
existing in India. The system secured to the Mussalnians an intellectual 
as well as a^naterial siiiiremac-y during the first 75 years of British lule. 
We continued to make use of the system as a means of producing officers 
to carry on the admiiiistiatioii but in the meanwhile we have introduced a 
scheme of public instruction bf our own and as soon as it trained up a 
generation of men in the new plan, we flung aside the old Mahomedan 
system and the Muslim youths found that every avenue of public life was 
closed to their face.” 

^ The late lamented Mrs. Annie Be.saiit in her Kamala letdure des(Tibes 
in glaring terms the glorious .system of education owned by the Muslims 
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in Bengal on the eve of the British rule. How that system supported ' and 
maintained by endowment of the value of 3 crores of rupees was destroyed : 
that story is very painfully told by Mr. W. W. Hunter in his famous^ 
book “The Indian Mussalmun.” I do not want to take much time 
of the House by quoting chapter and verses from that book. I end 
only by quoting a few lines from page 181 of that book. He goes 
on to say — “At an outlay of .£8,()0dH)0 U 2 )on reclein])tion proceedings which 
commenced in 18‘J8, an additional revenue of a year was 

permanently gained by the State. A large part of this sum was derived 
from lands held rent-free by Mussalmans and by Mussalman foundations. 
Hundreds of families were ruined and the educational system of Muslims 
which was* entirely maintained by rent-free grants received a death blow. 
The s(du)lastic (dasses of the- Muhammadans emerged from the 18 years of 
parrying redemption proceedings absolutely ruined.” Sir, this shows how 
the glorious system of Muslim education established in Bengal was ruined 
by redemption proceedings. 

Now, Sir, let me say what are the wants of the Muslims. My resolu- 
tion urges all possible measures being taken for the rapid spread of educa- 
tion of all sorts amongst the Muslim ]) 0 ])ulation of Beiy^al. According to 
a statement made in tliis House in this session in re])ly to a question put 
by me on 30th Se])teinber, it was stated that out of 2. 004 scholarships 

and stipends in 1940 of the value of Bs. 7,37,499 only 840 of the value of 
lls. 2,00,87)5 were reserved for Muslims. But, Sir, as 1 liave said the 
valuahh* recommendations of the Momin Committee and the Madrassah 
Committee have not been given elfect to and no com}>rehensive scheme has 
yet been drawn and put into ojieratioii ; only spasmodic grants were made 
here and there. But this sort of grants in dribblets will not do. In 
Madras all poor Muslim students are admitted half-free in all recognised 
institutions and a large number of scholarshii)s are reserved for Muslim 
students. In Bombay 224 per cent, of Muslim students were exempted 
from paying fees, and 637 scholarships are reserved for Muslim students; 
42 scliolarshi])s of Its. 29 are reserved for Muslims in the aits colleges, 
30 scholarships of Its. 25 to Its. 40 reserved for Muslims in the professional 
and technical colleges. In Bombay the percentage of Muslim population 
is 20 per cent, and in Madras 5 j)er cent. The scholarships reserved for 
Muslims there are much more than here in Bengal. In Sind 30 jier cent, 
of the students are admitted free in (tovernmeiit high schools. Seven 
hundred scholarships are provided for Muslims. I find that during the 
last six years only 840 scholaiships and stipends have beei^ reserved for 
Muslims and Ks. 2,63,000 have been allotted out of a sum of Es. 7,00,000. 
Sir, the percentage of Muhammadan education compares very unfavourably 
with those of the other provinces. On the *^)lea of war emergency almost 
every important project has been stopped in our province. But when we 
look at England and other countries we find that without reducing a single 
pie on educational expenditure in spite of w’ar emergency in some respects 
there has been an increase under head “Education.” In Bengal the 
Muslim community have been crying for more facilities. The answer is 
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Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I also support this resolu- 
tion. The resolution consists of two parts. The first part contains an 
expression of wish that Government should do everything that lies in its 
power to spread education amongst the Muslims. The second part implies 
that necessary funds should be supplied to implement this. So far as the 
resolution is concerned, it is a straightforward one. But it has got to be 
taken with its necessary implication, namely, that the mover should have 
no objection to include tlie education also of the Scheduled Castes and 
backward classes and other persons who have no education. If the Govern- 
ment is to move in the matter of spreading education, it cannot confine its 
activity for the benefit of one community or section only. All sections 
w'hich are backward should be given education. The principal justification 
for a resolution like this in these days of democracy consists in the fact 
that democracy cannot succeed unless the people are educated. Unless our 

0 annas voters know what exactly is required of them, the democratic 
institutions cannot at all function. There are various other academic 
reasons why education should be developed in an unrestricted manner. But 

1 do not propose to inflict a long s])ee(li by re(*ounting them. 

The second ])ari of the resolution Iries to inqdement the })roposal 
adunibrated in the first ])art. It will re(|uire funds. With regard to the 
funds, we are in a difficult position. War has (Uitailed i\ very heavy strain 
on our resources, though it is (juiti* true that the (loverinnent of India is 
finding the money for the major part of the expens(‘s whidi are being 
incurred in connection with war. Still T feel that (Tovernnient should 
spend moiiey up to the limit of their capacity for spreading education. 
With th(‘se few words, I su]>port the resolution. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Mr. Deputy 
President, Sir, 1 have had great regard for the mover of the resolution. 
For over 25 years we hav{‘ been co-workers in the field of Muslim education, 
and 1 always listen with interest to whatever falls from the mouth of mv 
friend Mr. Nur Ahmed on the problem of education. Sir, I remember 
the great contributions he made in drawing u]> the report of the Moinin 
Committee to which a reference has just been made. I have noted 
what deep interest he has taken in the Bengal Madrassah Education 
Committee to which also reference has been made by him. I have listened 
with great interest also to the historical retrospect of Muslim ^ education 
in the whole of India with specdal reference to Bengal that has been 
given by the honourable member; he has also shown that (he condition 
of Muslim education in Bengal does not compare at all favourably with 
the condition in other provinces. On that point. Sir, I will not make any 
comment. 1 will only content nivself by sayhng that the conditions in the 
other provinces are quite different, and therefore the educational grants and 
privileges enjoyed by the other provinces should ne(*essarily be somewhat 
different. No^v, let us take just one instance, namely, Madras, to which he 
has referred. He has said in that connection that the Muslims in 
Madras are getting super-generous treatment. But the reason for that may 
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be found in the fact that in Madras the percentajre of Miissahnans is only 
G, and therefore it was meet and proper for that Government to make si)ecial 
allowances for that community in order to enable them to march pan passu 
*with,the other communities in Madras. As K.nan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzam- 
uddin Ilosain has rightly said, it is a matter in wliicli the wliole of India 
irrespective of community, caste or creed, should lake a deep interest because 
a community which is found 1o be backward in tliis sphere would prove a 
clog in the field of adminislration. That is Ihe principle upon which the 
Governments of Madras and Bombay proceed but things are quite different 
in .Bengal. However, I will not dilate on this i)oint. I v. Ill only say that 
Government is in full sympathy with the spirit of fhe resolufion and 
^subject f1> any administrative or other impedimenls that might arise 
in the pursuit of that policy under war conditions, Government will 
try their best to realis(‘ this hoj)e. 1 therefore acc(‘])t the resolution and so 
far as lies in the power of the Goveiinment, tlu‘y will do their very best to 
improve the condition of Muslim education and giv(‘ Ihmn furtlnn' faci- 
lities to accelerate ])rogress. This assurance I can vcr\ well give and 1 li(q>e I 
shall be able to act up to my ]>romise, \^^th a FiiuJiU'e ^linister who is 
himself a friend of education and who I b(‘li(‘ve in my Innirt ol hearts will 
not grudge nu‘ anything that can be proved to bt‘ m‘(*essar> and ('^sl'ntial. 

As regards the comment made b\ the honoiirabb' movt'r lhai as a mailer 
of fact Muslim education is in a bad way iji Bengal, my (‘\aminat ion 
of tht‘ statistics in conneciion with ihe p(*rfonnanct‘ of ni.\ dui\ as Kdiica- 
tion Minister which I had undertaken r(‘V(‘als iln* fact lhai ilnni^ has been 
much improvement in this line — at least more than oi’d inary iniprovenKoii ; 
in fact, in some quarters it is said that a more* generous tr(*atnnmi has beam 
accorded to the cause of Muslim education than the conditions would 
justify. From IfhfT to JJJ4I, T find that ])rogr(‘ss is gradually on the 
increase. As regards tliis year, i feel son* over the fact that 1 could not 
get the Its. 41), 000 which was budgetc*d for Madrassah t‘dncaiion. That 
was due to financial stringency. The reason i.s this: :i d(‘sii-e for all-ronnd 
improvement in thi> d(‘])artment has driven us to the end of onr icsources. 
Therefore, I could not ge^ the sum of Its. 40,000 for Madrassah education 
which I hojic 1 shall be abb* to recouj) by additional gi'ant next 
year. As regards tlie complaint that there is no sclicmi* for Muham- 
madan education, 1 have already stated on the floor of this House 
some time ago in reply t(» a (|Uestion of 4he hononrabb* mov(*r him'-(‘lf that 
the recompiendation of the Momin Gommittee sind the rt'commcndat ion of 
the Madrassah Committee are already })ef()re nn* and I am examining them. 

I hope to foyniilatc some scheme before the next budg(*t ^cssion comes, 
(Voice oI “thanks” from the ()p])osition Benche.^.) That was the as^urama? 
that I gave j^ome time ago. 1 can tell tin* honourable members that during 
the whole of the ensuing Puja fiolidays, T was busy formulating sonn* scheme 
and shall try to find out, of cour.se taking into ac(*ount the present war 
condition, as much money as I can. I shall make a minute study of some 
of the schemes formulated by those two Committees and then shall bring 
before the Government a comprehensive scheme.^ So, honourable members 
opposite may rest assured that .so long as I am in charge of this department, 
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I will strain every neiwe for the progress of education, as that has always 
been my ambition in life. So long I entertained pious hopes; but now 
Providence has placed me in a position in which I can do and shall do my 
utmost for spreading Muslim education before I retire from office, and 
public life. I hope in view of this assurance my honourable friend will not 
press his motion. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: If you are in 

favoui of this resolution why not accept it? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I am accepting it in 
principle. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Let it then 

be put. • 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: All right. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, in reply to the debate 1 would say a few 
Words. First of all, I should like to express my thanks fto the Hon’ble the 
Education Minister for his very sympathetic and reassuring speech as 
regards the problem of spreading Muslim education. I have got the higliest 
res])ect for him : he has been a veteran ediH;ationist all through his life. 
Sir, my resolution is a simple one : it does not commit the (Government in 
any way. It merely says that all possible steps should be taken. If my 
resolution is accepted, I do not think that (Toverninent will be ])laced in a 
difficult position. Therefore, I a])peal to the Hon’ble Minister to accept 
the resolution. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I accept it with full 
grace. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: The quest ion before the House is: that 
this rmiiKul is of opinion that thi‘ (xoveriiment of Bengal be urged upon 
to take all possible measures foi rapid spread A)i education ot all sorts 
amongst the Muslim population of Bengal. 

(The resolution was agreed to.) 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I beg to move 
that this (h)uncil is of opinion that the Department of Industries should at 
once take up the manufacture of some of the principal articles which have 
hitherto been imported from Japan, Germany* and Italy and forHliat purpose 
10 lakhs of rupees be allotted in the next budget for helping the manufac- 
ture of such articles in Bengal. 

Sir, industrialisation of Bengal is long overdue and there cannot be smy 
difference of opinion about it. We know that the pressure of population 
on land has already become extremely heavy and the average area which a 
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cultivator ^ets is -87 acre ])er liead, of wliicli the value of avera^^’e jri'oss 
produce is Rs. 42 accord to the Land EeveiiVc Coinmission Report, and 
the net value of produce is not more than IL*. 28. Thus, Sir, the averaj*‘e 
anwual income of an apfriculturist in ‘Benual is Rs. 28. Besides that, the 
number of landless labourers is very large and it is increasing pheno- 
menally. The number of landless labourers is larger than the number of 
agriculturists, and the average income of these landless labourers has been 
found to be Rs. 12 per head per annum. Sir, tlie Land Revenue Commis- 
sion went through this problem and said that the condition of the agricul- 
turists and the agricultural labourers has been dismal in Itengal and some- 
thing must be done to divert a part of the population by developing 
industries in the country. 

Then, Sir, we have also the hhiidraJtnj unemployed ( lass. Their number 
is increasing alarmingly day by day. If new industries are started in 
this country, new openings will be available for them. It is absolutely 
necessary for the peojile ot this country that some sort ot industries should 
be developed to give them employment. The heavy t(dl of d(‘aths which 
Bengal is paung annually is largely due to the bad economic condition. 
Millions of people sufl'er Irom malaria due to mal-nutrition. They cannot 
get proper food. ^lalf the poj)ulation of Bengal have* to live on half ration 
for six months in the year and yet the popTilation is still increasing. So, 
unless there is some fresh opening, the situation will g(‘t wors(‘ day by 
day, and we do not know where it will stop. Very little has been dont‘ by 
(Toveriimeut so far, and the old antifiualed policy of doing soiindhing hen* 
and something thert* without any definite* plan is bi'ing follow(‘d t‘ven now. 
This, I submit, is ]>laying with the pndd(*m. IVe do not want such ])laying. 
When provincial autonomy was introduced, we thought that some earnest 
steps would be taken to indu‘>^trialize the country. But tin* (lovernment 
has done nothing. I did not spare even the old (jovernnn‘nt of which I 
was myself a su])])oi'ter. 1 criticised them for their negligence for not 
doing something towards tin* devedopment ot industries. But 1 am sorry 
to say that we could not move tlnun. Now W(* have got a new ()]>])or1 unity 
for develo])ing industrie.*^ due to war. In ordinal y ])eace time, we were 
getting many necessities of life from Japan and (i(*rmany and we could not 
compete with these i)eople. But now they are out of competition. They 
are now enemy countries. We should now manufacture those articles 
which were so long being imported to this country from Japan and 
Germany.* 

I think, ^n this respect our European friends will support us because 
we are I)roposing to take uj) only those articles whiidi used to be imported 
from the egemy countries hitherto. Sir, some concrete examples as to 
what articles we can take uj),*! should like to mention. Sir, chemicals are 
one of the very important articles, because on account of the war we have 
been hard-pressed for want of chemicals. These have ceased to come from 
Germany, and we do want that the development of chemicals in this country 
should now’ be taken lU) in right earnest. Then there are the cheap clothes, 
cheap toys and cheap <ilk clothes ot Japan wliich hitherto flooded our 
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markets. We may unrlertake the manufaeture of paper from water-hyacinth 
which has been found to he far cheaper than other materials hitherto used for 
preparing paper. The Nawab Bahadur of Dacca in answer to a question 
of mine had given an idea of the cost of producing paper from water- 
hyacinth. Unfortunately, I have lost that paper; otherwise I could quote 
it. As far as I remember, it was found that the cost of manufacture of 
paper from water-hyacinth is only 20 per cent, of the cost of ordinary paper 
now manufactured in our mills. These, and many other articles which it 
will be the business of tlie Industries Department to find out can be imme- 
diately taken up. We will probably be told that for the develop- 

ment of industries (iovernmeni is doing a lot <iiicc the outbreak of 
war. They will say probably that they have got orders for over 3 
or 4 crores of rupees. But these are unfortunately war articles w'hich 
are recjuired for war purposes^ such as camouflage nets, hats and 

other things. These things will disappear with the war. These will 

not give incentive for tlie ]K‘rnianent develo])nient of industries. Tliese will 
giv(‘ em])loynieiit for tlie time being but thes(‘ do not satisfy our demand 
for industrial development. AVhat we want is not a s}>oiadic attempt for 
doing something towards industrial developmejit ; we want a cut and dried 
programme made out and methodically carried frqm beginning to 
finish, so that we may say definitely that in res})(‘ct of these articles 

India is now imh'pendent and does not r(‘(juire any importation just as 
Ihissia had done in its earlier days. It decided on a five-year plan for 
]nanufacturing all iron and ^teel articles in tin* counii\. so that it might 
be independent of otlicu' coiintri<‘.^ in resjiecf ot tlie manufacture of iron 
artiides. We should have a list of such arti(de^ ])iepared and we should 
take uj) th(‘ir manufacture so that we can he inde])endent in respect of them 
within a definite period. Sir, the Hon 'hie Minister will probably refer 
again to the industrial Committee which has been sitting in this country 
for more than d years. They will perhaps say tliat unless we get the 
recommendations of the (\unmittee we cannot do anything; but by the time 
we g(*t the leport of the Committee, probably the war will cease and the 
present opportunity lost. We d(» not want to lose tliis opportunity. AVe 
should take time In the forelock and see that something definite is done 
towards the industrial development of the country. I believe no one who 
claims to be a patriotic Bengalee can oppose a nvodest resolution like the 
one 1 have moved. Our European friends will also not oppose a resolution 
of this nature, because I have worded it ingsueh a way that it will not clash 
with their interest. 1 have recommended*’ the manufaeture of only those 
articles which used to be imported from enemy countries. y. 

Then, again, an objection may be raistMl on the ground of fimlnce. I 
have said tliat a sum of ten lakhs should be ear-marked in the next year’s 
budget for industrial development on definite' and systematic lines. Allot- 
ment of money may be objected to probably, but I say in reply to that 
objection that if Bengal were an independent country it would not have 
been sitting idle for so long even under 4)10 present circumstances. Sir, 
we have been given an autonomous Government, and at least so far as our 
industries are concerned, we ought to be able to find out the ten lakhs of 
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would ask the honourable members to remember about the Roger Mission. 
I forget the name at the moment but am referring to the Mission fpm 
Australia and Canada which reported on the development of industries in 
the different parts of the British Empire. They recommended that 
it was not necessary that every part of the British Empire should 
be heavily industralised. They recommended that it was desirable 
that heavy industries should be concentrated in Australia and Canada and 
it was considered that India should content herself with merely producing 
s(uiie essential raw materials, food, and other basic materials, so that 
India’s Imperial trade might prosper. Therefore, these questions which are 
raised by this resolution, with wdiich I again repeat I am entirely in agree- 
ment, raise other questions whicdi take this matter outside the purview of 
this House. 

I entirely agree that this (Jpportunity should be taken for developing our 
textiles and heavy industries on a much larger scale. I entirely ag-ree that 
this oj)j)ortunity should be taken for the devel(tpment of the basic machine 
production industries. We should liave dt‘vcloped our heavy chemical 
industry, which is today ])racticaHy the basis of indust lial life in its different 
as])ects, on a miudi larger scale. But this <*an lx* done only through the 
ca])ture of political ])oweT and the realisation of Indian inde})endenco. 
Unfortunately, there were some ])o]itical conditions — somi^ jxditical party — 
Avhich acted as a bar and which ])revented the attainment of national (iov- 
ernment which is an essential pre-condition to the full and free development 
of industries. J respectfully submit that the party to which the honourable 
member belongs is in some ways respojisible for this condition of things and 
that is one of the ri*asons why our problem of industrialisation has not been 
solv(‘d. That party, Sir, contributed to the impediment in this respect and 
that party was more responsible for the juditical deadlock than any other 
])olitical party or grou]) of this country. 

Now, Sir, while I agree with the honourable mover that ste])s should be ‘ 
taken to develop (*ertain industries of this ])rovince and that all possible 
pressure tliat we can bring to bear u})on the Government of Bengal should 
be brought upon them, at the same time I would appeal to my friends 
opposite to see that their ])arty should not put imjiediments in the way of 
the development and advancement of Indian freedom. Tt is quite clear that 
without a greater control over governmental mafvhinery nothing can be done 
for the develo])ment of the various indiistries of this country. Therefore, 
my apj)eal would be just as earnest as that of the honourable mover to all 
sei'tions of the House to accept the resolmUon and I think this resolution 
will be carried. There is nothing in it to which objection ctui be taken. 

The resolution wants that principal articles manufactured by the enemy 
countries should be manufactured here — but why only articles manufactured 
by the enemy countries? I w’ould go further than that and would say, 
articles manufactured in other countries. In his resolution the honourable 
mover has made an attempt — shall I say at hoodwinking ? But^ that is too 
harsh an expression — to allay the suspicion of the European Group by 
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mentioning specifically that principal articles hitherto imported from Japan^ 
Grermany and Italy should only be iiianufactiired in Ihuigal. My friends 
of the European (Iroup are tlius assured that it <^)es not touch the articles 
imported from Great Britain and other part^’ oi tJu' British Empire. But 
there is no reason why Great Britain and other Imperial countries should not 
wanf a share in tlie supply of articles used to be imported from enemy 
countries and on the odier hand, there is no reason why we should not 
ourselves produce articles now importt“d from Great Britain or the 
Dominions. 

In our country we want develoj)ment of all iiulustri s. AVe should 
replace articles not only imported from Japan, (xermany and Italy, as the 
resolution provides, but also articles imported from Great Britain and tdher 
•countries, by manutacturini** lliein in our own country. AVe have natural 
resources in our coiintrv tfhd the,\ should be develo])(‘d. Tain*, for e\am])le, 
the produ(;tion of machinery. AAT^ have ample raw materials to do this: 
it may be a very long time, it may be 10 or 15 years, bt‘fo:e we can ])roduce 
machinery and it may be that we may now get it more (‘conoinically from 
(freat Britain and other industrialised countries of the world. But in the 
long run it will be profitable to have the machinery ])roduced in our own 
country. Tin* position is that we have natural advantages. Let us tain* a 
single exanij)le am^ (‘.xainine it on its merits. I refer to the cotton ie.\tih*s 
of Lancashire. The raw material is supplied from abnanl and the cotton 
textile comes from Lancashire. From the point of view of raw mat(‘rials 
and of climate, all the advantages are with India. It is not t(‘nabl(* ev(‘n 
for a moment that if this industry is d(*velope(l here, (otton t(*\til(‘ would 
not be a profitable industry in India. Tln‘r(‘foj'e, Sir, 1 go furtln*r than 
what is said in the resolution and say tJiat w<* want the industrial life of 
this country so developed that whatever industries can ]>rofitably he 
developed here should be so develo])ed and that for this j)urpos(‘ no distinc- 
^tion should be made as to articles imi)orted either from (‘iieiny countries or 
from the British Empire. Therefore, Sir, as I said at the beginning, so far 
as the general purpose of the resolution is concerned, T ain entirely in agree- 
ment with the honourably ^Jover. AA^e regret that more was no! done before 
this war burst upon us. mlt I do not think he will disagree that today the 
economic resources of the allies are so hard-pressed and shipping sjiact^ for 
import of necessary machimiry is so restricted, that larg(*-scale industrial 
development is very difficult, j)erhaps impossible, without Indian indepen- 
dence. I do not think that this resolution is well-timed or is very easy 
to carry into operation without the capture of power by the Indian peoi)l(*. 
I hope his party wTll not any longer stand in the way of the advancement 
of Indian fr^dom, but will co-operate in bringing all the power that is 
possible ‘to the people of this land and will demand real national Indiafi 
Government., This alone will help in the industrialisation of India for 
without Independence here and now, this cannot be achieved. Let his 
party, therefore, wwk for Indian independence — independence which is 
being postpgned to some distant date — beyond the duration of the war. I 
think in so doing he will have support of all members of this House. 



464 NON-OIFICIAL EESOI^UTIOIlg. [6th Nov:, 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Sir, first of all I must say that Mr. Kabir looked 
4it the resolution ifoni a very wrong point of view (Mr. Humaytjn Kabir: 
He always does it). He accuses the patry to which I have the honour to 
belong. 

Now, Sir, Mr. Kabir has said that this resolution is ill-timed. I submit,. 
Sir, that nothing is too late. If it has been late, let us forget that it has 
been taken up late. If he is a lover of the freedoni of this country, if he 
has the best interests of the country at heart, he shouj^d have said, “we are 
late but lei us begin in right earnest.” But instead '©I that he accuses a 
party with which he cannot see eye to eye. About five years ago his motion 
regarding industrialization of the country was not adopted by this House 
and now he seems tol^e smarting under a very deep sense of sorrow that that 
re«^6lution was not passed at that time. Perhaps the late Ministry did not 
accept his resolution. Be that as it may, Sir, if he is a lover of his country, 
if he is a lover of freedom, he should act now i^ weight earnest to see that 
our industries are develo])ed. But he says that . the Muslim League is 
putting impediments to the attainment of t!te freedom of -India. Sir, I 
refute this charge most emphatically. This charge is uncharitable and 
unsympathetic. Indeed, it is a profanation to say that the Muslim League 
is an impe<liment to the attainment of the freedom of this country. 
Mr. Kabir should know well that the party to which 1 have the honour to 
belong is not less anxious for the attainment of freedom, and Khan Bahadur 
Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain is in no way less earnest than any member 
in this House, whoever that member may be, for the attainment of swetruj 
or freedom of this country. We have given enough proof in this behalf 
and the Khan Baliadur has al^) given proof of this desire sutficiently in this 
House. Sir, it is not only a very strong word, rather it is ad abuse of 
language to attribute to any party in this House the charge that it is an 
impediment to the attainment of siraraj. Now^ Sir, mere putting on a 
Khaddar neck-tie is not an indi(*ation that he has the highest desire for 
the attainment of suuinij in this country. Sir, the members of Muslim 
League party heie are as much anxious for the attainment of awaraj as any 
one else in India. 

Sir, he has taken objection to another w’^1 in the rewlution w’here 
it is said that those articles which used to come from the enemy countries, 
should be manufactured here. But, Sir, let us first begin wuth these 
articles. He says he is an ardent fighter for^he freedom of this country. 
Then, he should support this resolution unreservedly. There is nothing 
in the resolution to which he can ’take objectiofi. It speaks only of the 
industrial development of the country. /No sincere friend of the country 
can oppose the motion or say that the present time is not favourable for 
implementing a resolution like this. Who doe* not know ti.at even under 
more unfavourabki circumstances industries are being developed in all ‘ 
countries of the wwld? Now we are in distress and our peeple, as Khan 
Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain has said, are getting no employ- 
ment. The question of unemplojnient is becoming keener and keener daily 
and we must take steps so that they may not be totally extincte So, I want 
to tell my friend Mr. Kabir that his speech against the resolut’^*'- — though, 
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Sir, in a clever way he wanted to support the resolution, —was rather 
iincliari table and impolitic. With my whole heart, without any restric- 
tion whatsoever, I support the resolution thaf has been so ably moved by 
my leader, Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazsamuddin Hosain. 

KIim Sahib ABU^ QUASEM: Sir, I rise to accord my support to the 
motion that has been moved by the Leader of the Opposition. The 
resolution is confided to our province of Bengal with which we are con- 
cerned in this Legislature. It is a very modest resolution the Khan Bahadur 
has tabled with respect to the requirements of the province of BengaK His 
field is limited, because we are not here legislating or taking measures for 
the wholp of India. We are only proposing something which ooncerns 
^Bengal and which in the opinion of the Khan Bahadur is quite feasible. 
All that this resolution proposes is that the Department of Industries of 
Bengal should take up the manufacture of those articles which used to be 
imported from certain foreign countries and for this purpose a sum of 
money — Es. 10 lakhs — should be provided for helping such manufacture. 
Well, Sir, so far as the practicability of this motion or its impracticability 
is concerned, every one has got the right to an expression of opinion. There 
cannot be any two opinions about the desirability of manufacturing these 
articles on which 8engal has to depend upon imports from abroad. The 
Khan Bahadur in supporting his motion laid stress on the importance of a 
clear-cut plan, a well-thought-out plan, a plan which to use his language, 
should be systematically put into effect. There is undoubtedly an absence 
of such a plan so far as the Industries Department is concerned, and every 
member in this House has got a right to criticise the absence of such a plan 
on the part of the Department of Industries and Khan Bahadur has rightly 
criticised the lack of such a plan, Soviet Russia has worked wonders by 
adopting plans which they have carried out whole-heartedly, enthusiasti- 
cally and zealously. The result is seen in the magnificent resistance which 
Soviet Russia is offering to the mightiest military machine that human 
ingenuity could build, namely, that which is being used by Germany. The 
Khan Bahadiir has deplored the absence of such a plan and has asked that 
there should be such a plan and that it should be acted up to systematically. 
And in this behalf he proposes that a sum at least of ten lakhs of rupees 
should be allotted in the ne3?t year’s budget. This, Sir, is the recommenda- 
tion he proposes in his resolution. Every one certainly has got the right to 
express his views as to the practicability or impracticability of his proposal. 
I can understand that. But my honourable friend Mr. Humayun Kabir, a 
distinguished scholar and teacher of whom we are so justly proud, has chosen 
to inflict uposl^us a political homily under the cover of speaking on this 
motion. Sir, I can understand him as a scholar and as ^ teacher. I have 
nothing but the deepest respect, for him as such, but he is also playing the 
part of a politician. Well, Sir, when a professor and scholar becomes a 
politician, I do not know if politics gains or the professor suffers. I have 
my doubts about the utility of a professor and scholar dabbling in politics. A 
scholar should primarily confine his activities to the sphere where he can 
do things udbich are not ephemeral but permanent, sto do things whi^ ^d to 
43 
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the sum total of people’s knowledge and I believe Professor Humayun 
Kabir is endowed with talents in this behalf. But, Sir, here time which 
should have been devoted to the lasting good of mankind is being devoted to 
the exigencies of the situation of a particular political party. I do not wish 
to quarrel with him; he has got his own freedom of choice; but then he has 
chosen to inflict an attack upon the great All-India Muslim League, to which 
we of the Opposition have the honour and the pride to belongf,* when he says 
that the Muslim League is iipw acting as an impediment to the political 
progress of India, to its emancipation. Sir, he says something which is an 
utterly unfounded lie; it is a lie unfounded, utterly unfounded. (Inter- 
ruptions) if he has got any conception — I do not yield to Mr. Kabir: let 
him have patience 

Mr, HUMAYUH KABIR S On a point of order, Sir. A member is 
certainly entitled to make any statement he likes but if an honourable 
member uses language which is not only grossly unparliamentary but also 
goes beyond the dictates of ordinary civil discourse, then I think I can 
appeal to the C^hair to see that here we observe at any rate civilized forms 
of speech. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Are you referring t6 the word *‘lie”P 
I may say at once that that is an unparliamentary word. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Well, Sir, if that is so, I shall not say 
that it is a lie but that it is a “terminological inexactitude.” If 
anything could ever be characterised as a terminological inexactitude, that 
has been given expression to by Mr. Humayun Kabir. Now, to come to 
the main resolution. Sir, this is a matter, a very limited matter, relating 
to the industrial progress of the province of Bengal and therefore I do not 
know why Mr. Kabir drags in controversial, highly controversial politics 
into this matter, I would certainly not have intervened in this debate but 
for his gratuitous and uncalled-for attack upon the great Muslim League. 
He has made gratuitous remarks ^ 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: On a point of order. Sir. Is a member 
entitled to cast any reflection on the Chair P If I were irrelevant, it was 
the duty of the Chairman to call me to order; but since you, Sir, permitted 
me to speak, I do not think any member is entitled to say that I made 
gratuitous remarks, for “gratuitous” means that which is not called for, 
not necessary, and therefore, irrelevant. The meaning of the word 
“gratuitous” is something which does not come in aiSd which has 
been brought in by force and in other words it is irrelevant; and I submit 
that the honourable member has no right to use that word. * He has used 
words. Sir, which should not be used in this House 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, I submit, every one hac got a right 
to criticise the speeches delivered in this House and I am making a 
legi^pia^ criticism. It is perfectly legitimate according to mb and I am 
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giving expression to the opinion, to which I am perfectly entitled, about 
the speech delivered by Mr, Humayun Kabir. 1 do repeat that it is 
gratuitous and he has no right to make such -untrue allegations against the 
Muslim League. 

Now, Sir, coming to the resolution itself, it is quite a modest resolution 
relating to the industrial progress of the province. But in critising it 
Mr. Humayun Kabir suddenly made the Muslim League, to which I have 
the honour to belong, responsible for the non^development of the industries 
of India, because according to him it is the Muslim League which is respon- 
sible for the present political deadlock, as he used the expiessioii just now. 
May I most humbly ask Mr. Humayun Kabir to which 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERilEE: Sir, on a point of order. Are we 
discussing Professor Kabir or the resolution before the House. The 
honourable member is deviating from the subject under discussion. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: I have every right to criticise the speech 
delivered by Mr. Humayun Kabir, though according to Mr. Naresh Nath 
Mookerjee it may not be relevant 

Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, is it relevant 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: It is perfectly relevant. I have every 
right, representing as I do the Muslim League, to criticise Mr. Humayun 
Kabir, when he found fault with the Muslim League in his speech. 

I belong to a party — the Muslim League — a very big party — it is 
not a small party like the Krishak Praja Party of Bengal — it is a party which 
represents one hundred million Muslims of India. He, Sir, has no place 
in the body-politic of the Muslim 

Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERJE'E: Sir, are you going to allow this 
sort of discourse? This is irrelevant digression. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Mr. Humayun Kabir is responsible for 
this irrelevant digression and I have every right to reply tb that digression. 

I say that the real cause of this political deadlock he will find, not in the 
activities of the Muslim League Party, but he will find it elsewhere, in some 
other party — the party which has declared that India belongs to one 
community namely, the Hindu community and if any other community 
wants to live fn India they will have to live on terms offered by the Hindu 
community. We have been told in clear and unmistakable language that 
India is Hindus’ land — Hindusthan. We have been told that we must 
learn to be content with the &anges water instead of the Zamzam water. 
That is, Sir, the idea of that party. And do they really expect that the 
hundred million Muslims will submit to it? The Muslims stand for the 
freedom of all peoples dwelling in this sub-continent of India — for them- 
selyes as well as for others. The Muslims are determined to have sovereign 
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states for themselves in regions where they are in a majority. Who is 
responsible for this political deadlock P It is certainly not the Muslim 
League — it is the Hindus, the chauvinistic Hindus 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. If Mr. Humayun Kabir 
has said anything about the Muslim League, I think you have no right to 
cast any reflection on the Hindu community. It is quite irrelevant. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASIM: I submit. Sir, it is not irrelevant. I 
was saying that the deadlock is not the creation of the Muslim League 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. But what has that got to do with the 
Hindu comunity ? 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: Sir, I am referring to the Hindu Maha- 
sabha organisation and the public pronouncements of the leaders of that 
body. They are public property and it is open to any member to criticise 
other members 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. It is unnecessary to tell 
you that it is expected of honourable members to confire their remarks to 
the subject under discussion as far as possible. Hourable members should 
not indulge in freely criticising other honourable members. I expect you 
to observe parliamentary conventions and allow the proceedings of the 
H5use to go peacefully and not to generate unnecessary heat. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: I would have confined myself to the 
subject under discussion if Mr. Humayun Kabir were not allowed to make 
those remarks. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: If you have got to say anything you 
must confine yourself to the subject under discussion. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: Sir, the deadlock has not been created 
by the Muslim Ij^ague Party but it has been created by other parties. 
The Muslim League Party desires freedom for all Indian peoples, Muslims 
as well as Hindus. It does not desire freedom for one particular section at 
the cost of others. 

Sir, I whole-heartedly support the resolution. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE ROY CHOWDHURY: My friend Khan 
Bahadur Saiyed MuaEzamuddin Hosain has provided us with an opportunity 
for disci^ng the possibilities of industrial development in this province. 
That the country in general and this province in particular is industiiaiiy 
very backward, none will deny. It was expected that the war will stimulate 
the manufacture of many articles which in peace-time were being imported 
from outside, particularly from countries like Germany and Japan. It is 
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itnfortunate, Sir, that the Government of India, which could have taken 
Ae* initiative in the stimulation of industries, has proved very unhelpful 
in this field. We know 'the attitude which it took up in respect of the 
manufacture of automobiles in India. 

Although, Sir, the resources of a Provincial Government like that of 
ours cannot cope with the< financial demands of a large industrial concern 
like that of an automobile factory, I believe, that in smaller spheres the 
Provincial Government may still do much by way in helping in the 
manufacture of many articles consumed in this province. In peace-time, 
people would purchase and use many articles without even enquiring as to 
the country of their origin. They would take them without hesitation as 
part and^ parcel of their life. As, however, the w^ar i)roceeded, it was 
brought home to them as to how dependent we were not only for our smaller 
luxuries but also for many of the necf\s8aries up(»n foreign countries. This 
sense of dependence is certainly, in my opinion, an excellent factor for the 
stimulation of national industries. This sense, instead ot creating a feeling 
of helplessness, ought to have been exploited for creating industries of our 
own. 

Every one in the mufassil and many in the towns know the utility and 
the necessity of lanterns. They were being imported to India partly from 
the United States,* partly from Germany and to a large extent from Japan. 
The cheaper lanterns were mostly being imported from Japan. Every 
one knows how the declaration of war in September, 1989, became responsible 
for the shooting up of prices of these articles and how the extension of ihe 
conflict to the Far East made these articles really unavailable in the market. 
It is very unfortunate, I may repeat, that there is no establishment in this 
province for the manufacture of these lanterns. The jiroc.ess is not very 
difficult nor would a factory started in this connection involve a very heavy 
expenditure. 

• There is another article of every-day use to which, I may refer, I mean 
parasols and umbrellas. The price of these articles has shot up by nearly 
100 per cent. This is mostly due, Sir, to the fact that the particular type 
of cloth which is necessary for making umbrellas is not available in this 
country. Its manufacture might easily be undertaken on an extensive scale 
in India. Here also the opportunity which has been provided by the war 
should on no account be missed. It should be utilised for placing a new 
essential industry in this country on a satisfac'tory and stable basis. 

I should also refer to the importation of dolls and otlier play things for 
children imported in huge quantity both from Japan and Germany. These 
articles are fjfncy and attractive and at the same time not very costly. But 
all the bame the amount of financial drain from this country on this score 
is huge. It^ might be stopped at least largely end a new industry may be 
stimulated in this province, 15 the manufacture of dolls might have l>een 
undertaken on new lines here. In Krishnagar and other places in Bengal 
such articles had been manufactured on old lines and a large body of people 
made their^living out of it. I do not mean. Sir, that these old industries 
should be in any way discouraged. But I am certain that even on cottage 
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scale much could be done by way of manufacturing the fancy articles which 
are imported from outside. Examples of this kind may be multiplied to 
any extent. But, I believe, Sir, I have already referred to some which may 
convince the Government that there is an excellent opportunity provided 
by the war for the stimulation of new industries in Bengal. 

The question, of course, will arise as to how the Government may move 
in the matter. It is not, in my opinion, essential that the Government 
itself should be responsible for starting and managing these industries on 
its own account. The State Aid to Industries Act is on the Statute Book. 
This Act has been worked so far in a very conservative manner. I believe 
some of its provisions may be so altered as to make the Government position 
vis-a-vis the provincial industries one of real initiative, control and 
supervision. Our capital as well as our enterprise have been found to be 
rather shy, particularly in respect of new industries. In view of this with- 
out the Government initiative it cannot be easily possible to undertake the 
manufacture of the articles to which I have referred above. The Govern- 
ment should not only find men who may be interested in the starting of 
these industries, but these men should be given financial assistance, both 
by loans as well as by subvention. The marketing facilities should also 
be provided in every way possible. I believe that if serious efforts are made 
by the Government, the face of the province may certiinly be changed. 
But to this end we require men in the Department of Industries with proper 
vision and outlook. With these few words, Sir, I give my general support 
to the resolution. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahackir M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, a public meeting 
has been convened at the Calcutta University Institute Hall today to condole 
the death of our late President. This meeting will be presided over by the 
Chief Minister and most of the members of this House are anxious to attend 
the same. As the meeting will be held at 4-30 p.m., it is high time that , 
the proceedings of this House should come to an end. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: We are of the 

same opinion. 

Mfi DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: May I take it that it is the desire of the 
House that under the circumstances, as stated by the Leader of the House, 
we should adjourn today’s business a little early? (Cries of yes, yes.) 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

Before you adjourn the House, may I request, Sir, that the^pext meeting 
should not be held before Tuesday next? Tomorrow is Kali Puja and day 
after tomorrow comes the Diwali festival. As a matter of fact, ,two days are 
generally provided in the Government holiday list; but this year owing to 
Sunday falling, one day has been allowed. It will be very inconvenient 
for the members to come down to Calcutta to attend the Council on Monday 
next. I would request you, and through you the Ijeader of the House, to 
adjourn the House till Tuesday next. 
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8lf BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I entirely support the suggestion 
made by Raja Bahadur, because tomorrow is tl^e immersion ceremony and 
then there is another Hindu festival on Monday. Many people will be 
going home, and it might be difficult for them to come back to attend the 
sesdton on Monday. I think the Leader of the House will agree and you 
will take into consideration the proposal made by the Raja Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 am sorry "l am 
unable to agree to the proposkl. (l<ivernment programme has already been 
fixed. Therefore, I cannot accede to the proposal of my honourable friends. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is an appeal made to the 
Government on behalf of the Hindu community. 

I am perfectly certain that the majority of the Hindu members hold 
the same view. I hope the HonUile the Leader of the House will take this 
fact into consideration before he turns down this request. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; On behalf of 
my party, 1 may say that we have no objection to the projional, and trust 
that this concession will be shown to the Hindu members of the House. 

« 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: In view of the almost 
unanimous desire of the House, I will take the responsibility upon myself of 
communicating with His Excellency the Governor for his approval of the 
suggestion endorsed by all sections of the House. 

(Many honourami.e membkr.s : Thank you.) 

Mri DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Council now stands adjourned till 
‘^-15 p.m. on Tuesday, the 10th November. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Tuesday, the lOtli 
November, 1942. 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


Second Session, 1S42— No. 17. 


The Council met in the Ije^islative Chamber of the Legislative Building*, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 10th November, 1942, at 2-15 p.m., beinj? the 
seventeenth day of the Second Session of 1942, pursuant to section 02(2) (<?) 
of the Government of India Act,. 1935. 

• Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Audul IIamti) Chowuhuhy) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

39. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on behalf of 
Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury); Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Defence and Co-ordination Department be pleased to 
state 

(a) if the slit trenches in Calcutta are usable by the public at the 
present time ; 

(h) if not, whether the Government will see that these trenches are 
refilled; and 

^r) if it is not a fact that the slit trenches in their present conditions 
have become the breeding ground of mosciuitoes causing malaria 
in the city? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN (on behalf 
of the Hon’ble Mr. 8. K. Basu, Minister in charge of the Civil Defence and 
Co-ordination Department): {a) Jn most places they are not usable. 

(h) Filling-in the trenches has been considered but it has been rejected ; 
such a course would be very co.stly, and the re-excavated trenches would not 
be satisfactory. 

(c) It is probable that mosquitoes are breeding in ^any trenches: every 
effort has been made to obtain some prophylactic to prevent such breeding 
but there is none available. 

Adjournment Motion on police-firing at Kishoreganj. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Sir, 
before you pive your ruliufj on the point of order raised in connection xrilh 
the motion *for adjournment regarding the incident at Kishoreganj, may 
I request you to kindly postpone your ruling till the return of the Hon’ble 

O 
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Chief Minister from Delhi? He has gone there, Sir, on some important 
ofScial business and is expected to come back on Tuesday next. Before 
leaving Calcutta, he had been to Kishoreganj himself and received both 
official and non-official versions regarding this incident. He has still been 
receiving information from both official and non-official sources and some 
enquiries are still beiig made. He desired me to inform you that he would 
like to make a statement with regard to this incident before a ruling is 
giveh by you. So, on his behalf I would request you to postpone the ruling 
on the adjournment motion till Tuesday next. Moreover, I submit that 
the matter is suh judice : the police has submitted charge-sheets in the case. 
But in spite of that, for the satisfaction of the House, the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister will make a statement dealing with all the relevant facts so that 
the mover of the motion may, after hearing the statement, not press 
his adjournment motion. So, I would request you to postpone this matter 
till the Hon’ble Chief Minister’s return from Delhi. 


Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; On a point 
of information, Sir. Is the House going to continue up to Tuesday next 
when the Chief Minister is expected to return from New Delhi? 

The Hon’ttle Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; Sir, I am not in a 

position to make any definite statement today as to whetlier the House will 
continue up to Tuesday next. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Sir, on a point of information. If the House 
does not continue till Tuesday next, then wliat will he the fate of this 
adjournment motion? Will it go by default? 

Now, Sir, the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi llashem A|i Klian says that 
the adjournment motion may not be ])ressed today. I do not undersiand 
what he means by ‘‘not pressing”. Does he want us to withdraw the 
motion? It relates to a matter of very urgent public importance and cannot 
be kept pending si?ie die or even for more than 48 hours. If it is not pressed 
today, the motion will lose its urgency and objection may also be taken by 
the Hon'ble Ministers then that the motion has defaulted by lapse of time. 
So, I want your definite ruling on this point. 


The Hon’ble^ Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Sir, so far 
as the question of urgency is concerned, no objection will be raised on that 
ground if the motion is postponed for a week or so. < 


Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Nflishipur: Sir, 
the very fact that the Chief Minister has said that he will make a statement 
in this House after his return from New Delhi shows that the House will 
continue to sit up to that time. Certainly, he proposes to make a statement 
in this House and not outside it. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is the Hon’ble the Leader of the House 
iu A position to enlighten the honourable members as to whether or not the 
present session is going to continue up to Tt,\i8day next? 

Kh&n Sflhib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, l)efore the Leader of the House 
makes a statement on tlie subject, may I ask a few questions 

deputy PRESIDENT: I will give you opportunity to ask your 
questions later oti. I am going to emiuiie of tlie Hoirble the Leader of the 
House as to whether the House will continue to sit up to Tuesday next. 

^ The Hon’Me Khan Bahachir M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, as I have 
already submitted, I am not in a jiosition to make a detinite statement as to 
whether the House will continue up to Tuesday next. ILit if the (liief 
Minister has expressed his desire that he would maki- a statement on 
Wednesday next, then certainly the matter will have t() be sc'riously 
considered. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, with your leave, may 1 say a few 
words? One Hon’jde Minister says that the Chief Minister has been away 
to New Delhi on a very urgent public business and that he desires that 
you will be pleased to give your ruling on the point of order raised in 
connection with the adjournment motion on the Kishoreganj incident after 
he has made a statement on Tuesday next in this House on his r(‘turn 
from New Dellii. Now, Sir, another Ilon’ble Minister, who hap])ens also 
to be the Leader of the House, says that he is not sure whether the 
Council will sit till Tuesday next. This is most confusing; the two state* 
ments are contradictory, ttovernmeiit should clearly state what an; their 
intentions in this matter. Two Ministers mak(‘ two contradictoiv and 
^conflicting statements. Sir, you are the guardian of the rights and jirivi- 
leges of the House and I ajipeal to you to have a (deal* and unambiguous 
statement on this matter ihe Hon’ble Leader of the House. 

Tho Hon*bl8 Klisn Bshsdur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, the position is 
this. If the I’riniary Education Hill is finished by Thursday, Lc., day 
after tomorrow, the House will be prorogued that day. ]hit if the B ill is 
not finished, we go on till the next week. In that ease k may be possible 
for the Chief Minister to come back from Delhi and make<tiie statement. 
This is the position. It is now for the Opposition to say whether they feel 
that the Bill fan be finished by Thursday, including its Third Heading. 

Mfi NUR AHMED: I\^e ai^ likely to reach the Third Heading stage on 
Monday next. 

Mr. LACIT CHANDRA DAB: Monday and Tuesday are Government 
holidays. 
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Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, this also leaves us where we were. 
The Chief Minister evidently desires to make a statement on his return 
from Delhi. The Government, without consulting what the actual position 
is, are making two statements. Are they serious? I wonder whp is serious, 
— the Leader of the House or the Chief Minister. The Leader of the House 
uses the word “if”. We are not satisfied with “ifs” in regard to a definite 
and urgent matter of public importance like this and it is the •privilege of 
the House that this matter should be taken on the floor of the House before 
the House is prorogued. 

I appeal to you, Sir, as the custodian of the rights and privileges of this 
House to see that discussion of this motion for adjournment is not prevented 
by reason of this shifting policy on the part of the Government. . Govern- 
ment do not seem to be sure of their own ground. They say that if a 
certain business is disposed of by Thursday next, the House is going to be 
prorogued. That comes into conflict with the statement made by the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Hashem Ali Khan that the Chief Minister proposes 
to make a statement on Tuesday next. The first statement conflicts definitely 
with the categorical statement of the Minister in charge of the Co-operative 
Department. There are so many “ifs” in these two statements that we 
find it very difficult to form any definite conclusion. Therefore, we in the 
Opposition do want to have definitely and positively an assurance that the 
House is going to sit till Tuesday next to enable the Chief Minister to 
make his promised statement. Otherwise, we shall insist on moving each 
of the three adjournment motions. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, the position as 
envisaged by Khan Bahadur Abul Quasem 

.s 

Khan 8ahib ABUL QUA8EM: I am not a Khan Bahadur, Sir. The 
Hon’ble Minister ought at least to know that. 

The Hon’ble Mr, 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Well, you may expect a 
lift very soon. 

Khan 8ahib ABUL QUA8EM: I do not expect that; nor do I hanker 
after that. 

The Hon'ble Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U; Well, Sir, the Khan 
Sahib says that the position taken up by the Government is problematic. 

I do not think he is justified in making that observation. j Government 
cannot possibly take upon itself the attitude that although the ordinary busi- 
ness of the House is concluded and the session runs out its normal course, we 
shall at considerable public expense keep the session going on for the purpose 
of enabling a particular item of business to be taken up next week. The 
Hon’ble Leader of the House has made this perfectly clear. If the busi- 
ness which is on the Order Paper is continued for the rest of this week 
and is not concluded, th^n certainly there will be another sitting during 
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the next week. If, on the other hand, the business is concluded by this 
week, nobody can guarantee that for the piirpi'^e of discussing this motion 
alone the House will sit once again next w' That is tlie position which 
the Hon’ble Leader of the House has niade perfectly clear on behalf of 
Government and there is no ambiguity about it. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Whai about 
the statement of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Hasliem Ali Kliany 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Well, Khan Baluidui 
Hasheni Ali Khan has said that the Hon’ble Chief Minister is away on an 
urgent mid important public business at New Delhi and has expressed a 
desire after his return to make a statement on Tuesday next, ])rovided the 
House is in session till then. By this he (‘annot be meaning that if the 
normal business before the House is finished, only for the pur]H)se of 
this adjournment motion the House will be called to sit next w(‘ek. There 
is no ambiguity about it eitlier. It is i)erfeclly clear and reasonable: I 
mean the attitude taken uj) by both my honourable (*ol leagues. Now the 
question is: whether it can be (‘xpectcMl that the consideration of the Primary 
Education Bill will be over by this week. My general a])preeiation of 
the situation, as ^ can understand from the Ojjposition, is that the Bill 
cannot be disposed of finally by Thursday and tliat as such the session is 
bound to be prolonged into the next week. If the adjournment 
motions are taken uj) today, they will take the whole of the day and 
w^e are bound to have sittings during the next week in conse(iuence. If. 
on the other hand, the adjournment motions are not taken uj) today, there 
is likelihood of the current business being over by Thursday, although some 
of my friends are telling me that even then it is not likely that the BUI 
will be finished by Thursday this week. So, under these circumstances, 
all that the Government can do at the present moment is to give a guarantee 
that they will not raise any objection on the ground of urgency in respect 
of this adjournment motion if and when it is taken up on Tuesday next, 
provided the House continues to sit till then. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Otherwise, the 
statement may be made next session ! 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, in' conne(;tion with the 
passing of a Bill, the Third Reading is a very important stage and w’e have 
in this House invariably set apart a separate day for this. There are still 
60 amendments at least to be gone through and it is not likely that they 
will be finished in the next three days. And even if we do finish the amend- 
ments by Thursday next, we Shall not be in a position, as has been rightly 
suggested by the Opposition, to take up the Third Reading of the Bill on 
Thursday, since that would break the convention we have created in this 
House of ifbt taking up the Third Reading on the day that the amendments 
are finished. In the normal way, the Third Reading of the Bill will have to 
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be left over till early next week. Now, Sir, it is for you and the Leader 
of the House to decide whether you will continue till next week or conclude 
this week. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Sir, I regret very much to say that the wajr in 
which the Hon’ble Mr. S. K. Basu has put the case is more misleading 
than the two Hon’ble Ministers who spoke before him. We do not want 
to be misled on a matter like this. It is our privilege to know exactly 
whether there would be any sitting next week or not. It is our privilege 
and we must know whether we wdll be allowed to move this adjournment 
motion before the present session concludes. In the first instance, we do 
not know if the Hon’ble the Chief Minister will return on Tuesday. Even if 
he returns on Tuesday, we do not know whether any statement will be made • 
or not and yet we are being deprived of our right to move and discuss this 
motion. The motion is very important and it is in the public interest that 
it should be moved. So, we should never allow ourselves to be deprived of 
the privileges which have been given to us by law. The Hon’hle Minister 
says that i‘f the debate does not conclude on Thursday and if the session 
continues till the next week, etc, etc. Sir, there are so many “ifs’^ in the 
statements of the Ministers. W^e want to get rid of “ifs”. We want to have 
the statement from the Hon’ble Chief Minister this sesfion since he has 
agreed to make one. We want to have a definite understanding and we 
want to know from you. Sir, custodian as you are of the rights and privi- 
leges of this House, whether this motion will be allowed to be moved, 
considered and discussed in this session. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN; Sir, it is clear beyond any 
doubt that the Hon’ble Chief Minister has gone away to attend to some 
urgent business at Delhi and that before he left he had definitely stated 
that he would be coming back on Tuesday next and make a statement. This 
is a fact which ought to be borne in mind in discussing other subsidiary 
matters 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: What do you mean by subsidiary matters? 

Rai Sahib JATIMDRA MOHAN SEN: I mean that which is ancillary 
to the matter which has arisen. If he had been present today in Calcutta, 
he would have been here and would have made the statement and the whole 
trouble would have ended. Now that he has gone after leaving a definite 
instruction that he would be coining back on Tuesday and that he would 
make a statement after his return, that should end all controversies over the 
matter; and the question of adjournment motion next week or the question 
whether the normal business regarding the Primary Education Bill would 
be concluded or not this week should not ha^^e been raised at all. Again, 
Sir, I have got a very important motion to be moved today. This relates to 
a very important matter. I do not like that this should be postponed till 
the next session. I should like a statement from the Hon’ble' the Chief 
Minister, who is also the Home Minister, on the fioor of this House in 
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tke current session. So it is ver\' desirable that some arrangement should 
be made for the prolongation of the sitting nevt week, so that important 
matters that are pending may be discussed u>id decided. 

Hi'* DEPUTY PRESIDEMT: The Hon'ble Minister in charge of the 
Co-operative Department has suggested tliat I should withhold my ruling 
on the point of order raised with regard to the adjournment motion till 
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister returns from New Delhi and makes a state- 
ment. Several points have been raised in tliis connection the most important 
of w’hich is : whether the House will continue till Tuesday or not. 

Now, as regards the prorogation of the House, it is entirely in the 
exercise of the special rights of His Excellency the (lovernor. Nobody else 
•is in a position to give any guarantee as to when the House will be 
prorogued. Hut as regards the possibility of the business of the House 
continuing till Tuesday next, I simply draw your attenticm to the fact that 
15th, 16th and 17th November are public holidays. Now, in deciding 
the (jnestion raised by the HonTde Minister in charge of the Co-operative 
Dei)artment, 1 must be guided by the desire of the House. The leaders of 
dilferent parties may settle that. In expressing their opinions they should 
bear in mind the following facts: 1 have already stated that in the matter 
of prorogation nobtdy is in a position to give any guarantee. As regards 
objection about the point of urgency of the matter, if the House desires 
that 1 should postpone my ruling, 1 can assure the House that 1 shall waive 
the same and protect the mover of the motion in that respect. I shall go 
further and say that in the meantime I shall be very glad to take up the 
other adjournment motions which are pending. 1 leave the matter entirely 
to your consideration and after I hear you, I shall decide the question. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, T think in 
a matter like this we cannot dei)end upon “ifs’^ and “buts”. No one can 
*doubt the urgency of the adjournment motion, and since it has already 
been moved, it is now the jirivilege of the Hf)use that the Chair’s ruling in 
connection with the point of order relating to my motion should be given 
today. It cannot be deterred to suit the convenience of anybody. Sir, 
the law is no resj)ecter of persons; neither is the rule of our House 
respecter of any person. The Chair cannot allow us time to bring our 
party members from their houses to su])port u motion. The Chair is not 
to meet the wishes of any honourable member or Minister. He is here 
to administer the rules as they stand and to see that they are properly 
observed. So, I think it is our privilege to have a decision here and now. 
If the Hon’ble the Chief Minister is to make a staten^nt to this House, 
we may Siccede to his request only if it is definitely stated that there will 
be a sitting of the House on Wednesday next. Unless that definite under- 
taking is given, w^e are not prepared to accede to his request. And in that 
case the House should proceed with the adjournment motion. If the under- 
taking is not given, it may so happen that the House may be prorogued 
and the diSjussion on the adjournment motion which is likely to prove 
unpalatable will be evaded. 



470 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


[10th Nov., 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Nasipur: 

Mr. Deputy President, Sir, there is no denying the f$ict that one adjournfnent 
motion is still before the House and that several other adjournment motions 
are pending. In view of the fact that the Chief Minister has expressed 
an intention that he would come back on Tueiday next and would make a 
statement, I think it may be presumed that J^e House would continue to 
sit till Wednesday next. And, with regard to prorogation that, Sir, as you 
have jusly observed, depends upon the Governor. If the Governor decides 
to prorogue the present session, no one can say anything about it. But 
in fairness to the members, Sir, I think the House should sit on Wednesday 
next, so that the Chief Minister may make a statement. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8s Sir, on behalf of my party, I beg* 
to . 

Mr. ME8HBAHUDDIN AHMED: What paih do you represent? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8; Bengal Congress Parly. I beg to say 
that you should withhold your ruling. Tlie Chief Minister has made a 
simple request and there is every possibility of tliis House continuing to sit 
till Tuesday next. I do not see any possibility of ibis Ho^iise being prorogued 
this week. So you should postpone your ruling till the Chief Minister 
arrives. 

Mr. J. B. ROSS: Sir, our feeling is that in the absence of the Chief 
Minister no adjournment motion which concerns his departnient can reason- 
ably be taken up, and, therefore, the proi)osal i)ut forward by the Leader of 
the House that the discussion of this adjournment motion should be deferred 
until the return of the Chief Minister is a perfectly reasonable one because, 
if the Chief Minister is not here, the discussion appears to me to be point-* 
less. In Ihe meantime, we have business before ihe House with which we 
can go on. I think we should not waste the time of the House in dis- 
cussing a motion whi(‘h in the absence of the Chief Minister is pointless, 
when we can get on with other business which is before the House. The 
question of proroguing the House, as you have suggested, is one for His 
Excellency the Governor and no one in this House is in a position to say 
whether the House will be prorogued by Saturday or not. Therefore, discus- 
sion, on that matter also is pointless. I agree with the other leaders that 
you should withhold jour ruling until the Chief Minister returns. If he 
is here on Tuesday or Wednesday and the House is still in session, he can 
make the statement If the House is prorogued, then it i# just, too bad, 
but it cannot be helped. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: I also agree with Mr. Ross. I 
think, Sir, you should postpone your ruling till the Chief Minister comes 
back. Anyhow, I think, we shall be able to carry the ^ssion up to 
Thursday, and Friday being a non-official business day,- there need be no 
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fear of prorogation till the next week. I think the House will not be 
prdrogued by His Excellency, before the Primary Education Bill is finally 
disposed of. 


Mr. MESHBAHUDDIN” AHMED: We cannot go on indefinitely on 
“ifs” and “possibilities”. * We want a definite guarantee from you. Sir, 
as to whether the Hou.se will continue till the next week. 


Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir. I only want to make one observa- 
tion. Mr. Ross has said that if the House is prorogued before the Chief 
Minister returns, “it will be all too bad”. 

a 

Mfa DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I would reque.st the Khan Sahib not to 
criticise any statement made by the leader of any party, as I simply wanted 
to ascertain the views of the House, and the leaders have helped me by doing 

so. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir; when 1 was 
asked to say whetlier the House would be prorogued this we(‘k or the next 
week, I could iioi possibly give a definiie answer, for it was only the 
Opposition which was, in my o])inion, in a position to give a definiie idea as 
to how long the Primary Education Bill would take 1o finish. It is Ihe 
Opposition that has been moving amendments and we, on this side of the 
House, are not making any speeches. It was, therefore, more within the 
competence of the 0})i)osition to give Ihe House a definite indication, in 
which case I could have been able to give my opinion as to whether the House 
would sit next week or be prorogued this we(‘k. Be that as it may, as you, 
Sir, have very rightly observed that the matter of prorogation of the House 
is within the competence of His Excellency the idovernor alone, I cannot 
today standing on the floor of the House say what was moving in the mind 
of the Governor in this respect. However, in deference to the wishes of the 
various parties, I now find myself in a position to make a statement that in 
all probability the Primary Education Bill will not be concduded this week, 
so that we shall perforce have to sit next week. In that case, both the 
business, viz., the finishing of the last stage of the Primary Education Bill 
and also the statement of the Chief Minister can be taken up Tuesday next. 

Mr* DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Do I understand that the position is that 
if the Education Bill is not finished by Thursday this ^eek, the House will 
continue to sit next week? 

The Hor/ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes. Sir. 

Mr* DEPUTY PRESIDENT: After this statement made by the Hon’ble 
the Leadef of the House, perhaps the Oijposition will not press for a 
ruling from the Chair today ! 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: We would 
certainly very much like to hear the statement from the Hon'ble the Chief 
Minister, and we are much oblig^ed by the statement from the Leader of the 
House that the House will continue till the next week. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENTS Then, do I take it that the House agrees 
to wait for the statement of the Chief Minister in connection with the 
adjournment motion? 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Yes, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENTS Thanks. This disposes of one item of 
business. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Sir, another 
adjournment motion stands in my name. 

Rai 8ahib JATINDRA MOHAN 8EN: I too have given notice of an 
adjournment motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: W^ell, it will come upJater. 

The next adjournment motion stands in the name of Khan Bahadur 
Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, I do not 
like to press this adjournment motion if a statement is made on behalf of 
the Government as to what the position is with regard to the dearth of small 
coins in tlie mofussil areas. If the Hon’ble Leader of the House makes 
a statement, I will not press the motion. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, it does not appear 
that this matter is the primary concern of the Provincial Government. 
However, if my honourable friend wants a statement to be made, that will 
be done day after tomorrow. I shall have to collect relevant information 
before I can make the statement. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: I think this will satisfy the Leader of the 
Opposition. As regards the otlier motions, they are identical with the one 
already moved and so they will automatically stand over. There is another 
motion standing in ^the name of Rai Sahib Jatindra Molian Sen. 

Rai 8ahib JATINDRA MOHAN 8EN: May I move it, Sir? 

I 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Order, order. May I request the honour- 
able member to follow the convention which the late Hon’ble President was 
trying to establish? According to that, instead of moving suc£ a motion, 
he may move for papers on the subject in the first instance? 



1942 .] 


ADJOFENMENT MOTIOJ^. 


479 


Rai Sahib JATINORA MOHAN SEN: I realise the position, Sir. 
Beiilpr a supporter of the present Government, it is not quite right for me 
to move an adjournment motion as it might be construed as a censure 
motion. T do not want to move this motion as a censure motion and shall 
be satisfied if I have some information from the Hon’hle Home Minister 
on matters that I Jiave mentioned in this motion. The qm^stion now is 
whether I am to move this motion formally or this will stand over. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir. it is not necessarv for him to call 
for papers, because if he moves his motion formally, I can move an amend- 
ment to that motion calling for papers. 

. Mr. DtPUTY PRESIDENT: In that case, I shall have to examine if 
the motion in its present form is admissible. 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadurp of Nashipur: But, 
Sir, unless the motion is moved formally, the matter will not be before the 
House, 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Instead of moving this motion formally, 
you may move for papers. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: My motion may be taken uj) as 
a motion asking for papers. 

Sir, is it necessary that I should read out my adjournment motion? 
Because, some honourable members may take the objection that unless I 
formally move my motion, there will be nothing before the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: You may simply state what is the subject 
t)n which you move for papers. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: All right, Sir. The follow- 
ing are the subjects for information about which I move for jiapers : (1) a 
series of devastations said to have been committed in the houses of the 
Scheduled Caste Hindus of villages Moradanga and Sitaldanga in Porsha 
police-station, Boriai and Noapara in Tapan police-station, Tepukuria in 
Patnitala police-station and also of villages Tiloni, Hawaii, Baghdanga, 
Arjunpur, Malahclia and Titihar all in Balurghat .subdivision in the district 
of. Dinajpur, at a distance of 10 to 20 miles from Balurghat town, by the 
police, armed and unarmed, accompanying the police p§rty who conducted 
the searches in the.se houses either in the immediate or approximate presence 
of the District Magistrate, the Superintndent of Police or Deputy Superin- 
tendent of Police; (2) the continuous looting of the properties of all kinds, 
viz,, paddy, rice, pulses, utensils, gold and silver ornaments, cash money, 
beddings, corrugated iron sheets, agricultural implements, etc., etc., from 
the houses Si the Scheduled Caste Hindus, Uraons and Santhals of the 
village Moradanga for a week by about 200 Muslims under the leadership of 
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one Nasiruddin Sarkar of village Khanjanpur who carried these looted pro- 
perties valued over 50 thousand rupees in broad daylight over the public high- 
way while the district authorities were camping at Sapahar Dak Bungalow 
not far off ; (3) the shooting down to death of 3 Scheduled Caste Hindus and 1 
TTraon and wounding several others in villapjfe Parlarhat by armed police by 
the orders of the Circle Inspector of Tapan police-station. All these inci- 
dents took place in the last week of September, 1942; all information and 
news about them were suppressed by the authorities and came to my know- 
ledge on Friday, the Gth instant at 5 p.m. after the Council sitting of the 
day was over. 

What I now propose to do is that instead of moving this as a sort of ad- 
journment motion, I call for the papers and I request that the Hpn^ble the 
Home Minister may be pleased to make a statement on the incidents referred 
to. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is the Hon’ble the Leader of the House 
in a ]>osition to say anything on this subject on behalf of the Hoirble the 
Home Minister? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; Sir, T undertake on 
behalf of the Home Minister to make a statement on tbc*^ subject next week. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The next adjournment motion stands in 
the name of Mr. Nur Ahmed regardiim* the Midnapore Cyclone. May I 
know if you have any objection to wait till tomorrow? 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Yes, Sir, I can wait till tomorrow. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: All right. The House will now resume 
further discussion on the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) 
Bill, 1942. 

The Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1942. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2 of 
the Bill, in sub-clause (I) (5), after the wnu’d “women’’ appearing in 
line 2, a comma be inserted; and for the words “interested in education 
and” in lines 2 and 3. the words “one being a Muslim and the other a 
Hindu, who shall be directly interested in the advancement, management 
and control of primary education, as Secretary, teacher or benefactor of a 
primary school or as an educational expert, and” be substituted. 

Sir. in moving amendments Nos. 4 and 5, I fully gave the reasons 
which actuated me in giving notices of this amendment. Well, Sir, it was 
said on behalf of the Government party that the members of the Opposition 
did not pay so much heed to consider Government proposals bn their own 
merits. That, Sir, I humbly wish to say is not correct. All the amendments 
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tkat we have given notice of are. in our kumbl# judgment, proper and neces- 
sary for the improvement of the Bill which is before the House for consi- 
deration. What is the response that we are getting from the Government? 
Though we are giving clear reasons for the amendments, — in the thinking out 
and giving notices of which wfe have taken considerable pains, the Hon^ble 
Minister in charge of this Bill only a few minutes ago said that the Govern- 
ment did not think it worthwhile to make speeches in reply to our arguments. 
This, I take it is a clear hint that they are treating the Opposition with 
silent contempt. All the pains tliat we are taking are simply being lost upon 
the Government, because they liaA’e got a standing majority to carry their 
wishes into effect. Therefore, they do not care to consider our proposals on 
their merits. Govcriinieut say that we are not reasonable, whereas we find 
• that there is complete want of reasons on the part of the Government. If 
you will permit me, Sir, I will just in a few words . 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, on a point of order. This 
amendment is very similar to amendments 11, 12 and 13 which we have 
fully discussed and voted upon and I think it is really a waste of the time 
of the House to go over the same ground. We have expresvS(*d our views on 
this point and so also the Government. The Khan Sahib knows what those 
views are very wefl. It is a waste of time of the House because the only 
alteration in this motion is a comma and after the words ‘‘shall be’^ the 
word “directly” has been inserted. I ask you to judge whether it is not an 
amendment which overlaps the other motions. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, my 
honourable friend has not followed the previous amendments. Those 
amendments were in respect of the provision of the Primary Education Act 
as it exists, i.e., out of 5 nominations, two should be women: one being a 
♦ Hindu and another a Mahomedan. But the Khan Sahib has accepted 7 
nominations out of wdiom one should be a Hindu woman and the other a 
Mahomedan. It is quite different from those whicli have been j)reviously 
disposed of. 

Khan 8ahib ABUL QUA8EM; Sir, I assert, I am not wasting the time 
of the House, but I am supporting my amendments by reasons. Indivi- 
dually, I am making it possible for the Chief Minister to come and address 
the House on the day fixed by him. I am taking pains which the Govern- 
ment party ought to have taken so that the pious wdsh expressed by the Chief 
Minister is fulfilled, so that he may be in a position to make the intended 
statement. I •am simply aiding the fulfilment of his wish. But still they 
would find fault with me. Well, Sir, I proceed. 

I said in my previous speeVh that it is necessary that there should be 
statutory provision that of the tw’o women representatives one should be a 
Muslim and the other a Hindu. I have given full reasons for my proposal. 
I do not wish to depend upon any pious wish expressed by an Hon’ble 
Minister which may or may not be respected by his successor in office. 
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Since in tlie present statute i^hich is being sought to be amended there is a 
clear distinction between Hindus and Muslims as such and Scheduled Castes 
as such, and as there is already a provision for the separate representation 
of Muslim and Hindu and Scheduled Caste members as such on the different 
committees and different bodies created by this particular statute, why should 
Government in this amending Bill fight shy of following in this matter 
what they have already accepted as their principle in the original Act? 
It is not as if the Government is seeking to eliminate this distinction 
altogether so far as this Bill is concerned ! Therefore, my proposal is quite 
fair and justified. And I appeal to the Government to accede to our wishes. 

Next I turn to the words ‘interest in education’ \ That is quite a vague 
term. Therefore, in my motion I have tried to define how this iiitlirest is to , 
be shown and tested. I sometime ago gave specific instances why Govern- 
ment cannot be trusted to make appointments or nominations in respect of 
educational institutions as they have often, if not always, appointed some 
people, who, I am sorry to say, have nothing to do with education proper: 
and, indeed, whether they have at all got any educational qualifications is a 
matter for serious enquiry. I assured Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee the other 
day that if he would take the trouble he would find to his astonishment 
that persons have been appointed to selection committees and govern- 
ing bodies of educational institutions for which they have little 
fitness. It is for this reason that I suggest that Government should not 
be trusted with the power of nominating members to committees and 
governing bodies in respect of educational institutions, because their past 
conduct does not show that they have used this power properly ; they, on the 
contrary, have chosen persons who cannot fall within the description 
‘interested in education”. T^et me quote from the Act. The preamble 
of the Act says, “Whereas it is expedient to make better provision for the 
progressive expansion and for the management and control of primary 
education in rural areas in Bengal, so as to make it available to all chidren ‘ 
and with a view to make it compulsory within ten years”. In my amend- 
ment I have quoted words from the preamble of the Act. In keeping 
with the object of the Act, I desire to provide that whoever is to be nomi- 
nated or appointed to the committee must show that he or she is interested 
education in a direct way and therefore I have suggested that he or 
she has got to show that he or she is interested in the advancement, 
^"management, and control of primary education, as secretary, teacher or 
benefactor of a primary school or as an educational expert. This, I submit, 
i$ quite reasonable and we are of opinion that Government would be well 
advised in accepting this amendment. I suggest that they should not stick 
to their old method of nominating on principles of party patronage people 
who have no claim to fitness for the work involved but whose claim is based 
only on their support of the Government and on their being in the good 
books of Government. That is very undesirable. I, therefore, propose 
that whoever may be appointed to the committee must be able to say 
that he or she is directly interested in primary education as secretary, 
teacher or benefactor of primary institution or as an educational expert. 
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expert**. But the words ^‘interested in education^’ are such that they have 
a general import. The language should be left undisturbed without any 
explanatory notes. With these words, I oppose the amendment of Khan 
Sahib Abul Quasem. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINs Sir, I beg to 
support the amendment which has been moved by my friend Mr. Abul 
Quasem. It is regrettable that even a lawyer of the eminence of Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das has not followed the previous two amendments and says that 
they are same and almost identical, only the words have been changed. 
The other two amendments wanted that in sub-clause (1) of clause 2, para- 
graph (h) be substituted by a new paragraph. The amendment now before 
us proceeds on the assumptitm that the number of nominated members 
should be increased by two, whereas the other two amendments of Mr. Hur 
Ahmed wanted that there should be no addition to nomination but that the 
old sub-section should stand with this modification that of the five nominated 
members two should be ladies, one Hindu and one Muslim. According to 
this amendment of Khan Sahib Abul Quasem, the number of nominations 
may be increased by 2, as proposed in the amending Bill. Now, Sir, it is a 
quite different amendment altogether and I wonder how a lawyer of the 
eminence of Mr. Das, just like Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee, could say that 
they are identical. The amendment now before us does not question the 
addition of two more members who should be ladies but merely seeks to 
specify definitely that one of them should be Muslim and the other Hindu, 
as otherwise favouratism may prevail. Our friend, Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh 
Eoy, also said that in the interest of the Hindu community it should be 
definitely laid dowm that one should be ear-marked for Hindus and the other 
for Musliids. So, this is a very reasonable amendment and I hope the 
House will accept it. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M, ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I think that 
the amendment formerly moved was slightly different from the amendment 
now moved by Khan Sahib Abul Quasem. In this amendment he praticularly 
defines the qualifications which, in his opinion, should be demanded of 
jj^rsons who are to be nominated as members of the Central Committee. 
As a matter of fact, I am not convinced by the arguments that he has 
tidvanced in support of his amendment and I do not think I should be 
justified in making a violent presumption that the people who are nominated 
*(lli the Education Boards are people who generally do not interest themselves 
in education. In that view of the case, I am unable to accept the 
amendment. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
in clause 2 of the Bill, in sub-clause {l)(h), after the word ‘‘women” 
appearing in line 2, a comma be inserted; and for the words “interested in 
education and” in lines 2 and 3, the words “one being a Muslim and the 
other a Hindu, who sha\l be directly interested in the advancement, 
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management and control of primary education, as Secretary, teacher or 
benefactor of a primary school or as an educational expert, and^’ be / 
substituted. 

The motion being put, a division was challenged with the following 
result : — 


AYES— 11. 


Ahmed, Mr. Meshahuddin. 

Ahmed, Mr. Nur. 

Azii, Khan Sahib Abdul. 

Baksh, Mr. Kader. 

Hosain, K^an Bahadur Salyed Muazzam- 
uddln. 


HoMain, Mr. Latafet. 

Molla, Khan Sahib Subidall. 

Momln, Begum Hamida. 

Quasem, Khan Sahib Abul. 

Rahaman, Khan Bahadur Mukletur. 
Talukdar, Dr. Katiruddin. 


NOES— 17. 


Barua, Mr. D. L. 

Choudhury, Mr. Moazzemali. 

Chowdhury, Mr. Khorshed Alam. 
Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur RezzaquI 
Haider. 

Cohen, Mr. D. 4 * 

Das, Mr. L. C. • 

Ferguson, Mr. R. W. N. 

Karim, The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. 
Abdui. 


Maitra, Rai Bahadur B. M. 
Mookerjee, Mr. N. N. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur Ataur. 
Ray, Rai Sahib J. N. 

Ray, Mr. N. N. 

Ross, Mr. J. B. 

Roy, Mr. A. D. 

Roy Chowdhury, Mr. B. K. 
Sen, Rai Sahib J. M. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. 
For the amendment — 11; against the amendment — 17. Therefore, the 
amendment is negatived. 


Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Nur Ahmed, before you move your 
'next amendment, will you please explain the ditt'erence between your 
that one and amendment No. K: which has already been disposed ofP 


Mr. NUR AHMED: The difference is that in this amendment there are 
not the qualifying words “who shall be directly interested in the advance- 
ment, management and control of primary education, etc., etc.^’ Ther^ Is 
also this difference — that I leave a free choice to Government to appoint one^ 
Muslim and one Hindu. These are the points of difference between my 
next amendment and the preceding one. 

Mr, DEPITTY PRESIDENT: Do you want to move this amendment? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Yes, ’certainly. 

Mr. DEfUTY PRESIDENT: In that case, I would request you to 
restrict your speech exclusively to the point of difference between this 
amendment and the preceding one. 

45 
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mistake. Sir. It is not the same amendment, it is quite different.) No, 
Sit, it is the same. The wording which appears in the Bill is; after the 
words “of whom”, the words “two shall be women interested in education 
and”. In the amendment of Mr. Nur Ahmed he wants that after the 
word “women” in line 2, <he words “one Muslim and one Hindu” be 
inserted. Now, if these words are inserted, it will read as “one Muslim 
and one Hindu interested in education”. These are exactly 

the words used in amendment No. 14 whidi says, “ one Hindu and one 

Muslim interested in education as members of the (‘ommittee in the 
pre8cri])ed manner”. The only difference in amendment No. 11 is that it 
says, “two shall be women — one Hindu and one Muslim, connected with 
primary education and”. So, the only words left in this amendment are 
“connected witli primary education”. Now, Sir, even if these words are 
left out from the present amendment, still it will read “one Muslim and 
one Hindu interested in education”. So, for all piactical purposes the 
substance of all these amendments is identical and I oppose it as such. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I rise to 
8up])ort tliis amendment. This amendment is (|uite different. Amendment 
14 speaks about co-option and not nomination. As regards amendments 
Nos. 12 and 13, Ihey are also quite different from tb^ present amendment. 
Amendment 12 says that after the words “of whom” in sub-clause (/>), the 
words “two shall he women — one Hindu and one Muslim and” be inserted. 
It means that of the five nominations, two should go to woman, one Hindu 
and one Muslim. It does not accept two additional members being nomi- 
nated. It merely qualifies the provision made in the original Act. But 
this amendment is quite different and not identical, as Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das said just now. Sir, the amendment now hefore us accepts the (iovern- 
inent j)roposal of increasing the number by two; but it i|ualifies that of 
these two, one should be Muslim and the other Hindu, and T think there 
should be no objection. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I am very 
sorry that I am unable to accept this amendment. 

Ir 

Mr, DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is: that 
in sub-clause (1) (h) of clause 2 of the Bill, after the word “women” in line 
the words “one Muslim and one Hindu” be inserted. " ^ 

(The araeidnient was negatived.) 


Khan Sahib ABUL (A^ASCM:. Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2 of 
the Bill, in sub-clause (7), after paragraph (h), the following new para- 
graph be added, namely: — 

“(c) for the words ‘shall be representatives of the Depressed Classes’ the 
words ‘shall belong to the Scheduled Qpstes’ shall be substituted,” 
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I am aware, Sir, that the arguments that we advance are all lost upon 
the Hon’ble Minister. He does not see any wisdom or intelligence in the 
arguments that we put forward. Through you, Sir, I make an appeal to 
the intellect of other honourable members of this House. May 1 draw the 
attention of the House to clause 3 of this amending Bill ? There c the 
Government proposes that “two members who shall belong to the Scheduled 

Castes “ The language I have used in my amendment is taken bodily 

from the language used in this particular clause of this amending Bill 
and for a very good reason. The words “depressed classes’’ have ceased tr) 
be current in legal and political phraseology since the pa.ssing of the Gov- 
ernment of India Act, 1935. Sir, the words ‘‘depressed classes’’ were in use 
before the present Government of India Act came into effect. The words 
“Scheduled Castes’’ mean those castes which are specifically enumerated in 
a schedule to the Government of India Act. Government has also recog- 
nised this and in clause 3 (2) (hh) these words have been used by it in its 
amending Bill. I have only tried in my amendment to bring the entire 
language of the Bill in conformity and uniformity with the present state of 
affairs so far as this phraseology is concerned. In ihe Bill Government has 
used the word “Scheduled Castes’’; but in the Act the phrase “Depressed 
Classes’’ is allowed to remain. This is anomalous. I think, Sir, this is a 
necessary amendment. . 

Mtt DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 2 of 
the Bill, in sub-clause (/), after paragraph (h), Ihe following new paragraph 
be added, namely: — 

“(r) for the words ‘shall be representatives of the Depressed Classes’ 
the words ‘shall belong to the Scheduled Castes’ shall be 
substituted.’’ 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, 1 oppose the • 
amendment, because in my opinion the expression “depressed class” has a 
wider application than the expression “scheduled castes”. Therefore, I 
cannot accept this amendment. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Obviously, it includes other castes 
besiaes the scheduled castes. Sir, will the Government explain for 
the benefit of the House as to w^hy did they then use the expression 
“scheduled castes” in place of “depressed class” in clause (S) of this 
amending Bill? 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Does the word “depressed class” bear the 
same meaning as “scheduled caste”? (Cries of “No”! “no” from the 
Opposition.) 
t 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: My opinion is that 
the expression “depressed class” has wider application than the expression 
“scheduled castes”. 



1942 .] 


PEIMARY EDUCATION BILL. 


483 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
in clhuse 2 of the Bill, in sub-clause il), after paragraph (h), the following 
new paragraph be added, namely: — 

. for the words ‘shall be representativ es of the de))rcssed classes’ the 
words ‘shall belong to the scheduled castes’ shall be substituted”. * 

The question being put, a division was challenged with the following 
result : — 


AYES— 9 . 


Ahamed, Mr. Matbahuddin. 

Ahmed, Wlr. Nur. 

Azii, Khan* Sahib Abdul. 

*H08aln, Khan Bahadur Salyed Muazzam- 
uddln. 


Hotsaln, Mr. Lataf&i. 

Molla, Khan Sahib Subldall. 
Momln, Begum Hamida. 
Quaaem, Khan Sahib Abul. 
Talukdar, Dr. Kasiruddin. 


NOEfr—U. 


Barua, Mr. D. L. 

Choudhury, Mr. Meazzemall. 

Chowdhury, Mr. Khorshed Alam. 
Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur RezzaquI 
Haider. 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. • 

Dae, Mr. L. C. 

Karim, The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. 
Abdul. 


Maltra, Ral Bahadur B. M. 
Mookerjee, Mr. N. N. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur Ataur. 
Rashid, Khan Bahadur KazI Abdur. 
Ray, Ral Sahib J. N. 

Roy Chowdhury, Mr. B. K. 

Sen, Ral Sahib J. M. 


Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Order, order. The House lias divided. 
For I he amendment- — 9; against the amendment — 14. Therefor(‘, the 
amendment is negatived. 


Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM; Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 2 of 
•the Bill, sub-clause (2) be omitted. 

Sir, what the Government propose in this particular sub-clause which 1 
seek to omit is to officialise the Central Primary Education Committee which 
is to regulate the development of primary education for the entire province 
of Bengal, The projjosal of the Government is that the Director of Public 
Instruction shall be e,r-offlcio Chairman of the Central l*rimary Education 
Committee and that the vSecretary to the Committee shall also be appointed 
by the Government for the first five years. This is, Sir, officialising the 
Central Committee altogether. It is a great wonder to me that my friends 
who style themselves as the Congress Party or some other party and who 
were once so Joud in their professions and protestations that officialisation 
should bp done away with root and branch and eliminated altogether, it is 
really a wonder that that very party who are now supporters of the present 
Government should be going bfck completely upon their past professions and 
protestations and supporting the creation of an official body to advise ^^overn- 
ment in regard to such a matter as primary education. And the Chairman 
of this Cofhmittee is going to be an official and the Secretary is going 
to be appointed by Governmient, according to its own choice. That is 

* m 
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to say, this committee is going to be an oflScial committee, practically 
speaking. If these two functionaries are to be nominated it may 1)e as 
well to have the whole committee nominated by Government. This 
proposal, Sir, is against the trend of the public opinion and feeling 
and we of the Opposition are against it and are of opinion that this 
officialisation should not be encouraged but should be definitely discouraged. 
Here is a committee which should certainly elect its own Chairman and in 
these days of political advancement in^ Bengal the Government should not 
have taken upon themselves to appoint the Chairman and the Secretary . 
There is no reason why a committee elected by the public should not be 
trusted to clioose a pro])er Chairman and proper Secretary. I, therefore, 
move my motion and I hope that my friends of the other side will show 
that they are really opposed to officialisation of committees and o'ther publio 
bodies and that it is not mere clap-trap when they cry against officialisation. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved; that in clause 2 of 
the Bill, sub-clause (2) be omitted. 

. ^ * 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, T (►ppose this motion. It is a 
negative motion. It only says that sub-clause (2) be omitted. He has not 
given any suggestion as to what should take its i)hi(‘e. ^Sub-clause (2) is an 
important j)rovision. It deals with the constituiion of the committee and its 
function. So, it is suggested there that the Director of Public Instruction 
should be the (w-officio Chairman of that committee and then it is next 
suggested that its Secretary should also be appointed. A Secretary is neces- 
sary f(»r a committee to work. A Chairman is also ne(‘essary. Government 
suggested that the Chairmanship should go to tlie I)ire(^or of Public Instruc- 
tion. Next, Sir, the Secretary should be appointed for^the first term from 
among the elecled members — I he choice is limited — tjie choice is in Govern- 
nieiitj^s hands and they^are empowered to select the Secretary. But the choice 
is restricted ifi the sen|e that Government will exercise its power of selecting 
the Secretary from among the elected members of the committee. Then, 
Sir, it is provided that after five years the committee itself will elect its own 
Se(Tetary from among the elected members. Therefore, Sir, as I said, it 
is a negativi^ amendment and without making any suggestion and giving 
any reasons it seeks to omit the sub-clause altogether. So, I oppose it. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, my 
friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das has again made a mistake. If my honour- 
able friend will please look up the rule, he will find that under sub-clauee " 
{S) of section 66, Government have power to make rules and appoint its 
Chairman and so on. So, it will not be unworkable if this amefidment is 
accepted. The amendment is on the other hand very good and I hope it 
will be accepted. But the next amendmenf that will be moved is very 
defin||p and I hope that will not be opposed. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM. Sir, I oppose the 
amendment. 
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Mr> DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: thnt 
in clause 2 of the Bill, sub-clause (2) be omittecl. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr» NUR AHME,D: — Sir, I beg to move that in .sub-clause (2) of 
clause 2 of the Bill for the proposed sub-section (.‘i), the following be 
substituted, namely: — * 

“(J) The C\)inniittee .sliall c^t its own Chairman and Secretary from 
among.st ’the members of the (Vntral Pr’mary Eduwition 
Committee/’ 

Sir, sub-(*laiise (3) of cluu.se 2 of Ihe Bill runs us follows: — 

“(J) The Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, shall be (w-ihfficio 
Chairman of the (-ommittee, and there shall be a Secretary of 
the (Unnmittee who shall for the first term of five yi*ars be 
a])poiuted by the Pl*ovineial (iovernment from amongst the 
elected members of the Board and who sliall thereafter b(‘ eletded 
in the ])rescribed manner by the members of Ihe Committei* 
from amftngst themselves.” 

-i; 

Sir, in my amendment I propose that the (^ommitlee shall elect its own 
Chairman and Secretary from among its own members, (joverninent by 
introducing this sub-clause has made an innovation which, 1 think, is unic|ue 
in the history of legislation. 1 have .searched for presidents, and of course, 
1 speak subject to correction, but I have found none and 1 sliall lie glad 
to be enlightened if any honourable member can show me any jirecedeni 
anywhere and in any similar Act in India or in Bengal. This is a most 
^etrog'iade step that is sought to be provided for in this Bill, ^.^'he Chailhnan 
of the ronimittee is going to be ajipointed by (jovertfnnmt for all time, as 
if the ])eople of Bengal cannot be trusted. It is a slur on the people of 
Bengal that they cannot elect the (diairmaii or the Secretary of the Central 
Committee set up for regulating and controlling primary education in this 
province and that no one fit to take charge of these offices can be found. 
They are being treated by Government in an insulting manner. This atti- 
tude of the Government should be (‘ondemned by every self-respecting man 
of Bengal for the Government are proclaiming indirectly that they are unfit 
to hold important jxisitioiis in an important Committee who.se function is to 
advise and guide the course of primary education in Bengal. Sir, the 
Bengal Legislative Council and the Bengal Legislative Assembly have elected 
their own President and Speaker respectively. Even the municipal bodies 
elect their ovm Chairmen; an^ it is only when they fail to elect their 
Chairmen that Government appoint them. Here, it is not a question of 
appointing a Chairman to this Committee on a particular occasion; bmt the 
Government ^is going to appoint a man who will be ex-officio Chairman 
not for one year, not for two years, but for all time to come. I would 
request the honourable members of this House t(^ give this aspect of the 
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matter their serious consideration. My amendment is a very simple one. 
I have only wanted that the Chairman and the Secretary should be elected 
by the members of the Central Committee. If the Committee so wish, 
they can elect the Director of Public Instruction to be their Chairman. 
But why there should be any provision in the amending Bill that a parti- 
cular official shall be the Chairman ex-ojjicio and that for all time to come? 
^As tM&gs stand, the Director of Public Instruction has very little to do with 
primary Education. There is a Special Officer for that. Therefore, Sir, 
from every point of view the proposed sub-section (3) should be altered. 
So, I appeal to the House accept my amendment which is very reasonable 
fVit. 


Mr. DEPUTY i*ki:9IUI:N1 : Amendment moved: that in sub-clause 
(2) of clftuse 2 of the Bill, for the proposed sub-section (3), the following 
be substituted, namely: — * 

^*(3) The Committee shall elect its ovjn Chairman and Secretary from 
amongst the members of, the Central Primary Education 
Committee. 


'^Mr. LAUT CHANDRA DAS: I rise to oppose the amendment and I 
will a4duce in support of my contention the very same ground which has 
been advanced by my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed himself. Now, Sir, T do not 
say that the proposition that has been laid down by the Government is an 
ideal one. **1 do not say that in such matters as the Ceaitral Primary 
EducalioS Committee the chairmanship of the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion is essential. I believn there are several non-of^oial educated gentlemen 
in Bengal who may be trusted to carry on the duty. But, any way, there is 
no doubt that here is an educational expert who knows the ins and outs o^ 
education, so that if his services can be lent for chairmanship of the 
Committee, that selection will be for the good. That Mr. Nur Ahmed also 
wants that file Government should appoint the chairman of the Central 
Primary Bducation Committee would be apparent from what he has stated 
in motion No. 24, “The Provincial Government shall appoint a Chairman 
of the Committee for first five years”. (Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzam- 
tJDDiN Hosain : He has not yet moved that and you cannot refer to it.) 

I know that amendment No. 23 is now before the House but I am only 
referring to his sentiments and views with respect to the chairmanship,^ 
In amendment No. 25 


Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: «ir, I rise on 
a point of order. How can Mr. Das refer to another amendment which is not 
yet before the House? He must restrict his observations to the amendment 
whiefe is before the House. But he is referring to another motion which 
may or may not be moved at all. I want a ruling from you on this point. 


Sir. 
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• Mr. .DEPUTY PRESIDENT. Mr. Das, instead of refGiTiuj>- to an 
amendment which has not yet been moved, better’ apeak in support or 
against the amendment under consideration. 

• 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Now, Sir, speaking against the aineiid- 
ment before the Ho\ise 1 wish to show how the mind of luy friendj(,i*. 
Ahmed is working on the question of chairmanship. He reall|j^ thinks tl!at 
the best person to be selei ted as chairman of the Central Primary Education 
Committee would be the Director of Public Instruction. He says, “The 
Provincial fTOvernment for the first five years should appoint a ChidrnHUl.*’ 
In another amendment he says that the Director of Public Instruction should 
be an ix-offirio Chairman of tlie CoriRnittee. AVith these words, I oppose 
the amendment. 

i 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, my 
iiiend Mi. Lalit Chandra Das could not givt^ any repl^ 1o the ame|Ldment 
so ably moved by iny ^friend Mr. Nur Ahmed. Mi. Niir Ahmed has 
definitely sought to put on an elective basis the offices of the Chairman and* 
the Secretary. Election,^. Sir, is a principle for which the Congress Party 
was crying loudl^^^ long as they were in Opposition and I believe Congress 
still stands for the principle of election outside this House* But sitnply 
because they are now on the side of (lovernment, they seem to havejorgotten 
their jiast history and have even gone to the length of supporting in this 
House the principle of nomination, forgetting all their past views and prin- 
ciples. (Mr. L.alit Chandka Das; Question!) In th^ past they" denounced 
in as loud a tongue as possible the principle of aiipointments dhd^nomina- 
tions; and it is ^trange^that they are now 8lil>porting the nrinm'ple of officfeli- 
sation. They are iiott^ supporting the jirinciple of officialising the appoint- 
ments of the Chairman and Secretary of a very important elective *^ublic 
institution, although only a few months ago they were lond" in deprecating 
officialisation of public institutions. They are now. agreeable to support the 
appointment of the Director of Public Instruction as e,v-officio Chairman 
and they also support tkat the Secretary to the Committee forithe first five 
years will be another officer of Government. Mr. Das has said that for the 
Committee to have expert knowledge at their disjiosal it is necessary that 
the Director of Public lustriiction should be the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee; but I say that if the Director is a member of the Committee that 
alone should suffii'e for expert advice, for advice (tould be sought 
"^rom him if he were merely a member of the Committee. Is it 
necessary folk this purpose that the Director of Public Instruction should 
be the Chairman of an elective body or institution whicli will deal with 
matters relating lo jiriniary education of the Province of Bengali If 
expert advice is to be given so much value that an expert should be the 
Chairman of the Central Committee, we might on this ground as well 
contend that the Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal ouj^hl to be 
the President of the Bengal Legislative Council and the Secretary to the 
Governor should be the Prime Minister of Benj^l, because they are greht 
administrators and expert officers. They have got expert knowledge and 
46 
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they stiould be the President and Home Member and no# we who have been 
elected by the people. Sir, my friends opposite, — especially the Congress and 
Mahasabha friends — cry loudest for Self-Government, Swaraj, Independence, 
liberty and freedom ; but when they come here they forget everything tyid* 
declare that because certain officers are expert administrators, and possess 
e^ert ^^owledge of administration they should be entrusted with the admi- 
nistration even of a simple matter like primary education and that they 
cannot trusif^lheir own men. They can only talk and talk of Swaraj and 
Independence, etc., but do not mean it seriously. I, therefore, ask the 
mencijbers on the other side of ihe House to place their hands on their chests 
and say if they are going to vote with us or not, so that the outside world 
may note the real tendency of the people who come to this House to r^resent 
great electorates* in the rural areas — that though they are loud in their 
professions tJiey do not mean it. 

Th6 Hon’Kilo iCItan Bahadur ABDUL KARIM: Sir, the discussion 
on thi^motion has turned largely on what we call w/im-patriotism. I may 
4 C^ind my friends of the Oppositioil and the hanourable mover of the 
Amendment that under the existing Bengal Rural Primary Education Act, 
the “official” District Magistrate has been ea'-offiMo Chainnan of the Dis- 
trict “School Board for two successive terms and that the District 
Inspector of Schools, another official, has been its Hecretary for the same 
period, ^han Bahadur Saiykj) Muazzamuddin Hosain : But these are 
not ideal arrangements.) Now, Sir, (‘oming to the officialisiition of the 
Central Cdim|ittee of Primary Education, my 'honourable friend forgets 
that there is fhe accepted doctrine ihat one who pays the piper has the right 
to c^pll for the tune. Government is financing all these institutions and not 
the public. — at least ^at the initial stage. The proportion of Government’s 
contriliption is about 60 per cent, and the public works cesses, etc., contri- 
bute" about 40 per cent., but that too is gradually going on the descending 
scale. Therefore, my honourable friend cannot expect the Government to 
entrust the administration of this department, which entails an expenditure 
or rather a contribution from Government to the extent of crores and lakhs 
of rupees, to non-official hands. As a matter of fact, we have our painful 
experience in recent tijnes of finding that such non-official bodies as the 
district boards and municipalities, are being gradually superseded. With 
all this experience before us, ii would be idle to expect that Government 
can forego its legitimate right to appoint its own Chairman on the Central 
('’ommittee and thereby have all controlling power over the finance. It is*, 
not a question of literacy here — ^the Director of Public Instruction knows 
very little of Bengali language or other things and I cannot* look* at this- 
question from that aspect. But I would look at the financial aspect of 
the question. The question is that the admihistration should le managed 
for so many years by Government; therefore, they should have their own 
officers rfis Chairman and Secretary. I take the matter in that view. I pro- 
pose to explain the matter more fully during the Third Reading df the Bill. 
For the present, for this and other reasons, which I will disclose hereafter, 

I cannot see how I can accept the amendment. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
in sub-clause (^) ol clause 2 of the Bill for tlie proposed sub-section (^), 
the following be substituted, namely: — 

^{3) The Committee shall elect its own Chairman and Secretary from 
amongst the members of the Central Primary Kducation Com- 
mittee.’' 

The motion being put, a Division was challenged with the following 
result : — 

AYE8-^ 

^ Aliinad, Mr Mesbahiidclin« Hotaln, Mr. Latafat. 

* Ahmed, Mr. Nur. Momin, Begum Hamidaei^ 

Ailz, Khan Bahib Abdul. Quasem, Khan Bahib Abut. 

Hotaln, Khan Bahadur Balyed Muazzam- Talukdar, Dr. Katlruddln. 
uddin. 

NOEB— 14. 

Barua, Mr. D. L. ^ 

Choudhury, Mr. Moazzemali. 

Chowdhury, Mr. Khorth^ Alam 
Das, Mr. L. C. • 

Karim, The Hon'ble Khan Bdhadur M. 

Abdul. 

Maltra, Rai Bahadur Bi M. 

Mookerjee, Mr. 0 . N. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 'order, onlei. The House t'a/T divided. 
For the amendment — 8; against tlie amendment- !4. Therefore, the amend- 
ment is negatived- 

now adjourn tin* House (ill 2-lo ]).ni. tomoirow. 

Adjournment. 

The C'ouncil then aHi»>urue(l till 2-15 p.m. on Wednesday, the 11 th 
November, 1942, 


Rahman, Khan Bahadur Ataur. 
JIashid, Khan Bahadur KazI Abdur. 
Ray, Rai Bahib J. N. 

Ray, Mr. N. N. 

Roy, Mr. A. D. 

Roy Chowdhury, Mr. B, K. 

Ben, Ral Bahib J. M. 
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Mambera abeant. 

The following ineinberK were absent from the meeting held on the lytli 
J^ovember, 1942: — * 

(1) Khan Bahadiir Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Rai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

"*(3) Mr. S. 0. Chakraverti. 

(4) Mjp. Hainidul Huq Cliowdhury. 

(5) mI. Huraayun lieza Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. B. 0. Datta. 

(7) Mr. iff. 0. Datta. 

(S) Mrs. K. D’Bozario. 

(9) Mr. Km S. Dutta. 

(40) Bahadur Alhadj Khwaja Mohd Esmail. 

(11) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(12) Mr. Humayun Eabir. 

(13) Khan Bahadur Mohd. Asaf Khan. 

(14) Maulana Miihamifiad Akrain Khan. 

(15) Mr. J. McEarlane. 

(16) Dr. R. K. Mookerjee. 

(17) Mr.^ T. B. Nimmo. 

(18) Mr. R. Pal Choudhury. 

(19) Dr. K, S. Ray. 

(20) Sir B. P. Singh Roy. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


Seoonil Sessioiii 1942— No. 18. 


The CorNni. met in the Lejrislative Chamlier of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 11th November, 194‘J, at 2-15 p.m., b|^ing 
the eighteenth day of the Sec'ond Session of 1942, piUoUant to section 
62(2)(a) ot the tlovemmeut of India Act, 19d5. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Audi i Hamid CIicO^^dhuiiy) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND. ANSWERS 

Leave for the Assistants of Excise shops. 

44. Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN (on behalf of Mr. Humayun 
Kabir): (a) Will the Hon'^ble Minister in cliarge of the Forest and Excise 
Department be pleased tp state whether he is a^are of the fact that in 
pursuance of an application of the assistants of the Bengal Ex(‘ise shops for 
leave and holidays, Mr. 1). MacPherson, i.r.s., late Commissioner of Kxcise, 
approved of the leave of the said assistants for 45 days in a year^ If so, 
have any steiis been taken by the Collector of Excise, Calcutta, and other 
Excise authorities for the enforcement of the said scheme of holidays? If 
so, what are they? 

, (b) If not, will he please enquire and direct the Collector of Excise, 

Calcutta, or the authorities concerned to enforce the said leave of 45 days 
in order to give relief to the assistants of the Excise shops? 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Upendra Nath Barman); (a) Mr. MacPherson. brought 
the request of tlie assistants for the grant of 45 days' leave in a ye^r to the 
notice of the Calcutta CountiT Spirit, Opium and Drug Association. That 
Association passed a resolution to the ehect that one month's leave with full 
pay should be given to the assistants in a year. 

(6) It is bej’ond the competence of the department to enforce the leave. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN; May I know^ wdiat has the 
Country Spirft, Opium and Drflg Association got to do with the granting 
of the leave which has been recommended by Mr. MacPherson? 

Tha HaniMa Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: That was an attempt 
made by the department to bring about a conciliation. 

47 • 
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Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: I do not still understand the 
answer. If the Commissioner of Excise approved that leave should be 
granted to assistants of excise shops for 45 days, why was not that recom- 
mendation given efect to instead of referring the matter to the Calcutta 
Country Spirit, Opium and Drug Association.^ Is not the Government 
competent to grant leave as recommended Mr. MacPherson? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: Not at present, as the 
excise shops are exempted from the operation of the Bengal Shops and 
Establishments Act. 


Assistants of the Excise shops. 

46. Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN (on behalf of Mr. Humayun 
Kabir): Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise 
Department be pleased to state whether he is aware that it is the contempla- 
tion of the Excise authorities of Calcutta and Bengal to grant promotion 
to the ^asfistants who have served the vendors of Excise shops honestly and 
satisfactorily for a long time and having all the requisite qualifications of 
a licensee, to the promotion of vendors? If so, will he be pleased to state 
when the said promotion will come into effect and what procedure is being 
adopted in cases like these? If not, will he be pleased to enquire and let 
the House know wehther any such action for the promotion is going to be 
effected ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: It is not the policy of 
the department to appoint successful salesmen as excise licensees en masse. 
Selection of licensees is made by Collectors at their discretion under the 
powers vested in them by the Bengal Excise Act and the Opium Act. 
Government do not contemplate to interfere with the discretionary powers 
of the 'Collectors in the selection of excise licensees. The claims of such 
salesmen as are outstanding, are considered by the Collectors and at times 
some are appointed licensees. 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahaclurp of Nashipur: On a 

point of order. Sir. On the J5th September last I asked a question 
regarding railway accidents. The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Communications Department then wanted to know whether I referred to all 
the accidents or any particular accident in which human lives were lost. 

The Hon’ble Minister then promised to reply to the question within a 
short time. For the convenience of the Chair I may read out what the 
reply was. The Hon’ble Minister’s reply was as follows: “I am not sure 
whether the honourable member refers to all railway accidents or only 
those which have resulted in the loss of human lives. I shall let the 
honourable member know the details as soon as I know what he actually 
means.” I said on hearing this reply: “With reference to th^ reply made 
by the Hon’ble Minister, I beg to state that at the beginning I had in mind 
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all^the accidents that had taken place during the year; but considering the 
fact that it was likely to involve much labour and time, I shall be satisfied 
if only those accidents which resulted in the loss of human lives are 
mentioned”. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Which Hon’ble Minister made that 
reply ? 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: The 

Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Khan. I would like to know today whether the 
reply promised by the Hon’ble Minister then would he ^ )rth(*oming during 
this session or not. Moreover, in the list of unanswered question w hich has 
• been supplied to us, I find that this question has not been included. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I would also 
like to make a submission in tliis connection, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Would the Hon'ble 
Leader of the House kindly enlighten the House on this matter 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I can only 
communicate with my honourable colleague concerned and ask him to 
expedite the' answer. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, we have 
been supplied with a long list of unanswered questions which are still 
pending. From this list we find that some questions of 1941 even are still 
pending, as well as some questions of this year. We would, therefore, like 
to know’ w’hen these questions w’ill be answered by the Hon’ble Ministers. 

^ Sir, the right of putting (questions is a valued right and privilege and 
answers to these questions should be given when the House is in sevssioii. 
But I am sorry to have to point out that questions are now’ being dealt with 
in a very leisurely fashion. We do not like that our privileges should be 
curtailed in this way. Hon’l L Ministers must make it a point to answer 
questions according to ihe time prescribed in our rules, that is, w’ithin 15 
days. If in any special case they require more time, they should come 
here and say that they require more time. That was the practice hitherto 
but now that practice is not being followed, with the result that the number 
of questions is accumulating and no answ^ers are forthcoming to questions 
‘^hich are pending for more than one year even. I hoi)e, Sir, you will give 
a ruling on this point and direct the Hon’ble Ministers to give answ’ers at 
the proper time or ask for more time to do so. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I can assure the 
House that the questions which are pending will all 1)€ answered as speedily 
as possible if not in this session, at least in the next session which is likely 
to be held in December or some time later. I may explain that this diffi- 
culty has arisen because of the abnormal times ^ through which we are 
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passing. Besides, there has been a total dislocation of Government business, 
a great number of its ofiSces having shifted to other places from Calcutta. 
That is the main reason for this delay in getting all the questions answered 
in time. 


Adjournment Motion regarding Midnapore cyclone. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. I have received notice of 
a motion for adjournment of the House from Mr. Xur Ahmed which runs 
as follows : — 

That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, namely, the failure of the Government of 
Bengal to take timely steps for the relief of the people of Midnapore and 
24-Parganas who have suffered by the devastating cyclone which wrought 
havoc in these two districts on the 16th October, 1942. 

May I take it that the honourable member has the leave of the House 
to move the motion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I have no objection 
to the moving of the adjournment motion of my honcjurable friend. I 
must at the outset, through you. Sir, express my apologies to the House for 
not being present yesterday when this matter came U]). That was due to no 
act of discoiirtesy on my part. I was not informed in time. So far as this 
motion is concerned, there is no question of raising any te(‘hni(‘al objection. 
It is a definite matter of urgent public importan(*e and I agree. It is not, 
however, of recent occurrence: but this is a matter where I do not propose to 
raise any question of technicalities. It is a matter which ought to be 
discussed in the House. But may I just make an appeal through you, Sir, 
to the honourable mover and the Leader of the Opposition? I propose to 
make a statement on the subject tomorrow and if after hearing that statement 
the honourable mover desires to move his motion, then he will do so. Today 
the position is this : I have got to state certain facts before the House and 
those facts are not available to me in a complete form, because the Secretary 
to the Revenue Department, who has also been appointed Additional Com- 
missioner of the Burdwau and the Presidency Divisions to deal with the 
question of relief, came back from Midnapore late last night and I did not 
get all the facts from him till half past two this afternoon. I shall be 
prepared to make a statement tomorrow and if that statement is found 
unsatisfactory to my honourable friends opj)osite, I shall be glad to answer*,- 
any accusation which my honourable friends opposite may mak^ with 
with regard to the proper tackling of the situation. * 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 am very thankful to the Hon’hle Revenue 
Minister for not raising any technical objection. Really this is not a party 
question. It is a question of life and death. I have not brought this 
motion in that spirit. I want a full discussion of the situation in this 
House, so that all the members may express their views regarding the relief 
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to he given to the people aft^r hearing what arrangements have been made 
by the Government in this behalf. If the statement that is to be made by 
the Hon’ble Minister is found satisfactory, I give my solemn assurance 
that I will withdraw the adjournment motion. But if the statement is 
made fii'st, then there cannot be any discussion on the statement and other 
members cannot express their views. So, 1 appeal to you, Sir, that in that 
view of the case you will allow me to formally move the motion and initiate 
discussion so that the other members may get an opjiortunity to express 
their views. Tlie Hoii’ble Minister may later on make his statement and 
then I will withdraw my motion. 

Ttie.Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: I am deeply 

• grateful to my honourable friend, the Leader oi the Opposition, for the 
assurance wlii(*h he has been good enough to give us. The tragedy at 
Midnapore is too deep for words and 1 am very grateful that that tragedy 
will not be made either a ]U)litical or a party question. Speaking for myself, 
on behalf of (L)vernment 1 sliall welcome a discussion because in this matter 
(jovernmeut desire co-operation of everybody inside this House and outside. 
Therefore, if the purpose of my honourable friend is served better by moving 
his motion formally, then 1 have nothing to say. lint 1 wanted to make a 
statement for th^ purpose of elucidating what steps and measures (Govern- 
ment have in the meantime taken in the matter. 

The tragedy is of such a magnitude that these relief measures w’ill have 
to be expanded. Therefore, Sir, with your permission may I take it that 
if my honourable friend does not agree to niy suggestion which I have 
put forward, namely, to move his adjournment motion after I 
have made a statement, then I shall be quite prepared to accept his sugges- 
tion, namely, to allow’ him to move his adjournment motion and to have 
a discussion and then to make my statement. But the difficulty in such a 

• matter is that T may be entangled in a mass of controversies — political, 
social or economical — whicli I do not desire to be in, if 1 can avoid them. 
Because this is the greatest humanitarian task now facing the province and 
we must solve it to the satisfaction of all parties concerned. 


Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, 1 think it 
will be better for eveiybody if the Hon'ble Minister makes the statement 
first and then the discussion on the adjournment motion is made. Because 
we will be then in a better imsition to discuss the whole matter. We have 
^^no objection to the Hon’ble Minister making his statement first. 

Rai 8ahib JATINDRA MOHAN 8EN: Sir, may I enquire if after the 
statement is^made, questions can be put to the Hon’ble Minister for eluci- 
dating any of the statement ttat he will makef' 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA HATH BANERJEE: So far as this 
matter regarding the Midnapore cyclone is concerned, I shall be very glad 
to.answ^er whatever questions the honourable men^hers desire to put to me. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of information, Sir. The 
Hon’ble Minister has just now said that he will be glad to answer* all 
questions relating to the Midnapore cyclone. I believe before the Govern- 
ment communique was issued, I put in a short-notice question regarding 
the Midnapore cyclone affair and that question still remains to be answered. 
I hear that the question has been admitted as an ordinary question. May 
I know whether that question also will be answered tomorrow? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA ^ NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Deputy 
President, Sir, I did not get notice of that question. I think in regard to 
short-notice questions, the consent of the Minister concerned has got to be 
obtained before they are admitted and so far as this particular short-notice 
question is concerned, I remember that no consent was obtained. But as 
I have already said, I shall be prepared to answer all relevant questions 
with regard to the Midnapore cyclone affair. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, how is it that our office did not send 
that question of mine for the consent of the Hon’ble Minister, though I 
had requested that the consent of the Hon’ble Minister concerned should be 
obtained ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, need we 
apportion blame to others in this matter also? This is such an important 
matter that we have to give a go-by to many of our valued rights and 
privileges and to many of the sins and acts of omission and commission. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I am just now told that notice of the 
question was not received in proper time and so it was treated as an ordinary 
question instead of being treated as a short-notice question. And as such 
it was not sent to the Hon’ble Minister for his consent. 

As regrds the shortness of time of whi(‘h the Hon’ble Minister complains 
regarding receipt of the notice of the adjournment motion, I may tell him 
and the House that it was not due to any fault of the office of the Cbuncil 
Department. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I have made 
it clear why I could not be present yesterday. And when I said that I 
had no notice regarding this short-notice question of Mr. Ijalit Chandra 
Das, I cast no reflection upon your office. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, what is the position regarding 
the Midnapore cyclone affair? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The ifon’ble Mr. Praiaatha Nath 
Banerjee has said that he will make a statement tomorrow and after that 
if the honourable member, Mr. Nur Ahmed, thinks it necessary to move 
his adjournment motion regarding the Midnapore cyclone affair, he will do 

BO. 
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provides for the e,r-ojficio chairman of the Central Committee and it 
also provided for an appointed Secretary. Sir, under the clause Gcfvern- 
ment have power to appoint a Chairman of the Committee and I want to 
restrict it for a term of 5 years only. My honourable friend the Jjeader of 
the House while opposing the motion also stated that there was a provision 
for e.r^officio chairman in the original Act. Sir, I have great regard for 
the wisdom and legal acumen of the Leader of the House, but to err is 
human. He made a mistake and if he had gone through the Act, he 
would have found that there is no provision for ex-officio chairman of the 
District School Boards in that Act. 

That Act was passed in a reactionary and eramping atmosphere in 
1930. Since that time much water has flown down the river Hooglily and 
the world has changed wonderfully; but in spite of that our Hoirble- 
licader of the House has come forward with a very reactionary proposal. I 
want to lessen the evil of this. My proposal is now on the lines of section 
8 of the Primary Education Act. This section says. '‘There shall be a 
chairman of the Board who shall, until the expiration of tw’o terms of four 
years mentioned in sub-se(‘tion (2) of section 10 after the first establishment 
of the Board, be elected by the members of the Board etc. etc.’’. There 
is no provision also about an ex-officio Secretary in that section. But the 
Hon’ble the Leader of the House seems to think that <liere was an official 
Secretary; but sub-section (2) of section 8 says that one of its members was 
to be elected Secretary by the Board for such period as it thinks fit. Of 
course, it is not a fact that the chairman w’ould be elected for two terms 
of four years each in the first instance ; be is to be appointed by the (lovern- 
ment of the day for that period only; but undei* se(‘tion 8, it was not neces- 
sary that the District Magistrate alone w^as to be appointed ; Government 
can appoint any other person as chairman of the District School Board ; 
only it left to itself the right of nominating and appointing the chairman 
who, however, need not necessarily be the District Magistrate. As regards 
the Secretary, Sir, there is no such provision in the Act and the Vice- 
Chairman of the District School Board too was to be elected by the 
Committee itself. But in this amending Bill the Government has come 
forward with a proposal about the Director of Public Instruction being 
chairman ex-officio. Sir. what are the objects of constituting this Central 
Committee? This Committee is going to be formed so that the Government 
may get the advice of a non-official elected body. Section 5 of the Bill says 
that Government may refer any matter regarding primary education to this 
Committee for its opinion. Therefore, the main function of this Committee 
will be to give advice as regards the supersession of any school board, the 
quality of work done by a District School Board, the failure of any District 
School Board to do its duties, delegation of powders to the Union Boards in 
the matter of the construction and repair of school houses aijd maintenance 
of a particular school and the introduction of free and compulsory primary 
education in certain areas. So, this Committee w’ill l)e consulted on very 
important matters. The Director of Public Instruction is the supreme head 
of the Education Department, and practically all the schemes will be framed 
by him in that capacity. Now, if the Director of Public Instruction^ were 
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to be the chairman of the Committee with his pre-conceived schemes and 
policies, what would be the position of the other members of this Central 
Committee? Their position can be easily imagined, for the Director will 
be able to carry through liis schemes as he likes. There will be no* 
independence on the part of the Committei' and they will only be registering 
the wishes of the Director of Public Instruction. Sir, I am speaking from 
bitter personal experience that tlie District Magistrate or the Collector or 
the e.r-o^cto official chairman will carry the day and all other members- 
generally agree with the otiicial chairman. 

In this view of the matter, I appeal to the members of the House to* 
consider that point because if the Director of l^iblic Instruction is made* 
e,v~ojj}vio chairman for all time, then there will be no use of this Committee. 
Its uselessne^s will be lessened and it will practically be a Ixuly in name* 
only. Therefore, I have suggested in my amendment that (lovernment 
should appoint an official chairman for the first five years on the analogy of 
clause {n) of section (i and section 8. At the time when sections (I and 8* 
were passed through the old Council, there was a controversy over the matter 
when it was proposed that the Distri(‘t Magistrate should be an c,r-offici& 
member of the District Sc1hk)1 Board. After u good deal of discussion, it 
was decided that^ie would be a member of the board for 8 years. Clause (a) 
of section (> says that the District Magistrate shall cease to be a member 
after eight years. In this case. Sir, the Director is made not only a member 
for all time but he is going to be made a chairman for all time. So, it 
cannot be su])ported. I appeal to the members of the House to accept this 
very reasonable amendment of mine which will give the (tovernment power 
to have official chairman for the first five years. (TOvernment can appoint the 
Director of Public Instruction or any other officer to it. There is another 
point. This will be a Central Committee composed of the repiesentatives of 
more educated and much saner people and there is no necessity of imposing 
a permanent official chairman over that body. So. 1 appeal to the members- 
of the House to accept this very reasonable amendment. 


Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, 1 rise to support the amendment 
that has just been moved by my friend Mr. ]Nur Ahmed. When this Act, 
was passed, the (joverument of the day did not think it necessary that the 
Director of Public Instruction, who was to be a member of the Committee 
e.r-officio under the provision of the Act, should also be the chairman of tbe 
Central Advisory Committee. May we enquire what has happened since 
this Act passed to lead the Government to the conclusion that it is^ 
necessary in the interest of rural primary education that the Director of 
Public Ins^truction should be made e,v-offi('io chairman of the Committee? 
\That reasons have tlie present Government found to persuade itself 
to make the proposal in this amending Bill that the Director of Public 
Instruction in addition to his being an e.v-oif\vio member of this Committee 
by virtue*of the Act as it was passed in 1M8U should now, 12 years after the 
Act was passed, be made also e.v-officio chairman of the Central Committee? • 
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Sir, may we enquire of the Government through you as to what has 
impelled them to bring forward this proposal? The Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of this Bill is vouchsafing no reason for not accepting any amend* 
ment we move. In the height of bis wnsdom he says that he need not give 
any reason to us because he thinks we are too thick-headed to understand 
any reason. Government may be perfectly satisfied that we have no brains 
to understand the subtle, esoteric and mysterious reasons which have 
impelled them to make this proposal in this amending Bill. We admit that 
we are men of lesser clay and calibre; but we have got a duty by our 
constituency. We have got to get in black and white the reason of the 
Government for bringing in this proposal. We have got to know why after 
a lapse of 12 years since the passing of this Act it has been thought fit to 
appoint the Director of Public Instruction as e,t-officio chairman of the 
Committee permanently. This is, according to us, a retrograde step. Why 
does the Government, in these progressive times, supported by a party which 
styles itself as the Progressive Coalition Party — they have specially selected 
the word ‘^progressive” to describe their party — take this unprogressive 
step? We expect a definite reply from the Hon^ble Minister. We may not 
be in a position to appreciate the reason because of lack of brains on our 
part, as he has said; but there may be people outside who will be able to 
understand the reason given by Government. Government have had no 
experience of a non-official chairman presiding over this Committee during 
these 12 years, because there has been no Committee so far. They cannot, 
therefore, say that the 7iov-official chairman has badly managed the affairs 
of this Committee. 

We could have understood Government, though we might not agree, if 
they said that the Director of Public Instruction would be e.r-officw chair- 
man for a short while, for a limited term. But that is not their 
intention. Government want that the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion shall be e.r-officio chairman of this Committee permanently, and 
so this Committee will never have the opportunity and privilege to 
elect its own chairman. Sir, in this connection may I read section 3 of this 
Act? Section 3 says: “A Committee to be called the Central Primary 
Education Committee shall be constituted in the manner hereinfater provid- 
ed for the purpose of advising the Provincial Government on all matters 
which may be or are to be referred to it under this Act.” Sir, the Director 
of Public Instruction as the official head of the Department of Education 
is and will be always there to advise the Government in his capacity as 
Director of Public Instruction on educational matters and he has been made 
a member of this particular Committee by virtue of his office. fHe need not 
be made chairman of this Committee by statute. If his opinion is 
wanted or required. Government can get it for the mere askjng. After 
all, Sir, the function of this Committee will be merely tendering advice to 
the Government on matters which are to be referred to it by the Government 
or under this Act. So, the more the Committee is left unfettered in ita 
decision, the better for all concerned. It is no use imposing upon this 
Committee an official chairyian. The Director of Public Instruction woul(l 
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fi^ain a member and he would be able to influence the opinion of this 
Committee by his expert kno^ded^re. Government mijrht have left it at 
t)iat. They now propose, without having any experience of this Committee 
with a non-official chairman elected by the Committee, that the Director 
of Public Instruction sliall preside permanently over this Committee. The 
Committee shall have no say in the matter. I think it is a retrograde propo- 
sal and open to serious objections from more points of view than one. 

Then, Sir, the proposal also is that for the first term of 5 years the 
secretary will be appointed by the Provincial (jovernment. In both these 
matters, — in the matter of choo.sing its chairman and in the matter of 
choosing the secretary, the Committee was left entirely unfettered and free 
80 far as the Act, as originally passed, was concerned. Now, as I have said, 

• this retrograde proposal is being made without any experience of the working 
of the Committee according to the constitution proposed for it in this Bill, 
That is why I began by asking a question, “what are the reason which 
have led the Government to make this proposal in this amending Bill?” I 
repeat, Sir, this proposal has got no educational conside^’ations, as its basis 
and foundation, because when the A(‘t w^as passed the Government of the 
day deliberately did not seek to provide in the Act that the chairman and 
the secretary shall be appointed by the Government. It might be safely 
presumed that the Government of the day had considered the question of an 
oflicial chairman and of a secretary being appointed by the Government. 
They had deliberately rejected such a proposal. Now the Government 
12 years after the Act was passed, without any C’ommittee coming into 
existence in the meantime and therefore without any experience of such a 
Committee, makes this most retrograde proposal, I think the Government 
ow^es it to the House and to the public outside to give a (‘omplete exposition 
of the reasons which have led them to make this proposal. I supjiort the 
amendment. 

* Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I am not enamoured of many of 
the proposals that have found place in this amending Bill. I am of opinion 
that the whole of the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Act should have 
been reviewed and a comprehensive amending Bill should have been 
brought. I am not encicoured of the fact that an official should be the 
chairman of the Central Committee. But at the same time, I must say 
that I am not looking upon this question with that amount of emphasis 
which has been given to it by my friends opposite. If the Bengal 
Rural Primarj^ Education Act had made this Central Committee all in all, 
given it all the powers to carry on the administration of the primary 
education thrqughout the length and breadth of Bengal and would have 
made thik Committee the sole authority for guiding primary education, 
then, Sir, I should have thought and felt in the same w^ay as my friends 
in the Opposition are thinking and feeling. But, knowing as 1 do, that 
this Central Primary Education Committee is but a make-show, I am not 
attaching so much importance to this point as my friends are doing. I 
would, therefore, draw the attention of my friends of the Opposition to 
B€ction 3 of the Act. Section 3 runs thus: — “A Committee, to be called 
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the Central Primary Education Committee, shall be constituted in the manner 
hereinafter provided, for the purpose of advising” — this is the Central 
Committee about which the discussion is going on — “advising the Govern- 
ment on all matters which may be or are to be referred to it under this 
Act”. That is the function of the Committee, and it is more 6r less 
advisory. Here is going to be constituted a Primary Education 
Committee wliose funr'tion would be confined to items of work which will 
be entrusted to it for consideration by Governmeni. So, we see that the 
Government is all in all. That is wliy I was going to say that if the 
existing Primary Education Act was going to be amended in a comprehensive 
manner, then that would have assumed a totally different aspect. 
But with section .3 standing as it does, and as it w’ill continue to remain on 
the statute book, I must point out that the composition of this Committee 
is not of great importance. So, 1 do not attach much importance to the fact 
the Director of Public Instruction is t{» be the c.r-ojjivio Chairman of the 
Central Ct)mmittee. Sir, 1 am entitled to make use of all the printed 
matter that appears on today’s Order Paper, and from this 1 may explain 
how the mind of the Opposition is really working 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: On a point of order, Sir. Members 
have given notices of many amendments which tht^y may ultimately 
move or not move; they may in their wisdom — because of the unbending 
attitude of Government due to the majority that they have got for the time 
being — not move some of those amendments. So, I submit that Mr. Das 
cannot refer to all those amendmeiifs as the ultimate decision of the particular 
member concerned and as expressing his final will. He may quite naturally 
like to change his mind and not move all his amendments, and the fact of 
his having given notice of certain amendments should not be construed as 
if they expressed bis final will and desire. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE; What is the point of order of 
the Khan Sahib 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, what I was submitting is this: that 
each and every member of the House is entitled to make use of the informa- 
tion conveyed through the printed papers which constitute the agenda 
before the House and from those papers we can know how the mind of 
Mr. Nur Ahmed is working with regard to the amendments to the clauses 
of this Bill. As we know, Sir, he lias already suggested that the Director 
of Public Instruction shall be the chairman of the Committee; that is 
already in the agenda before us and this shows how' very serious he is about 
the motion which he has just now’ placed before the House. Section 4 of 
the Act 

Mri DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Order, order. Mr. Das, the argument 
advanced by Khan Sidiib Abul Quasem has a certain amount of force. There 
are amendments which have not yet been moved and may not be moved 
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at all; therefore, you cannot base any arg^ument or conclusion as to the 
ircnrkingf of any member’s mind on those amendments which have not yet 
bean moved. 

Mf. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But, Sir, Mr. Nur Ahmed has not given 
any undertaking that lie is not going to move any of those amendments. 
Of course, we do not know if he will move those amendments or not. But 
at any rate, I want a ruling from you, Sir, as to whether I am not entitled 
to make use of the Order Paper as a whole for purposes of the business in 
the Chamber and base my arguments on it. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. It would be better for 
all concerned if the honourable members on each side of the House did not 
try to understand any member’s mind' from his amendments. They should 
speak, if they have got to speak anything, either in support of or against 
any amendment that has been moved. It will save much time and trouble. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I do not like to enter into any 
controversy about this matter; but I would say without referring to the 
number of any aniAidment tabled by members of the Opposition, whether 
it be No. 2') or No. 27 or any amendment of that sort, that as a matter of 
fact Mr. Nur Ahmed thinks that the Director of Publics Instruction would 
be the fittest person to be the e.r-offirio (‘hairman of the Committee. (Mr. 
Nuh Ahmki) : No, no, that is absolutely wrong.) Yes, Sir, that is 
w^hat I say and that is how his mind is working even if I am not allowed 
to refer to the amendments tabled by him. Then, Sir, it will appear 
from section 4 of the existing Act how the Chnnmittee was constituted. 
Section 4 {!) (a) says that the Director of Public Instruction should be a 
jnember of the Committee ed'-offivio. Now, Sir, in the original Act nothing 
was clearly indicated as to the chairmanship of the Committee. In this 
amending Bill, the Government have thought it necessary that for the 
purpose of carrying on the business of the Committee, it should have its 
own chairman and its own “ccreiary for .such work as the Government may 
in its wisdom refer to it tor its con.sideration. That is what has been done 
in this amending Bill. So, no .serious encroaidiment has been made by Gov- 
ernment by providing that the Director of Public Instruction should be the 
ex-officio chairman of this (’ommittee. With these words, I o])pose the 
motion. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I support 
the motion and in doing so I should like to reply to what has been said by 
my friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. Mr. Das has referred to section d of 
the Act and said that this C'ommittee deals with no important matter. 
But apparently he did not see section 5 of the Act which says definitely 
what are th# functions of this Committee — what are the matters to be 
wferred to that Committee. Those are certainly ^very important matters. 
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One is delegation of powers, another is supersession of District School 
Boards and the third relates to selection of areas where primary education 
should be made compulsory and so on. These are very important mattera 
and on these the advice of this Committee will be sought. Apparently my 
friend Mr. Das has not looked them up, and without seeing he said that 
the Committee will be only in name and will not do anything substantial. 
Then, Sir, my friend says that he knows what is working in the 
mind of the honourable mover in tabling the next following amendments 
where he agrees to the appointment of the Director of Public Instruction as 
chairman for a limited period. Here, he says that the mover deviated from 
the principle of having a non-official as chairman. But he ought to have 
known, being a parliamentarian of some years that several alternative 
amendments are proposed, because if the first amendment which is the ideal 
amendment is not acceptable to the Government, the next one which is the 
next best may be accepted and failing that the next, which is worse than the 
former two, is suggested for the acceptance of the Government. This is the 
way in which alternative amendments are given. The subsequent alternative 
amendments do not indicate the mind of the mover. The mind of the 
mover is reflected truly in the first ideal amendment; but in case of failure 
he wants to have the next one which is better than the provision made by the 
Government and less mischievous. Now, Sir, in connecMon with a similar 
amendment we have been told by the Hon’ble Leader of the House that the 
appointment of a Government officer as permanent chairman is necessary. 
According to him, since Government pays the money, Government has a 
right to impose somebody on the Committee as its chairman. But I say 
what does Government mean? Popular Government means people’s Govern- 
ment and it is fit and proper that the people’s man should be (‘hairman and 
not a paid servant of Government. Then again, it is said that Government 
pays money. But who pays the money? Government means people of the 
country and money is not brought by anybody fnmi another country. It 
is our money which is being spent : it may not be the primary education tax, 
but it is some other tax which is realised from the people of the country : 
it does not come from some other place. So people of the country must 
be given complete authority over these things. Then, Sir, analogy has 
been drawn of the District Boards and other public institutions and it is 
said that the District Boards could not manage their affairs and as a result 
many District Boards and Municipalities have been superseded. But does 
he think that for that reason all District Boards should have the Collectors 
as chairmen? Can he make a suggestion like this in the 20th century 
when we have so many District Boards functioning under non-official 
chairmen? Some of them may be working badly but they will in course of 
time learn how to work properly. Some of them have been tehiporarily 
superseded but I hope that they will again be placed under non-official 
chairmen. This is a retrograde step and no one even in the days of 
bureaucratic Government could dare bring in an amendment of this 
nature before a House consisting mostly of elected meifibers. The old 
bureaucratic Government could not even think of brinj^ing* in such a 
measure. Perhaps, as ,my honourable friend 8ays,^t they belong to 
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tilie Progressive Party and so they are entitled to bring in retrograde 
metfsores which even the bureaucratic Government could not dream of. 

With these words, I support the amendment. 

' The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, 1 oppose the 
amendment moved by my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed. He has said that thia 
is a restrograde and reactionary measure that has been brought forward 
by me in this House. He might think it reactionary but I must say that 
this Bill has got the blessing and support of the Lower House consisting of 
the elected representatives of the people of Bengal and also of a very large 
section of this House, with the exception of the League Party. Therefore, it 
appears that I am in a very good company and I have nothing to be ashamed 
of. 

As regards the question put to me pointedly by my honourable friend 
Mr. Abul Quasem as to how the circumstances have changed since 1931 
that although there was no proposal for an cx-officio permanent Chairman 
in the original Act, Tve have now come forward with this new-fangled 
idea, according to him. Well, Sir, if we consider the historical aspect 
of the Primary Education Act of 1930, we cannot shut our eyes to the 
fact that the Bill was conceived in a moment of intoxication and it was 
passed into law for purposes other than purely educational. (Sir Buoy 
Prasad Singh Roy: What is that?) W^ell, you might ask your ex- 
colleagues. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, Ihe Hon’ble Minister has 
made a remark and I would beg of him to explain that fully. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I shall not say any 

unpleasant thing in the absence of those members. (Sir Buoy Prasad 
Singh Roy : Because you cannot.) Well, io say the least it was an 
election stunt for capturing the minds of the Muslim public of Bengal. 
(Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy : There was no election then.) In 
anticipation of the election. That was done in an election mood. If you 
want a clearer exposition of this, I will do so during the Third Reading 
stage of this Bill. 

My honourable friend Mr. Abul Quasem knows very well that the existing 
Act was passed in 1930 and that nothing was done till 1930 in the direction 
of spreading primary education. That is one thing. The first District 
Education Advisory Committee was started in Mymensingh in 1937. That 
was the first institution of its kind under that Act. Up till now, we 
have not had * school boards established in all the districts of Bengal, 
Therefore, that question — the financial question — did not loom large so 
long before the eyes of the Gfbvernment. Now the Government are being 
asked to budget for considerable expenditure for primary education from the 
public exchequer every year, that is to say, an additional grant of Rs. 25 
lakhs a In view of this situation, Government cannot allow any other 

but their own ofi^r, the highest officer of the Education Department, the 
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Ar. NUR AHMED; I shall move it, Sir, because there is difference 
between the two. One wants official chaij'man for five years and the other 
foi: four years. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIVENT: All right, ^ then you may move your 
amendment. * ’• 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that in sub-clause (^) of clause 2 
of the Bill for the proposed sub-section (5), the following be Astituted, 

namely : — ^ 

• 

“(5) {a) The Director of Public Instruction shall be Chairman of the 
Committee for first four years and thereafter the Committee 
shall elect its own Chairman from amongst the elected members 
of the Committee. 

(h) The Committee shall elect its own Secretary from amongst the 
members of the Committee.^* 

Sir, in moving this amendment I have to say a few words. Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das has silid that I have got no serious objection to the appoint- 
ment of the Director of Public Instruction as chairman of the Central 
Committee; so I have tabled this amendment. I am not enamoured 
of an official Chairman as my honourable friend is. I say that 
by this alternative amendment I am trying to limit the tenure of office of 
the chairman. I find that Government has got a fancy for the Director 
of Public Instruction and from the statement of the Hon’ble Leader of 
the House it appears that Government wants the Director of Public 
Instruction, a trusted officer of the Government, to be its chairman. As 
J, am not in favour of an ex-officio chairman, I have conceded to some extent 
to the Government’s view and have tabled these alternative amendments 
with the provision that the Director may be chairman for five or four years 
and that after that there should be an elected chairman. I have never 
given up the principle of an elected chairman, as my friend Mr. Das 
sought to make out. I have kept up that principle always. Only out of 
deference to Government’s anxiety to have the Director as chairman 
I have tabled these alternative amendments. Then, Sir, in opposing a 
former amendment of mine the Honjble Leader of the House adduced 
three grounds in justification of the provision to make the Director 
ex-afficio chairman. His first ground is that sub-clause (J) has been 
passed elsewhere which is composed entirely of the elected representatives 
of the people. But may I ask the Hon’ble Leader of the House to go to 
the people in the countryside wkh this proposition and watch their reaction 
on it? I think if he goes to ascertain the opinion of the country regarding 
this provision of the amending Bill, he will be disillusioned. He will find 
that the co!|ptry as a whole is against the provision of’ appointing an 
ex-officio chairman^of the Conitnittee. No Indian will tolerate being treated 
as a child, as an imbecile, unable to elect a suilteble chairman for the 
deliberations of the Gommitteg. ^ ' 

48 
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As regards the second argument that the original Act was passed at 
a moment of intoxication, as an electioneering stunt, if I remember aright, 
Sir, the Bill was passed in the teeth of the strongest opposition after .the 
general election held in 1930 and after a hot discussion. As a protect one 
Hon’ble Minister, Kumar Shib Sekhareswar Roy, resigned. Then, it has 
been said that large sums jff^money, to the extent of nearly Rs. 25 lakhs 
annually, are at present being spent on primary education and that 
up to 1937 nothing had been done for the improvement of priipary 
education. May I know what is the total expenditure under this head 
up to 1942 P I think that the total expenditure would not exceed 
Rs. 32 lakhs a year. The Hon’ble the Leader of the House says 
that Government money should be spent by trusted Government servants, • 
and that the elected representatives of the people of Bengal cannot 
be trusted in this respect. But that he means that this so-called popular 
Government have no faith in the people of the province. The Hon^ble 
Minister-in-charge has got no faith in the people’s representatives. With 
all respect for the Leader of the House, I may submit that perhaps he forgets 
that the money he speaks of is the people’s money. It comes from the 
tax-payers of Bengal. I do not cast any reflection when I say that even the 
Director of Public Instruction gets his salary out of fhe revenues of the 
province. I never expected the Leader of the House to say that if this 
money is handed over to the people’s representatives, they will misuse the 
money. It is a very dismal statement. 

Sir, it appears that the Government thinks itself apart from the people. 
It is not representative of the people, nor has it any faith in the people. 
Sir, as I stated, as the Government have a pronounced weakness for the 
Director of Public Instruction, so out of respect for their wishes I have 
tabled this amendment and in my amendment I have provided that the 
Director of Public Instruction shall be chairman for a term of 5 years only.’ 
So, I think, Government should accept this amendment. With these few 
words, I commend my amendment to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved; that in sub-clause (2) 
of clause 2 of the Bill, for the proposed sub-section (J), the following be 
substituted, namely : — 

**(3) (a) The Director of Public Instructions shall be Chairman of the 
Committee for the first four years and thereafter the Committee 
shall elect its own Chairman from amongst the elected mem- 
bers of the Committee. • ' 

(6) The Committee shall elect its own Secretary from amongst the 
members of the Committee.” 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: Sir, I rise to support ^^is amend- 
ment which has just been moved. I do not find Mr. Lalit Chandra Das in 
his seat. I wish he weni present when I am going to reply to some of the 
remarks made by him. Members of the Opp^ition have to give notices of 
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reason is surely the negation of any argument and is rather unreason 

personified and utter Sir, I was going to use the word ‘'utter 

nonsense’^ but lest it should be ruled out as unparliamentary, I reftain 
from uttering the word “nonsense’ % but would content myself with using 
the words “and was utterly irrelevant and unmeaning” as compared to the 
arguments that we have advanced from this side of the House. And^ ^ir, 
one thing takes my breath away and must have taken away the breath of 
other members also, I dare say, even of those who are the supporters of 
the present Government; but perhaps because they have shut the windows of 
their minds, as I have already said, they fail to feel the enormity of what 
the Hon’ble Education Minister has uttered, namely, as the Govern- 
ment has got to spend a progressively increasing sum every year from the 
provincial revenues on account of District School Boards, — he said that as 
much as 25 lakhs of rupees has had to be budgeted for for the school boards , 
— therefore, as the Government have to provide this money out of their 
coffer they must make sure that their own salaried officers have a large 
say or rather the largest say in the matter of spending this huge sum of 
money. That is the reason advanced by the present Progressive Govern- 
ment in justification of imposing an official chairman. If this is a sign of 
progressiveness on the part of the present Government, then God help us 
from this progressiveness! In this connection, I wish to remind the Hon’ble 
Education Minister that there are such bodies as District^Boards in Bengal. 
•These District Boards are allowed to spend the roads cess and the public 
works cess to the tune of lakhs and lakhs of rupees every year. Sir, there 
was a time when these District Boards used to be presided over by official 
chairmen, namely, the District Magistrates. Now, Sir, the Government 
makes every year a huge contribution from the provincial revenues, a large 
sum from their own revenues under several heads to these District Boards, 
but, Sir, who presides over these District Boards now? Not surely the 
salaried officers of Government, the District Magistrate or the Collector! 
fiip-Van- Winkle-like, I think the Hon’ble Minister was sleeping all these 
years and has forgotten completely that these District Boards are no longer 
presided over by official chairmen but by elected chairmen, elected by the 
representatives of the district. That is how these District Boards are 
carrying on their work. 

Mr. MARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: On a point of order. Sir. Is my 
friend relevant? The motion under discussion is about the chairmanship 
of the Committee and not the spending of money by District Boards. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Well, Sir, I may submit that if 
there ever was any relevancy, there is relevancy in my speech. I was 
replying to the Hon’ble Minister’s argument that as so much money was 
provided towards the expenses of the primary schools by the Government, 
Government cannot entrust the spending of that money to any one but 
its own salaried officers. That is the argument the Hon’ble Minister 
has advanced. But what do we find in the case of the District BdardsP 
Are not the Governni^nt handing over to these boards money collected m 
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ilie «h*pe of roads cess and public works cess, and also in addition to this 
lUPe they not out of the provincial revenues every year making large 
«ontl*ibutions, — augmentation grants probably they are called — under 
aeveral heads to be spent by these District Boards which are presided over 
not by official chairmen or salaried officers of the Government but by 
chairmen elected by the members of the District Boards themselves P So 
the argument advanced by the Hon’ble Minister has simply no legs to 
stand upon. As the Government has deliberately conceded to these 
District Boards the privilege of electing their own chairmen for their 
day-to-day business, it is unprogressiveness personified on the part of the 
present Government to say that they must have a salaried officer of their 
own to preside over a Committee which has to do with the spending 
of money provided out of Provincial revenues. That is retrograde: that 
. is not in ’consonance with facts. Let us remember also that Government 
contribute money to municipalities which have got their own elected 
chairmen. The Government now is a popular autonomous Government — 
the Government now consists of the representatives of the people and the 
money spent by them is the people’s money. After all, Government does 
not bring the money from the vacuum. It is the people who contribute the 
money which make up the provincial revenues. The Hon’ble Minister in 
charge — a popular Minister — a representative of the people — says that the 
members of the Commiliee cannot be entrusted lo deal with matters which 
involve the expenditure of a large sum of public money. If the Hon’ble 
Minister’s argument is to hold good, how is it possible for the Government 
to present every year a budget of several crores to the House of people’s 
representatives — I mean the Bengal Legislature. Now, Sir, who presides 
over the Legislative Assembly? Who votes the expenditure of these several 
crores of money year after year? That House is presided over by a person 
who is a member of the public and who is elected by the peoi)le. It is not 
a Government servant who presides over that body which is entrusted with 
the task of voting crores and crores of rupees for expenditure under several 
heads. If the Hon’ble Minister’s argument is to hold good, there should be 
no voting for the expenditure of this huge sum and the Speaker should not 
be an elected member of the Assembly. I wonder, Sir, how a member of 
the present so-called Progressive Party Government should give utterance 
to an opinion which on the face of it is nonsensical. These arguments are 
silly in the extreme and they cannot for a moment hold water. It is 
regi^gttable — it is shameful — that such a pronouncement should be made by 
a responsible Minister of the Government. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, I very much regret to say 
that the honourable member who has just spoken before me has not 
supported* his party’s amendment at all. He has a favourite habit of 
showering invectives on thi^ side of the House and in his speech he has 
taken the opportunity to shower invectives on the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Bill. He accuses us of demoralisation because we have come 
to the side of Government. He fails to remember that we have clearly and 
uaequivocafly on several occasions said that we are not supporting this 



8» PEIMAET EDUCATION BILL. |11th Nbv., 

BUI as a whole. We know that there are immense possibilities of iix^rove* 
ment in this Bill; but why lose sight of the fact that it is only to make 
provision for two ladies on the Committee and to provide two more seats to 
the scheduled castes community that this amending Bill has been brought 
up. He knows that as much as we do. The speech that my honourable 
friend has just made completely betrays his mind and the mind of# the 
Opposition just as we had expected. Our anticipation has come true. Of 
course, we were in the Opposition, as you know, for the last four and a half 
years and they are newcomers as Oppositionists; still w^e expect on this 
side of the House that the Opposition should follow some principle. They 
are in this House to correct and not merely to abuse the Government, even 
if they are doing something right. The first amendment of the Opposition 
was that there should be no nominated chairman at all. The second 
amendment was that the Director of Public Instruction may be appointed 
as chairman for five years. 

Sir, if you permit me I may give you the sense of the amendments that 
the Opposition is going to move and how its mind is working on this Bill. 
It is really Opposition for opposition's sake. There is no force in the argu- 
ments advanced by the Opposition. The Opposition is merely moving 
these amendments to get an opportunity, to abuse the Hon’ble the lieader 
of the House, using invectives and casting flings at us. As a matter of 
fact, the Leader of the House has repeatedly pointed out that this Committee 
is merely an advisory Committee and the members of this Committee will 
be selected from the District School Boards who will be either school 
teachers of long standing or zemindars of the locality who are interested 
in education. So it is only right and proper that the deliberations of this 
Committee, if it is really to function well, should be conducted by a man 
who is at the head of the Department of Education. The Committee has 
not begun its work and so we may not be in a position to foresee the 
difficulties that may lie ahead. The only reason why these amendments 
have been tabled by the Opposition is to cast flings at their erstwhile ‘ 
colleagues on this side of the House. That is mere wasting the time of the 
House. If the Opposition has got any suggestions to make, let them be 
offered so that we may benefit by their suggestions. 

Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise not to make any 
accusations or to cast aspersions either on the Hon’ble Minister or oi^his 
supporters. I desire to make my submission on the amendment before the 
House. I must say, however, that I regret the observations that have just 
fallen from my honourable friend Mr. Mookerjee that the Opposition have 
given notice of these amendments only to hamper Government. Far from 
it. I would request him to weigh dispassionately the amendments. They 
have been given in order of merit. The ideal amendment is the first one; 
if that amendment fails, then the next one is* to be moved though the second 
one is not considered by the Opposition to be an ideal amendment and the 
amendments are to be pressed in that order and on that principle. Sir, 
the Opposition in moving these amendments always hope that Government 
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will consider these amendments dispassionately and will ^not rejet^t them 
simply because they have come from the Opposition. Sir, the Opposition 

realise that it is their duty, their sacred duty, to help Government and 
not to hamper legislation in this House. It is in this spirit that these 
amendments have been sponsored and not in the spirit as suggested by my 
honourable friend Mr. Mookerjee. 

Now, I will turn to the amendment itself. It was certainly regrettable 
that some of the members of the Government and the Leader of the House 
should hold the view that as Government contribute as much as Hs. 25 
lakhs they must have an officer of their own as Chairman of the Committee. 
Sir, these are days of non-officialisation. Non-officialisation in our 
country began from the bottom. At the head of the Municipalities and 
District Boards we fiave non-official chairmen. The non-officialisation of 
the Municipalities began as early as 1885. The right of electing chairman 
was granted to the members of the District Boards by Lord Boiialdshay’s 
Government in 1918. Since then the District Boards have been enjoying 
that right. Government contribute on one item — if I remember correctly — 
nearly 15 lakhs of rupees, namely, for public health organisations. 
Besides, Government pay large amounts as augmentation grants. Govern- 
ment also allow the District Boards to spend the road cess and public work 
cess which amount to crores of rupees. It has never been argued on behalf 
of the Government that they must have the District Magistrate, as they 
used to have before, as the chairman. It is rather late in the day to advance 
this argument. Let us turn to the Calcutta Corporation. Before 1924 
there used to be an I. C, S. chairman. Will my friend Mr. Mookherjee 
try to argue that because crores of ratepayers’ money are being spent by the 
Corporation, there should be an official chairman.^ The Mayor of the 
Calcutta Corporation is elected by that body. Does not Mr. Mookerjee 
realise that it is absurd to suggest in the year of grace 1942 that there 
should be an official at the head of an organisation because public money 
is spent by that organisation? 

Sir, we have got provincial autonomy. My friend the Leader of the 
House is but a representative of the public. He is a member of Govern- 
ment because he has been returned by his electorate and he represents the 
people of Bengal in the Cabinet. Otherwise, what are his credentials? 
Certainly, if he tries to argue that Government must have their officials in 
Government and not the representatives of the people, then he has to go out 
and make room for an I. C. S. officer and we shall have once more I. C. S. 
regime in the Writers’ Buildings instead of Mookerjees, Banerjees and 
of Karims. 

lift HARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, on a point of order. I 
submit the honourable member is not speaking on amendment No. 25. I 
want your ruling on this matter. I submit he is not speaking on amend- 
ment No. 2i> 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Will you plea|e state your point of 
order? 
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Mf* NAREftH NATH MOOKERilEEs The honourable member is not 
speaking with regard to item No. 25. He is speaking with regard to item 
No. 23. Are you going to allow him to waste the t:ime of the House? He 
is making a speech which he could have made during the Third Reading. 
May I have your ruling? 


Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT* If I have understood the honourable 
member, he is speaking against the appointment of an official as the 
chairman of the Committee. The amendment before the House approves 
of the appointment of an ofBcial chairman for a limited period. He is 
generally speaking against ofificialisation of the public bodies but I think 
now that the previous amendment has been lost, he will confine his remarks 
to officialisation for a limited period. 


Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I will continue my argument, Sir. 
What is our claim now? Our claim is that there should be a National 
Government at the Centre. Is that claim consistent with the observations 
that have fallen from the lips of the members of the Progressive Party 
that even in a school board there must be an official chairman and that that 
duty cannot be entrusted to a non-official? Sir, you may remember that 
his Excellency the Governor used to be the President of the Legislative 
Council in the old regime. Under the Act of 191 f) for the first term of four 
years the President was appointed by the Governor but after that period 
{he right of electing President was given to the Legislature. And now 
under the Act of 1935 the Legislature is entitled to elect the Speaker and 
the President, So we are gradually moving towards non-officialisation ; 
that is the trend. My submission, therefore, is that the principle advocated 
by Government in this amending Bill goes entirely against that general 
trend, and the suggestion, — a very honest, and sincere and patriotic 
suggestion, — of the Opposition is that Government should take into acr'ount 
the fact that they are going against the general trend of public opinion. 
It is certainly a very helpful suggestion and any Government ought to 
accept such a suggestion with gratitude and alacrity. My friend Mr. Nur 
Ahmed originally moved for complete non-officialisation but that amend- 
ment having failed, he has now fallen back upon the next best suggestion 
and I hope the Hon’ble the Leader of the House who is also the Minister 
in charge of the Bill, will kindly extend his sympathy to this amendment 
and accept it with a good grace. I would repeat before I resume my seat 
that this suggestion has been made in a helpful spirit and it should be 
accepted by Government in the spirit in which it has been offered. 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: With all respect 
for the honourable mover of the amendment and also with thanks for 
what Sir Bijoy Prasad has said, I am sorry I am unable to accept this 
amendment. I have already sufficiently indicated the reasons for the 
attitude that Governnient has taken up in this matter. 
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DEPUTY PRESIDENT* Before I put the question, I would like 
to request the honourable members to take into consideration the fact 
that we are here for sqirious business and^ therefore we should not waste 
the time of the House by mutual accusations, either on personal or on 
party lines. Our time would be more usefully spent if the honourable 
members are good enough to pay more attention to the amendments under 
consideration than to criticising the principles and policies of their 
politcal opponents. 

The question before the House is : that in sub-clause (2) of the Bill,, 
for the proposed sub-section (•?), the following be substituted, namely: — 

(ii-) The Director of Public Instruction shall be Chairman of the 
Committee, ^or first four years and thereafter the Committee 
shall elect Its own Chairman from amongst the elected members 
of the Committee. ^ 

(b) The Committee shall elect its own Secretary from amongst the 
members of the Committee*'. 

(Thei^amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, T beg to move that in sub-clause (2) of 
clause 2 of the Bill, for the proposed sub-section the following be 
substituted, namely: — 

“(J) The Special Officer for Primary Education, Bengal, shall be 
Chairman for the first term of five years and 
Chairman shall thereafter be elected by the members of the 
Committee from amongst the members of the Committee and 
the Committee shall elecit its own Secretary from amongst the 
members of the Committee". 

In this amendment, I propose that the Special Officer for Primary 
Education should be the chairman for the first term of five years and this 
I have conceded out of the normal anxiety of Government for having an 
official chairman for the Committee. I have no love or admiration for 
the Special Officer or the Director of Public Instruction; but I simply 
wanted in this amendment to lessen the evil of having an official as a 
permanent chairman ex-officio. Because my original proposal where I 
proposed that the chairman and the Secretary should be elected from 
amongst the members of the Committee has failed, I put up this alternative 
proposal. I can assure the House, Sir, that I have no mind to oppose the 
Bill for the sake of opposition or for wasting the time of the House and f 
emphatically protest against the remark made by Mr. Naresh Nath 
Mookerjee to that effect. 

It is a very vital point the prinMple of having elected chairman and 
appointment of an official as ex-officio chairman. It is a broad question 
which has-been agitating our mind. In these da^s when every one ia 
clamouring for a national Government, it is suicidal to support the 
principle of officialisation. This Special Officer is pot a member of the 
49 
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Committee.-*. But if we refer to sub-section (c) of section 2 of the Prii&ary 
Education Act of 1930 we find that Oorernment can in^oint seven members 
and out of these seven members Government appoint^the Special 
Officer as one of its members by nomination, ^yfhere will be na bar 
to the Special Officer being the chairman for a period of five years, and 
thereafter the chairman will be elected. I have suggested the Special Officer 
in place of the Director to be chairman, because the SpeciallOfficer directly 
deals with primary education : he is responsible for primary education, 
whereas the Director of Public Instruction generally deals with secondary 
end higher education. With these' words, 1 commend my amendiment to the^ 
acceptance of the House. 

I 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moyed : that in sub- 
clause (2) of clause 2 of the Bill, for the proposeS^^ub-section (.3), the 
following be substituted, namely: — 

‘V.5) The Special Officer for Primary Education, Bengal, shall 4)e 
Chairman for the first term of five years and the Chairman 
shall thereafter be elected by the members of the Committee 
from amongst the members of jhe Committee and the OAhimittee 
shall elect its own Secretary from amongst t^ members of the 
Committee’ \ 

Khan Bahadur REZZAQUL HAIDER CHOWDHURY: On a 

of order, Sir. The Special Officer is not a member of the Committee,’; so 
he cannot be proposed as chairman of the Committee ^ 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDiN H08AIN: Under sub- 
section (c) of section 4, he may be a nominated member, and so Government 
can appoint him as chairman. 

Khan Bahadur REZZAQUL HAIDER CHOWDHURY: Section 4 
says that the Committee shall be constituted for five years at a time and 
(c) says five members to be appointed by the Provincial Government of 
whom two shall be representatives 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. I am very thankful to Mr. Chowdhury 
for drawing my attention to it, I disallow this amendment. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause (2) of 
clause 2 of the Bill, in the proposed sub-section (5), the words “for the 
Ibnil i€?rm of five years be appointed by the Provincial Government from 
amongst the elected members of the Board and who* shall thereafter” 
appearing in lines 4 to 8, be emitted. 

Sir, the proposed sub-clause (5) of clause 2 of the Bill runs thus; — 

“(5) there shall be a Secm&ry of the Committee who shall 

for the first J^rm of five years be appointed by the ^Provincial 
Govemment#from amongst the elected members of the Board 
and who shal]^ thereafter be elected in the prescribed manner 
by the meiai^rs of the Committee from amongst themselves.” 
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If my amendment is carried, then the sub-clause will rhkd JjUce this: 

there shall lb a Se(!retary of the Committee who shall be elected 

-in the prescribed menibei'l of the Committee from amongst 

themselves’*^ I wan^ that the Secretary should be elected and not 
appointed. 

With these few^ words, 1 commend my amendment t») the acceptance 
♦f the House.* 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: AmendiueiH moved : tliat ^ sub- 
•clause (i^jbof clause 2 of the Bill, in the proposed sub-section the 
words j^^^for the first term of five years be appointed by the Provincial 
•Government from amongst the elected members of the Board and who 
shall thereafter” ap^evii^g iii lines 4 to 8, be omitted. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, 1 opixise the 
amendment. 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENTS The question before tbe House is: that 
in sub-dause (2) of clause 2 of the Bill, in the proposed sub-section (3), 
the woiras ‘‘for the first term of five years be appointed by the Provincial 
‘Government troifi amongst the elected members of the Board and who 
shall thereafter” appearing in lines 4 to 8, be omitted, 
amendment was negatived.) 

Change in the hour of sitting on Friitays. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Sir, may 1 request you to fix 

the hour of the sitting of the Council on Fridays at d p.in. instead of at 
2-lo p.m. as we experience great difficulty in coming to the House after the 
Jnmma prayers? 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, having regard to the obligation to 
.attend the Jumnia prayers on Fridays, Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman is 
perfectly reasonable in requesling you to fix the time of the sitting of the 
House on Fridays at 3 p.m. instead of at 2-lo p.m. It will be very proper 
for yon if you will kindly wucede to tbe feeling of the Mussalmans and fix 
the time at 3 p.m. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: We all agree. 

Mf.* DEPUTY PRESIDENT: As for myself, I also felt the ««ciBha 
difficulty on the last occasion. Is it the pleasure of tbe House that 
ehould meet on Fridays at 3 p.m.P 
• (Honourable members signi|ied their consent.) 

I adjourn the House till 2-15 p.|j|iih^ tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. yn Thursday, the 12th 
November, 1942. 
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M«inb«rs absent. 

Tlie following members were absent from the meeting held jin the 11th 
November, 1W2 : — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Nazimddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(3) Baif Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(4) HIt, S. C. Chakraverti. 

(5) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(7) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(8) Jtr. N. C. Datta. 

(9) Mrs. K. D’Kozario. 

(10) Mr. K. K. Diitta. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Alliaj Kliwaja Mohd. Esmail. 

(12) Mr. K. W. N. Ferguson. 

(13) Mr. K. \i. Goswaini. 

(14) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(16) Mr. Humayun Kabir. 

(16) Khan Bahadur Mohd. Asat Khan. 

*^(17) Maulana Mohd, Akram Khan. 

(18) Mr. J, McFarlane. 

(19) Dr. II. K. Mookerjee. 

(20) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(21) Mr. II. Pal Chowdhury. 

(22) Khan Bahadur Muklesur llahnian. 

(23) Dr. K. S. Kay. 
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BENGAL LEQSLAtlVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


ftaMfid Session, 1942— Ho. 19. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Ijegislative 
Buildirffe, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 32th November, 1942, at 2-16 p.m., 
being the nineteenth day of the Second Session of 1942, ])ursuant to section 
*62(2)(a) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury) was 
in the Chair. 


Short Adjournment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I promised 
to make a statement about the cyclone and flood situation in Midnapore and 
24-Parganas distrit^ts today. Sir, the statement is going to be, in the 
main, a w'ritten one, because 1 have to give a number of facts and figures 
and also to take the House into confidence about the measures adopted so 
far and the measures which are proposed to be adopted. The whole thing 
is coming to me in 10 minutes’ time. Will you give me 10 minutes* time? 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: In the mean- 
time, there is another matter in respect of which we were promised a state- 
ment from Goveinment, namely, dearth of smaller coins. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Mr. Deputy 
President, Sir, I promised to make the statement, but I find that the 
Finance Department has not been able to supply me the necessary informa- 
tion today. I promise to make the statement on the first working day 
next week. I hope the House will grant me this indulgence. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: In view of the statements made by two 
Hon’ble Ministers, I adjourn the House for 10 minutes. 

(The^ House was then adjourned.) 

(The House re-assembled at 2-45 p.m.) 

The Hon’>le Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I regret to 
say that the statement has not yet come and I cannot say at exactly what 
time it will reach me. I would, therefore, suggest that the consideration 
of the Primary Education Bill may go on in the m^^ptime. I hiwre spoken 
to the HjOiil^le the Lieader of the Opposition and has no objection to 
^Ihis course, 
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Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: When can we expect the statement? 
Is it to be today or tomorrow? 

i 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Today, to be sure. The statement is 
expected by the Hon’ble Minister every moment. I agree with the Hbn’ble 
Minister that we should now proceed with the considerationfof the Primary 
Education Bill. 

The Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Billp 1942. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: May I rise on a point of order regarding 
sub-clause (2) of clause 2 of the Bill — that is to say, sub-clause^ (2) which 
says that after sub-section (2) the following sub-section shall be added, 
namely : — 

''(3) The Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, shall he e.r-offi^yio 
Chairman of the Committee, and there shall be a Secretary of 
the Coininittee who shall for the first term of five years be 
appointed, etc., etc.^’ 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Which amendment are you referring to? 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: 1 do not move amendment No. 3(J but 
I Tvould move my amendment No. 38. But before I do so, will you kindly 
permit me to raise a point of order as regards this (dause as it has been 
proposed iu this Bill? My point of order is this: The Bill proposes that 
there shall be a Secretary appointed for the first term of five years from 
amongst the elected members of the Board. 1 want you, Sir, to mark 
these words: “from amongst the elected members of the Board”. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: You lay stress on the word “Board*^? 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: Yes, Sir. The Board refers to the 
District School Board. There will be as many School Boards as there are 
districts in Bengal; but this provision is in connection with the Central 
Advisory Committee, wdiich wdll be only one. There will be only one 
Central Committee for Primary Education for the whole of the province, 
and it is said that the Secretary of this Committee will be appointed by 
Government from amongst the elected members of the Board, mind you, 
Sir, and not of the Committee. Is it then the intention to appoint the 
II Secretary from amongst the various District School Boards and not from 
the elected members of the Committee? I do not understand what is in 
the mind of the Hon’ble Minister. A member of a School Board is not 
necessarily a member of the Central Primary Education Committee, and 
therefore if the Secretary is chosen from amongst the members of the 
District School Bo«rd^ then the members of the Committee will be deprived 
of any opportunity of electing their own Secretary from amongst them-, 
selves. In short, the proposal is such that I do not pretend to understand 
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what is exactly meant in this regard. I want a ruling from you, Sir, 
as presently I shall be moving my amendment. Ac(*ording to the text of 
the Bill, the Secretary cannot be a member of the Coipmittee and I think 
this proposal is not in order. 

• 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Have you finished? 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. If fhe Bill under consi-^ 
deration is read carefully, I think it will be realised that the word *‘Board’^ 
instead of the word “Committee’^ has been inserted through oversight. 
Really speaking, the sponsor of the Bill means “Committee” and not 
“Board”, and I think tliis correction may be made by the ScH'retary under 
rule 68 of our rules. But when 1 say this I do not stop the moving of the 
amendment, Mr. Quasem, you may move your amendment if you like; but 
even if that amendment is not moved, the correction that I have referred 
to will be made by the Secretary. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: Sir, 1 sliould like to move my amend- 
ment. • 

I beg to move that in sub-clause of clause of the Bill, in the 
proposed sub-section (.!!), for the word “Board’^ appearing in line 7, the 
word “(Committee” be substituted. 

This Bill, Sir, is presented in this House after having been passed by 
the Assembly. 1 submit that the word “Board’’ could not have been inserted 
through oversight and so it should be correrded by w^ay of amendment 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Ji is mv per'^oiml opinion that it may 
have been inserted through oversight. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: According to your reading, Sir, it may 
be an oversight and i^ may be your opinion. But it was passed by the 
other House and I think it has been inserted there deliberately. That 
is why I propose my amendment. May I point out in this connection that 
the phrase “the Board” according to English grammar means a particular 
specific Board. In this Act it is intended that there shall be as many 
District School Boards as there are districts in Bengal. But at present all 
the districts have not availed themselves of this provision of the Act. 
Only some districts have had these Boards up till now. So, the phrase ‘^tke 
Board”,’ I submit, according to English grammar, means some specific 
Board. Now, Sir, Government is providing for a Secretary for this Com- 
mittee, but why it should go to select a Secretary of the Committee out of the 
elected members of “the Board” and not out of the elected members of the 
Committee? Judging by the language used, Government seems to have 
some particular Board in mind. Therefore, Sir, I submit that the proposal 
so far as the words “the Board” are concerned, without any intelligible 
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meaning. Government in its over-confidence that the Bill in all its details 
is correct, — impeachably correct, — does not think it necessary to accept an 
amendment, correcting an obvious mistake which is submitted from this 
side of the House. The Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Bill may main- 
tain that the phrase ‘*the Board'' is quite correct — as the Government of 
the day is really suffering from ‘^intoxication"' having got a majority 
behind them. But Sir, the fact is there that the phrase “the Board" is 
a mistake and that the Government should admit their mistake in this 
House. If this provision is passed into law as it is, there will be 
real and serious difficulty. If the phrase is retained, there will, in my 
opinion, be great difficulty in the practical working of this provision. The 
intention was that Government would be selecting Secretary for the first 
term of five years from amongst the elected members of the Committee 

Mfi HUMAYUN KABIRS On a point of order, Sir. You were pleased 
to rule that this is a mistake 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENTS I have not given any ruling. I simply 
suggested that the word “Board" might have been inserted through 
oversight. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: If it is only a suggestion and your personal 
opinion, then the position is otherwise; but you said that it is due to an 
oversight which 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It was my personal opinion and not my 
ruling. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Even if that be so, the speech to which we 
have listened is probably unnecessary. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, this intervention on the part of 
Mr. Humayun Kabir was simply unnecessary. However, Sir, I repeat 
that the Government will be doing justice to itself, to the members of 
this House and to the public for whom this Bill is meant, if it readily 
accepts my amendment. It has not said definitely wbat “the Board" 
means. The word is beautifully and dangerously vague. So, I submit 
that if the word “Board" is a mistake, it should be replaced by the word 
“Committee", as I have suggested in my amendment. If the Government 
had said that the Secretary shall be chosen from among the members of 
all the District School Boards, I could understand that. But that position, 

I apprehend, is not in the mind of the Government. 

There is another section, I mean section 4 which is sought to be 
amended, occurs in Chapter II headed “The Central Primary Education 
Committee". Befor^ that section 4, there is no section which deals with 
the constitution of the School Boards which is the subject-nlatter of a 
subsequent chapter, to be^^precise, Chapter III. Section 4 occurs in Chapter 
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II under the heading ^‘Central Primary Education Committee^’, I repeat. 
Before that section, the word “Board” does not occur anywhere except in 
the definition-section, namely, section 2. . 

• With these words, I submit that my point of view may be accepted and 
the word “Board” may be replaced by the word “Committee”. 

Md. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in sub-clause 
{2) of clause 2 of the Bill, in the proposed sub-section (J), for the word 
“Board” appearing in line 7, the word “Committee” be substituted. 

(Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain rose to speak.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur, does it require any 
more speech? 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: If the Govern- 
ment accepts the amendment, it will not be necessary to make any speech. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, at first sight 
certainly it would appear to some that this word “Board” is a mistake 
for the word “Coinmittee” ; but if we consider the clause itself, it would 
appear that, as a matter of fact, the Committee and the Board, for all 
practical purposes, are interchangeable terms. Let me explain the matter. 
The Provincial Committee shall consist of 17 members all told — 10 members 
will be elected by the District School Boards and 7 will be nominated by 
Government — that is the total strength of the Committee. Therefore, 
whether you say “elected members of the Board” or “elected members of 
the Committee”, — that does not make any difference, because the Provincial 
Committee can contain only 10 members elected by the District School 
Boards. There can be no other members elected who would have any 
place on the Central Committee. And whether we say 10 members of the 
Committee or 10 members elected by the District Scdiool Boards, it comes 
to the same thing. It makes no difi'erence. Therefore, my submis- 
sion is that although at the first sight it would appear that the word 
“Committee” would have been more clear, yet the sense is not clouded by 
any other consideration, having regard to the fact that we have it clearly 
stated in section 4 that the Central Committee would consist of only 10 
elected members and all of them would be elected by the District School 
Boards. My friend says that it might mean a District School Board. I 
submit, Sir, that the words “elected members of the Board” mean the 
District School Boards collectively. Here, all the District School Boards 
are taken in a collective sense and not in individual sense. In that view 
of the case, my submission is that there is no confusion about this and 
I do not think that any alteration should be made in the Bill as drafted. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: The matter 
has been made worse by the speech of my honourable friend. We all 
thought, including yourself, that this was on\^ a mistake. But the 
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explanation which has been given by my friend has made matters still 
more complicated, for, if that is the meaning, nobody else will understand it 
except perhaps the sponsor of the Bill or the drafter. Every^ one including 
yourself think that this is apparently a mistake. In the Act we find that 
the definition of ‘‘Board^^ and the definition of ‘‘Committee^’ are sepaititely 
given. According to the Act “Board’' means a District School Board 
constituted under the Act and “Committee” means the Central Primary 
Committee constituted under the Act. What does “the“ refer to? Accord- 
ing to my honourable friend it refers collectively to the members of all the 
District Boards; but I do not think anybody can stretch his imagination so 
far as to explain it in that way. I think it is a clear and pure mistake and 
as you yourself suggested, it could be corrected bj' the Secretary.^ In that 
connection, I would like to say that rule G8 of our rules does not give power 
to make any and every correction. It gives restricted power. It is 
definitely mentioned in that connection that the Secretary is empow^ered 
to revise complete marginal notes and make purely consequential correc- 
tions. These are the only matters which may he dealt with under rule 68. 
Even if there is a mistake like this, it cannot be corrected under rule 68, I 
beg to submit, as it is a Bill that has been already passed by the Legislative 
Assembly. All of us may perhai)a remember, that for even a slight cor- 
rection of a comma, or a semi-colon or even changing h capital letter to 
a small letter and vice ver.m, this House had to bring in amendments to 
have them rectified during the time of the late President. If these things 
could be done by the Secretary, Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad would 
not have to take so much trouble for his drafting amendments aimed at 
correcting verbal errors or punctuation marks, almost a legion in number. 
We know that many amendments of this nature had to be passed through 
this House formally, vSo, I say that rule 68 does not empower correction of 
this nature. TJie meaning assigned by the Hon’ble Education Minister to 
the word “Board” in this connection is altogether meaningless, for nobody 
reading the phraseology will ever understand it in the way stated by him. 
It would require the addition of a commentary to the Act if really 
it should mean what the Hon’ble Minister intends it to mean; but 
such commentary is not possible in any TiCgislative Act ; it is not 
permissible. So I think the word, “Board” should be substituted by 
“Commitijee” or the drafting should be entirely changed to convey the 
meaning which the Hon’ble Minister wants the word “Board” to signify. 
The present wording will not do. If the Hon’ble Minister really means 
to convey the idea that he has stated, then the draft will have to be changed 
altogether. Some such phrase as “from amongst the elected members of 
the Board returned as member to the Committee” will have to be added 
instead of merely the word “Board”. Otherwise, nobody will be able to 
understand it in that way. I think, Sir, my honourable friend is 
mistaken if he thinks that the Low’er House which passed the Bill really 
intended to give the word “Board” the meaning which he seeks to give. 
It is a probable miiitake but it cannot be correctly under rule 68. So, I 
submit that the amendment should be accepted by way of correcting the 
mistake. With these wprds. I support the amendment. 
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of this Central Committee, then, Sir, I agree with the mover of the 
amendment that the word “Committee’' would be happier and that would 
express more clearly the intention of the framers of the Bill. But when 

1 read the provisions of the Bill, I am doubtful whether the Government 
does not want wider power for the choice of the Secretary who may*be an 
elected member of any District School Board instead of limiting the choice 
to the 10 elected members of the Central Committee. But if it is the 
intention of the Government to confine the selection to the 10 elected 
members of the Committee, then the word “Committee” is better 
than the word “Board”. I do not know what the intention of the 
Government is and I hope that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill 
will clear this point. But the word “Board” would be happier, if it is 
the intention that the Secretaryship may go even outside the lO elected , 
members of the Central Committee, preferably to a member of the 
District School Boards, in that case the word “Board” is quite correct. 
Then, Sir, the second objection raised by Khan Sahib Abul Quasem is 
that the phrase “the Board” means that a particular Board is intended. 
But that is not really so. It does not follow that by the use of the phrase 
“the Board” is meant a particular Board. It has been used here in a 
distributive sense. But if it is the intention that the Secretary ot the 
Committee shall be selected from among the 10 memh^rs of the Central 
Committee, then the word “Board” should be replaced by the word 
“Committee”. I hope the Hon’ble Minister will enlighten the House on 
this point. Personally, I think that the selection should he made from a 
wider sphere. Instead of selecting the Secretary from among the 10 
elected members of tlie Central Committee, I would rather that the 
Government should have discretion for appointing the Set’retary from any 
of the elected members of the School Boards. But whether that is the 
intention of the Government or not, I do not know. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; As I find that 
considerable confusion i)revails among the members of the different 
groups as regards the correct interpretation, I would accept the amend- 
ment. Even Sir Bijoy Prasad is labouring under some (Confusion regard- 
ing the wording of this amendment. Under these circumstances, I would 
accept the amendment. 

MTp deputy PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: the 
amendment of Khan Sahib Abul Quasem that in sub-clause { 2 ) of clause 

2 of the Bill, in the proposed sub-section ( 3 ), for the words “Board” 
appearing in line 7, the wwd “Committee” be substituted. 

(The amendment was agreed to,) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the 'House is: 
that clause 2, as amended, stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 
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DEPUTY PRESIDENT* Clause S stand part of the Bill. 

i|r« NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that clause d of the Bill be 
omitted. 

Sir, clause 3{hh) runs as follows: — 

*‘(hh) in addition to the members referred to in clause (h), two 
members who shall l>€long to the Scheduled Castes to be 
appointed by the Provincial Governnienl , and”; and 

(J) in clause (0 — 

(a) after the words ^‘teachers of primary schools”, the words 
‘‘possessing the prescribed (lualificaiions” shall be added; and 
(h) the following proviso shall be added at the end, namely; — 

“Provided that no person shall lx* eligible for election under this- 
clause who is not entitled 1o vote at such election.” 

Sir, I move that this clause be omitted. Tn my view this clause ift 
unnecessary. By this clause Government want to add two members 
belonging to the Scheduled Castes and to add certain qualifications for the 
teachers of primary schools. Sir, vsection (i, clause (h) of the Act says: 
“As many members as there are subdivisions in the district to be appointed 
by the Provincial Government”. So, if the (government so desire, they 
may appoint one or two Scheduled Caste members. There is no bar for 
the (Government to do so. But why increase the number of members in 
the Board further? There are already Pi or 17 members who will form a 
Board. Tinder section (J {)f the Act, the District Magistrate will be an 
e,r-officw member, the Subdi visional Magistrates will be e.r-offirio 
members, the District Tnsfjcctor of Schools will be an e.r-offirio member, 
so also the Chairmen of TiOcal Boards, and the Cliairman and the Vice- 
Chairman of the District Board. There are so many members to be 
nominated by Government. In a district, there may be 4, 5 or b subdivi- 
sions. In that case there will l>e so many members nominated by Govern- 
ment. The number of members of the District Scdiool Board is already 
large, what is the good of making it larger. In so doing the eflScient 
working of these Boards may be hampered. 

There is no necessity for more nominations. Why the number of 
nominated members should be increased? There is no need for increas- 
ing the ‘number of nominated members. Then, the other part of the 

clause deals with the teacher and there is a clause that one teacher 

of primary school be appointed for the first term of 4 years. Under 

sub-clause (i), Government can appoint a primary school teacher for 
4 years. After that, he will be elected by the teachers of primary 
schools. There is no ambiguity. Only a teacher is eligible. I do* 

not know why the Government want to add “possessing the prescribed 
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-qualifications^’. In the existing Art these very words were inserted while 
it was in draft form and when the Bill came before the House, the then 
Legislative Council, these words were omitted. After the lapse of 12 
years, the same thing, which the so-called reactionary House refused to 
incorporate, is proposed to be added by the popular Minister. There is no 
necessity for it. Teacher of the primary school means teacher of the 
primary school. What the prescribed qualification is intended for, I do 
not know. What is the necessity of those prescribed qualifications? 
There is another proviso, namely, that no person shall be eligible for 
election under this clause who is not entitled to vote at such election. 
That question also is not necessary, bec'ause franchise is being given to the 
teachers of the primary schools. A list of teachers can be prepared. I 
ask why this ju-oviso has been added? On this ground, I want that clause , 
( 3 ) be omitted. I appeal to the House to accept my amendment. 

Mfa DEPUTY PRE8IDEMT: Amendment moved: that clause 3 of 
the Bill be omitted. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, has the 
statement come by now? 

The Hon’ble Mr, PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am quite 
prepared to go on. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: We cannot 
expect that the discussion on the adjournment motion can be finished after 
the statement is made. It is now going to be JJ-25 p.m. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Let us begin at least and see how far 
vre can proceed. 

Ra]a BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Naehipur: May 

1 know how long the Revenue Minister will take? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr, PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I shall take half 
an hour. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRE8IDENT; Is it the desire of the House that we 
should liear the statement of the Hon’ble Minister. (Several members from 
the Government benches: This amendment may be finished first.) 

Mr. J, B. R088: Sir, as an amendment has been moved, it is the view 
'Of my party that it should be finished before the Hon’ble Minister makes 
his statement. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: ThaY is also 
•our view, Sir. 
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. The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I oppoae the 
amendment formally. 

•Mri DEPUTY PRESIDENT: On former occasions objection had been 
raised* by the Opposition that the Hon’ble the Tjeader of the House some- 
times without giving any reason against an amendment, simply opposes it. 
Of course, it is for the Leader of the House to make a speech in reply to the 
debate or not; I cannot compel him to make a speech if he does not like to 
do so. But if the consequential interpretation of this is that he has no 
reason to assign, then he will have to blame himself and no body else. 

The question before the House is: that clause d of the Bill be omitted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 


Statement on the Midnapore cyclone. 

The Hcn’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Deputy 
President, Sir, my first words must be words of humble apology to this 
House for wasting its time unwittingly. Sir, a heavy cyclone from the 
Bay passed over seven districts of Bengal on the Ibth Ociober, ll>42. It 
began about 7 or 8 o’clock in the morning of the IGth October and spent 
itself up in the early liours of the morning of the ITtli October. In the 
afternoon of tlie Kith there was a high tidal bore forced up by the cyclone 
from the Bay which broke into the mainland and devastated a considerable 
area in the southern j)art of Midnajmre and 24-Parganas districts. The 
cyclone was accomj)anied by heavy rain — at certain places it has been 
ascertained that ii was as heavy as 12 inches in less than 24 hours. All 
the rivers in these districts were in heavy flood due to the tidal bore, rain 
and force of wind. In the worst-affected areas, there was a heavy loss of 
human lives, the present estimate being not less than 10,000 persons in 
the Midnapore district and not less than 1,000 persons in the 24-Parganas 
district. The loss of life may^ however, turn out to be bigger than this 
problematic estimate. The loss of cattle was even heavier, nearly 75 per 
cent. As to houses, j)raf!tically every hutcha house was either severely 
damaged or destroyed, and only pvrea houses and corrugated-iron-roofed 
houses remained with the indelible impress of the ravage on their face. 

I shall now try to give the House a detailed idea of the havoc caused 
by the cyclone, specially in the five coastal thanas of the Midna])ore 
district. In the most severely affected of these areas there w’ere according 
to the cehsus of 1981, 108,618 occupied houses with a population of 556,125 
persons. In nearly the whole of this area practically all the huts have 
come down and at least 75 ])er cent, of the cattle has perished. Assuming 
tht each house had on an average 8 huts and assuming further that 80 per 
cent, of the families had on an average one head of plough cattle or milch 
cattle, we*find that nearly three lakhs of huts and 60,000 heads of cattle 
have been destroyed in this belt alone. 
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In the other thanas of the Tamluk and Contai subdivisions as well as 
in other police-stations of the Midnapore Sadar and Ghatal subdivisions 
there were over 4 lakhs of occupied houses with nearly 20 lakhs of people. 
Even at a moderate estimate about 4 lakhs of huts must have been blown 
down im this area and the death roll of cattle also should be about ]?5,000. 
Thus, nearly seven lakhs of huts have been destroyed making over 15 lakhs of 
people absolutely homeless and nearly 75,000 heads of plough and milch 
cattle have disappeared from their pasture fields. The loss of moveable 
properties such as foodstuffs, clothing, utensils, etc., must have been in 
proportion to the damage to roads, embankments, etc. The present rough 
estimate of the Irrigation Department is that the cost of the repair of the 
Government embankments alone will be over Rs. 20 lakhs. 

The news of the cyclone first reached the Revenue Secretary who was 
present in town during the vacation in the morning of the 19th October. 
The Collector of the 24-Pargana8 also rang him up to give the news which 
referred only to the devastation caused in parts of the Diamond Harbour 
subdivision. The same afternoon due to the efforts of one of the R. A. F. 
pilots news came from the Collector of Midnapore that the apprehension 
of the Collector was that the southern part of Midnapore must have suffered 
badly. Immediately on, receipt of this news from Midnapore as well as 
from the 24-Pargana8 steps were taken to send down relief parties. A 
relief party was sent down on the 20th October, 1942, wdth foodstuffs, 
12,000 gallons of water and doctors with disinfectants. The Revenue 
Secretary forwardtni a wireless message to the (collector of Midnai)ore to 
try to send relief parties from Kolaghat down to the Rupnarayan river to 
the coastal areas which were practi(uilly cut oft' from the main land. 
Simultaneously, relief parties were organised from the Revenue Department 
from Calcutta to reach the coastal areas of Tamluk and Contai subdivi- 
sions. These parties left in charge of responsible otficers with doctors, 
disinfectants and with foodstuffs. With the first relief party on the 22nd 
October, 1942, was sent more than 1,600 maunds of rice: with the second 
relief party was sent on the 24th October, 1942, 2,500 maunds of rice. 
The third relief party left on the 28th October, 1942, with about 2,000 
maunds of rice and the fourth relief party on the -‘lOth October, 1942, with 
about 3,000 maunds of rice. 

It has been alleged that in this case helj) did not reach the affected 
localities as quickly as it is ordinarily done. This is perfectly true and 
can be largely explained. The factors which prevented immediate help 
w’ere the following; — 

(i) breakdown of all telegraphic and telephonic communications; 

(ii) blocking up of practically all roads in the affected areas by fallen 

trees. 

I myself visited this area. I discovered that on the road from 
Midnapore to Contai, a distance of 60 miles, every single tree on the road- 
side had either come down or was remaining in a blasted condition. There 
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was also political trouble in one of the districts where we were told that it 
was unsafe for Government officials to work without police escort, and last 
of all we had lack of transport facilities due to abnormal condition created 
by the war. The local officers in Midnapore spent the first 4 or 5 days in 
restorkig' communications as without the restoration of communications no 
relief was possible. They then sent out relief though in the conditions 
prevailing the relief could not be adequate to areas which were then 
considered unsafe for Government officers. My honourable colleagues, the 
Minister for Finance and the Minister for Agriculture and Industries and 
myself accompanied by my Revenue Secretary visited some of the affected 
areas of the Midnapore district towards the end of Ocdober. We discussed 
with local officers and local people the whole si 1 nation and the measures 
.called for by the abnormal situation created. On return to Cabuitta 
Government decided to make the following arrangements to facilitate 
relief operations in the tw^o districts: — 

(1) Release of information about the disaster to the press w'hich had 
been held up under instructions of the Government of India 
which w’ere to the effect that no information about weather 
conditions or information about damages to (unnmunications 
should Ije disclosed. It would be realised that the w^ar w’as on. 
Well, by the time wdien the information w’as released communi- 
cations had been restored. 

1 2) An Additional Commissioner was appointed to direct and co- 
ordinate relief operations. 

(3) A Special Officer was to be appointed to take charge of relief 

operations in each of the most affected subdivisions under the 
direct orders of the Collector of Midnapore. 

(4) Certain measures adopted by Government for the purpose of helping 

the military commitments had to be relaxed. 

(5) Steps have since been taken and effect has been given to the items 

which I have mentioned above. Mr. B. R. Sen, the Revenue 
Secretary, has been appointed Additional Commissioner, two 
Special Officers for relief work have already been ordered to 
join in Midnapore district. Orders have also been issued posting 
24 Kanungos to the district to be placed in charge of relief 
circles consisting of 2 or e3 unions each. Facilities for transport 
and conveyance have also been expanded and will be further 
expanded as circumstances permit. 

The Additional Commissioner visited Midnapore on the ffth November, 
1942, and in consultation with local officials allotted definite areas to non- 
official relief organisations for the purpose of work. Certain philanthropic 
societies wfll engage themselves in grant of immediate relief of food and 
clothing. I shall quote for the information of the House the detailed 
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instructions which have been issued by the Additional Commissioner abotit 
the relief operations in the affected areas. Three main principles have been 
accepted ; — 

(i) Relief should be given without any discrimination, that is to say, 
all those who are in distress should be helped irrespective of 
their politics. 

{li) Non-official co-operation should be sought and facilities will be given 
to the non-officials to the fullest extent to help in relief work. 

(iii) Non-political philanthropic societies, if necessary, will be assisted 
with contributions from Government funds, but political bodies 
like the Hindu Mahasabha or the Muslim I/eague or others which 
come forward to work, should work with their own funds.’ 
Facilities for doing work should, however, be extended to all. 

With regard to the question of organisation of relief, a Special Relief 
Officer will be appointed to be ii. charge of relief operations in each of the 
subdivisions affected. A Deputy Magistrate is under orders of posting to 
Tamluk and anotlier to Contai. These officers will work under the orders 
of the Collecior in close contact with the Subdivisional Officer. The worst- 
affected areas will be divided into a number of relief circles, each comprising 
villages with about 4,000 families or api)roximately 20,000 people — roughly 
included within two or three unions. In less-affected areas relief circles 
should be much bigger— say, two or three in each thana, according to the 
size of the thana, the density of population and extent of the damage. Each 
such circle will be placed in charge of a Government officer who will be 
called Assistant Relief Officer. Non-official lK>dies who are allotted definite 
areas to work in will be responsible for the grant of immediate relief in 
food, clothing, etc. In these areas the main function of the Assistant Relief 
Officers will be to collect all relevant information about the distress and 
arrange for distribution of long-term relief, e.g., agricultural loans for 
house building, purchase of seeds, etc. I may indicate to the House the 
procedure which we desire to follow. Relief circles and the relief centres 
will be under Assistant Relief Officer and other staff will be deputed to 
each centre. As soon as the Assistant Relief Officer arrives at a centre with 
his staff he will ask the prominent men of every village to make a detailed 
survey of the families affected and submit a report. These non-official 
bodies are mainly responsible for the distribution of immediate relief; the 
workers of these bodies will also be called upon to do the same. The 
Assistant Relief Officer will have to check the lists and then he will issue 
ration cards to each family that seeks relief and he will give rations to all 
claimants for a fortnight after a summary enquiry. As detailed enquiries 
proceed and final survey lists are obtained the ration register will be revised 
and the ration will be issued on the basis of this register. All other reliefs 
can be given on the basis of the survey lists as finally drawn up. 

Similar procedure for distribution of immediate relief sl^ould* be followed 
by non-official bodies a^far as possible. 
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The question of supplies is also a veiy important question. In the worst- 
a£^ected zones most of the markets with their supplies have been destroyed. 
In the less-alfected zones even if the markets have not been completely 
destroyed, the sources of supplies have been temporarily dislocated. lu 
both •series of the zones, therefore, it will be necessary to take steps to 
ensure an adequate quantity of essential supplies for sale to the people who 
will not be given gratuitous relief. Sale depots will have to be opened at 
the relief centres or at markets selected either direct by Government or 
through the local traders. Preference will be given necessarily to local 
traders. ^ 


Then there is another important question — the question of transport. A 
large antount of supplies will have to go from Calcutta. The Additional 
Commissioner is making arrangements for the despatch of launches and 
barges in order to carry supplies to certain places in the affected areas, ])lace 8 . 
which are easily approachable from Calcutta by river or by rail. Then 
arrangements will have to be made for facilitating the transport of relief 
within the district. A very large number of boats and buses will have to- 
be placed at the disposal of the Relief Olticer for certain subdivisions. 
Special arrangements for transport will have to be made for taking supplies- 
to certain deeplj^-aifected areas. Due to the abnormal situation created 
in the country certain restrictions were imposed upon transport and upon 
free movement. Such restrictions must be relaxed if relief work has to- 
proceed satisfactorily. The next question is also a (jiiestion of extreme 
urgency. It is the (piestion of water-su])ply. In the worst-aifected zones. 
I)ractically all sources of water-8Ui)pl3' other than tube-wells have beeu 
polluted by saline water. Immediate steps are being taken to sink tube- 
wells where possible to bale out saline water from tanks. The Chief 
Engineer to the Department of l*ublic Health has ])een asked to reserve- 
tube-well materials for a number of tube-wells so that water-supply can 
immediately be ensured to the people. 

With regard to the question of medical relief, steps have been taken 
by the Director of Public Health and definite instructions are being issued 
by him. 

So far as gratuitous relief is concerned, the Revenue Department will 
have to tackle it and possibly they will have to ask for relaxation of some 
of the rigid rules which api)ly to such relief ordinarily. We shall have to^ 
consider the question of reconstruction of the huts and we shall aim at 
helping a family to have one ordinary hut for each separate “sleeping unit” 
plus one small kitchen shed. Gratuitous help for house building will be 
given to families who are unable to construct their houses from their own 
existing resources or future income in a reasonable period. As house-build- 
ing loans are immediately needed, the working principle will be to give 
this help at first in agricultural loans when there is no time to make a 
detailed qpquhry. If later, on enquiry it is found in any case that the 
party is so poor as to be unable to repay the loan within a reasonable time 
the loan would be, con verted into gratuitous reliei. 
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Then, Sir, we have to provide for families who have lost their bedding, 
clothipg and utensils and who have not the resources to replace them. They 
will have to be given help in cash or in kind. 

Plough cattle will perhaps not be needed before the advent of the new 
year. But milch cows will be immediately needed. It would be di&cult 
to supply these cattle from the localities for all families who need thei^. 
Therefore Government will have to consider this question and it is a ques* 
tion of vital importance to the district. The number of cattle destroyed 
is not less than 40,000. Even for a 25 per cent, replacement 10,000 cattle 
will be required. 

We have next to consider the question of clearing the lands of sand 
deposited by flood. Help in cash will have to be given where stich lands 
can be cleared at a reasonable cost. Where large areas have become covered 
with sand the work of removed may be taken up as test work. We have to 
give help in cash or in kind for rahi crop and other paddy crop and we have 
to provide for agricultural implements where such implements have been 
lost. 

We have to give agricultural loans and such loans available for the 
maintenance of a family for the purchase of clothing, bedding, utensils and 
agricultural implements, for the reconstruction of house's at a minimum 
scale, for purchase of plough and for the purchase of milch cattle. These 
works will have to be carried on and enlist I may draw the attention of the 
honourable members, to that portentious group called the family group. 

We have to consider the question of not only of survey list but we have 

enquire into the question of roads and embankments and other works 
needed in the distressed areas. 

The question of clearing of canals, the question of clearing out drains, 
the question of excavation of drinking water wells and irrigation of water- 
tanks w'ill be undertaken immediately by the Revenue Department. Any 
extensive work of clearing sand deposits on cultivable lands will be taken 
up as relief work. We will have also to consider the question of an early 
repair of the sea dykes and other embankments as the sea dykes will create 
not only temporary difl&culties but unless the actual construction or repair 
of these embankments and dykes are taken in hand at once they will create 
trouble for the future as well. 

I have given a rough estimate of the vast task of rehabilitation in the 
distressed areas in the Midnapore and the 24-Parganas districts. I 
have also given an indication to the House as to the lines on 
which work is proposed to be carried out. I musf say for myself that there 
have been no acts of omission but believe me when I say that Government 
has taken all possible steps as soon as the news of this unprecedented 
calamities reached the Govenuaent. For four days these affected areas were 
cut off from outside world. * 

Sir, I shall say one word about the political sitp^tion. ^ It is a problem 
which does not affect directly my responsibilities t(^the Legislature. 
Honourable members may have read the appeal Ki Excellency the 

% It ^ 
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•Governor published in the Press this morning?. He appeals for the return 
of normality. Speaking for myself, as Minister in charge entrusted with 
these very arduous and heavy duties, I feel convinced that the success of the 
relief in the districts concerned depends on the whole-hearted co-operation 
of the people themselves. My appeal, therefore, is not to widen nor to 
deepen the distrust of the administration. My appeal is that every lover 
of the province specially of these a:ffected areas should see that nonual 
conditions come back -so that the people and the Government may in 
co-operation help the reconstruction of the very important parts of the 
province which have practically been destroyed by the freaks of Nature. 

Sir,^ r am concerned with the humanitarian aspect of the matter, and 
I appeal to all concerned to realise that the claims of humanity transcends 
the bonds of party politics, they transcend the bounds of political 
controversies. I hope, Sir, — I am ajipealing through vou lo this House and 
to the vast ])ublic outside these walls — that each and every one of my 
distinguisli(‘d (‘ouiitrymen and women must rise to the height of the 
occasion and will help in the establishment of a better order of things in 
these areas which have been ravaged by Nature. 1 know, Sir, that a])])eal 
does not lie agaii^st the inscrutable will of Providence but I am sure we 
shall do our best tor the ])urpose of rendering help to the homeless wandi'rers, 
to the orphans, to the eliildren, to the widows, irrespective of considerations 
of caste, creed and colour. Natural tragedies and calamities like these are 
the greatest levellers in the story of a nation and along with its travail, let 
this tragedy brighten our outlook on life. I appeal to all, irrespective of 
party affiliations, irrespective of political views, irrespective of colour and 
creed, to come forward to the assistance of the Government for the purpose 
of mitigating this appalling human suffering. I ho])e, Sir, I do not appeal 
in vain. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; A s arranged yesterday, I wish formally to move 
my motion. But there is hardly any time for discussion on it. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Do you want to move your motion after 
the statement of the JTon'ble Minister? 


Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: We object to the adjournment 
motion being moved. The leave of the House should be taken. 


Mr. NUR AHMEEU Sir, I beg to move that this Council do adjourn 
its business to 3ilcu8s*a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, 
the failure of tiSt Gd'^l^ment of Bengal to take timely steps for the relief 
of the people of Midn&pore and 24-Parganas who have suffered by the 
devasting cyclone^hic|^wrought havoc in these two districts on the 16th 
October, 1942. 

51 
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Sir, in movingr this adjournment motion 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Are you moving the^ 
adjournment motion? If the Opposition is serious in moving ihis adjouni- 
ment motion, I shall have to fix some time before the actual discussion is 
taken up, but before I do so, I would appeal to the Hon’ble the Leader of 
the Opposition to consider very carefully if after the statement made by 
the Hon’ble Eevenue Minister he should be prepared to press this motion. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, it was 
decided yesterday that some points might have to be cleared up after the 
Hon’ble Minister had made his statement in the House and therefore it 
might be necessary to move the adjournment motion formally. We wanted 
to have a full-dress discussion on the matter. We, of course, do not mean 
this adjournment motion as any censure against Government; but we wanted 
a full-dress debate for eliciting full information on all points and with 
that end in view we want that an opportunity should be given to this side 
of the House to discuss the matter. So far as 1 remember, Sir, that was the 
assurance very kindly given by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister yesterday 
who said that he would not stand on any technical ground against the 
admission of the motion and would give the House the fullest opportunity 
^to discuss the matter after he had ’made his statement. I think that that 
arrangement stands. 

^ The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Yesterday I 
understood the Ijeader of the Opposition as well as certain other honourable 
members on this side of the House to say that after hearing the statement 
they might have to ask questions arising from my statement and for further 
information, and I gladly agreed to satisfy my honourable friends to the 
best of my ability: that is all that I promised to do yesterday, so far as 
I remember. 

It is undoubtedly ^ privilege of His Majesty’s Opposition to move- 
adjournment motions but may I say to the Leader of the Opposition through 
you, Sir, that in a matter like this no useful purpose Will be served by taking 
recourse to a privilege which undoubtedly belongs to the Opposition. If 
any questions are asked of me — we have still some time left — I shall be 
very glad to answer any question. I desire to close this chapter of contro- 
versy and I have not made my statement or spoken in a controversial vein. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, yesterday, in answer to a question 
which “I put you were pleased to say that after hearing the* Hon’ble 
Minister’s statement if it was considered necessary to move the adjournment 
motion of which notice was given by my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed, it would 
be allowed to be moved. Then I put to you another specific question and 
as to who was to ^judge whether it was necessaiw^to move the adjourn- 
ment motion. To this query you said that it w^ the. member who had 
given the notice who wjis to Now, Sir, ^ur Leader has already 

spoken. This particular adjournme^ motionf*we wia^ to make it quite- 
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ctear, Sir, is^not at all meant as any kind of censure upon the Government. 
it i3 meaijit^oinly to elucidate certain aspects of the disaster that has befallen 
the two districts in thi^ province and alilO to elicit information as to the steps 
thatihave been^aken or are proposed to be taken by Government for the ♦ 
relief of distress a^ misery. And it is by means of a discussion carried on 
along the proper lines and in the proper spirit that this elucidation and 
clarification is possible. Speaking for myself, Sir, I think that simply 
asking the Hon’ble Minister a few questions after his statement and having 
short answers from him will not help the matter verv mucli and for our 
part I may say without any hesitation that we do not wish to make any 
political capital out of the disaster that has taken place in the districts of 
Midnapore and 24-Parganas. Our only object is to have on the floor of this 
House clarified and elucidated the specific measures of relief that have been 
initiated already and are going to be initiated by Government and we wish 
to indicate that some of those measures may not bo af+er all quite adequate 
having regard to the necessities of the situation. Therefore, Sir, it is 
necessary that in view of the circumstances, 1 have stated, you will be pleased 
to permit us to move this adjournment motion on the clear understanding 
that it is not going to be treated as a controversial measure by us in this 
sense that we wdi# belong to the Opposition, do not wish to make ])oliticul 
capital out of these tragic happenings and to put the Government in the 
wrong. That is not our purpose, Sir. Our sincere object is to discusfv 
whether the fullest relief measures have !)een adopted to give succour to the 
l)eople who are now sufl'ering from this grievous calamity. 

Mr. il. B. ROSS: Sir, it is undoubtedly the privilege of the Opposition 
to move an adjournment motion. But it is also the privilege of any 
member of this House to object to the motion in whicli case tlie leave 
of the House has to be taken before the motion can bo moved. In this 
case, following on the statement of the Hon’ble Minister and having 
heard an objection already from my honourable friend to my left, we on 
this side of the House, the Enrojiean Party, support the objection, because, 
after the statement which has been made by the Hon'^ble Minister we do not 
like the wording of th^ motion for adjournment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the wording of the motion is to the 
effect that “the failure of the Bengal Government to take timely steps for 
the relief of the people of Midnapore and 24-Pargauas”. So, hf)W(*ver much 
my friends of the Opposition may disclaim their intention of censuring the 
Government, the wording is such that it reflects on the action of Govern- 
ment. It has been said by my friends of the Opposition that they want a 
discussion with regard to the cyclone situation in the districts of Midnapore 
and 24-Parganas. To this the Hon’ble Eevenue Minister has no objection: 
neither have we any objection. Now, Sir, the materials for the discussion 
have been disclosed by the Hon’ble Minister. He haii given a detailed 
exposition *of what happened in Midnapore and 24-Parganas and also the 
steps that have already been taken and are intended to be taken in future. 
Upon that statement a disQjjssion very well ensue. But wp are not 
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Id favour of any discussion on the ndjour^eht motion ithat h6SH)een tabled 
by my honoui^ble fri#nd Mr. Nur Ahmed, because its wordin^^ such that 
it really amounts to a censure on the Government. It is undoubtedly a 
privilege of the members, of the House to oppose such amotion being allowed 
to be moved, as it is undoubtedly the privilege of members of the 
Opposition to move it. So we object to the moving of this motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I would like to hear the Leader of the 
. . ^ 
Opposition. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Yesterday the 
understanding was that after the statement of the Hon*ble Minister, we 
would move the adjournment motion to whi(di no objection would be raised; 
and then tliere would be a discussion. It was definitely understood that after 
tJie statement the honourable member would formally move the motion and 
initiate discussion and it w’as definitely said from this side of the Hcuse 
that the motion was not meant to be a censure motion and it was not to be 
pressed for a division. That was the clear understanding. If that was 
not so, we would not have agreed to the statement being made first 
and would not have agreed to the arrangement. The^Hon’ble Minister 
was kind enough to say that no objection would be raised to this adjourn- 
'^nent motion. If the members on Ihe other side had said yesterday 
that they would object to the moving of this motion, then we would 
not have agreed to the statement being made first by the Hoii’ble Minister, 
^he Hon’ble Minister also was kind enough to say that he did not take any 
technical objection and that he wanted the matter to be thoroughly discussed 
on the floor of the House. 

Rai 8ahib JATINDRA MOHAN 8EN: Sir, I find that there is a good 
deal of confusion in the minds of the members sitting opposite. What 
Ihe Hon’ble Minister said the other day, and I definitely remember his 
speech, is that the subject of an adjournment motion must be a definite 
matter of urgent public importance and (d recent occurrence and he quoted 
the rule of our Bengal (k)uncil Procedure Rules governing the adjournment 
motion 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Sen, at this stage you 
should not go into the merits of the adjournment inotion. You simply say 
whether you have any objection. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Sir, what the Hon’ble Minister 
exactly said was that he would waive any technical objection with regard 
to the matter only ; but as he is not a member of this House he can- 
not waive any other thing. That is entirely for the House to decide — 
whether it will allow Mr. Nur Ahmed to move his motion or not. We, on 
this side of the House, definitely raised our objection to the motion being 
moved and the Hon’ble Minister cannot take auray that right, that privilege 
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of the by making any stftteuj^ent in wfiaieveir iigni statement 

might be iakiii. We object to xhe axf^on being moved and we refuse to 
give leave to Mr. Nur Ahmed to move his motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr# PRAMATHA NATH BANERfEE: Well, Sir, as I 
am not a member of this lionourable House, I cannot say anything in the 
matter. This is entirely for the House to decide. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Now that there is objection to the 
adjournment motion being moved, I would ask the honourable members who 
support this motion to rise in their places. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: But, Sir, you assured us 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: On a point of personal explanation, 
Sir. Yesterday we were given to understand definitely that the objec- 
tion would be jvaived and that no requisite number of members need 
rise in their places to give consent to this motion being moved. The posi- 
tion was that if after the statement made by the Hoirble Minister it was 
thought neceSBary, — and you said, Sir, that the mover, Mr. Nur Ahmed, 
would determine wheilier it would be necessary — he would move it. Now 
my humble submission is 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Yesterday the arrangernenl 
was that after the statement made by the HorrbJe Minister if Mr. Nur A hint'd 
thinks that he sliould jiress his motion then he would be allowed to move 
his adjournment motion. But it was certainly implicit that if any objec- 
tion was raised from any quarter, — and objection has now been raised 
actually, — then according to the rules Id members would have to rise in 
their places to signify llieir assent to the motion being moved. So, I would 
request the honourable members who support the motion to rise in their 
places. 

(Six honourable members rose in their places.) 

As les than 13 members have risen in their jilaces, Mr. Nur Ahmed has 
not the leave of the House to move his adjournment motion. 

I adjourn the House till 3 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment 

The Council then adjourned till 3 ii.m. on Friday, the 13th Novcmlier, * 

1942. 
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llein l|gpWft it 

The following men^fls^ were absent from the meeting held dH the* 12th 
November, 1942: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(3) Eai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. . 

(4) Mr. S. C. Chakraverti. 

(5) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. Humayun Eeza Chowdhury. 

(7) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(8) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(9) Mrs. K. D’Eoaario. 

(10) Mf. K. K. Dtitia. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Mohd. Esniail. 

(12) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(13) Khan Bahadur Mohd. Asaf Khan. 

(14) Maulana Mohd. Akrum Khan. 

(16) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(16) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(17) Dr. E. K. Mookerjee. 

(18) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(19) Khan Bahadur Muklesur Eahman. 

(20) Dr. K. S. Eay. 





BENGAL LEGISLA'PVE T MClt DEBARS 


Second Session, 1942— No. ^0. 


TpE Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 13th November, 1942, at 3 p.m , being the twentieth 
day of the S^ond Session of 1942, pursuant to section 62(^)(a) of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. !]peputy President (Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhuby) was in 
the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Futka markets. 

48. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge of 
the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to state if it is a fact 
that Professor J. A. Todd in his Interim Keport has arrived at a definite 
finding that the Futka markets (in jute and hessian) are undesirable and 
harmful to the trade and should be abolished? 

' (b) Is it a fact tliat the Bengal Chamber of Commerce have recently 

expressed similar views and have asked the Government to abolivsh the Futka 
markets in (question? ^ 

(r) If so, do tile Government propose to abolish the Futka markets as 
early us possible? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca, Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture aifd Industries Department): (a) No. 

(b) It is understood that representatives of the Indian Jute Mills’ 
Association and of the Bengal (Chamber of Commerce and other trade associa- 
tions had an interview with Hon’ble Minister, Commerce, in January- 
February last but this department has no knowledge of what toqjf place in 
that interview. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Assent by the Governor-General. 

» 

Mr. bik>UTY PRESIDENT: I have now to inform the honourable 
members that the Workmen's Compensation (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1942, 
which was passed by both Chambers of the Bengal Legislature has been 
assented tc^ by His Excellency the Governor-General under the provisions of 
section 76(1) of^the Government of India Act, 1936. 
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, ^ Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. Deputy President, we are unable to 
follow the speaker. On which adjournment^ motion he is speaking? There 
are many adjournment motions down on the ordar paper of today. We are 
unable to follow as to which of the motions ho-^hivs moved and on which he 
is speaking. ^ 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. I have received, as I have 
mentioned in the beginning, notices of Jweral adjournment motions to discuss 
certain definife matters of urgent public importance. I shall take them 
up one by one. Mr. Nur Ahmed has moved an adjournment motion which 
stands in his name. Notice of this motion was received on the 10th 
November. He wants to discuss the failure of the Government of Bengal 
^ to make# 'proper aiTangements for the feeding and clothing of 40 to 60 
thousand evacuees mostly Moslems, from Arakan and other parts of Burma 
who have arrived in Chittagong. The honourable member says, however, 
that he formally moves it but would be content with a statement from the 
Hon’ble Minister-in-charge regarding the steps that have been taken to 
relieve their distress. 

Mr. 8AGHINDRA NARAYAN SANYAL: In that case, cannot a ques- 
tion serve the piirpose? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is any Hon’ble Minister in a position to 
make any statement on the subject? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, the question of 
evacuation and evacuees is usually dealt with by my department, but so far 
as I am aware, the subject-matter of the motion which has been raised by 
my honourable friend Mr. Nur Ahmed is not the concern of the Provincial 
Government. I shall, however, be prepared to enquire into the position and 
let the House know. So far as I know, Sir, this is primarily the concern of 
the Government of India. It is true there has been a conflict of jurisdiction 
about this. I have heard the very short speech delivered by my friend 
Mr. Nur Ahmed and I shall be quite prepared to state before the House 
the real position about this conflict. ^ Now, Sir, if it is not the jurisdiction 
of the Provincial Government, then the motion will be barred by your ruling. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: May I take it Mr. Nur Ahmed that you 
do not press the motion? ‘ 

Mr. Nur AHMED: I do not press the motion but if a statement is 
made by 1;he Hon’ble Minister, that will satisfy the House. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, may I put a question to the 
Hon’ble Minister? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Will it not be convenient if you put the 
question after tlie Hon’ble ^Minister has made his^ statement? 
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Khan Sahib ABUL O^UASEM: 1 want to put only one question: On 
liearing it if yon allow it, the Hon’ble Minister may answer; but if 
you do not allow it, he will not answer. ’ 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: You may put your question; but the 
Hon^ble Minister need not answer it if he if not in a position to do so. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: My question is: that these Moslem 
evacuees are already in this province, that is in Chittagong. In view 
of this will the Government wait for a decision on the controversy about 
jurisdiction? It may not be the direct concern of the Provincial Govern- 
ment; but the Provincial Government must have known the fact that these 
evacuees are in Chittagong for some time past. They are in a bad plight. 
Are we to understand that the Government do not know their condition and 
their plight and does it require this adjournment motion and request for a 
statement and then they will make a statement? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, if this is not a 
matter for the Provincial Government, then this Government cannot make a 
statement. The matter will be a matter for the Centra^ Legislature. So 
far as the specific question asked by Mr. Quasem is concerned, no adjourn- 
ment motion can be moved on a question of knowledge. It can be moved 
for an act of omission and commission. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The next motion stands in the name of 
Mr. Nur Ahmed in which he has asked that the business of the House be 
adjourned to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, 
the imposition of (jollective fine on Moslem population of Bengal in general 
and in particular on the Moslem population of Yardahat in Chittagong, 
Burichang of police-station Burichang, Dliarmpur of police-station Kasha 
in Tippera, and of Kalna in Biirdwan as reported in the morning paper 
Azad of 12th November, 1942, by the Ministry of Bengal. 

Do you want to move this motion? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, this motion relates to the portfolio of the 
Hon^ble the Chief Minister, who is also the Home Minister. But as he is 
not present, this adjournment motion may be held over till the return of 
the Hon^ble the Chief Minister, and the rule of urgency may be waived. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I think at this stage that question does 
not come in, as there is no guarantee that objection will ft&t be raised to 
the moving of the motion. 3^ 

Mr. NUR AHMED: If the Hon*ble Minister in this case also makes a 
statement, that will satisfy me ; only the question of urgency may be 
waived. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I think I should decide the matter 
according to the desire of the House. Is there any objection to this' motion 
being allowed P 

Mr. 8ACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYA.L: We object, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: As there is objection, 1 would request 
those honourable members to rise in their seats who are in support of leave 
being granted to Mr. Nur Ahmed to move his adjournment motion. 

Mri DEPUTY PRESIDENTS As less than 13 members have stood in 
support of the motion, I have to inform the honourable member that he has 
Qot the leave of the House to move his adjournment motion. 

Mfa HUMAYUN KABIR: On a point of information, Sir. May I 
. enquire if this adjournment motion had been admitted by you. llecaiise, 
the question of the permission of the House arises only when it has been 
admitted by the Chair. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, I had admitted the motion. 

The next adjournment motions standing in the name of Khan Bahadur 
Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain runs as follows: — 

^‘That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, namely, the unusual delay made by 
local officers of Contai and Tamluk in sending first report of the 
cyclone disaster of 16th October which must be responsible for 
loss of many hundreds of lives. 

I find that the motion offends against rule 99 of our Council Procedure 
Hules which says that “the motion must nqt revive discussion on a matter 
which has been discussed in the same session’*. The subject-matter of this 
motion was rejected yesterday by the House. So, I disallow this motion. 

The next motion stands in the name of Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosain and it runs as follows : — 

“That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, namely, that the statement made by 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department on 
Midnapore cyclone disaster show there was no attempt to give 
any relief to the disaster-stricken people by the local officers from 
16th to 19th within which dates many thousands of people must 
• have perished of starvation and exposure.” 

This also ofirQ48 against rule 99. So, I disallow this motion. 

The last motion also stands in the name of Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosain and it runs as follows : — 

“Thai this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, namely,, dilatory method adopted 
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by Government; in sending out relief officers to areas affected by 
the cyclone disaster in Midnapore district and the dilatory 
process of giving relief after preparing list of people requiring 
relief/' 

This motion is substantially identical with the motion which was 
rejected yesterday. I disallow this motion also. 

Supplementary statement by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister on the Midnapore 

cyelone situation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, m&y 1 have 

your permission to make a further short statement about the Midnapore 
cyclone affair so as to allay all misgivings on the part of the honourable 
friends of the Opposition? 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I put in a 

short-notice question regarding the Midnapore cyclone situation. May I 
know whether that short-notice question will be answered by the Hon'ble 
Minister today? 

Tha Han’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I can assure 
the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition that I shall be very glad to 
answer his short-notice question. But before that I will just make a 
supplementary statement in* order to, as I have already said, allay some 
misgivings in the minds of the honourable members of the Opposition. 

Sir, I shall give certain facts. The disaster took place on two successive 
dates, 16th October, 1942, and 17th October, 1942. As I indicated in my 
speech yesterday, practically all communications between the different parts 
of Midnapore and the headquarters of that district, and Midnapore and 
Calcutta were stopped. Yet the Collector of Midnapore sent information to 
the Government at the centre of the province immediately after the disaster, 

^ and that was, as I stated, on the 19th October, 1942. The Collector's report 
is dated 17th October, 1942, as soon as the first cyclone passed over, and it 
reached the Revenue Secretary of the Government of Bengal on the 20th 
October, 1942. 

Khait Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Why it was not 

sent by wire? 

The Hon’ble Mr, PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Wires had all 
gone and Nature had caused serious sabotage on every means of communica- 
tion. This particular piece of information reached through a messenger and 
the messenger took three solid days to travel from Midnapore to Calcutta 
in view of the fact that even railway communications were cut off. My 
honourable friends opposite must-have seen notices in the Press about 
dislocation of any railway communication beyond 15 or 20 miles from 
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Calcutta. Then, Sir, the Collector sent us another report through a 
messenger. That was his report dated 19th October, 1942. It reached the 
Revenue Department on the 21st Octobei; 1942. In the first letter the 
Collector wanted the relaxation of rule 27 of the Treasury Rules with which 
the Leader of the Opposition has been very familiar all through his distin- 
guished services. That relaxation was allowed. On the 19th October, 1942, 
the Collector asked for relaxation of rules to the extent of Rs. 20,0(X). The 
permission asked for was at once accorded. Then, Sir, as I indicated in 
my speech yesterday, from the provincial headquarters every single step was 
taken on and from the 20th October, 1942. The first information reached 
the (iovernment, as I told you on the 19th October, 1942, at night. Imme- 
diately thereafter our departmental officers made every possible — every 
* humanly possible — effort to secure means of transport, including barges and 
launches. Due to the abnormal condition prevailing in the country my 
friends will realise the difficulties, but with the assistance of the Commis- 
sioners of the Port of Calcutta, to whom Government does owe a debt of 
gratitude, transport facilities were obtained and then the loading of goods 
began from ihe morning of 21st October, 1942. A Special Officer, Balm 
Nihar Chakrabarty, was sent down forthwith and he reached some of the 
affected areas on the 22nd October, 1942. Government sanctioned at once 
agricultural loans to the extent of Rs. 5 lakhs. It also sanctioned a sum of 
Rs, 24,000 in cash for gratuitous relief and Government also sent foodstuff 
to the value of Rs. 1 lakh. Therefore, my friends will be labouring under 
a misapprehension if they believe that the situation was not taken proper 
stock of, or that all humanly possible efforts were not made by the Govern- 
ment but the difficulties, as I mentioned yesterday, are difficulties which 
even human efforts cannot allay. As I told the House yesterday, even the 
roads were blocked from Midnapore to Contai by uprooted trees on both 
sides of the roads for about 70 miles and it was only with the assistance of 
the military miners and sappers that the local officers were somehow able 
to hack their way through. In fact, about throe days were taken up over 
this matter of restoration of communications through this main artery of 
communication in Midnapore. I can assure my friends on all sides of the 
House that there was no lack of the application of the humanitarian 
principle in this matter. 

Kftan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Was any relief 
given by the District Officer of Midnapore between the 17th and 19th of 
October when the information reached the Government first? Has Govern- 
ment any information on this point? 

The Hon^ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I presume the 
answer must be in the affirmative in view of the fact that the Collector was 
asking for money for the purpose of granting relief. I read the Collector’s 
two letters, very carefully this morning and I find that he was himself 
greatly upset even about the safety of the town of Midnapore itself where 
he stated that there were about 20 deaths. The exgct figure may be higher 
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The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: My friend is 
drawing largely on his imagination. Mr. B. 11. Sen, is a member of the 
Indian Civil Service, is the Director of * Civil Belief and Evacuation 
throughout the province, and is also the Secreiary to (Government in the 
Revenue Department. It is therefore impossible to believe that permits 
were ever refusd to Mr. B. B. Sen to enter Midnapore and visit the affected 
areas. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I eiKpiire when the Militaiy look 
charge of these areas? 

The Mon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: As 1 said, in the 
• public interest, I am unable to discdose any information on this point. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I emiuire if aerojdanes could not 
be freely used for sending information to (’alcaiita and for sending relief to 
the affecied areas immediately? 

Ths Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Here again 1 
have to answer a hypothetical question; and in addition to the c-hara(‘ter of 
its hypothetical ity, I have to take shelter behind the bar of public interest 
and plead inability to answer this question. 

Raja Bahackir BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA, of Nashipur: The 

Hon’ble Minister has said something about the supply of foodstuff*; but he 
said nothing about the supply of clothing to the flood-stricken people. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Clothings were 
sent to the affected areas. I said in the statement that foodstuffs and other 
things necessary for the maintenance and upkeep of the people affected have 
been and are being sent. 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nashipur: May 

I know what arrangement has been made to give shelter to the homeless? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: It is very 
difficult to answer that question. As I indicated yesterday, the number of 
people affected is nearly 30 lakhs. The number of huts destroyed is in the 
neighbourhood of 7 lakhs. So, certainly very little could be done with 
regard to the question of sheltering the homeless. 

Begum HAMIDA MOMIN: What arrangements have been made for 
giving relief' to the women and children, particularly medical relief to the 
women and children who are suffering from the ravages of the flood? 

The HM’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: On the two 

nights of the cyclone and possibly one or two dayai thereafter, the Military 
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were ^rood enough to lend some of their doctors, especially in the case of 
expectant mothers. After the information reached Calcutta, doctors were 
sent up with medicines. Not only that: when the three Ministers went 
down to Midnapore, they took with them the Director of Public Health 
himself and medical relief was organised, not to the extent perhaps as Vould 
have been possible if more time would have been available. But certainly 
medical relief was sent — nurses were sent — medicines both for the purpose 
of giving relief to the patients and for the purpose prophylactic were sent. 

BogUfll HAM I DA MOMIN: Are these reliefs being continued? What 
arrangements have been made for the supply of drinking water? 

The Hon’hle Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Not only relief is 
being continued but attempt is being made to expand it; because, as I have 
said in the statement, water in the affected areas is polluted and so arrange- 
ments will have to be made for the purpose of supplying pure drinking water 
as soon as circumstances permit. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEMs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if (xovernment have satisfied themselves that by today relief in the 
shape of clothing, food, drinking w^ater, medical advice and other supplies 
reached every affected village of the district? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE; Speaking for 
myself, I may say frankly that I am not satisfied yet, because the task is so 
big. With regard to the second question asked by my honourable friend, 
namely, whether these articles have reached every single village, I feel 
doubtful. Even now I am told normal conditions with regard to free 
communication have not been established in certain portions of the affected 
areas. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the area that has not been supplied with necessary medical 
relief and the number of people who have not been lucky enough to get 
this relief? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I can very well 
understand my honourable friend’s anxiety, but I can assure my honourable 
friend that necessary relief has been given to most people. I have not got 
the details with me but if the honourable member desires to know detailed 
information, I shall be prepared to make another statement in regard to 
this matter. 

Khan Sahib ABIH. QUA8EM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if there has not been an outbreak of cholera in sopae of the 
affected areas and if the answer be in the aflirmative, what steps the Public 
Health Department of (Government have taken to combaf this fell disease? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I can quite see 
the difficulties visualised by my honourable friend, but the Chief Engineer 
told me that efforts will have to be made to expedite the repair works of 
these embankments. I suppose there are some restrictions which will have 
to be relaxed; and about the question of labourers, there will not be any 
difficulty, we shall get them in sufficient number. The repair of these 
embankments will be taken up as test work. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8s Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
^to state whether in order to meet the scarcity of drinking water any tube- 
wells have been sunk in the affected areas; if so, how many? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Is the llonourable 
member referring to Midnapore or 24-Parganas? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 am referring to the cyclone-affected 
areas both of Midnapore and 24-Parganas. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: My honourable 
friend must have seen in the newspapers that the c*yclone-affected areas are 
vast but there are certain areas where havo(‘ of the maximum intensity 
has been caused, and these areas, as 1 said, are confined, in the main, to 
two subdivisions in Midnapore and one in the 24-Parganas. So far as the 
one in the 24-Parganas is concerned, I sent for the Collector who came and 
saw me and has asked for tube-well materials in the first instance. The 
materials have been given and the necessary money sanctioned for the purpose. 
So far as the two subdivisions in Midnapore are concerned, I am not sure 
about the figure asked for by the local officer, but it was small in comparison 
with that taken for Diamond Harbour. But this is due to the fact, I am 
told by the Collector of Midnapore and by the Deputy Chief Engineer, that 
tube-wells cannot be sunk in certain coastal belts of the affected areas at 
Midnapore and therefore steps will have to be taken for “Reserve Tanks” 
in each village and efforts will also have to be made for the purpose of puri- 
water of the tanks. The Director of Public Health has suggested 
to have these tanks chlorinated and that suggestion is being carried out. 
But 1 can at once say that this is a long task and we will be doing our 
best to see that no lack of pure water is felt in these areas. 

Khan Bahaitur 8AIYED MUA2ZAMUDDIN .H08AIN: According to 
the statement, w’e find that orders have been issued on 24 Eanungoes to 
go and join. When did they join? 

The Hon’bla Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am afraid, I am 
not sure. I suppose they have joined. Some of them were in the area. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAIEAMUDDIN H08AIN: Could they not 
be sent up by 22nd when relief was sent out from here? Why delay was 
made, I do not understand? 
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The Hoii’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The Leader of 
the Opposition knows that the Kanungoes hare been rendering invaluable 
aervices to the Government. Some of them -quite a large number of them 
— are being employed in tlie llevenue Department for ]>ayment of com- 
pensation to evacuees. Others — quite a large number — have been requisi- 
tioned by the Department of Commerce and Labour for the purpose of 
exercising control and supervision over the question of food-supply in the 
province and we had very few Kanungoes left and even some of them had 
to be collected. They have now been employed. 


Mr. 8ACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: What is the amount sanc- 
tioned by Government for Midnapore and 24-rargimas respectively for 
* relief workP 


The Hon’hle Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: So far as these 
two districts are concerned, the figures are not before me; but 1 know agricul- 
tural loans to the extent of Es. 5 lakhs have been sanctioned and gratui- 
tous relief in cash to the extent of Es. 24.000 has been sanctioned. 
Besides this. Treasury Eules have been relaxed, so that the Collector has 
practically very gfeat powers in utilising the funds at the disposal of the 
Government. But 1 might allay the anxiety of my luinourable friend by 
saying that in this relief work whatever reasonable money will be 
required for giving these people a ]itth‘ (‘omfort, must come from the public 
Ex(‘hequer. In this matter the public its(df is raising fumls for the ])urpose 
of sup])lemeuting the funds of Governmeni and Government is quite 
pre])ared to go up to any reasonable figure for the purpose of giving relief. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Gratuitous relief of Hs. 24,000 is, in 
my opinion, inade((uate. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: It is tnje, but 
this amount is not the maximum amount nor is it the final amount. This 
sum was asked for by the Collector of Midnapore between two dates only, i.e., 
between the 20th October and 22nd October, 1942. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: lias the Collector of Midnapore asked 
for any further amount for gratuitous relief? 

The Hon’hle Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The Collector is 
at present in communication with the Eevenue Secretary who has been 
appointed, as I told the House yesterday, Additional Commissioner. I 
presume in consultation with the Collector he will put forward a demand 
and whatever the demand may be, that will certainly be sanctioned by 
Government without stint. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZIAMUDDIN H08AIN: Is the 

gratuitous reEef being given only after the pr^arartion of lists after 
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The Bengal Non>Agiicultural Tenancy Bill, 1940. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMU0IN HOSAIN: I beg to move 
that the Bengal* Non- Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1940, be referred to a 
Selecf Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, Minister in charge of 

the llevenue Department, 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(3) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 

(b) Mr. Moazzeniali Chowdhury, 

(6) Mr. Humayun Kabir, 

and with your permission I want to replace the name of liai Bahadur 
Manmatha Nath Bose by Itaja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan Sinha, of 
Nashipur, 

(7) Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan Sinha, of Nashipur, 

(8) Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

(9) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerji, 

(10) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, ancl 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 22nd December, 1942, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be four. 

Sir, this Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill was introduced by me long 
before the Government had appointed a committee to enquire into non- 
agricultural tenancy matters. That committee sat nearly two years back and 
its report was published more than a year ago; but as yet nothing has been 
done to introduce a Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill in the Legislature by 
the Government. A draft Bill was appended to the report, but in spite of 
that nothing was done during the last year nor any thing in the present 
year, in bringing before the House a Bill in accordance with the recom- 
mendations of that committee. If the Hon’ble Minister will be pleased to 
give us an assurance that that Bill will be placed before the House very 
soon, w'ithin a reasonable time, then I shall not press my motion at all. I 
think Government ought to introduce a Bill at an early date, because it is 
they who had got through an emergent Non-Agricultural Tenancy Act last 
year and the life of that Act had to be extended some time back by another 
year. But even now no such Bill is being introduced in the Legislature. 
One year’s extended term of the emergent Bill will be over after another 
three or four months and I do not see any prospect of any Bill being passed 
through thk Council within this time. Under these circumstances, unless 
I get an assurance from the Hon’ble Minister, I will move the motion and 
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then if the Hon’ble Minister gives that assurance, then I will withdraw it. 
For the present, I move my motion. In the Tenancy Bill provision has 
%een made for giving permanent rights to occupants of houses and shops in 
the cities, who are known as chandina raiyats. It has jjfeen provided in 
this Bill that they may not be ousted at the sweet will and pleasure gf the 
zemindars or their rent may not be enhanced at the sweet will of the land- 
lords. Provision has been made to give them protection against ejectment 
and rent enhancement. These provisions are very necessary for the protec- 
tion of the tenants. I hope, Sir, that my motion for referring this Bill to 
the Select Committee will be accepted by the House, because it is the general 
opinion of everybody that some sort of protection should be given to this 
class of tenants. Thi/j Bill has been circulated and as many as 18 societies 
and associations have supported this Bill and some Id objected* to it on 
various grounds; but the majority is in favour, of such a Bill being passed 
into law. 1 think the Chandirui Committee report is also in favour of some 
such provision. In view of this, I hope my motion for referring the Bill to 
a Select Committee will be accepted by the House. Of course, the Bill is 
not faultless and many changes may have to be made. AVe will have to look 
up the Chandina Committee report and we may have to make vsubstantial 
changes in the light of that report. So I think if this Bill is referred to a 
Select Committee, these changes may very well be made hhere in conformity 
with the recommendations of the Chandina Committee instead of waiting 
indefinitely for the Oovernment Bill wliicli is not being introduced for the 
last two years. 1, tlierefoi'e, (‘ommend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Non- 
Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, Minister in charge of 

the Kevenue Department, 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(3) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 

(5) Mr. Muazzemali Chowdhury, 

(6) Mr. Humayun Kabir, 

(7) Eaja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan Sinha, of Nashipur, 

(8) Mr. Dhirendra Lai Bafiia, 

(9) Mr. Naresh Hath Mookerji, 

(10) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 22nd December, 1942, and 
that the nuniber of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be four. 
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a beatific smile on the faoe of my honourable friend, Khan Sahib Abul 
Quasem. 1 find that smile again on his lips, when 1 make the same 
answer. 

Khan Bahmlur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINs Am *1 not 

entitled to a right of reply? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, you have got a right of reply. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: The Hon’ble 
Minister has referred to the fact that this Bill was introduced as Ibng ago as 
1938. I have already mentioned that it was introduced by me before the’ 
CJuiiidina Committee was appointed by Government. The last Government 
put it off by saying that the report of the Chandina Committee would have 
to be taken into consideration after the Government received its report and 
that Government was going to do all that they could for the protection of 
non-agricultural tenants in the meantime. So, there was no hurry for any 
legislation. Sir, it is more than a year that report was received. There is 
no justification for not yet taking it up. I think Government is already 
committed to the principle of protection of non-agricultural tenants. There 
are many ejectment suits which are still pending in courts and people are 
in great suspense. I think it is only meet and proper that the Government 
should expedite the matter. Mere saying “as soon as possible^ does not 
help anybody. People remain in great suspense when some new Act is 
going to be enacted as they do not know what will be the provisions of the 
Act. *So 1 think it is only proper that it should be hurried up and at the 
next session Government should introduce this Bill. The Bill has been 
circulated once before, and if the Hon’ble Minister again wants re-circula- 
tion, I cannot agree. But if a Government Bill is introduced, I shall 
withdraw my Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I can give one 
assurance, i.e., that it is true that the Ordinance in question will expire, 

I think, on the 31st March, 1943. If the comprehensive Government Bill 
is not brought forward within the period of Ordinance, the Ordinance will 
certainly not be allowed to lapse and it will be extended. 


Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: In these 
circumstances I do not press my motion. With the leave of the House I 
beg to withdraw my motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY (^RESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the House to allow 
Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain leave to withdraw his motion. 

The House signified its assent and the motion was withdrawn. 
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Mr« NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the Usurious Loans (Bengal 

Amendment) Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

• 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, Minister in charge of 

the Revenue Department, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(3) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

(4) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(5) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

(G) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(7) Mr. Humayun Kabir, 

(8) Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury, and 

(9) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within three months from the date 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a (luorum shall be three. 

Sir, this is a very simple Bill containing only two clauses. It seeks 
to give power to courts to adjust the (luestion of interest in certain (‘ases. 
Sir, the Usurious Loans Act was passed long ago and in its working certain 
defects have come out and in many cases court could not give effect to the 

intention of the Act owing to the defects. In that view, an amendment is 

necessary. It makes it compulsory for the court to give relief to the debtor, 
if the court has reason to believe that the transaction was substantially 
unfair. There is another aspect. Sir. This Bill was circulated for public 
opinion. About 25 opinions, mostly from District Judges, have been 
received and with the exception of four or five most of these distinguished 
Government officials have supported the provisions of my Bill. Let me quote 
the opinions of two or three District Judges. The District Judge of Noakhali 
is of the opinion that “the proposed amendment will certainly give wider 
powers to the courts in cutting down interest whenever they think the 
transaction in question to be unfair. The provisions of the Bill are free 
from any objection and are considered necessary^. The District Judge of 
Murshidabad says that “there should be no objection to the proposal. The 
purpose of the Bill is obvious. The proposed amendments are to act more 
favourably to the debtor and specially the agriculturist debtor than before**. 
Then, the District Judge of Rangpur says, “I have the honour to say that 
the provisions of the Bill which aim at granting wider powers to courts to 
give relief in desirable cases appear to me quite reasonable and I have 
nothing to say against it**, and so on and so forth. I find also that while 
some bodies have supported the Bill outright some people have done so with 
amendments. Sir, in this matter I do not stand alone. It has been said 
that Bengal always is to the fore; but in this matter I find that Bengal is 
lagging behind. The Punjab has already passed a similar Act and some 
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other provinces also have done the same. After the passing of the Bengal 
Money-lenders Act in 1939, it is necessary to have such an Act inasmuch as 
the provisions of that Act do not apply in all cases. 3ome cases have been 
excluded from the operation of that Act and therefore it is necessary that 
this amending Bill should be passed. With these words, I conjmend 
my Bill to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved: That the V.-~The 
Usurious Loans (Bengal Amentment) Bill 1940, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, Minister in charge of 

the Eevenue Department, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 

(3) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

(4) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(5) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

(6) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(7) Mr. Humayun Kabir, 

(8) Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury, and 

(9) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within three months from the date 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be three. ^ 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Nashipur: On a 

point of order, Sir. May we know if the Hon'ble Mr. Pramatha Nath 
Banerjee who is a member of the other House can preside over a Select 
Committee of this House? There has been a long discussion elsewhere over 
this matter and it has been decided that a non-member Minister cannot do 
so. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No question of presiding over a Select 
Committee arises in this connection: the motion before the House is about 
the names of members of the Select Committee. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Tes. An Hon’ble Minister though he is 
not a member of this House may serve as a member of a committee. But 
whether he can act as the chairman of a committee, that question is not 
before the House. 

Rida Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA. of Nashipur: Am 

I to understand that he will not be able to preside. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I do not think I have said anything 
dike. that. 
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TIm Hon*blo Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I beg to move that 
the XTsiirious Loans (Bengal Amendment) 1940, be circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting further opinion thereon by the 30th April, 1943. -- 

Mr> DEPUTY PRESIDENT* Amendment moved: that the Usurious 
Loans (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1940, be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting further opinion thereon by the 30th April, 1943. 

The Hon'hle Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE: Sir, I rise to 
support the motion of my honourable friend the Leader of the House that 
the Bill be re-circulated for the purpose of elicitinfi^ opinion thereon by tlie 
30th April, 1043. I will not refer to the question raised by the Ra.iii 
• Bahadur as to whether a Minister who is not a member of the House tan 
preside over the meeting- of the Select Committee or not. I am not ^^oing 
to answer that question. Under section 60 of the Government of India Act 
a Minister who is not a member of this House is entitled to speak and take 
part in the deliberations of the House or any committees of the House, but 
he has no right of vote. That is the position. So far as my friend^s Bill 
is concerned, it has gone through many vicissitudes of fortune in the 
matter of its stagnation. My honourable friend has suffered so many 
disappointments in the matter of this Bill that he might as well wait a 
little. The economic life of this province is not well. Jn fact, with regard 
to the other fiscal legislative matter passed by the Legislature in its wisdom, 
I received reports from persons competent to speak about this that sucli fiscal 
measures are having a sad effect upon the financial solvency of the province 
as a whole and that rural credit is drying up. That is a question which my 
honourtible friend as well as the Government of the day must take into 
consideration. In my honourable friend ^s Bill called the Usurious Loans 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1940, he has laid stress upon section 3 of the 
Bill and section 2 which purports to amend section 3 of the Usurious Loans 
Act of 1918. Those two sections have financial implications of extensive 
character and I will request m> honourable friend to withdraw the Bill for 
the time being notwithstanding my honourable friend’s optimism. War, 
cyclone, flood — they have created such an abnormal situation that I am in 
doubt whether any legislation of this kind should be referred to a Select 
Committee at this state of our economic life. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, in requesting me to withdraw my motion for 
referring it to a Select Committee, the Hon’ble Minister has advanced 
the argument that the economic situation of the country being very critical 
at present, if the Bill is enacted into law, it may aggravate the economic 
condition of the country. But I may say that if this Bill is passed, it will 
affect a very few cases. The Money-lenders Act is there and practically it 
will act on a very few cases. So, I think the amendment is necessary. So, 
if that Bengal Money-lenders Act is still on the Statute Book, with all 
respect to the Hon’hle Minister I submit that I fail to realise how the passing 
of this Bill will aggravate the economic condition of the people of Bengal. 
On the other hand, I find that it is necessary thaf the debtors should get 
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some relief, because they have been affected very much by the economic 
crisis. Therefore, Sir, I do not find any cogent reason for withdrawing my 
motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Do you want to withdraw your motion? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: No, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that the Usurious 
Loans (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1940, be re-circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting further opinion thereon by the 30th April, 1943. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1S40. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, before I move my motion I want your 
permission and the permission of the House to replace the name of liai 
Bahadur Manmatha Nath Bose in the Select Committee by Raja Bahadur 
Bhupendra Narayan Sinha, of Nashipur and the figure three in respect to 
the quorum be replaced by four. • 

(The House gave him the permission.) 

Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1940, 
be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, Minister in charge of the 

Public Health and Local Self-Government Department, 

(2) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(3) Mr. Kanai Lai Goswami, 

(4) Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan Sinha, of Nashipur, 

(5) Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain, 

(0) Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, 

(T) Mr. J. B. Boss, 

(8) Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury, 

(9) Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed, 

(10) Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within three months from the date 
of reference and that the number of members whose pres^ce shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

Khan SahU) ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, the time is up. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: We commenced, late today and that at 
your request. 
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Motion moved that the Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1940, be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of— 

(1) the Hon’ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, Minister in charge of the 

Public Health and Local Self-Government Department, 

(2) Mt. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(3) Mr. Kanai Lai Goswami, 

(4) Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan Sinha, of Nashipur, 

(5) Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzmuddin Hosain, 

(6) Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr. J. B. Ross, 

(8) Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury, 

(9) Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed, 

(10) Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within three months from the date 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENTS I would like to draw the attention of 
the House to Standing Order 10, It lays down that unless otherwise fixed 
by the House, “the quorum shall be one-third of the total number of members 
of the Select Committee”. I will just read Standing Order 10. It runs as 
follows-: — “In the case of a quorum of a Select Committee not being fixed by 
the Council, the number of members of a Select Committee whose presence 
shall be necessary for the purpose of forming a quorum, shall be one-third 
the total number of members of the Select Committee, or if the total number 
of members is not three or a multiple of three, then the number next higher 
than one-third of such number shall form a quorum.” 

I want to know what is the desire of the House. 

Ml*. MUR AHMED: May I change the word “3” by ^‘4” with the 
leave of the House? (Cries of ‘TTes, Tes^.) 

Mf« DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 could not follow you, Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. Do you want to move it as a short-notice amendment. In that case, 
I shall have to ascertain the views of the House for accepting a short- 
notice amendment. 

(The House signified its assent.) 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I move that in the la^ line of the motion, for the 
word "3” the word ‘‘4” be substituted. 
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The Hon’Me Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I rise on a 
point of order. Bepresentation of the different parties of the House, as I 
understand, has not been reflected from the position of the motion moved 
by my friend. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 fully appreciate the points raised by 
the Hon^ble Minister. But before I give my ruling on this point, I should 
like the Hon’ble Minister to consider if he is in a position to accept the 
principle underlying the motion. That is the main point for determina- 
tion.* If he can accept the main principle underlying this Bill, then and 
then only he should raise the question. Otherwise, it is useless to raise the 
point as to the constitution of the Committee. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am unable to 
accept the underlying principle. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I move that the Bill 
be re-circulated for the purpose of eliciting further opinion thereon by the 
31st March, 1943. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Muni- 
cipal (Amendment) Bill, 1940, be re-circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
further opinion thereon by the 3lst March, 1943. 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; I have to support 
the motion moved by my honourable friend, the Leader of the House. The 
motion involves many questions of principle and policy. The mover wants 
to introduce far-reaching changes in the present system of municipal 
administration of the province. He wishes to introduce adult franchise. 
He desires to abolish nomination. Many of these objects are objects of 
commendation. But these matters require very careful and detailed 
consideration in consultation with public opinion — not the public opinion 
which is usually invited by every member of the House. The question of 
comprehensive amendments to the Bengal Municipal Act, 1932, with a 
view to bringing it up-to-date with ideas of municipal self-government 
incorporated into it, is pending before Government, and in view of these* 
things may I request the honourable member to accept the motion for re- 
circulation of the Bill or in the alternative to withdraw the Bill? 


Mf. NUR AHMED: Sir, I of course admit that this Bill deals with 
two very vital questions — one is the question of nomination and the other 
of adult franchise. As regards nomination. Government has already 
accepted the principle in an amending Bill in this Very House, viz., in the 
Bill introduced by my learned friend Mr. Humayun Kabir. That Bill was 
referred to Select Committee on one point only, and that was the abolition 
of the system of nbmination in the district boards. If the honourable 
Minister will agree, I can give him an assurance that I shall not press the 
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ecanomic life of the Muslims of Bengal, namely, with expenditure 
on the occasions of their marriage. This Bill gives the Government power 
to make rules in consultation with Muslim members of the Legislature 
which will restrict expenditure on Muslim marriages. It is an admitted 
fact the Muslims as a community are very poor and at the same time^very 
extravagant in matters of marriage expenses. There are many instances 
where it will be found that poor Muslims have spent much more than they 
can afford. Even they mortgage their homestead and their all to meet the 
expenses of the marriage of their sons and daughters. So it is necessary 
that some sort of social legislation should be provided to put a restriction 
on such extravagance. It may be said that such sort of legislation very 
rarely proves effective and remains a dead letter. The provision of this 
Bill is that — ‘'When a Moslem girl is betrothed or married no person 
shall at the time of or after such betrothal or marriage incur any expendi- 
ture other than the expenditure .referred to in the list. This list shall 
contain particular items of expenditure to be incurred and the maximum 
amount of expenditure authorised thereunder and the occasions in which 
and the persons by whom such expenditure shall be made : provided 
that the aggragate amount of such expenditure shall not exceed (a) 
where the list is made by a panchayet or a sardar of the mahalla from the 
date of betrothal or of final settlement of marriage contraot until the expiry 
of two years from the date of marriage, rupees five hundred, for subsequent 
three years at the rate of rupees fifty per year; and (b) where the list is 
made by the Provincial Government may, after previous consultation with 
the Moslem members of the Bengal Legislature, fix such definite amount 
as a maximum sum up to which expenditure at a Moslem wedding in 
Bengal may be incurred and may prescribe necessary rules to regulate the 
same ; provided further that the Provincial Government may, after such 
consultation with the Moslem members, prescribe an uniform and general 
scale and standard of expenditure for any or all Moslem marriages in 
Bengal.^’ Then, Sir, there is a rule-making power as regards marriage 
and other things. This is not a new thing and a new innovation. The 
Republic of Turkey passed such legislation. They have legislated limit- 
ing the expenses of marriage and I have drawn my Bill practically on 
similar lines. Not only in Turkey but in China there is such a legislation 
and in the Indian States there is such legislation. Of course, I find that 
an amendment has been tabled for the circulation of my Bill as very few 
opinions have been received from the Moslem bodies. So, I am agreeable 
to accept the amendment standing in the name of the Hon*ble Leader of the 
House for re-circulating it for eliciting public opinion thereon. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENTS Motion moved that the^ Bengal Muslim 
Marriage Extravagant and Superfluous Expenditure Regulation Bill, 1940, 
be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, Minister in charge of 

the Judicial and I.«egislative Department, 

(2) Begum Hamida Momin, 
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(3) Shan Bahadur Saiyed Muaecamuddin Hosain, 

(4) Mr. J. B. Ross, 

(5) Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverty, 

(6i Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman, 

(8) Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury, 

(9) Rai Sahib Jatindra Mohan Sen, 

(10) Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, and 

(11) the mover, 

, with instructions to submit their report within three months from the date 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I beg to move that 
the Bill be re-circulated for the purpose of eliciting further opinion there- 
on by the 30th April, 1943. 

Mn DEPUTY* PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that the Bengal 
Muslim Marriage Extravagant and Superfluous Expenditure Regulation 
Bill, 1940, be re-circulated for the purpose of eliciting further opinion 
thereon by the 30th April, 1943. 


Tha Han’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I failed to 
understand whether my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed was accepting the 
circulation motion or not. 


Mr. NUR AHMED: Yes. 

The Hon’bie Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; Thank you very 
much. . 

Mf. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the 
Bengal Muslim Marriage Extravagant and Superfluous Expenditure Regula- 
tion Bill, 1940, be re-circulated for the purpose of eliciting further opinion 
thereon by the 30th April, 1943. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


The Court-fees (Bengal Anfendment) Bill, 1941. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, before I move this motion also I want your 
permission and the permission of the House to add the name of Raja Bahadur 
Bhupendra Narayan Sinha, of Nashipur after Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua 
and the figure three in respect to the quorum be replaced by four. 

(The House ^ve him the permission.) 
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The Bsngal Food Aduttorotioo (AMondMOiit) Bilif IBWi 

I move motion No. X. Sir, I beg to move that tbe Bengal Food 
Adulteration (Ammidment) Bill, 1&40, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) The Hon'ble Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, Minister in charge of the 

Public Health and Local Self-Government Department, 

(2) Mr. Kader Baksh, 

(3) Mr. Ranajit Pal Chowdhury, 

(4) Mr. J. B. Ross, 

(6) Rai Bahadur, Keshab Chandra Banerjee, 

(6) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(7) Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury, 

(8) Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed, 

(9) Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, 

(10) Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instruction to submit their report within four months from 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be three. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, 1 
make a request. The Hon’ble Mr. Basu is absent. Will he be good enough 
not to move the motion? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: The Hon’ble Minister, I find, is not present. 
If the House so desires, then I do not move. 

Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHAp of Nashipur: Sir, 
on a point of information. Can the Hon’ble Minister, who is not a member 
of this House, preside over the Select Committee? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: The Minister in charge is bound to be 
a member according to our rules, and any one moving for a Select Committee 
cannot but put his name. The presence of the Minister concerned is 
necessary. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I think Mr. Hur Ahmed does not want 
to move his motion. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Is there any objection to my moving this motion? 


the date 
shall be 

wish to 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: No there is no objection. 
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Mr. NUR AHMEDt Then I mOTe 

Hi6 HofiPMe Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, may I inter- 
vene at this stage and request that the honourable member may not kindly 
liiov^ this motion in view of the fact the Hon*ble Mr. Santosh Kumar 
Basu is not present in the Chamber being away in connection with the 
cyclone and flood situation in Diamond Harbour? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: All right, Sir. Under the circumstances, 1 do 
not move my motion. 

The Agriculturists Loans (Bengal Amendment) Billp 1d40. 

Mf. NUR AHMED: May I have the leave of the House in the first 
instance to add one more name to the Select Committee? I propose to add 
the name of Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. I would also risk the leave of the 
House to change the figure regarding the quorum of “3*^ to 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I think there is no objection. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Now I beg to move that the Agriculturists Loans 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1940, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) the Hon^ble Khan Bahadur Hashem Ali Khan, Minister in charge 

of the Co-oi)erative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain, 

(3) Khan Sahib Abul Quasem, 

(4) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(5) Mr. J. B. Ross, 

(6) Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan Sinha, of Nashipur, 

(7) Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury, 

(8) Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury, 

(9) Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman, 

(10) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within four months from the date 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

Sir, this also is a very simple Bill. Its object is to remove some defects 
which have come to light and stand in the way of granting proper relief 
to the agriculturists in time of need. It deals with the granting of loans 
to the agriculturists. 

My amendments are shortly these: In sub-section { 1 ) of section 4 of the 
Agriculturists Loans Act, 1884, I have proposed tj^at after the words “the 
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The Bengal Money-lenders (Amendment) Bill, 1942. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 beg to move ion leave to introduce the Bengal 
Moneyrienders (Amendment) Bill, 1942. 

Mr> DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
leave be granted to Mr. Nur Ahmed to introduce the Bengal Money-lenders 
(Amendment) Bill, 1942. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

The Bengal Indecent Advertisement Prevention Bill, 1942. 

. Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move for leave to introduce the Bengal 
Indecent Advertisement Prevention Bill, 1942. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
leave be granted to Mr. Nur Ahmed to introduce the Bengal Indecent 
Advertisement Prevention Bill, 1942. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

The Bengal Borstal Schools (Amendment) Bill, 1942. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move for leave to introduce the Bengal 
Borstal Schools (Amendment) Bill, 1942. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: TJie question before the House is that 
leave be granted to Mr. Nur Ahmed to introduce the Bengal Borstal School 
(Amendment) Bill, 1942. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

The Bengal Intoxicant Liquor Sale Regulation Bill, 1942. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move for leave to introduce the Bengal 
Intoxicant Liquor Sale Hegulation Bill, 1942. 
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Mri DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
leave be granted to Mr. Nur Ahmed to introduce the Bengal Intoxicant 
Liquor Sale Regulation Bill, 1942. 

(The m(»tion was agreed.) 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. Before I 
adjourn the House, will the Hon’ble Leader of the House please indicate 
till what date the House may be adjourned? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The House I think 
should be adjourned till Wednesday next, the 18th November. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 
2-15 p.m. on Wednesday, the 18th November, 1942. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Wevlnesday, the 18th 
November, 1942. 
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Members Absent. 

The following' members were absent from the meeting* held on the 13th 
November, 1942: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(3) Eai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(4) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(7) Mr. X. C. Datta. 

(8) Mrs. K. ]). Rozario. 

(9) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Muhamad Eemaii. 

(11) Mr. Kauai Lai (loswami. 

(12) Mr. Moliamed Ilossain. 

(13) Khan Bahadur Mohammad Asat Khan. 

(14) Maulana Mohammad Akram Khan. 

(15) Mr. W. B. (t. l/aidlaw. 

(16) Sir T, Lamb. 

(17) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(18) Mr. N. X. Mookerjee. 

(19) Dr. R. K. Mookerjee. 

(20) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(21) Mr. Ranajit Pal Chowdhuiy. 

(22) Khan Bahadur Muklcsur Rahamaii. 

(23) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(24) Mr. J. B. Ross. 

(25) Rai Bahadur Radhica Bhusan Roy. 


BGP-42i3-9321A-M 






BJ^QAL LEGISLATIVE OBUNaL DEBApf 


Second Session, 1042— No. 21. 


4 

The C|)rNCiL met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 18th November, 1942, at 2-15 p.m., being 
the tweqty-first day of the Second Session of 1942, pursuant to section 
62(2) (a) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Appointment of the Secretary to the iludioial Department. 

49. Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon'ble Minister in charg#*of 
the Home Department be jileased to state — 

(a) if there occurred recently a vacancy in the post of Secretary to fce 

Government of Bengal in the Judicial Department; 

(b) if the vacancy has been filled up, and if .so, the name of the officer 

Oppoinied ; 

(c) whether there are senior Indian officers qualified by length of service 

and record to fill up the vacancy ; and 

(d) if there is any racial discrimination in making appointments to such 

important and key positions? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (The Hon’ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) Yes. 

(h) to (d) Appointments to this post are made on grounds of merit alone. 
The vacancy which occurred recently has not been permanently filled, and 
Mr. Sharpe has been appointed to act in it, as stated in the notification 
published in the Calcutta Gaiette of the Ist October, 1942. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Am I to assume that in making 
temporary appointments. Government do not take merit into consideration. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs I do not think that is a ques- 
tion. It is an expression of opinion. 
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Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I shall tlien put it in a proper 
form. Will the Hon^le Minister be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment, in making temporary appointments, do not take merit into considera- 
tion P 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I regret I cannot answer 
assumptions. 


Imposition of collective fines. 

50. Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, Nashipur; 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department ):ie pleased 
to lay on the Table a statement showing — 

(а) the names of villages where collective fines have been imposed and 

the amount realised; 

(h) how many persons have been exempted in each village ; and 

(c) if any arrangement has been made to dispose of the ai)plication of 
a person or persons for exemption ; if so, how many such applica- 
tions have been filed, and how many of these have been disposed 
of, and with what result? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) I refer the honourable 
eiember to the following notifications : — 

(1) 350Def., dated the 8th September, 1942, 

(2) 19852P., dated the 17th September, 1942, 

(3) 19864P., dated the 17th September, 1942, 

(4) 19876P., dated the 19th September, 1942, 

(5) 19887P., dated the 19th September, 1942, 

(б) 19996P., dated the 26th September, 1942, 

(7) 2551P.S., dated the 30th September, 1942, 

(8) 20193P., dated the 8th October, 1942, 

(9) 20196P., dated the 8th October, 1942, 

(10) 20199P., dated the 8th October, 1942, 

(11) 20203P., dated the 8th October, 1942, 

(12) 20206P., dated the 8th October, 1942, 

(13) 20234P., dated the 9th October, 1942, 

(14) 20236P., dated the 9th October, 1942, 

(15) 20249P., dated the lOth October, 1942, 

(16) 20252P., dated the 10th October, 1942, 

(17) 20258P., dated the 13th October, 1942, 

(18) 20798P., dated the 16th October, 1942, 
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(19) 20816P., dated the 20th Ot^tober, 1942, 

(20) 20819P., dated the 2l8t October, 1942, 

(21) 20826P., dated the 22nd October, 1942, 

(22) 20843P., dated the 22nd OctoWr, 1942, 

(23) 20852P., dated the 23rd October, 1942, and 

(24) 20853P., dated the 23rd October, 1942, 

copies of which have been published in the Gazette. I have no details of 
the amolint of fine hitherto realised which will be made available to the 
honourable "^nember when received, if he will ask for them. 

(b) I have not yet got complete details. 

(c) Applications for exemption will be disposed of })y the local officers. 
I have no details of the numbers of applications filed and disposed of, and 
also the results of disposal. 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadurp of Nashipur; With 

reference to answer (c), may I know which of the local officers have been 
authorised to dispose of the applications for exemption? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr^ Ai Kt FAZLUL HUQS The District Magistrates hnje 
been authorised to dispose of the applications regarding exemption. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: May 1 enquire where theie 
notifications may be found; I mean the dates of the Gazette in which these 
notifications have been published? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: You want me to give the pages 
of the Calcutta Gazette? 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: No, the dates of the Calcutta 
Gazette in whicli these notifications were published. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 cannot say off-hand. I 

suppose the dates will be near about the publication of the Calcutta Gazette ^ 
i.e., Thursday. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that persons who have no complicity whatsoever 
with acts of lawlessness in certain local areas are being punished with 
imposition of collective fines? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Complaints to that effect have 
been received and they have been handed over to the District Magistrates 
concerned for enquiry. If it is found that they were not implicated, they 
will be relieved. 
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Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
certain big and influential zeminders who are traditionally loyal and are 
flupposed to be supporters of Government have been punished with imposi- 
tion of collective fines? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have heard of that case; the 
matter is being enquired into. 

tir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs May I know what time will be 
taken by the Government for this enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is very difficult to say. 
There are so many matters to look to. Besides, matters relati'ng to the 
cyclone relief work are taking up a good deal of time. But the matter would ’ 
he expedited and action will be taken as soon as the enquiry is completed. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: xVre not the 
Muslims, as a class, exempted because they are not taking any part in 
subversive activities ? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, that is so. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Is it to be assumed that all Hindus, 
irrespective of the fact whether they are actually guilty of acts of omission 
Jr commission, are supposed to be guilty and are being punished conse- 
quently ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I admit, Sir, in some cases the 
wording of some of the notifications has given rise to legitimate complaints 
by the Hindu community. Care is now being taken to show in the noti- 
fications themselves that it is not the intention of Government to penalise 
those who are proved to have taken no part in these disturbances. But 
initially when a fine is imposed, it has got to be imposed upon a number of 
inhabitants and they always include guilty and non-guilty. Non-guilty 
persons are given an opportunity of proving their innocence before the 
District Magistrates who have been given full power to release any one 
who is proved not to have taken part. 

Bir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: In that case, is it the policy of 
Government to assume that all Hindus are guilty and that it is for every 
Hindu to prove that he is not guilty? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I could not follow the question, 
Sir. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: From the principle that has just 
been enunciated by the Hon’ble Minister it follows that in the eyes of 
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Qovernment all Hindus are supposed to be guilty and so it is for the 
individual applicant or complainant to prove to the satisfaction of Oovern* 
ment that he is not guilty. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As a matter of fact, these tiues 
are not imposed except on the authority and report of the District 
Officer. If the report of the District Officer shows that a particular com- 
munity in a particular place as a whole has taken part, fine is imposed in 
that locality. It may be that that area consists of persons who may be 
innocent. In those cases enquiry is made. Government does not assume 
that all Hindus are j^uilty or that members of the other community are all 
. innocent. There may be innocent as well as guilty persons in every com- 
munity. Those who are supposed to be non-guilty, in their cases enquiries 
are made. The District Magistrate has been given full authority to look 
into all cases of complaints and to exempt those whose innocence is proved. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Are Government prepared to look 
into applications complaining against orders of some of the District Magis- 
trates because theje are (‘ertain cases where those District Magistrates havi^t 
not used the discretion vested in them under the Ordinance? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of any instance 
in which a District Magistrate has not got the jiow’er but if iny honourabTe 
friend w^ould let me have particulars of such cases, then 1 sliall be prepared 
to look into them. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am afraid the Lloirble the Chief 
Minister has misunderstood me. 

The HonHile Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Possibly. Will you kindly 

state your question again? 

Sirp BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: District Magistrates have certainly 
got such powers but there have been cases which I believe have been brought 
to the notice of the Government, in which the District Magistrates have 
refused to exercise those powers and jiersons have been punished in respect 
of whom there was no doubt that they were not guilty. Are Government 
prepared to look into such cases? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I take it that the complaint 
that my learned friend is now voicing is that although District Magistrates 
have in some cases reported that certain persons are innocent, still fines have 
been realised from them. I, of course, do not know of any such instance, 
but if my friend will please give me the instances, I will find out: at the 
same time I will make independent enquiries. 
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Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: One more question, Sir. In the 
districts of Midnapore and 24-Parganas where Government have been dis- 
tributing relief because of the havoc created by the recent cyclone, are the 
Government prepared to exempt the people from paying the collective fine, 
or whether they are going to be further punished by Government by the 
imposition of collective fine, because they are Hindus? 

The Hoti’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: These matters are being fully 
enquired into by the Additional Commissioner who is there and who is now 
making extensive tours; whatever his recommendations are will be accepted 
by Government. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am afraid these are not questions ' 
of fact but questions of policy. There is nothing to enquire into in these 
cases; because Government cannot deny that people in certain parts of the 
Midnapore and 24-Parganas districts liave suffered because of the cyclone, 
and that Government are distributing relief 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 am sorry I cannot allow the honourable 
member to carry on an argument in respect of a question. ^ 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Very well, Sir, I shall put the 
^ question in a different form. Is it not a fact that Government are distri- 
buting relief to the cyclone-affected areas in the districts of Midnapore and 
24-Parganas ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Then, in that case, are the Govern- 
ment prepared to exempt people to whom relief is being granted from paying 
the collective fine? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes. It is no use taking away 
with the left hand what we are giving with the right hand. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Thank you. 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: May 

I know if there is any provision for appeal against the orders of the District 
Magistrate to the higher authorities? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Under the Ordinance the power 
of exemption is given to the Provincial Government. The Provincial 
Government, of course, get their information from the District Magistrates 
whose recommendations are, as a rule, accepted; there is no question of 
appeal. 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister aware that in Chittacfoiig within the Mireswari thana there have 
been cases in which no exemption has been f^ranted to the Moslems? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ! T am not aware. If, however 
that is so, I shall have enquiries made. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: May I know to whom a man 
should go for redress, if he is dissatisfied with an order of the District 
Magistrate? As the Hon’ble Home Minister has said just now, will that 
person go to the Chief Minister or to any person s])ecially authorised on his 
behalf to^ look into the (omplaints made against the orders of ihe District 
. Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The petitions for exemption 
whether in the case of individuals or collectively are sent to (iovernment and 
they are sent to the District Magistrate concerned for report, because it is 
on the District Magistrate's report that the order for exemption is to be 
based. If there are cases in which persons are dissatisfied with the report 
of the District Magistrate, it is open to such persons to api)eal to the 
Government. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is it not a fact that the Ordinance for 
the collective fine has made no distinction between one community ahd 
another? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, the Ordinance makes no 
such distinction. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is it not the ordinary principle of law 
that a person is to be presumed to be innocent so long as his guilt is not 
proved ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I admit this is so. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Then, Sir, how does the onus of proving 
his innocence lie on one who is thought by the local officer to be guilty 
and thus becomes a victim of the collective fine? 

The Non’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As a matter of fact, the pro- 
position that the innocence of a person has got to be presumed, is acted 
upon within a court of law ; but outside that principle is not strictly followed 
in ordinary practice. Moreover, in a matter of this kind it is not easy in 
practice to find out who is guilty and who is not and so collective fine is 
imposed. If anybody is unjustly fined, it is up to him and the onus lies 
on him to prove his innocence. 
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TIm Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We do not recognise the 
police. We look to the Commissioner and the District Magistrate. The 
District Magistrate may take the help of the police. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I have received notice of a motion for 
adjournment from Mr. Niir Ahmed, which runs as follows: — 

“The Council do adjourn its business to discuss a lefinite matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, the policy of Government 
,of Bengal in ordering an enquiry into the working of the Dacca 
District Board with a view to its superscvssion by the Govern- 
ment on the application of some Opposition members of that 
board as reported in the Hindusthari Standard of the 16th 
November, 1942, and subsequent such ..rders in cases of 
Faridpur, Mymensingh and llajshahi District Boards.” 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Kir, may I 
point out that there are other adjournment motions pending and those may* 
be taken up first. * 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT. Which adjournment motions are you 
referring to ? 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 1 refer to the 
motion in respect of whicli you reserved your ruling jiending the arrival 
of the Hon’ble the Home Minister and . 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: They will be considered after my ruling 
is given. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 1 was simply 
bringing the fact to your notiie, so that those motions may not lapse by 
default. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENTS Mr. Nur Ahmed, do you want to move 
your motion? If so, you will have to satisfy the Chair as regards the 
urgency of the matter referred to in the motion. 

Mr. HUR AHMED: Sir, this is a matter of urgent public importance.. 
Government is serving notice upon . 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Order, order. Do you know what orders 
have been passed? 

Mr* NUR AHMED. The District Board has been asked to show 
cause . 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Generally, the Chair is 
reluctant to interrupt the ordinary business of the House except on a very 
special ground. So far as this motion is concerned, I find that the order has 
been passed by the Government in the usual course of their administration. 
So, I do not find any urgency in the matter. In that view of the matter, 
I disallow this motion. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; Sir, I promised to 
make a statement in reply to a certain motion which my honourable friend 
Mr. Nur Ahmed wanted to bring forward before this House. (Klian 
Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain: That is my motion.) I am 
sorry. I stand corrected. Well, Sir, that motion was with regard to the 
•dearth of small coins. Sir, the Central Government is the authority in 
all matters relating to currency, coinage and legal tenders, as will be found 
in item 5, of the Seventh Schedule to the Government of India Act, 1935, 
and the responsibility is entirely on the Central Government. All that is 
to be done by this Government is to forward all comments made by the 
honourable members and by the local Press to the Currency Officer of the 
Reserve Bank of India for such action as he may consider necessary. We 
have reported the matter to the Central Government saying that as the small 
‘Copper coins having gone out of drculation, great inconvenience is being 
felt by the general public of this province. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, may I 
know what about the statement which was to be made by the Hon’ble the 
Home Minister on his return from New Delhi? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That statement will be made tomorrow. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Sir, when will the Honble 
Leader of the House make the promised statement regarding alleged police 
excesses in the interior of the Balurghat subdivision? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; I am sorry, when the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister was present you did not mention it. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: There was no time to mention 
it then, because the Hon’ble Leader of the House was making the statement 
on another matter and we did not know that the Chief Minister would be 
going away in the midst of the debate. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Will the Leader of the House kindly 
‘enlighten the House about this? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The statement will 
be made tomorrow. I have asked for information from the office but due 
to the holidays intervening, it could not be placed before me. I hope to 
be able to make the statement tomorrow. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Hou.se will now 
resume further discussion of the Benjyal tltural) Primary Education 
(Amendment) Bill, 1942. 

The Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1942. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I to move that for sub*(‘lauses (7) and (2) 
of clause ‘j of the Bill, the followino* .siih-claiise he .suhstitiited, uainely : — 

“(7) To clause (h) the followino; further jiroviso shall he added, 
namely : — 

"Provided further that out of the members to be appointed by the 
Provincial (lovernment under clause ^//), one will be the 
representative of the Scheduled Castes.’ ” 

Sir, in the proposed amending Bill sub-clauses (7) and (?) say: 
‘"(7) in clause (h) after the word ‘two’ the word ‘and’ shall la* omitted; (?) 
after clause ih) the following (dause shall be inserted, namely: — 

(Ifh) In addition to the members referred to in clause ih), two members 
who shall belong? to the Scheduled (Pastes to be appointed by the 
Provincial (f overnment ; and”. 

Sir, l)y this amendment I ])ropose to omit these two clauses, and in their 
place substitute one proviso, namely, that out of the members to be appoint- 
ed by the Government, one will be the representative of the Schedule 
Castes. 

Sub-section (h) of section G of the Act runs as follows: — As many 
members as there are subdivisions in the district to be appointed 
by the Provincial Government. It appears that Government is very eufjer 
to provide representation tor the Scheduled Castes in the district school 
boards of Ben^ifal. My suf^prestion is that Government without makinp: any 
additions to the membership ot the nominated members can appoint one or 
two representatives of the Scheduled Castes. They have i^ot the power to 
appoint any man they like. My first ly^round is that in tlie school boards 
as constituted under section G, the number of elected and nominated 
members is about equal. From section G it appears that if a district school 
board is taken as constituted for a district consisting of three subdivisions, 
such a district school board will consist of the following Government 
ex-officio and nominated members: — (a) the District Magistrate, cx-offirio; 
(b) the Subdivisional Magistrate, ex-offino; if there are three subdivisions 
there will be three Subdivisional Officers as members; (r) the District Ins- 
pector of Schools ex-afficio: (/) members; (d) appointed by Government 
under (h) — three; that is to say, 8; (e) one teacher to be appointed by the 
Oovernment for the first term of four years, or in other words altogether 
9 members. Therefore, the number of Government officers and nominated 
members will be nine in a district school board. And wdiat will be the 
number of elected members? The Chairman of loc»l boards: if there are 
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aB many local boards in a district as there are subdivisions, that is to say, 
three, then in that case three ex-ofiicio elected members as Chairmen of 
local boards. Then come “the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of the district 
board This will probably be two; then it comes to five. Then come “as 
many members as there are subdivisions in the district under {ff\ If 
there are three subdivisions, then there will be three elected members to be 
elected by the district board. Tliis brings the total to 8. {g) “one member 
for each subdivision to be elected in the prescribed manner by the members 
of the union boards, union committees and by the members of the union 
boards, union committee and pnncJuujats within the subdivision”; thus if 
there are three subdivisions there will be three members. So the grand 
total comes to 11. Therefore there will be 11 elected members and 9 
ex-officio and appointed members. Tf two are added as is now contemplated 
then the number of ex-officio and appointed members will be eleven and the 
number of elected members will also be eleven, that is, the same. It is 
desirable that in the schools boards the number of elected representatives 
should be more than that of Government and appointed members. In all 
self-governing bodies such as a municipality the number of nominated 
members is one-fifth in the case of three municipalities and one-fourth in 
the case of other municipalities. In the case of divstrict boards one third 
of the members are appointed by the Government but the ’local Self-Govern- 
ment Act was enacted long long ago in the year 1982 but we are now in the 
year 1942 and still Government is going to irnnease the number of nominated 
members, which I humbly submit is not desirable from any point of view 
or for the good of any self-governing body. Now is the time to increase 
the people’s resimnsibility ; but we are going backward. We are holding 
back the hand of progress. We are re(‘eding instead of progressing. We 
want people’s representatives to be equal to the appointed members. 
There may be one objection saying that I am reducing the representation of 
the Scheduled Castes from two to one. In reply to that I may say that 
Government can appoint more than one if they feel it necessary to increase 
the number. But my proposition is that there should invariably be one 
Scheduled (^aste representative. In that view of the matter, I have shown 
that there is no necessity for increasing the number to be appointed by 
Government. Government can do so without increasing the number of 
appointed members. Government have power and they can do so. With 
these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that for sub-clauses 
(7) and {2) of clause 8 of the Bill, the following sub-clause be substituted, 
namely : — 

“(7) To clause {h) the following further proviso shall be added, 
namely : — 

‘Provided further that out of the members to be appointed by the 
Provincial Government under clause (h), one will be the 
representative of the Scheduled Castes.* 
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The HonWe Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, the result of 
the selection of members by the district school boards in the past as regards 
the Scheduled Castes representatives has been a dismal one in most districts. 
Government after giving their best consideration to the circumstances has 
decided the provision as embodied in tlie Bill with a view to maintain the 
equilibrium. So, I find myself unable to accept the amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before tbe House L> that 
for sub-clauses (h and (2) of clause d of the Bill, the following sub-clause 
be substituted, namely: — 

“(I) To clause ih) th€ following further proviso shall be added, 

, namely : — 

‘Provided further that out of the members to be appointed by the 
Provincial Government under clause ih), one will be the 
representative of the Scheduled Castes.’ 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that in clause of the Bill, sub- 
clauses (1) and (2) be omitted. 

Sir, sub-clause (2) runs as follows “after clause {h) the following shall 
be inserted, namely: — '{hh) In addition to the members referred to in clause 
(//), two members who shall belong to the Scheduled Castes to be apiK)inted 
by the Provincial Government and’ I refer to clause (h) of section 6. 
In that clause it is said that Government cun nominate as many members 
as there are subdivisions. I want to show that without increasing the 
number of nominations, (joveriiineiit can inuninate two Scheduled Caste 
representatives. With these words, I formally move my amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause 3 
of the Bill, sub-clause (2) be omitted. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, 1 oppose this 
amendment, because the provisions in this clause have been inserted after 
general agreement among all the parties. There is no reason why we should 
depart from that agreement. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in 
clause 3 of the Bill, sub-clauses (1) and (2) be omitted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause 3 of the Bill, 
for the proposed sub-clause (hh), the following be substituted, namely: — 

*\hh) in addition to the members referred to in clause (h) two members 
who shall belong to Scheduled Castes to be elected in the 
prescribed manner by the members of the district board; and’* 
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Sir, Oovernment propose by {hh) that ‘‘in addition to the members 
referred to in clause (/t), two members who shall belong to the Scheduled 
Castes to be appointed by the Provincial Government’’. 

I only want that in i)la(*e of being appointed by the Provincial Govern- 
ment, two Scheduled Caste members should be elected by the members of 
the district board. If we look to seidion 6 of the Bengal Primary Education 
Act, we find that clause (/) of section G says “as many members as there are 
subdivisions in the district to be elected in the prescribed manner by the 
members of the district board”. 1 have proposed that these Scheduled Caste 
representatives should be elected. I have already indicated that if the 
present Government jiroposal is accepted, the number of elected members 
and the number of nominated members will be equal. That is not desirable 
from any point of view. Sir, in all the primary school boards of other 
provinces we find that the number of nominated members are less than 
elected members. For instance, in the Punjab out of 16 members, 12 are 
elected. In Madras and other provinces we find that the number of elected 
members are two-thirds or three fourths of the total strength. I propose, 
therefore, that the Scheduled Caste representative should be elected 
by the district board. Moreover, when the district boards have been able to 
elect 3 persons, there is no reason why they will not be able to elect 5. 
And they will be in a better position to elect suitable'- persons than the 
Government who may find it very difficult to ])ick up the right sort of men 
for appointment. 

Sir, from a distance they cannot know who are the right type of men. 
But the representatives of the people as^iembled together can know this. 
They know the nook and corner of the district and they can find out the 
best men. In this view- of the matter, may I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister 
to accept this very reasonable amendment moved by me? 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that in sub-clause {2) of 
clause 3 of the Bill, for the proposed clause {hh), the following be siibstituted, 
namely: — 

“(/<h) in addition to the members referred to in clause (h), two members 
who shall belong to the Scheduled Castes interested in education 
shall be co-opted by the members of the district school board in 
their first meeting in the prescribed manner; and” 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I rise to 
support the motion and in doing so I have to say that the amendment just 
moved by my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed meets the argument which. is urged 
by the Hon'ble Minister for Education as to why the Scheduled Castes 
should have two additional seats. Sir, in this amendment Scheduled Castes 
are given their full additional representation. The only difference is that, 
the representation should be given on election basis, and not by nomination. 
Sir, we all know that our friends opposite — at least a large number of 
them — have always fought against nomination. I hope they will welcome 
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this amendment which, instead of nomination, provides for election, since* 
the representation sought to be given to the Scheduled Castes is given in 
full. With these words, I hope that my friends opposite will not object 
to this amendment. 


I have one more word to add. My friend, the Leader of the House, was 
perhaps so long under the impression that there would not be any change, 
not even a word, so that tlie Bill might not have to go back to the l^ower 
House. With that obje(*t in view, probably many of the very reasonable 
amendments have been opposed; but now that his zid has been broken by 
his acceptance of one amendment at least, I think he will no longer insist 
on opposing motions only because they come from the Opposition. 1 hope, 
Sir, lie will welcome tliis amendment and accept it, and my friends opposite 
will not oppose. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8s l^est our silence should be misconstrued, 
I want to make it clear that we are not in favour of nomination ; we are 
really in favour of election. But that does not mean that this particular 
motion which has been moved by my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed should be 
accepted by us. I am of opinion that inemberH of the district Iniards, consti- 
tuted as they are* at present, do not reflect the opinion of the Scheduled 
Caste community. If the motion of my friend had suggested that these 
two representatives of the Scheduled Castes are to be elected by the Scheduled 
Castes themselves, the proposition would have been diflerent. But the 
proposition, as now ])ut forward, is not, to my mind, satisfactory at all. 
For, 1 am of (»pinion, that district boards as they are constituterl will show, 
on proper scrutiny, that they do not reflect the ojiinion of the Scheduled 
Castes. In that view of the matter, I should think the interest of the 
Scheduled Castes will be safer in the hands of the Government. AVith these 
words, I oppose the amendments. 


The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I oppose the 
amendment, on two grounds. Firstly, the Scheduled Castes themselves are 
opposed to this amendment. So far as the Government is concerned, their 
opinion is based mainly on administrative grounds, because of difficulties 
that would have to be encountered if we want to give effect to this 
amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; The question before the House is: that 
in sub-clause {^) of clause 3 of the Bill, for the proposed clause (hh) the 
following be substituted, namely: — 

“(M) in addition to the members referred to in clause (h) two members 
who shall belong to Scheduled Castes to be elected in the 
prescribed manner by the members of the district board; and*'. 


(The amendment was negatived.) 
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Mr. AHMED: I beg to move that in sub-clause {2) of clause 3 
of the Bill, for the proposed clause (hh), the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

'\hh) in addition to the members referred to in clause {h), two members 
who shall belong to the Scheduled Castes interested in edwcation 
shall be co-opted by the members of the district school board in 
their first meeting in the prescribed manner; and’\ 

Sir, there are three principles on which a j)erson is made a member of 
n district school board. He is either nominated or elected or co-opted. I 
have tried the method of election but that has failed. Therefore, I have 
tried the next alternative, namely, the method of co-option. But I hope 
my friends on the other side will see that this does not indicate my preference 
for the principle of co-option or of nomination. I have been forced to take 
resort to this method in the present instance. Sir, in these days when every- 
body is crying for a greater and greater share in the administration and 
nationalisation of the public services, I feel that the House should agree to my 
amendment. For, here I have given the Government an opportunity of 
accepting the principle of co-option thereby enabling them to show that they 
are not a reactionary party Government and that they can accept the principle 
of co-option which is certainly much better than nomination. My friend 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das has said just now that he did not want the district 
boards to elect two Scheduled Caste members to the district school boards 
because, the district boards are not representative of the Scheduled Castes. 
Sir, with all respect to him, I may say that I have been surprised to hear 
this sort of statement from an eminent lawyer like Mr. Das. Surely, Sir, 
the district boards do represent all classes of the inhabitants in the district 
and there is provision there for the representation of the minorities also. So 
far as I remember, there is no restriction in law for a member of a Scheduled 
'Caste community contesting a district board election. Perhaps Mr. Das 
now finds it convenient to profess such views. Most probably, he does not 
believe in the principle of election in the case of the Scheduled Castes and 
he, therefore, opposes my amendment to have representatives of the Scheduled 
‘Castes co-opted by the other members of a district board in their first meeting 
in the manner prescribed. Government will have the power of framing rules 
under the rule-making powers in such manner as they think fit. There will 
be two sets of people who will form the district school board — one set 
nominated, and the other set elected. As I have said, the number of 
nominated members is already almost equal to that 6f the elected members. 
So, Government may very well co-opt members of the Scheduled Castes 
instead of nominating them. From that point of view, they can have no 
‘objection to accept the principle underlying this amendment. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause 
{2) of clause 3 of the Bill, for the proposed clause {hh), the following be 
substituted, namely : — 

^^{hh) in addition to the members referred to in clause {h), two members 
who shall belong to the Scheduled Castes ir,terested in education 
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shall be co-opted by the members of the district -MliilSf^^ard i|[ 
their first meeting in the prescribed manner; and”. 

Tlw Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, for the reasons 
already’ stated in conneetion with the oivoption of members to the Central 
Committee, I am sorry I eaniiot u(‘cept this amendment. 

Mfa DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in 
sub-clause {'2) of clause '1 of the Bill, for the proposed clause (hh), the 
following* be substituted, namely: — 

'\hh) in addition to the members referred to in clause {h), two members 
who shall belong* to the Scheduled Castes interested in education 
shall be co-opted by the members of the district school board in 
their first meeting* in the prescribed manner; and’\ 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I beg to move 
that in sul>clause (^) of clause d of the Bill, in the proposed clause {hh), 
tor the words “appointed by the Provincial (Tovernment” appearing in 
line'i d and 4, the words “elected by Scheduled Caste membms of this 
Provincial Legislature” be substituted. 

Sir, tills is an amendment in respect of which my honourable friend 
Mr. Das will not be able to find anything to take excejdion. Here, 1 have 
sought to provide for two representatives of the Sidieduled Castes coming in 
not by nomination but througli election by the Scheduled Chiste community 
themselves. My friends opposite often profess that they are against nomina- 
tion. Here T want to >ee wdiat leply they give to this amendment of 
mine. I know, of course, that one who is determined to go against a parti- 
cular thing, can always find a plea against it, as the Persian saying g:oe8: — 

Jjy fj o^J which means, “A bad man can alw’ays find excuses”. 

It will be for the House and the people outside to judge whether the 
excuses are reasonable or unreasonable. Everybody knows that in this 
tw’entieth century nomination cannot at all be tolerated in any ])iiblic 
institution. But here in this Bill we are not only retaining tlic nomination 
which exists in the Act, but we are increasing the number of nomination. 
It is a dangerous policy. By this addition to the nuinher of nominated 
members we are going to create a situation in wlii(‘b the nominated and 
e.T-nfficio members will be able to carry through anything they want. It 
is a dangerous policy for a public institution. It would be us well to set 
up a wholesale nominated body to deal with primary education in this 
province instead of giving it the show of an elected body. I hope my 
friends opposite will at least be able to see their way to accept this amend- 
ment. I have suggested that the Scheduled Caste representatives should 
be elected by their own people and I think they will not raise any objection 
to it. My friend, the Leader of the House, will also, I hope, accept this 
very reasonable amendment and will not force me to call for a division. 

67 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Ameudment moved; that in sub-clause 
(ft) of clause 3 of the Bill, in the proposed clause (hh)y for the words 
‘^appointed by the Provincial Government' ’ appearing in lines f3 and 4, the 
words '^elected by Scheduled Caste members of this Provincial J/egislature" 
be substituted. 


Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I rise to support the motion — a very reasonable 
amendment — moved by the licader of the Opposition. I think Mr. La lit 
Chandra Das has been caught in a trap by this amendment. He will now 
find it very difficult to come out consistently witli liis professed views on 
the question of nomination vis-a-vu election. In connection with another 
amendment he said that the district boards do not reflect the opinion of the 
Scheduled Castes. May I ask what he will say now? Will he nop’ say that 
the representatives of the Scheduled Castes in the Bengal Legislature do not 
reflect the opinion of the Scheduled Castes in Bengal? 1 think there will 
be no difficulty for the Scheduled Caste members of the Bengal Ijegislature 
to elect two of their representatives to the district school boards. Because, 
they know all the persons of their own community, and so they will be the 
best persons to elect two members to the boards. So from that point of 
view, there can be no objection and I hope this amendment will be accepted 
by the House. 

The Hoti’IHe Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, 1 am sorry I 
cannot accept this amendment. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
in sub- clause {2) of clause 3 of the Bill, in the proposed clause (hh)y for the 
words ‘"appointed by the Provincial Government" appearing in lines 3 and 
4, the words “elected by Scheduled Caste members of this Provincial 
Legislature" be substituted. 

The question being put, a division was challenged with the following 
result : — 


Ahmad, Mr. Masbatiuddln. 
Ahmad, Mr. Nur. 

Axil, Khan Sahib Abdul. 


Barua, Mr. D. L. 

Chowdhury, Mr. Khorthad Alam. 

Cohan, Mr. D. J. 

Das, Mr. Ualit Chandra. 

D'Rozarlo, iMrs. K. 

Qotwami, Mr. K. L. 

Kabir, Mr. Humayun. 

Karim, Tht Hon'bla Khan Bahadur M, 
Abdul. 


AYES— a. 

Hosain, Khan Bahadur Saiyod Muazzam* 
uddin. 

Mollah, Khan Sahib Subidali. 

Momln, Bagum Hamida. 

NOES— 16. 

Laidiaw, Mr. W. B. G. 

Lamb, Sir T. 

Maitra, Ral Bahadur B. M. 

Nimmo, Mr. T. B. 

Ray, Mr. N. N. 

Ross, Mr. <1. B. 

San, Rai Sahib 4 , M. 

Jan, Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh 
Muhammad. 

The House has divided. 
Therefore, the amend- 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. 
For the amendment 6; against the amendment 16< 
ment is negatived. 
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Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that io dub-clatise (.^) of clause 3 of 
the Bill, in the proposed clause (hh), for iue words “by the Provincial 
Government^’ in line 4» the words “by members of the district l>oard” 
be substituted. 

Sir, sub-clause C^) of clause 3 runs thus : after clause {h) the following 
clause shall be inserted, namely: — 

“(A/i) in addition to the members referred to in clause {h) two members 
who shall belong to the Scheduled Castes to be appointed by the 
Provincial Government.** 

Sir, in tliis amendment I want to omit the words “to be ap])ointed by the 
lV)vinci^l Government*’ and to substitute in tlieir jdace the words “by the 
members of the district board”. 1 accept the other poitions of the Govern- 
ment’s draft but 1 only want the members to be elected by the district 
boards. So, the purpose of the Government Avill be eqaally servetl if they 
accept my amendment. For, they will still be able to j)rovide for the 
representation of the Sclieduled Castes. There will, therefore, be no harm 
if the district boards are given the power of electing these members. 

Mr. DEPUTY. PRESIDENT: 1 am veiy’ sorry to interrupt the honour- 
able member. But before he proceeds further, will he* kindly explain what 
is the difference between amendment No. 49 and tin* one which he has 
just moved? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: The tw’o amendments are j)ractical]y the same, 
but there is this difference, that whereas in amendment No. 49 there is that 
restriction contained in the expression “in the ))res<ribed manner*', here 
there is no such thing. So, I formally move my amendment. In the 
former amendment the election has to be conducted in accordance with 
rules prescribed by the Government; but here the district board will elect 
the members without being hampered by such rules. With these words, 
I commend my amendment to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; Don’t you admit Mr. Nur Ahmed that 
both the amendments are identical? 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Not exactly 
identical, Sir, as has been already explained by Mr. Niir Ahmed. Tn the 
^ase of amendment No. 49 Government will frame certain rules in accordance 
with which the elections are to be held ; while according to the present 
amendment, if carried, the district board members will be free to elect the 
members, and not subject to any rules that may be framed by Government. 
So this amendment is wider. That is the difference, Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That is hardly a difference of any 
substance ; however, if you insist on moving it, I don’t want to stand* in 
tlie way. 
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Mft DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: ‘*that in sub*clause 
i^) of clause H of the Bill, in the proposed clause (hh)^ for the words ‘‘by the 
Provincial Government” in line 4, the words “by the members of the 
district lM>ard” be substituted. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I oppose the 
amendment. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 beg to move that paragraph (a) of sub-clause (/?) 
of clause of the Bill be omitted. 

Sir, paragraph (a) of clause runs thus: “(-1) in clause (/), \a) aftei* 
the words ‘teachers of primary schools’ the words ‘possessing the prescribed 
qualifications’ shall be added; and.” The clause (/) of the original Act 
stands thus : (/) one teacher of a primary school to be appointed by the 
Provincial Government for the first term of four years referred to in sub- 
section (ii) of section 10 and thereafter to be elected in the prescribed maimer 
by the teacliers of primary sclmols. From this clause (/) of section G it 
appears that Government has already taken power to i>rescribe rules, and 
according to these rules appointment shall be made by eaiih of the primary 
schools. Government want that after the words “teachers of primary 
schools” the words “piKSsessing the prescribed (]ualifications” shall be added. 
But I think that to be a teacher of a primar\ school is sufficient (pialification. 
Government want to restrict it by the addition of these words. T think this 
is not at all necessary, because this section as it stands is quite clear. In 
this amendment Government do not propose to omit the words “prescribed 
manner”. For all these reasons, 1 have suggested the omission of this 
sub-clause. J do not see why the provision should be made cumbrous bv the 
a<ldition of these words wlien the section as it stands is clear enough. F 
appeal to the members of the House to ac(‘ept this simple amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that paragraph (a) 
of sub-clause (•!) of clause 3 of the Bill be omitted. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I have only a 
few woi'ds io say in suppmt of the Bill. Tliis is an age when we are lower- 
ing the franchise and making larger and larger provision for elected 
members; but Government here wants to narrow down the elective element. 
By the addition of paragraph («), Government wants to restrict the propor- 
tion of election, which F think is a rea(‘tionary proposal and cannot be 
supported. With these words, I support the amendment moved by mv 
friend Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I oppose the 
amendment. Because teachers are already eligible according to the rules 
prescribed by Government, the contention of my honourable friend, the 
mover of the amendment, is that no further change is necessary. Sir, 
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the teacher may include a hona fide or a bogus teacher or a teacher of every 
possible description. ]^ot only that, to enable him to excercise the ])owcr 
of vote it may be necessary, as provided wider other rules, that he must be 
a teacher of certain duration and age; and all these ([ualifications have to 
be pyes(‘ribed by rules to enable the proper ])erson to be appointed. It is 
only tor this reason that (jovernment added the words “possessing the 
prescribed qualification”. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House i< that 
paragraph (o) of sub-clause (.'il of clause ‘1 of the Jfili be omitted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

« 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 beg to move that in sub-clause (*‘i) (h) of clause 
d of the Bill, for the ])ro])osed proviso the ftdlowing be substituted, namely : — 

Provided that every homi fide teatdier of any juimary scluiol shall be 
eligible lor election under tliis cdause”. 

Sir, the proviso id the amending Bill runs as folh^ws: — “Ib'ovided that 
no person shall be eligible for eh‘etion under this clause who is not entitled 
to vote at such el^^ction.” 

My ])ro])osal is that every bomi fide teacher of any jirimary school shall 
be eligible foi* election under this idause. It may so happen that .some 
hojia fide teaidiers may not be in the list prepared by (government. And 
so he wdll not be eligible for election. If the (lovernment iirovision is 
added, it will exclude some teachers from exeri'ising the valuable right of 
standing for election. In many districts school b(»ards have already been 
established. 1 do not think there has been any difficulty in the election of 
members from among the teachers. J have used the word ''hona fide^^ 
])urposely. I do not want that at the time of election anybody will come 
and become a teacher. If my amendment is accejited, such bogus tearchers 
will be automatically excluded. These school boards exercise coirtml over 
the schools established in rural areas and these boards will be in a [position 
to reject nomination of any teacher who is not a hona fide teacher. I da 
not think that there can be any objection to accepting my amendment. 

With these words, 1 commend my amendment to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved : that in suli-clau.se 
{•3){h) of clause -] of the Bill, for the proposed proviso the following be 
substituted, namely; — 

“Provided that every hona fide teacher of any primary school shall be 
eligible for election under this clause.” 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir. I rise to 
support the amendment. I think that this is a very good amendment which 
also meets the wishes of the Hon’ble the Leader of the House. By using ^ 
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the word "'bona jide'^ my honourable friend, the mover of the amendment, 
has shut out all boffus teachers from being elected, wliicli is the fear of the 
Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Bill. So, I hope this amendment will 
be ac(;epted by the House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I oppose the amendment. It 
practically nullifies the spirit of the decesion already arrived at by the 
House. The House has already agreed to retain the phrase “possessing the 
prescribed (lualiheations’'. Now, if this amendment is accepted, namely, 
that, “every boiui fide teacdier of any primary school shall be eligible for 
election under this clause”, I think iliat will go against the very substance 
of the jnovision of clause 2 which has been passed. In order to make a 
primary school teacher eligible for election to the district school lloards, it 
has been ruled that he must possess certain qualifications which will be 
prescribed by rules of the Government. These qualifications may relate to 
his educational qualification, to his age or to his experience. But if this 
motion is acc^epted, namely, that “every bona fide teacher of any ])rimarv' 
school shall be eligible for election under this (dause”, that will run (*ounter 
to the proj)osition that the primary scdiool teacher must ])ossess the prescribed 
qualifications. 

With these few' w'ords, I oppose the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I oppose the 
amendment. My lionourable friend Khun Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
says that since there is the w'ord “hon// fide"' teacher in this amendment, so 
there should he no objection. But that is not the case. There may be 
large number of teachers (»f comparatively younger of age, lo, Ifj or 17 
years. Government will not he wise to allow such ])eoj)le to go in for elec- 
tion. In that case, age-((ualification must he necesvsary. Similarly, there 
may he other qualifications which should he insisted on before allowing a 
man to go iti for election. So, 1 opj>ose the motion,^ 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Before 1 j»ut the i[ueslion, 1 w'ould like 
to request the honourable sponsor of the Bill to enlighten the House by 
referring to the relevant se(‘tion as to whether the (lualification of a voter 
has been defined. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: These have to be 
defined by the rules to be made. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is': that in 
sub-clause of clause of the Bill, for the proposed proviso the follow- 

ing be substituted, namely: — 

^‘Provided that every bona fide teacher of any primary school shall be 
eligible for election under this (dause.’’ 

(The amendment waj negatived.) 
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Mr. NUR AHMED: vSir, I beg to move that sub-clause (3){h) of clause 
<3 of the Bill be omitted. 

Sir, you raised an important question. There is no provision in the Act 
to prescribe the qualifications of the voter. My submission is that there is 
no ned'essity of this proviso and it ought to be omitted. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that sub-clause 
(3) (h) of (laiise 3 of tlie Bill be omitted. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir. I object to the 

amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
sub-clause (3) (b) of clause 3 of the Bill be omitted. 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
clause 3 stand part ot the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clnitsc 4. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 4 of the Bill, 
for the proj)o.sed st*ction (lA, the following he substituled, namely: — 

**GA. In any district in which local hoards do not exist or shall be 
al)olished hereafter, clause id) of section G shall he deemed to 
have no operation, and in clause (//) of that section for the word.s 
‘one member’ the words ‘two members’ and in tlie proviso to the 
said clause for the woi*d ‘tw^o’ the word ‘four’ shall be deemed 
to have been substituted.” 

Sir, in this amendment I j)’'opose to substitute idau.se GA to lu* added to 
section G of the Act by clause 4 of the amending Bill. Clause 4 of the Bill 
runs as follows: — After section G of the .said Act the following section shall 
be inserted, namely: — 

“6A. In any district in which local boards do not exist, clause (d) of 
section G shall be deemed to be omitted, and inclause (<ry) of that 
section for the words ‘one member’ the words ‘two members^ and 
and in the proviso to the said clause for the word ‘tw^o’ the w’ord 
‘three’ shall be deemed to be substituted.” 

The difference between the proposed amendment in the amending Bill 
and my proposed amendment is, firstly, this: that I propo.se that after the 
words “In any district in w^hich local boards do not exist” the words “or 
shall be aboli.shed hereafter” shall be inserted. Secondly, I want to omit 
the words “shall be deemed to be omitted” and replace them by the w^ords 
“shall be deemed to have no operation”. Thirdly, in the i»roviso I ask 
that for the word “three”, the word “four” be in*^rted. That is a very 
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logical (roncluHion. As regards tLe first part ol my amendment, I want 
to add tlie words “or shall be abolished hereafter”. I admit, Sir, that I am 
very deficient in English, but as the section stands, it appears that it does 
not cover the case of those local boards which may be abolished hereafter. 
1 have searched for precedents in the General Clauses Act; but, Sir I have 
not found anywhere that the present means the future. It appears that as 
this clause has been framed, it excludes those local boards which will be 
abolished afterwards. If that is so, then there is every necessity for putting 
in this amendment. I want to substitute for the w’ords “deemed to be 
omitted”, the words “shall be deemed to have no operation”, for I think that 
will be better drafting. Then, I want to substitute for the word “three” the 
word “four”, which is a logical coiise(|uencc of Ihe whole of my amendment. 
Sub-sections (d) and (/y) as in tlie Act read ilius: (d) The Chairman of local 
boards, ; and (//) one mejuber for ea(‘h subdivision to be elected 

in the juescribed manner by the members of the unir)n boards, union com- 
mittees and panrhnifots within the subdivision; provided tliat the number 
shall in no case be less than two. Government say in tlieir Bill that in a 
case where local boards do not exist the number of members will be increased 
from one to two, and had provided in the original Act provided that that 
the number shall in no case less than two. But if one is increased to two, 
then in that case as a logical corollary two should be •incieased to four. 
Tliat I think is quite natural. There is another more cogent reason and 
it is that this proposed sub-section does not cover the case of the future 
abolition of local boards. Government’s intention by the addition of this 
sub-section 6A is that there are many districts in which local boards have 
been abolished and the clause relating to iw-offieio members and Chairmen 
of local boards as e.r~officio members will not arise in those cases. So 
Government’s difficulty is only in case of those districts where local boards 
still exist. So to meet that difficulty Government want that in those districts 
where local boards do not exist, sub-clause (r/) wdll not apply. Now the 
question is — if that is the intention of Government, whether the iiroposed 
sub-clause GA wu’ll serve their purpose. Section GA only provides for those 
districts w^here lo(!al boards do not exist. If local boards exist now and if 
one, two, three or six of them are abolished hereafter, what will be the 
effect? How is it possible to cover the cases of these local boards. In 
my humble opinion this section w’ill not be w’orkable in dealing w’ith sucli 
cases. It would therefore be better if Government acce])t my amendment. 
It is an important thing: the whole intention is to provide for election of 
members in ])lace of lo(‘.al board Chairman. If this section becomes inopera- 
tive, then the principle of election Avill be less and in consequence the board 
wdll suffer. With these w’ords I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause 4 of the 
Bill, for the proposed section 6A, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“6A. In any district in which local boards do not exist or shall be 
abolished hej^eafter, clause (d) of section 6 shall be deemed to have 
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no operation, and in clause ig) that section for the words *one 
member’ the words ‘two members’ and in the ])roviao to the said 
clause for the word ‘two’ the word ‘four’ shall be deemed to have 
been substituied.” 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, 1 rise to 
support the amendment. Ortaiiily the drafting* of the amendment moved 
by my friend Mr. Nur Alimed is much better and it is decidedly an imj)rove- 
ment over tlie Bill clause. There will be diifi(‘ulty with those district boards 
of which l(M‘al boards will be abolished in future. There is no provision in 
the Bill in respect of them. Tlie wording;, as inserted by tin* (iovei‘nment» 
will not cover the cases ot such district boards. At the same time, the word- 
ing “shall be deemed to be omitted’’ is not very hapi>y. The expression 
“shall be deemed to have no operation” is far better. It is decidedly an 
improvement and I ho])e this amendment will be accepted by the House. 

The only change is “four” in jdace of “two”. The number of meml)er8 in 

the education boards will be very small, especially in districts where there 
is no subdivision. 1 think in view of these <d>servations, the HonTde 
Minister will accept this amendment. 

Mr. LALIT SHANDRA DA8: Sir, I oppose this amendment. The 
difference between this amendment and what has been put in section 4 of 
the Bill is just like the difference between a tweedledum and tweedledee. In 
the proposed section of the Bill, the wording is “In any district in which local 
boards do not exist, clause id) of section C shall be deemed to be omitted”. 
The wording of my friend’s amendment is “In any district in which local 

boards do not exist or shall be abolished hereafter, clause {d) of section 0 

shall be deemed to have no operation’’. It is only a paraphrase of what Ik 
in the Bill itself. These wordings are m»t necessary. The woids “shall be 
deemed to have no operation” is absolutely necessary. Moreover, practically 
there is no difference between the wording of the amendment and the word- 
ing of the Bill. The Bill ])roceeds “in clause (//) of that se(‘tioii for the 

words ‘one member’ the words ‘two members’ ” So there is no- 

difference. Then, Sir, we find that there is a provision in the Bill, namely, 
“in the proviso to the said clause for the w’ord ‘tw'o’, the wujrd ‘three’ shall 
be deemed to he substituted’’. Now, the only difference is that the word 
used in the Bill is “three" while the word used in the amendment is “four”. 
But if the word “three” is taken, it will mean that the number shall in no 
case be less than three. I am reading, Sir, from the original section of the 
Act. If the clause of the Bill is passed, it would read as “that the number 
shall in no case be less than three”. But if this amendment is accepted, 
it will mean the number as not less than four. The bill-clause, if carried, 
would mean four, five, six; in fact, any number above three. So, the word 
“four” is absolutely unnecessary. 

The Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, in my opinion the 

proposed substitution does not make either better reading or better sense ► 
Therefore, I cannot accept it. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
in clause 4 of the Bill, for the proposed section 6A, the following be 
substituted, namely: — 

“6A. In any district in which local boards do not exist or shall be 
abolished hereafter, clause (d) of section G shall be deemed to 
have no operation, and in clause (y) of that section for the words 
‘one member’ the words ‘two members’ and in the proviso to the 
said clause for the Avord ‘two’ the word ‘four’ shall be deemed to 
have been substituted.” 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is; that 
clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Claiise 0. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 5 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that in clause o of the Bill, in 
the proposed section 7A, the following be added at the end, namely: — 

“and thereu])on a new member shall be appointed or elected in tlie 
manner provided in se(‘tion 12 (the figure G is a misprint for 
12) and shall hold office so long as the member whose place he 
fills would have been entitled to hold office if such vacancy had 
not occurred.” 

Sir, clause o of the Bill runs as follows: — 

5. After section 7 of the said Act the following section shall be inserted, 
namely : — 

“7A. A teacher of a primary school, who is appointed or elected as a 
member of the board, shall cease to be a member of the board with 
effect from the date on which he ceases to be a teacher of a primary 
school.” 

Sir, a teacher will be nominated or elected, only so long as he continues 
to be a teacher. In the meantime, if he ceases to be a teacher, he will 
cease to be a member of the district school board. But there should have 
been another clause as regards the election of another member in place of 
the teacher who ceases to be a teacher and ceases also to be a member. I do 
not find such a provision in the amending Bill. Thus, a new clause should 
be added to section 6. That clause says, “a teacher of a primary school, who 
is appointed or elected as a member of the board, shall cease to be a member 
of the board with effect from the date on which he ceases to be a teacher 
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of a primary school”. But there is no provision to elect another member 
in his place. Only one teacher has been ^iven representation and in case 
of removal of the teaidier no provision has been made in the Bill for 
representation of a teacher member on the board. So this hicun<t should 
be renq^oved. Reference should also be mkde to section 12, which provides 
for casual vacancy. That section runs as follows: — 

‘‘When the place of an appointed or elected member of the hoard 
becomes vacant by his removal, resijfnation or death, a new 
member shall be appointed or elected in the manner piovided 
in section 6, and shall hohl office so long as the member w'hose 
place he fills would have been entitled to hold office if such 
„ vacancy had not occurred.” 

It will be seen that this section 12 providcN for filling up of vacancy 
if a member is removed by (1-overniueiit and in other contingencies. Se<‘- 
tion 11 says: The Provincial Government may, by notification, remove a 
President, Vice-President, or member of the board if he — 

(a) refuses to act or becomes incapable of acting as a member of the 

board ; 

(b) is declareth insolvent; 

(c) has been or is convicted of any such oifeuce or has been or is sub- 

jected by a criminal court to any sindi order as in the opinion 
of the Provincial Goveinment implies a defect of character uliich 
unfits him to become or to continue to be a PresidenI, N^ice- 
President or member of the Board : or 

(d) without excuse sufficient in the opinion of the J^rovinciaJ Govern- 

ment is absent without the consent of the board from more than 
six consecutive meetings of the board. 

Here, there is no ])rovisioii for filling up of a vacancy if a teacher ceases 
to be a member. Clauses (</), {h), (c) and (d) deal with the circumstances 
under which the member will cease hi^ membership. But there i^ nothing 
here in this section 11 to suggest why he will be removed. Sir, niy amend- 
ment says, “and thereupon a new member shall, be apiminted or eletded 
in the manner provided in section b, and shall hold office so long as the 
member whose place he fills would have been entitled to ludd office if sucli 
vacancy had not occurred.^’ 

Therefore, unless my amendment is accepted, this Inruna remains, and 
I hope thf Hon'ble Leader of the House will accept this amendment. With 
these words, I recommend my motion for the acc(‘i)tance of the House. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT; On a reference to the original notice of 
your amendment, I find that there is no printing mistake in re.s]>ect of the 
figure, as you seem to think. However, I am prepared to accept this altera- 
tion of the figure “12’' from “6” as a short-notice amendment. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that in clause 5 
of the Bill, in the proposed section 7A, the following be added at the end, 
namely : — 

“and thereupon a new member shall be apiiointed or elected in the 
manner jn-ovided in section 12 and shall hold ofiice so tong as 
the member whose place he fills would have bium entitled t(» hold 
office if such vacancy had not occurred.” 


Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, T rise to 
support the amendment. My honourable friend, a shrewd lawyer as he is, 
has detected this lacuna very intelligently and I think this lacuna is a serious 
one and leciuires to be filled up. Unless this lacuna be filled uj),, there will 
be difficulty about filling up the vacancy of a teacher’s representative on# 
the distri(‘t school board. We have to remember that the primary school 
teachers are sending only one representative on the distri(‘t .school board 
and if that one post remains unfilled, then it will he a great injusti(‘e done 
to the primary scluad teachers of the district. So, I think that in all 
fairness to them the (Toverninent ought to accept the amendment. This is 
not a controversial p(»int ; this is absolutely an improvement on the Bill. 
So, I hope the J^eader ot the House will be pleased to accept the amendment 
with a good grace. AVith tliese words, I support the anTendmenf. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 rise to oppose the amendment. 
I think my friends of tlie Opposition are not very careful readers of the 
clauses ill the Bill before them. In clause o of the Bill it is stated that 
'*after section 7 of tlie said Act, the following section sliall be inserted, 
namely : — 

‘7A. A teacher ot a primary school who is appointed or elected as a 
member of the Board shall cease to be a member of the board 
witli eifect from the date on wliich he ceases to be a teacher ot a 
primary scliool’”. 

This is a very reasonable jirojiosal tt) wliich no exception (‘oiild he taken 
by the Opposition. But to this they have added a rider and that rider is to 
the eifect that, “thereupon a new member shall be aiipointed or elected in 
the manner provided in section 12 and sliall iiold ofiice so long as the 
member whose ])lace he fills would have been entitled to hold office if such 
vacancy had not occurred”. Th is reveals an anxiety on the part of the 
members ot the Ojipositiou to see that the va<*ancy is really filled up and 
filled up (juickly. But my friends of the Opposition liave not cared to look 
at clause 7 of the Bill, In clause 7, it is clearly stated that “in section 12 
of the said Act after the words ‘becomes vacant’, the words, figure and letter 
‘under section 7A' shall be inserted”. vSo that, whenever a vacancy occurs, 
section 12 will come into o]>eration automatically. And section 12 of the 
Act runs thus; “AA^hen the place of an appointed or elected member of 
the board becomes vacant, by his removal, resignation or death, a new 
member shall be appointed or elected in the manner provided in section 6 



m2.T 


PRIMARY EDUCATION BILL. 


605 


aud sliall hold office as long as the meniher whose place he fills would have 
heen entitled to hold office if such vacancy had not occurred’’. Sir, the 
wording there is clear, namely, "‘elected member of fhe board becomes 
vacant by his removal, resignation or death’’. In order that there may not 
be any controversy in respect of this question, (lovernment has been very 
careful in suggesting after this clause, the addition of this section 7A. So 
that if these words are added, it will clearly mean that section V2 will have 
application as soon as there is a vacancy (‘aused in place of a primary 
school sitting as a member of the board. I, therefore, oppose this amend- 
ment. 

The Ht>n’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Section 7 A says 
‘ “A teacher of a primary scdiool, who is appointed or elected as a member of 
the board shall cease to be a member of the lamrd from the date on which he 
<*eases to be a teacher of a primary school’’. Whenever tliere is any vacancy 
created, whether of appointed or elected member under the ordinary rule 
and law, that vacancy lia^ to be filled uj) by the rules made by (ioverniiient. 
Under section 00, the Local Government make rules lor carrying on the 
purposes of the Act and for the filling up of any vacancy in the committee 
whether temporar>i or otherwise. Therefore it cannot be said that it is a 
lacuna. If a vacancy occurs, that vacancy has to be filled up in the way 
, ])rescril)ed by the (lovernment. Besides that, as my honourable friend. 
Mj-. Da.s lias said, as a matter of fact, if reference is made to section 12, there 
is no room for confusion or doubt. I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
in clause ') of the Bill, in the proposed section 7A, the following be added 
at the end, namely: — 

“and thereupon a new member shall he appointed or elected in the 
manner ])rovided in section 12, and shall hold office so long as 
the member whose place he fills would liave been entitled to hold 
office if such vacancy had not occurred.” 

(The amendnuoit was negatived.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The (jnestion before the House is: that 
clause 5 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clause 6, 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Tlause fi stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: T beg to move that for clause 0 of the Bill, the 
following be substituted, namely: — 

“6. In sub-section (I) of section 8 of the said Act the words *and 
approved by the Provincial Government ’•shall be omitted”. 
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Sir, section 0 of the Bill runs as follows: — “To sub-section (1) of section 
8 of the said Act the following proviso shall be added, namely: — 

Trovided that a President elected by a board may, after his election, 

perform the duties of his office while the question of such 

approval is pending^^’ 

In my amendment I want to substitute in place of the proposed clause 
(), an altogether new draft as 1 want that the words “and approved by the 
Provincial Government’ be omitted. My object is that as soon as the 
Chairman would be elected, he should have the power to function w’ithout 

any further certificate from any other body. This power is, therefore, not 

necessary. In ihe case of a municipality, as soon as a Chairman^is elected, 
he can perforin his duties and there is no ])rovision for the approval of his, 
election. Here, the Chairman will be elected by a body composed of the 
elected rejiresentatives as well as those nominated by Government. Out of 
the members of the board, one shall be elected as the Chairman. But, Sir, 
why he should be treated as a <‘hild and Government should further examine 
his election? Instances, unfortunately, have oc(‘urred in which Government 
had not approved of the election of the Chairman and wrongly exercised its 
power of veto. AVry recently, one instance happened in Mymensingh. 
There, the district school board ap])ointed or rather elected one gentleman, 
Mr. Giasuddin Ahmad, m.l.a., to be its Chairman, but his election was not 
approved by Government, apparently because lie ]ia])])ens to be a prominent 
member of the Muslim League. This Government, with all respect to the 
Hon’ble the Leader of the House, is exercising its power with an eye to 
some party. Instances have occurred where the election of a Chairman has 
not been ajijiroved by Government if the jierson happens not to be its persona 
()rata or happens to belong to the opposite camp. So, I think that this 
clause 0 is unnecessary and should be omitted. 

W ith these few words, I propose my amendment for the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, the time is up. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that for clause 6 
of the Bill, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“0. In sub-section {1) of section 8 of the said Act the words *and 
approved by the Provincial Government’ shall be omitted.” 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I beg to 
support tliis motion. Hitherto taking approval of Government in the matter 
of election of the (’luiirman of district boards and miinici]>alities was a mere 
formality, but now we find that (Tovernment interfere even in matters of 
approval. So, this clause relating to apjiroval of Government should be 
done away witli and it should not remain in the Act as it stands. Govern- 
ment has made provision in the Bill that while the (juestion of such approval 
is pending, the elected riiairman will continue to perform his duties of 
his office. That i?^, I think, not at all necessary. Just as in the case of 
the members of the Legislature, no approval of Government is necessary 
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after his election, I think similarly the Chairman ouj^ht to be allowed to 
perform the duties of liis office as soon as he is ele(*ted by board. The 
Chairman of a municipality functions as soon as he is elected without the 
approval of Government. It is a very good proposal and it should be 
accepted by the Hon ’hie Minister in charge of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M» ABOUL KARIM s For obvious reasons, 
I cannot accept the suggestion to delete the provision, “and approved by the 
Provincial Government". 1 cannot let this occasion pass without adverting 
to certain remarks made by my honourable friend, Mr. Nur Ahmed, who 
referred to the election of the Chairman (»f the district board of Mymen- 
singh. He imputes motives to Government. He savs that I, as the 
Minister in charge, disapproved the appointment as Chairman of a member 
because he belongs to the other party. That is a downright lie, — if that 
statement is not unparliamentary, — it is absolutely untrue. It is a 
malicious statement. As a matter of fact, I found the whole election was 
illegal and I was sui)i)orted by the Advo»*ate-General in this matter. In 
spite of that, my friend makes a suggestion against tb * Government to the 
effect that the election ot the Chairman of that district board was not 
accepted at my instance because that gentleman happened to belong to the 
other party. 

Mr. OEPUTV PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
for clause (I of the Bill the f(dlowing be substituted, namely: — 

“(i. In sub-section (7) of section 8 of the said Act, the words ‘and 
approved by the Provincial GovernnienC shall be omitted.’* 

The question being put, a division was challenged with the following 
result : — 


Ahmad, Mr, MtslNihuddln. 
Ahmad, Mr. Nur. 

Aziz, Khan Sahib Abdui. 


AYES— 5. 

Hotain, Khan Bahadur Saiyad Muazzam* 
uddin. 

Molia, Khan Sahib Subidaii. 


NOES— 16. 


Barua, Mr. D. L. 

Choudhury, Mr. Moazzamali. 

Chowdhury, Mr. Khorthed Alam. 
Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur RazzaquI 
Haidar. 

Daa, Mr. Lalit Chandra. 

D’Rozario, Mrs. K. 

Karim, Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. 
Abdul. 


Maitra, Rai Bahadur B. M. 

Raahid, Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur. 
Ray, Rai Sahib J. N. 

Ray, Mr. N. N. 

Roy, Mr. A. 0. 

Sanyal, Mr. S. N. 

San, Rai Sahib <1. M. 

Sinha, Ra|a Bahadur B. N. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. 
For the jiinendinents — o; against the amendment — lo. Therefore, the 
amendment is negatived. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House now stands adjourned till 
2-10 i».m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Thursday, the 19th 
November, 1942. 



m MEKBSl^ ABSENT. [ 18th ^ov., im.] 

Mambars Absant. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 18th 
November, 1 942 : — 

(1) Khun Bahadur Xaziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Altai Ali. 

(•]) Mj. Kader Ifaksli. 

(4) Ilai Bahadur K. C. Banerjee. 

(d) Mr. S. {\ ('liakrnverly. 

((i) Mr. Huinayun Ressa riiowdhury. 

(7) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(8) Mr. N. ('. Datta. 

(9) Mr. K. K. Datta. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Muhammad Esmail. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Khan. 

(12) Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(i:i) Mr. 4, MeFarlaiic. 

(14) Dr. R. K. Mookerjee. 

(10) Mr. R. Pal Ohow’dhury. 

(IG) Khan Baliadur Muklesur Rahaman. 

(17) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(18) Rai Bahadur Radliica Bliusini Bos. 

(19) Mr. K. (h Roy Chowdhury. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


Soctfid Smskm, 1fi2-— No, 22. 


The CotmciL met in the Legislative Chamber of the T^egislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 19th November, 194lL^ at ‘^-15 p.m. 
being the twenty-second day of the Second Session of i94iJ, pursuant to 
section 62(>w)(//) of the (lovernnieiit of India Act, 19d5. * 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Audi l Hamij) Chowduuky) was 
in the Chair. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. There is only one question on the 
printed list circulated today and it relates to the department of the Hon’ble 
Nawab Bahadur of Dacca. Some time ago I received a letter from him 
requesting the Chair’s ])ermiKsion to some other Hon’ble Minister to answer 
the questions relating to his department. But 1 do not know what is the 
present j)osition. Will <he Hon’ble Innider of the House enlighttui me on 
this point? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM. This cpiestion may 
be passed over, as I am noi prepared to give a suitable re]>ly today if 
there are supplementary (juestions. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM. Sir, we notice that the Hon'bie Ministers 
do not pay any attention to the business of this House, (juestions given 
notice of by the members after being admitted are duly forwarded to the 
administrative departments concerned, but the Hon’ble Ministers are cons- 
picuous by their absenct*. This is vslighting the TIousi* and we would recjuest 
you to intervene in the matter. Then Sir, T wish to bring to your notice the 
fact that this session is jibout to be prorogued and yet thesi* questions are 
being postponed from day to day. There is no certainty that they will be 
taken up this session. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 understand he is very ill 
and cannot come to the Council. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Then, Sir, another Hon’ble Minister 
may reply for the Nawab Bahadur. The files are there. After all, it is 
the department that supplies the answers and therefore any other Hon’ble 
Minister can be entrusted with the task of replying the question, and we also 
may not have to wait till his recovery for these answers. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENTS I also received a letter from the Hon'bie 
Nawab Bahadur to the same effect. 

58 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, may we 
know whether the Hon’ble tlie Leader of the House will answer these 
questions next day? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM. I shall ansvfer all 
the questions standinff in the name of the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur on 
Monday next. 

Khan 8ahib ABUL QUA8EM: Thank you, Sir. 


Statement by Hon’ble the Home Minister regarding Kisboregari] police- 

nrinjg incident. 

The Hon ble Mr« Ae Ke FAZLUL HUQs Sir, on the last occasion when 
this matter came up before the House I promised to make a statement as 
rep^ards the facts which have been ascertained by enquiries through the 
District Magistrate and the local officials and also from statements made 
by the leaders of various communifies regarding the Kishoreganj tragedy. 
Now, Sir, the facts about which there is no dispute are bliefly these: 

There is a mosque called “the Furana thana mosque’’ situated about 45 
ards to the north of a public thoroughtare in tlie town of Kishoreganj. 
The mosque is a newly-built one and, as a matter of fact, the construction 
has not yet been complete. Last year, an application was made by a 
gentleman named Jlabu Kshitish (.liandra Durman, a Deputy Magistrate, 
posted at Malda whose home is at Kishoreganj and who visits his home 
during the Puja hididays, asking for permission to take a procession w’ith 
music by the road near the mosque. Permission was given on condition 
that this jirocession would jiass by Ihe moscjiie riutside prayer hours. To 
this even, the Muslims objected and it appears that tliere was a settlement 
between Mr. Burman and some of his relatives on one side and the' leaders of 
the Muslim community on the other according to which Mr. Burrnan and 
his friends undertook not to have music by the side of the mosque at anv 
time wdiether it was prayer time or outside prayer time. 

This is, Sir, the case of the Muslim community. I have seen the 
document; it is not explicit and T need not take upon myself to give to the 
House my interpretation of the case at the present moment, because as I 
have submitted, the matter is .suh jutlirc and the question of an opinion or 
of evidence is beyond the scope of the statement that I am going to make. 

T will make only a statement of facts and no comments. This year 
Mr. Barman again applied on the Ibth October, 194L\ for an immersion 
procession to be taken on the 19th October along the route by the side of 
the mosque. In this petition he maintained that the mosque was a new 
one. that the road existed from long before and that processions used to pass 
by this road in previous years. And he added,— there is a significant 
sentence in his petitiqj wherein he says, ‘‘The Purano Thana mosque is 
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a recent one whereas the question of taking procession with music along 
the road proposed is age-old. Even lekst year 1 took a procession with music 
outside prayer hours."' Here is an admission that last year Mr. Barman 
took out a procession outside prayer hour^. Now, Sir, enquiry shows that 
last y)&ar in conseciueucc of what Mr. Barman did, the Muslim community 
took him to task and he had to aptdogise, saying he would not do so again. 
If these two facts are put together it comes to this; Mr. Barman’s admis- 
sion that he took his* procession outside prayer hour; he had t<» apologise for 
that, which means that the Muslim (‘ommunity’s version seems to he 
correct, namely, there is to be no music even if it is taken out outside 
prayer hours. 

On the Ihtli October on the report of the Siib-lnsj)ector of Police the 
Subdi visional Oliicer gave (U’ders that procession would be i)ermitted to ])ass 
by the mosque without music. This was communicated to Kshitish Balm 
on the very day. On the Ibth October Kshitish Balm sent a long re})ly, 
requesting that music should be allowed along the route but outside prayer 
hours when it passed by the side ol the mosque. On that day Muslim 
leaders saw the Subdivisional Ofticer at 14 hours and told the Subdivisional 
Officer about prayer hours. They referred to the last year’s intddcuit and 
to the alleged undertaking gnveii by Kshitish Babu on that o(‘(!asion. The 
Muslim leaders were asked to see the Subdivisional Offi(‘er again. They 
filed a petition saying that immersion processions and other processions 
always stopj)ed music before the mos(|ue out of respect. They then 
referred t<i the last year’s incident when procession had been taken before 
the imisque even outside prayer hours and to the fact that Kshitish Babu 
had to express his regret to the Muslims in tlie j)resence of the then Subdivi- 
sional Officer Mr, Sen and Subdivisional Police Officer Mr. Sadullah. The 
Subdivisional Officer heard Kshitish Babu also and passed orders, allowing 
the procession with music but outside the prayer hours. On the 19th October, 
conversations went on between the Subdivisional Officer and leaders of 
both the communities from S a.m. to 3 p.m. Muslim leaders produited some 
papers purporting to show that last year Kshitish Babu was never allowed 
to take out pro<*ession with music even outside prayer hours. In considera- 
tion of all facts and circumstances, the Subdivisional Officer passed a 
revised older to the effect that the procession must not pass the mosque 
w^ith music at any time. On the 19th October Mr. Monomohan Das, 
President of the local Hindu Mahasabha, sent a telegram to the Distriert 
Magistrate protesting against the Subdivisional Officer’s order. The 
Magistrate reports that he consulted the Superintendent of Police who 
held (1) .that the objection of the Mu.slim community appears to be 
unreasonable, (2) that there was sufficient police force present at Kishore- 
ganj to e8(!ort the procession and maintain order, and (if) he was of opinion 
that the procession should be allowed to pass by the mosque with music., 
but outside prayer hours. The Magistrate then sent a telegram immediately 
to the Subdivisional Offii^er directing that the procession should be allowed 
to pass with music but outside prayer hours. Mr. Monomohan Das was 
informed by the District Magistrate of his decision On the 19th October 
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at 7-28 hours the District Magistrate received a telegram from the Subdivi- 
sioual Ofi^cer to the eh'ect that the Muslims had produced some document 
saying that no procession was to pass the mosque with music and asked 
for further instructions to be sent immediately. At 17-32 hours the District 
Magistrate sent another telegram to llie Subdi visional Officer confirmhig his 
previous order and asking him to report full compliance with his previous 
order without any further reference or question. At 19-55 hours the 
District Magistrate received a telegram from Maulvi* Md. Israil, m.l.a., 
and Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah, m.l.a., to the following effect: “Your wire 
regarding the immersion procession with music before the Purnana Thana 
mosque. Kindly reconsider your decision in view of the previous settle- 
ment in the matter.” The Magistrate says tliat he thought that the immer- 
sion ceremony must have been long over and so he did not take any action 
on the telegram. The next mcuning the District Magistrate received a 
telegram from the Subdi visional Officer at 7-30 hours giving an account of 
this unfortunate incident, namely, that two persons had been killed in 
consequence of the firing that had taken place, and 14 wounded. The 
Superintendent of Police informed the Distri(‘t Magistrate that he had 
received three wires from the Subdi visional Offic^er, Kishoreganj. The first 
was a telegram received at 5 hours on the IDth October stating that 
communal trouble was apprehended, if the i)rocession was allow'ed to pass. 
The second telegram was received at 22-35 hours saying that loss of life 
was apprehended if juocession was io pass and asking for instructions by 
w’ire. The third telegram was ret^eived on tin* 20th October at 03-25 hours 
stating that firing had taken place and that Iwo persons were killed and 14 
persons wounded. As regards the firing, the District Magistrate made the 
following remarks: ‘‘The unlawful assembly had stood between the mosque 
and the road wdiere the police were. So the direction of the firing was 
towards the niosquc> — the distance between tlie mosque and the party being 
about 45 yards. The constables were ordered to aim low and to avoid firing 
over the head of the crowd.” 

These are the facts that I could ascertain ftoni the reports and the 
statements made by the leaders of the difterent parlies. I had been to 
Kishoreganj and tried to verify, us far as I could, the facts which are wdiat 
] have stated. When I went there I found that the police were 
investigating into certain cases that had been started and I left with the 
information that the charge-sheet was to be submitted on Monday. I 
presume that cases have been started since then. So far as the discussion 
of this matter is concerned, the position is — I respectfully submit — that the 
House has no jurisdiction by reason of the two rules read together which 
make the position perfectly clear. I submit, therefore, that no useful purpose 
will be served by a mere discussion, because I have stated the facts. I 
do not think anybody in the House knows more than I do, because I have 
got information from various quarters. Then, Sir, whether the information 
is sufficient or not, the moment it becomes svb judirSf the jurisdiction of 
this House to discu^ the matter is taken away and no amount of argument 
on my part or on anybody’s part can confine the jurisdiction by the opera- 
tion of the law. I siftmit that you will be pleased to rule, therefore, that 
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this motion cannot be discussed in this House. There is another point of 
personal explanation. On the last occasion it was pointed out to me that 
I did not raise this objection at the right moment. But, Sir, when I said 
that there was no objection to the motion I thought that the mover had 
already had the leave of the House; but whether, although he had leave of 
the House, the motion could be legally discussed or not is a different matter. 
Secondly, suppose I do agree not only to the leave being granted but also 
to the discussion and you fix Monday nexi for discussion of tlie motion 
and, say, on Sunday I get certain definite information to the effect, for 
instance, that the (iase is before the court. As soon as 1 bring this fact to 
your notice it is enough for you to dechle that the *aatter should not be 
discussed .as it is suh jmhce. This is all that I have to submit— the matter 
is syh jvdivr and therefore cannot be discussed in this House. 

Khati Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: May 1 ask one 

or two points to clear up the position, Sir? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Yes. 

Khan Bahadu^ 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I would like 
to know whether tlie Hon’ble (’hief Minister is aware that the counterfoil 
of the previous year’s licence shows that music was to stop within hundred 
yards of all places of public worship? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I saw certain docuimuits of 
the kind referred to by the licader of the Opposition. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYE0 MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Do the impers, 

he hus seen, coiifinii wliat I have said, iianiely, that iiiUHic! was to Ntoji within 
hundred yards of all places of public woisliipj' 

Tha Hon’bl. Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQl As I have said, I have seen 
certain papers to that effect, hut I do not renieinber the exact wording 
thereof. So, 1 do nof coinniit my. self to it. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Itefore you 
give your ruling. Sir, I would rwiuest you to satisfy yourself us to the 
scope of the matter which is suh jmlice. You are to satisfy yourself 
whether there is any bar to the moving of the adjournment motion which 
I have tabled. If there is no such bar, only the fact that it is luh judice 
should not I hope make the motion out of order. There is another fact. 
Sir. We have heard from a very reliable person only today that there is 
no case pending before the court at present. No magisterial case has yet 
been started and even no police enquiry has been started. That is the 
information that we have received from no less a person than Mr. Israil, a 
member of the Assembly. He has come from Kishoreganj very recently. 
So. I hope yon will satisfy yourself as to whether "the matter is actually 
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nuh jvdice and whether the scope of the case started there really covers 
the matter which we have brought forward through this adjournment 
motion. 

Mj*. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURYs Sir, the question is really very 
important: some people have been shot and killed and we want to have a 
debate on that. So, 1 w'ould request you to be satisfied before you give 
your rulihg if the debate on this motion can in any way prejudice the 
case. You will have to (consider also the question as to whether the shooting 
was justified. If some other tribunal is going into this question, that will 
satisfy us and we will not take up the (luestion here. But if the cases do 
not involve an investigation into the question whether firing .has been 
justified, then the motion cannot be ruled out of order. This House 
is the only forum where we can ventilate these (juestions. And if we are 
shut out from discussing this matter by means of a subterfuge, I submit 
the House will be denied its inherent prerogative of criticising the executive 
of the Government. 

Secondly, it has been definitely stated by the Ijeader of the Opposition 
that no case has yet been started and the mere fact that police has got 
information lodged with them does not mean that a ('astv is pending before 
a court. The case must be tried before a judicial tribunal. Simply 
because there is a remote pr(»spect of ihe case being tried in a court of law, 
cannot make the matter suh judiee. Uj) till now, there is only a likelihood 
of these oases being tried in a court of law and I submit no prejudice will 
be created in the mind of the court if the (^ase has not already been started 
in a (*ourt of law. Now, Sir, you have to satisfy yourself that a case has 
actually been started and that too befoie a Tribunal and that one of the 
issues for decision before that court is whether firing was justified or not. 

The Hon-ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: My friend the Leader of the 
Opposition has said that he has got it from Mr. Israil, m.l.a., that there 
is no police investigation, no case has been started and that the whole 
thing is a blufi' in order to oust the jurisdiction of the House. To that I 
may say that my information is definite that a case has been started, police 
investigations have been completed and charge-sheets have been submitted, 
and the matter is not now in the hands of the police but it is now before 
a court of law. My informal ion. Sir, is Government information. I claim 
that you will be pleased to accept that information as correct unless there 
is anything before you definitely to show that my information is wrong, 

I take the full responsibility when I say before the House that the matter 
is suh judice at the present moment. 

My friend Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury was urging that the matter 
was only a prospective case for svb judice, that the police investigation has 
not yet been completed and that this attempt on the part of Government 
is only to oust the jurisdiction of the House to discuss this affair. I am 
not arguing with him, but I would only say that this matter is suh judice, 
police investigation hdl ended and the court has begun its work. The court 
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is now in seisin of the matter. ‘{Khan Bahadur Smyed Muazzamiuuun 
Hosain: May I know when the charge-sheets were submitted?) I cannot 
give the exact date but they have already been submitted. And when my 
friends opposite do not believe my statement, what is tlie good of giving 
dates ?» 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: It may be that the charge- 
sheets were submitted after the first day's discussion when the (’hief 
Minister said that the matter was stth juditr. By advancing the j)lea that 
the matter is jvdia , the right of the llomse has been seriously a fleeted, 
because we shall not be able to discuss the matter. 

Mf. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: So far as this motion is concerned, 
W'hether the case has become suit judirr on the day <>n which the llon’ble 
Minister made the first statement or it has been auh Jmlire by today, the 
result would be the same. Even though T fix a date, as the lloirble Chief 
Minister has rightly pointed out, if before the discussion took ])lace the 
information would reach me that the case was auh then it would 

be my duty to stop discussiem. 

• 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I agree wholly, but the 
Government would then be open to a charge of deception to this House. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, it has l)(*en asked through you of 
the Government to state the scope of the case's which are under investi- 
gation and which are going to be investigated by the court of law. 
The Government will have to state the scope of the cases and then it will 
enable you to judge whether the present adjournment motion touches the 
cases or not. If the whole case leading up to shooting is to be emiuired into 
judicially, then wi' have to sit down. If these cases have got nothing to 
do with an em|uiry into the circumstances of thi' shooting and if no court 
is going to adjudicate upon them, then the House should not be denied the 
privilege of discussing the adjournment motion. 1 submit, Sir, it is the 
duty of the Chair to satisfy himself by speidfii* (juestions to the Government 
about the nature and scope of the ceases which are stated to be under 
investigation and, if necessary, you may call for the pa]>ers of the cases 
and satisfy yourself as to what is the scope of the cases which are under 
enquiry: whether they will cover the matter sought to be discussed by the 
adjournment motion. It is a very important (jueslion and il touches the 
privilege of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 submit, thal the House 
is going to discuss tlie very points which would arise in the court : as to 
whether a procession with music had ever passed by the route leading to 
the mosque; whether a settlement between the Hindus and Muslims were 
arrived at; what were the terms of settlement; were there any variations 
from that? T have stated already all the facts oh the case before the 
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House, and now the questions as to whether the firing has been justified, 
whether more force was used than necessary in self-defence — all these 
points will arise before the court. If one point which is common is 
brought under the discussion of the House then, I submit, Sir, that one 
single point would shut out the jurisdiction of the House. 

Khan Bahaihir 8AIYED MUAZIAMUDDIN H08AIN; Sir, the 
Chief Minister anticipates the position of the defence. What is the charge, 
we want to know. You should satisfy yourself as to what is the charge 
against the accused. Are they under arrest, and what is the charge 
against them? On tlie proper answers to these questions, it will be for 
you to decide whether it is covered by the adjournment motion , before us 
or not. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, what is the charge? If 
the charge is that the people unnecessarily exposed themselves to firing or 
that the pcdice opened fire because the people assembled to commit an 
offence : in eitlier contingency the firing does not come into the picture at 
all in the case before the court, because the firing did not (*ome from the 
mob 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Order, onler. T think at this stage 
you should not enter into details. However, 1 shall consider all these 
points. 1 am not going to say anything just now. I shall consider all 
tlie points raised by the llon’ble Chief Minister as well as on behalf of 
the Opposition. 


Adjournment Motions. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: There are other adjourninent 
motions also which are included in the Order ]*aper. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: I shall take them one by one. I have 
received another notice of a motion for adjournment of the House from 
Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Several more 
are pending, Sir. Perhaps they will be taken up after you give your 
tjlling on the Kishoreganj firing matter? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Yes. 

Khan 8ahib ABUL QUA8EM: Do I understand that you will give 
your ruling on this matter in course of today, or tomorrow? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8I DENT: There has been a suggestion, ^ from the 
Opposition that I sho’dd call for papers on the subject. If I Jj^oide to do 
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«o, then I shall require some time io prepare my niliujf. If, however, I 
find that I could "ive the ruling without calling for the papers, then T may 
be in a position to deliver my ruling tomorrow. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: T submit that papers would 
be necessary because our information is that no cast* has yet been started. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: The honourable member i*annot say 
that in the fa(‘e of the Chief Minister's statement. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. T am at prescuit c(»nsider- 
ing the advisability of admitting the motitm of whieh Mr. Nnr Ahmed has 
given notice today. His motion runs thus: — 

That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a d»‘finite matter of 
urgent public ini]>ortance, namely, the smbhui phem)menal rise* in prices 
of foodstutf and other n(‘cessaries oi lift* especialh nee, Migar, idoth in 
some districts oi Hengal such as "Netn'kona, Bcrhampoic. "Myniensingh, 
C'omilla and' otlier ])]act‘s in Bengal leading to th(‘ immense sufl'ering of 
the poor peopl('% of Ihuigal due to the inadeijuacN and incHicitmey of the 
contred of foodstufi and oilier necessaries of life by (Toverninent oF Ihmgal 
as reported in the morning news])a]»e7s ot 18th NovemlHU’, 1942, (‘S]>(*cially, 
in the nituhtsfjKtn Standard of 18th N<»\ ember, 1942. 

I think tliis mattei’ lia.s been discusNe<l threadban^ in conmadion with 
the «]i,scus,sion on llic Special Motion movtal by the licadei' of tht* Opposi- 
tion on i 1)(‘ Cliitd Ministers Statement. So. your .nljonmnnuit motion 
would be reviving discussnm on a matter which has aln^idy been diseus.sed 
during tlie ])resej)t ,s(*,ssion. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: But the 

difficulty is that we got no rejdy on that head fiom the Chiei Minister. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: May 1 submit a i ew words about my motion r' A 
Special Motion w’as tabled by the Tjcader ot the Tlpposition on the (diief 
Minister’s Statement but nnfortunately that motion could not he pressed 
to a division and the matter rests w’here it began when we iirst discussed 
it. This is a matter of great importam-e. Sir, — this sudden and ]>henomenal 
rise in the prices of foodstnifs. Since then the sitnaticin has aggravat(»d Mid 
it appears that the system of price-control has failed and is failing day by 
day. E-very day ])ri<'cs of foodstuffs an* rising highei and higher. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENTS But how do you establish the urgency 
of this matter*:' Your motion, as it is worded, is not admissihle. 

t 

Mr,^ ^UR AHMED: Tbe urgency is demonstrated by the fact that 
there ha % been riots in Chittagong and other places and the police have 
arrested bout one hundred men in connection witii these food-riots. As 
almost every day riots are taking at many places in Bengal for purchasing 

59 
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controlled articles of foodstuffs from the shops opened by Government, 
this matter, I submit, is undoubtedly urjfent and is also in the public 
interest. 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT: But the price has not risen all' on a 
sudden. You seem to have no reply as regards the objection under sec- 
tion 99(«V/) which lays down that ‘‘the motion must not revive discussion 
on a matter wliich has been discussed in the same session”. Tender the 
circumstances, disallow the motion. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: May 1 me niioii one thing 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 have already disallowed yonr motion. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I gave notice of another matter regarding 
conveyance of congratulations to the armed forces 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: 1 am considering that matter and 
% shall let you know. The House will now resume further (onsideration of 
the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) !^ill, 1942. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: May I ask the Leader of the 
Hous(* when he is going to make the promised statement regarding the 
Balurghal incidenis? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: T shall make it on 
Monday a1 the latest, if T am not in a position to make it tomorrow. 

The Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1942. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move amendment Xo. 72. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: What is the difference between amend- 
ment 71 and amendment 72? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, there is a great deal of difference. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: T think both are practically the same. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUA2ZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Not at all, 
Sir, this is quite different. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: In 71 it was only the question of approval: here 
there is no question of approval. I want to change the word “may^’ by 
“shall”. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: You want to do away with the Govern- 
ment approval. 
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Mr. NUR AHMED: Yes, Sir. I also want to substitute the word 
*‘may” by the word **shair’. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: AH ripht. You may move your 
amenSment. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: T l>e^ to move ihat in clause (i of the Bill, for 
the proposed proviso, the followinjr be substituted, namely: — 

‘‘Provided that a riiairman as soon as he is elected by the Board shall 

perform the duties of his office’’. The section in the Bill runs as follow’^: 

— “Provided that a Chairman elected b\ a tloard luav, after his election, 

. ^ ‘ ‘ 

perform the duties of his office while the (luestiiui of sueli aj)proval is 
pending”. Tn the i)roviso of this amending Bill tlie word is “may”. T 
want to make it “shall” and w^ant to omit the woids “while the question of 
such approval is pending”. It is not nei'essary because the words “may 
work” make it optional. As soon as a Chairman is elcfded, ht* should begin 
his w’ork as Chairman. 

If this is not done, the w’ork of the Board will be disorganised. There 
will be nobody to look after the wwk of the Board. So, my intention is 
that the elected T^hairnian should take up the work at once. It shall be 
obligatory upon tin* Chairman to take uj) the work for the benefit of the 
Board itself. From the Act we find that the Chairman is the executive 
head and that the Secretary has got no executive function to perform 
except what is delegated to him. The Chairman is the only important 
man in the Board. Section 18 of the Act says, “All orders of the Board 
shall be carried into effect by the Chairman in whom the entire executive 
power of the Board shall be vested and who shall be responsible for giving 
effect to such orders”. From the experience of the working of the local 
boards and municipalitievS, we find that they used to experience difficulties 
at that time because the elected Chairman could not take charge of the 
office, and as a result the people of the local boards used to suffer. So, 
this proviso should be altered in the proposed way. 

With these few words, Sir, T commend my amendment to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: A mendment moved : that in (dause (i of 
the Bill, for the proposed proviso, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“Provided that a Chairman as soon as he is elected by Board shall 
perform the duties of his office.” 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, 1 vise to 
su])port the motion. Tlnless this permissive word “may” is changed to the 
mandatory word “shall”, trouble will arise in futun*. What will happen 
if the elected Chairman does not take charge of his office? It is very 
necessary that the elected Chairman should begin to function from the 
very day of his election. Why it should be left t(# Government to decide 
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whether the Chairman should perform his duties from the day of his 
election or not? Perhaps in reply it will be said that the word “may’’ is 
used in legal drafting. According to the British Constitution, the British 
Sovereign has got the power to veto even legislative enactments passed by 
both the Houses of Parliament. But that power is never exercised. Here 
in our country whenever any such power is with the Government, 
they always use it. 8o, we are a])prehensive of that. We do not like that 
Government should be given any authority over the elected Chairman to 
allow him or not to allow him lo perform the duties of his office. For this 
reason, the word “may” should be changed to the word “shall”. I hope 
this amendment will be accepted by the House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the word “may” is permissive and 
the word “shall” is imperative. Now, the election of Chairman requires 
to be approved by Government. The Opposition wanted to do away with 
the clause requiring the approval of Government. They have failed. Now 
they have devised this method. The word “may” is appropriate and the 
word “shall” is inapproiniate. Therefore, Sir, T oppose the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; I o]>l)ose the amend- 
ment, as it coiifli(‘ts with the decision arrived at by tbe House on amend- 
ment No. 71. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Tlie question heioie the House is: that 
in clause h of the Bill, for the proposed ])roviso, the tollowing be substi- 
tuted, namely: — 

“Provided that a Chairman as soon as lie is elected by Board shall 
perform the duties of his office.” 

(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
clause d stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 7m 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
clause 7 stand part of the Bill. 

(TJie motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 8, 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
clause 8 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 
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Title and Preamble, 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
the '^itle and Preamble be added to the 'Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I would like to know if there ie any 
objection to taking up the Third Reading of the Bill today. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, a conven- 
tion has-been developed by the late President that the Third Reading of 
a Bill should not be taken up on the day on which the Second Reading is 
finished. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: All right. The House stands adjourned 
till 3 p.m. tomorrow. 

Ad|ournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Friday, the 2()th Norember, 
1942. 
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The following members were absent from the meeting held on tho 19<b 
November, 1942: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Altaf Ali. 

Mr. Eader Baksh. 

(4) Rai Bahadur K* C. Banerjee. 

(5) Mr. Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(7) Mr. N. C. Dutta. 

(8) Mr. K. K. Dutta. 

(9) £han Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Muhammad Esmail. 

(10) Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson. 

(11) Ehan Bahadur Mohd. Asaf Khan. 

(12) Maulana Muhammad Akram Ehan. 

(13) Mr. W. B. Q. Laidlaw. 

(14) Sir T. Lamb. 

(15) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(10) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(17) Dr. R. K. Mookerjee. 

(18) Mr. R. Pal Chowdhury. 

(19) Khan Bahadur Muklesur Rahman. 

(20) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(21) Rai Bahadur Radhica Bhusan Roy. 

(22) Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNaL DEBATES 


Second Sesoion, 1S42 — No. 23. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Biiibl- 
ing, Calcutta, on Friday, the 20th November, 1942, at 3 p.m., being the 
twenty-third day of the Second Session of 1942, pursuant to section 62 (2)(«) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamu) Chowdhury) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Firing in Dacca Central ilail. 

53. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether on the 3l8t 
August there was firing in the Dacca Central Jail resulting in the death of 
over thirty prisoners!^ 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 'make a statement giving the 
number of prisoners killed or injured? 

(c) What steps do the Government intend to take to prevent a recurrence 
of such occurrence? 

(d) Do the Government propose to institute a non-official enquiry into the 
incident ? 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huqi Minister in charge of the Home Depart- 
ment): (a) Yes. 

(b) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(c) and (d) Government propose to hold an enquiry by experienced Judicial 
Officers and to take suitable action on their report. 

Statement referred in reply to question No, 53, 

1. Number of prisoners who died on t^e spot — 

(а) Hindus .. .. 

(б) Muslims . . . . 7 / 

2. Number of prisoners injured and admitted into Jail hospital : — 

(а) Hindus .. .. 88^ 

(б) Muslims .. ..63 >155. 

(c) Others . . . . 4 J 
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3. Number of prisoners who died subsequently in Jail hospital from amongst 
those admitted into Jail hospital : — 


(а) Hindus 

(б) Muslims 

(c) Christians 

(d) Hindu 


15. 

8 >25 (all criminal security prujpners). 

2J 

1 (ordinary convict). 


Mr* ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: When is the proposed committee 
going to be appointed? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Very shortly. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: Can you give an approximate idea of 
the date? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: No. 


Worki^ircars. 

54. Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to state if 
it is a fact that Hon’ble Minister in charge of (Communications and Works 
Department stated on the 17th February, 1942, on the floor of this House 
in reply to question No. 40 that the scheme for the betterment of the service 
of the work-sircars of the Communications and Works Department was still 
under consideration of the Government, and that he hoped that final orders 
will be passed at an early date? 

(h) If the reply to part (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hoii’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if by this time the final orders have been passed ? If not, 
what are the reasons for such delay and when will the scheme be enforced? 

MINI8TER in charge of the COMMUNICATION8 and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (^0 ^es. 

(b) It was decided by Government that the scheme must take its chance 
when schedules of demands for inclusion in the budget are next called for. 
It was also decided by Government that schedules procedure for new expen- 
diture should again be suspended this year and that no provisions should be 
made in the budget estimate for 1948-44 for ne\v expendituie unless such 
expenditure has a direct l>earing on (^ivil Defence or prosecution of the War. 
Government is, however, considering the feasibility of allowing this scheme 
to pass through the schedules this year for its inclusion in the next year’s 
budget. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: I have re( •eived notice of a motion for 
adjournment from Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain which 
seeks to discuss a defirite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the 
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arbitrary conduct of the Ministry in withholding publication of the Chief 
Minister’s statement made on the floor of the House yesterday rejrarding 
the Kishoreganj mosque shooting tragedy. 

Mian BahacfUr BAIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, it is a 
very urgent and important matter, because it relates to interference with 
the freedom of the Press. The llon’ble Chief Minister made a statement 
on the floor of this House yesterday. There was no secrecy about it and 
even the visitors were not cleared from the galleries. And yet it is not 
understood why an order was issued by the l*ress Oflicer saying that the 
details of the statement should not be published in any i)aper. This is a 
glaring* instance of interference with the freedom of the Press. It is well- 
known that the public mind is very much agitated over the Kishoreganj 
incident. Sir, we have not been allowed to discuss the adjournment motion 
as it is said that several cases arising out of the Kishoreganj incident are 
mth judice. Besides your ruling on the point is stiB pending. Even the 
statement of facts whi<*h has been made by the Hon'ble the Home Minister 
and which was absolutely non-committal is not to be i)ublished in the 
papers. I do not understand why it should be so. The Hon'ble Chief 
Minister only stated the bare facts. It could not possibly affect the case 
which is being instituted, because he did not deal with the details at all— 
with the points specially whetlier the crowd was peaceful or riotous. He 
did not deal with those questions at all, which had a chance of being liiade 
issues in the cases which have been instituted. He dealt at some length 
with the order to issue licence onl> and very briefly mentioned the fact of 
the firing without making any commitment either way. In spite of that, 
why these should not be published, we do not understand. If freedom of 
the Press is to be restricted in this way, we do not know wdiat we are to 
do. We should be permitteil at least to ventilate our grievances by 
discussing the (question thread-bare. During the old bureaucratic regime 
when there was a similar occurrence at Kulkati, there was a public meeting 
at Barisal whicli w^as j)resided over by Sir Abdur Raliim and our present 
Chief Minister himself was a speaker 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. At this stage, 1 am to 
consider only the admissibility of your adjournment motion. I want to 
know' w'hat is the source of \our information that the Ministry has with- 
held publication of the statement made by the Hoirble the Home Minister 
yesterday. 

Khan* Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I have beard 
it from a verv reliable source — from Mr. Israil, wlio bad a talk with the 
people of the “Azad” office and they gave out that the statement made by 
the Hon’ble the Home Minister 

Tha Hoil'Wa Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, to avoid further waste of 
time, I may tell my honourable friend that the Ministry had absolutely 
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nothing to do with the publication or non-publication of the statement and 
that his reliable source has given him a most unreliable information. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Have the Press 
got the permission to publish the statement even nowP 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is not a question of pennis- 
flion. You are condemning the Ministry for withholding the publication 
of the statement in the Press. The Ministry did not withhold the publica- 
tion. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Is not the 

Ministry liable for the acts done by its subordinates? 

Tha Hon’bla Mra Aa Ka FAZLUL HUQ: Nobody has prohibited the 
publication of this statement in the Press. You can have it from the 
Press why they have not published the statement. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: The Press say 
that they have been asked by the Press Adviser not to publish the statement. 

Mra DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Order, order. Apart from the state- 
ment just now made by the Hon^ble the Home Minister, I may just point 
out to the Leader of the Opposition that under provision 62(2)(a) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935, the debates of each day’s sitting of the 
House are to be published and nobody can stop it and when the proceedings 
will be published in a booklet form, it will be available to each and every 
member of the public, not to speak of the members of the Legislature. So, 
I cannot understand how yesterday’s statement, being a part of the proceed- 
ings of this House, could be withheld by anybody? 


Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: But it has 

been withheld. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: You seem to be labouring under a 
misapprehension. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: No, Sir. I 
have definite information that the Press Adviser told the Press not to 
publish the statement 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Order, order. I am not satisfied with 
the arguments advanced in favour of this adjournment motion being moved; 
so I disallow the mot^n. 
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Non-omoiai Motions under rule 112 of the Bengal Legislative Counoil 

Procedure Rulesi 

Mrt DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House will now resume discussion 
on non-olficial motions under rule 112 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Eules. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that this Council is of opinion 
that an address Le presented to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal, 
through the Hon’ble the President of the Bengal Legislative Council, 
requesting His Excellency to make a strong representation to the Govern- 
ment of ‘India to withdraw or modify the Laws and Eules prohibiting the 
sale of salt manufactured or produced in coastal areas of Bengal beyond the 
coastal areas and to allow the sale of salt outside such areas in Bengal. 

Sir, this is a very simple motion which deals with a vital commodity of 
human being. I have made it clear in my motion what is the purpose of 
this motion. Let me first briefly state the history of the manufacture ol 
salt in Bengal, both in the past and in the present time. It appears from 
the records of foreign travellers who came to Bengal during the Muham- 
madan Rule that* Bengal was once self-suflicient in the production of salt, 
and not only that Bengal used to export salt to other ])aris of India. We 
find that during the time of Nawab Alivardi Khan ( 1740-1 75(> A.D.) large 
quantity of salt, which was cheaper at that time, used to be imported to 
Malwa, Assam, Benares and Allahabad. It also appears that between the 
years 176d and 1857 salt used to he manufactured in Bengal and there were 
various methods of imposing duty on salt. In Simdarbans, Tainluk, Ilijli, 
Chittagong and 24-Parganas about 56 lakhs of maunds of salt were used to 
be manufactured and exported to other provinces. Sir, it appears that wdien 
the foreign salt invaded Bengal in 1892, from that year manufacture of 
salt was prohibited in the Sundarbaiis. Now, 140 lakhs maunds of salt are 
imported from outside every year. This pr(»vince requires more than about 
80 lakhs maunds of salt and the remainder goes to other provinces Sir, 
about the possibility of manufacture and production of salt, the latest 
enquiry has been made by Mr. Mukherjee and Mr. N. Eao. They have 
proved by facts and figures that there is every possibility of manufacture 
of salt even up to 46 per cent, of Bengal’s consumption. And, they have 
indicated two methods, one method wdiich is congenial to Bengal, i.e., 
boiling and evaporation. This is the easiest method. It also appears from 
statistics that during the time of Lord Comwalis there w'ere 4 agencies, — 
Hijli, Tamluk, 24-Pargana8 and Chittagong, and of these agencies, Hijli 
used to produce 11 lakhs maunds, Tamluk about 9 lakhs maunds, 24-Par- 
ganas 6 lakhs maunds and Chittagong about 8 lakhs maunds, in all *14 lakhs 
maunds. Sir, those golden days are gone. In the coastal area of Bengal 
salt is still manufactured. The people living there, know how’ to manu- 
facture salt in their own primitive way, that is, by evaporation and boiling. 

Sir, owing to the prevalence of war leading to high prices of salt and 
stoppage of import of salt from foreign countries, thgre was a great scarcity 
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are badly in need of salt and at times due to transport difficulties shortage 
in supply of salt has occurred much to our inconvenience. So it is very 
necessary in tliese days that we should be self-supporting in respect of salt 
and when there is an opportunity of oub- becoming self-supporting in respect 
of salt, why should we depend on other provinces and countries? My 
friend’s request is also very modest; for he does not want that the salt thus 
manufactured should not be taxed, lie is quite willing that it should pay 
its due tax and for this purpose has suggested that there may be central 
depots where such salt should be brought, so that the duty may be levied 
for sale on a commeritial scale. So far as 1 know, (Government have been 
already encouraging the manufacture of such salt, f u’ I know that in the 
Midnapore district one or two Comjmnies have started manufacturing salt 
on an extensive scale. Hut iny friend will he content only with the 
primitive way of manufacturing salt. It will be only on a very small scale, 
namely, by boiling and evaporation merely, and not in accordance with 
elaborate and up-to-dat(‘ scientific methods. 1 think it is a very modest 
request and there cannot be any two opinions tliat it should be aci'eded to 
by the (xovernment and that (government should alst) at this time of the 
need come forward and act‘ept this resolution readily. With these words, 
I suj)port the resolution. 

• 

Mft HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I whole-heartedly support this resolu- 
tion. I think, Sir, that this is a very timely move. We have been i)res8- 
ing for the supply of salt on a larger scale for a long time; but tlie recent 
crisis in the matter of transimrf has made it more urgent and has brought 
the urgency of tliis j)rob]cm home to every single man of this j)rovince. I 
think. Sir, you are aware that in recent months at times there has been 
such scarcity of salt in certain localities that the j>rices shot up to an un- 
precedented height. If Bengal manufaefured salt in questions sufficient to 
meet her requirements, and there is no reason why it should not, — tlien this 
trouble would not have occurred and the poor people would not have suffered 
the difficulty which they have been doing at present. Therefore, Sir, this 
resolution which deserves the support of all sectitins of the House at any 
time is more accej)table to the House now and should be whole-heartedly 
supported by everylH)dy. I hope (Government will not only ac(‘ept it and 
forward to the Government of India but they should also put all the 
pressure that they can bring to bear upon the Government of India to modify 
the rules and allow the manufacture of salt on a large scale in the different 
parts of the province. With these words, I support the resolution. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I also want to extend my whole- 
hearted support not only on my behalf but on behalf of my party as well 
to the motion which has been moved by my honourable friend Mr. Nur 
Ahmed urging the Government to modify the law in such a manner as to 
enable the manufacture of salt by the people of this province and to sell 
it beyond the coastal areas. Time is very hard and there is a cry through- 
out the length and breadth of the province about the dearth of salt — salt 
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been made and expectations raised on this issue. Then we heard that a 
Bengalee regiment would be formed soon, and in the next place we 
found that the Bengalee Battalion consisung of 700 persons has been 
disbanded on administrative ground. Sr .Hhere is no chance of a Bengalee 
regiment being formed in the near future. I know, of course, that the 
Government of Bengal are trying to induce the proper authorities to raise 
one lakh of soldiers from Bengal. Bengal cannot stand with her head erect 
before the civilised world, nay before other provinces, because other 
provinces can take pride that they can supply soldiers, but we cannot. We 
all know that Bengalees have proved their worth, their courage in the 
battle fields everywhere. It was with the help of Bengalee soldiers that 
the distant island of Java was conquered and colonised. Bengalees 
defended ‘their own hearths and homes against the Marhattas’ invasion. 
Bengalee regiment helped to conquer Kabul and Kandahar and showed to 
the world that they were not cow'ards. It wdll be interesting to note what 
Mr. Malcolm Seton stated. He said that Bengalees not only formed 
regiments but in those regiments the Commander who w^as a Bengalee had 
many Pjuropeans under his command. The Defence Sub-Committee of the 
Eound Table Conference came to the conclusion that facilities should be 
given to India so that she can take over the charge to defend herself. It 
was long ago aiuk if facilities wwe given at that time for the defence 
preparations of India there would not have been this cry of helplessness 
and the enemy w’ould not have dared to threaten us with invasion. Sir, 
Bengalee sailors are weathering the dangers of tumultous seas and oceans. 
They are everyw’here, throughout the world and they are doing very 
excellent work and they have been praised by people who have come in 
contact with them. They have alw’ays proved their w’orth as sailors. 
They have also proved their valour in the field of battle. Large number 
of Bengalees have been recruited for labour corps but none for forming- 
an exclusive regiment of Bengalee. I think this is a matter on which all 
the honourable members will agree and will support the motion. So I do 
not like to take the time of the House. I only explained one aspect of 
this question. Sir, in this House (luestions have been raised about military 
training and about cadre. But this question of raising 1 lakh of soldier® 
has not been raised. So I have thought it fit to bring this matter before 
the House. My learned friend Mr. Kabir may say this has become a daily 
routine to move a resolution of this character. With all respect to him, 
I must say that in this particular form it has not been raised and not been 
passed in this House. I appeal to the House to support this motion which 
is very important from every point of view' to the Bengalees. Sir, w'ith 
these few words I recommend my motion for the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that an address be 
presented to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal, through the Hon’ble 
the President of the Bengal Legislative Council, requesting His Excellency 
to make an immediate representation to proper authorities to recruit at 
least* one lakh of soldiers from the people of Bengal to defend India, in 
general, and Bengal, in particular, against the apprehended enemy attack. 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, I rise to 
support the motion which has been so ably moved by my friend. Bengalees 
are now placed in the category of non-martial classes. They had a credit- 
able record of martial achievements in history and their valour was known 
not only in Bengal but throughout India. It is fit and proper that 
sufficient number of recrhits should be made from among the Bengalees, 
so that they may take their stand with other provinces of India and they 
may show that they can defend the country, their hearths and homes. 
This is a modest motion and I hope it will be supported by everybody. In 
these days of autonomy and when the British (jovernment has promised 
to give us independence shortly after the war, unless we have military 
training, how can we be fit to rule ourselves and maintain our independence? 
It would be the duty of the Government to see that we get a trained 
military force at our command, so that when India is declared independent 
we may defend ourselves. With these words, I support the motion. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: This is an oft- 
repeated desire of the Bengalee race, and, as usual, proceedings will be 
forwarded to the Central Government for such action as they deem fit. 

Mf« ill Bi R088: I would just like to say a few w^ords in regard to 
the resolution with the object of having the meaning of the resolution 
clarified. It is rather pleasant to hear a resolution of this kind moved 
from the Muslim League benches, parti(‘ulurl> in view of Mr. Jinnah’s fiat 
that members of the Muslim League sliould take no part in further- 
ance of the war effort. I would like to know from the mover whether in 
proposing this motion he means that the lakh of Bengalee soldiers should 
be recruited for the furtherance of the war effort: and by this I mean not 
only for the defence of Bengal in a purely defensive meaning but for the 
defence of Bengal in an aggressive spirit. It is no use having a lakh of 
Bengalee soldiers, who when they get to the Bengal frontier will sit down 
and say to the enemy “here we are, come on, and we will have a go 
at you.” We must have soldiers whose movements are not going to be 
restricted either to the frontiers of India or of Bengal. I am afraid I 
cannot support this motion unless the mover makes the position in that 
respect perfectly clear. We have a problem in front of us at the moment 
— the problem of the re-taking of Burma. In my opinion the re-taking 
of Burma is an important part of the defence of Bengal and India and 
we do not want troops who will stop on our frontiers and say “so far, and 
no farther”. Is the mover prepared to state that the lakh of soldiers, 
which he proposes should be recruited, are to be used outside the frontiers 
of Bengal or India in attack, which is always admitted to be the best form 
of defence? I would like some information on this point. 

Mft NUR AHMEDs Sir, Mr. Ross has raised a point as to whether the 
soldiers will be used in defending India or for the matter of that, 
Burma. I have made that quite clear in my mofion, namely, defend- 
ing India in general, and Bengal, in particular, against the appre- 
hended enemy attack^ Sir, defence of India might mean fighting in 
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l^ingapore and also in Suez Canal, and when 1 framed my motion I had 
that also in mind, although I had not specifically mentioned it. For the 
defence of India it may be necessary to send tmopvS to Burma as well. We 
find that as soon as Japan has conquered Burma, she is .sending down 
aeroplanes to bomb Chittagong. So, il Burma can be re-taken, then India 
will be saved, or at lea^ Bengal will be saved. By the very wording of 
my motion 1 meant to say that: 1 n<‘ver meant to sa> that tlie force, if 
recruited, will be confined to Bengal only and that they would sit idly 
waiting for the enemy here. We must defend and take prcjper measures 
to defend Bengal from outside India also if that is thought necessary by 
the Government. 

Mfi R088: Sir, the honourable member has md answered I he 

first question I asked, wliich is — is his motion in furtherance of the present 
war efforts? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Oil a ]>uint ot information. Sir. So far 
as this motion is concerneil 

Mr. DEPUTY^PRE8IDENT: What is \oiir ]>oint of information? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8s M\ point of information arises out of 
what is said by my honourable friend Mr. Boss. He lias asked 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENTS Let me first hear wliat the honourable 
mover of the motion has got to say. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; As regards the (question put by Mr. Ifoss, I must 
say that he is labouring under a misapjirebension about the mandate 
given by the Muslim Tjeagiie. Tlie Muslim League has given liberty to 
every individual member to help in the war efforts, if be so likes, in bis 
individual capacity, but no+ on b'dialf of tlie lanigue. As a member of 
the Muslim League oiganisaf ion, be cannot do anything except on terms 
of equal footing. But it has given liberty to ever\ member of the League 
in his individual capacity to help in the war efforts. Mr. Ross will find 
that Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, a prominent member of the Muslim League, 
is helping in the war efforts and reeruiting soldiers. Other Muslim League 
members are also helping in tlieir individual capacity, but not as a member 
of the organisation. 

Mr. J. B. R088: I am still not satisfied. Does the honourable member 
move this motion as a member of the Muslim League or in his individual 
capacity, in furtherance of the present war efforts? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8s May I, Sir, add something to what 
Mr! Ross has said? 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes. 

9 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8s Is there any use cross-examining the 
honourable mover of the motion as to what is at the back of his mindP 
We are to deal with what appears in the motion itself. This motion gives 
full authority to the Commander-in-Chief. ^ 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: What do you want to say? It is not a 
point of order. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I am speaking on this motion, and 
also on the reply that has been given by Mr. Nur Ahmed to thp question 
of Mr. Eoss. I say, Sir, it is not a question of what is at the back of the 
mind of Mr. Nur Ahmed or any other member of the Muslim League. 
Here is a motion dn which a request has been made to the effect that the 
Commander-in-Chief will be pleased to recruit a lakh of soldiers from 
among the Bengalees. Once the power is given to the Commander-in-Chief 
to recruit one lakh of soldiers, does it lie in the power of any member 
opposite or, for the matter of that of any politic^al organisation to say that 
these soldiers will go this much and no further? I submit, Sir, that 
Mr. Eoss should look at the motion, as it is worded and o^i its merits should 
either support the motion or oppose it, instead of trying to find out what 
is at the back of the mind of the members of the Opposition. Once a lakh 
of soldiers are recruited, the 'whole army jiasses under the control of the 
Commander-in-Chief and it is bound to obey what the Commander-in-Chief 
says and not what any member of the House or the Muslim League says. 

Mr. il. B. ROSS: On a point of explanation, Sir. I think my friend 
Mr. Das has not quite got what I have said. I said that I '^^anted the 
implications of the motion to be clarified. I think that is the right of 
every member of this House and the motion, as it stands, is not very clear. 
We have had an assurance from the honourable mover that in his mind 
he does not propose that the activities of the soldiers that he asks to be 
recruited should be confined to the borders of India : they will go wherever 
there are operations. I also enquired whether these soldiers are intended 
for use in the present war as well as for future operations. Unless I know 
whether they are intended to be employed in furtherance of the present 
war, I am not in a position to decide whether I should vote for or against 
this resolution. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: As I have already said, I have moved this resolu- 
tion in iny individual capacity and not as a member of the Muslim League. 
The Muslim League has given liberty to every individual member to help 
in the war efforts in any way he likes. This is the clear mandate of the 
League. As regards the point whether it will be for future operations or 
only for the present war efforts, I may say that I want that a permanent 
Bengalee regiment be organised which will help in the present war efforts 
and in the future, pengal must have its own standing army. 
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LALIT CHAIiDRA DA8s Sir, anieDdment changes th© nature 
of the motion now before the House. The main idea running through the 
motion of Mr. Nur Ahmed is that one lakh of soldiers should be recruited 
for the purpose of defending India, in general and Bengal, in particular. 
It is not clear from the amendment whether it w^iuld be for defending 
India or for extending the boundaries of the British Empire. So I say 
the suggested amendment goes against the very root of the whole question 
raised in the motion of Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Are you rising on a point of order? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: l.es, Sir. My point of order* i.s that it 
is not an amendment, because it goes against the fundamental principle 
embodied in the original motion itself, — it is not a modification or extension 
of the resolution but it strikes at the very root of the resolution. The 
motion of Mr. Nur Ahmed is to the effect thal it would be for the defence 
of India, in general and Bengal, in particular. But the amendment strikes 
at the very root of the motion. Amendment must be for modih(‘ation of 
the original resolution or for an extension of the scope of the motion. 
Therefore, Sir, J oppose it. ^ 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Mas 1 sn> a few w’ords in support 
of my amendment? My proposal is that we want a real army who will 
go and fight overseas, if necessary. AVe have the Canadian army to fight 
for us here in Bengal. So, why we should not help them in fighting in 
other countries? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: How do you meet the point raised by 
Mr. Das about altering the charaster of the motion? 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: It does not change the object. 
He wants to keep them only in India but my idea is to allow them to be 
employed anywhere. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Before J give my ruling as regards the 
admissibility of this amendment, 1 should like to know^ if the House is 
agreeable to accept it as a short-notice motion. (Cries of “No^’, *‘No” 
from all sections of the House.) 

As there is objection. I am sorry I cannot accept it. 

The question before the Hou.se is: that an address be presented to His 
Ex(*ellency the Governor of Bengal, through the Hon’ble the President of 
the Bengal Legislative Council, requesting His Excellency to make an 
immediate representation to proper authorities to recruit at least one lakh 
of soldiers from the people of Bengal to defend India, in general, and 
Bengal, in particular, against the apprehended enemy attack. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 
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Non-ofllcial Ruolutiom. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House will now take up non-oificiul 
resolutions. The first item is the further consideration of the resolution 
moved by Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzainuddin Hosain rej^ardin^r the^ 
Department of Industries takings up the manufacture of some of the articles, 
which used to be imported from Japan, Germany and Italy, etc., discus- 
sion on which was not concluded on 6th November last. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I wish to say a few words in supimrt of this 
resolution. This is a very humble request for the encourajfemeut of the 
manufactiare of those articles which used to be imported from Japan, 
Germany and Italy. It is an admitted fact that in the field of industry 
India is lagging behind and specially Bengal is lagging behind. It 
appears from the reports that the Government of India now purchase for 
war purposes about Its. o crores w’orth of articles from the different 
provinces of India. Last year they purchased such artii les worth Rs. 5 
crores and this year the proposal is to purchase artiides worth Rs. 10 crores. 
Most of these articles have been purchased however from elsewhere than 
Bengal. The Noi^h-Western Frontier Province has supplied blankets, 
footwear and timber articles; the Punjab has su])])lied cutlery and other 
special things; the Tnited l^rovinces also have supplied such war materials 
but from the province of Bengal very little purchase has been made, of 
course excluding gunny bags from llie jute mills. Excluding that some 
other articles in very small ({uantities have been purchased from this 
province. I am, of course, speaking of small industries, and specially of 
those industries which are organised by the Co-operative Department. 
Even in the ITnited Provinc’es the Government have placed 12 crores of 
rupees at the disposal of the Registrar of the Co-oj)erative Societies to be 
spent through the Co-operative Department for the encouragement and 
manufacture of war articles. So this is a very reasonable proposition and 
should be accepted by the House. Ten laks of iu])ees is a very small 
amount. As regards cloths, the requirements of cloth of this province 
are not met by the cloth production of Bengal. From statistics I find 
that only 16 per cent, of her requirement of cloth is produced in Bengal 
by the handloom weavers and 20 per cent, by the mills in Bengal, with the 
result that Bengal has to import 64 per cent, of her cloth requirements 
from other countries. Bengal also imports (doths from Ahmedabad and 
Bombay generally which are worth Rs. 12 crores a year. And these cloths 
have now increased in price. As regards cheap cloths, they used to be 
imported from Japan but that source has now been stopped. 

So every effort should be made to manufacture cloth and the handloom 
industry should be revived. Here I may mention that Bengal was once 
famous for its silk cloth manufacture. Cheap variety of artificial silk used 
to be imported from Japan and now that these imports have been stopped, 
there is a unique opportunity of encouraging the silk manufacturing 
industry in Bengal. This is a matter on which ^uch can be said in 



«M NON^FFICIAL EESOLTTTIOKS. [20th Nov., 

Justification of this resolution ; of course there may be objection saying 
how will Government undertake the manufacturing of articles in this 
province? I may say that Government may allot this 10 lakhs of rupees 
and find ways and means as to how this sum will be spent on articles used 
to be imported from Japan. With these words, I support the resolution. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, will you permit me to move a 
short-notice amendment to this resolution? I suggest that in place of the 
words “which have hitherto been imported from Japan, Germany and 
Italy”, the words “such as cloth, to meet the essential and urgent needs 
of Bengal” be substituted. Then, it would read like “principal articles 
such as cloth, to meet the essential and urgent needs of Bengal, and for 
that purpose” and so on. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, this 
amendment will change the whole intention of my resolution. Although I 
have every sympathy for this amendment, I regret that it changes the 
whole spirit underlying my resolution. The real object is to manufacture 
certain articles hitherto imported from certain countries which not being 
in the field now owing to the present war, we should take this opportunity 
to manufacture to our benefit. So it is quite a different thing from what 
Mr. Bas says. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Let me know if you have any objection 
' io Mr. Bas’ amendment. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Yes, I have 
objection. The whole resolution will be changed if it is accepted. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Is any Hon’ble Minister in a position 
to express the Government point of view? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: In the absence of 
any other Hon’ble Minister, the Leader of the House will take upon himself 
to speak from the Government point of view. 

Sir, as was clearly anticipated by the mover of the resolution when he 
discussed it on the last occasion, there is a Survey Committee set up by 
Government in June last . 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: It was June 

before last — about three years ago. 

Tho Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: That Committee 
was reconstituted in June, 1942, and that new Committee has been requested 
to act on the lines indicated by the former Committee, inter alia to submit 
an intsnm report on the development of those industries which may be of 
special import during the present emergency and also to indicate the 
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impediments to indiistriul jyrowth in Bengal owing to war conditions. 
Government, therefore, are not prepared to accept this resolution, fbecausi 
the Industrial Survey Committee has not submitted its report and unless 
that report is submitted and its recommen<tations are considered by Govern- 
ment, the request made in the resolution that certain amount should be 
provided in the budget for helping the manufacture of certain articles, is 
untenable. We cannot make any provision in the budget unless there is 
a scheme before us. As such, while entirely synqiathising with the desire 
of the honourable friend that the Govmnment of Bengal should exert their 
utmost to develop the growih of industry, we cannot, having regard to the 
fact that the report is not before us and also that we ourselves are not in a 
position to formulate any scheme, make any provision of any amount in 
the budget under the rules. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, already I 
had anticipated a reply like this and I mentioned this in my opening 
speech. I have said that on a previous occasion on a similar resolution I 
was told — that was two years ago — that a Survey Committee had been 
sitting (and it lias been sitting even now), and until that Committee 
submits its report nothing could be done. But, Sir, how long are we to 
wait? That Committee may take d, 4 or 5 years to come U> a decision. 
We certainly cannot wait up to that. Ja]>an used to flood our markets 
with various cheap articles. da])an is no longer exporting those articles. 
Now it is our ojiportunity to do something towards the industrial develop- 
ment of the country. Should we b(‘ sleeping simply because the Industrial 
Survey Committee has not submitted its report? Many countries have 
forged ahead. They have increased their Industrial production two-fold, 
three-fold or even four- fold. 1 hear we are doing something — we are carry- 
ing out some orders received from the (iovernnient of India to supply them 
with some articles. But that is not a permanent industrial development. 
The need for those articles will vanish as soon as the war is over. We want 
that our industrial develojunent should proianal methodically and system- 
atically. There are many things that Japan used to exjKirt, viz., China- 
ware vessels, silk-finished articles, artificial silk. These and other articles 
used to flood our markets. fj<‘rmany used to export many medicines which 
we cannot get now. Why our Chemical Industries and our Industries 
Department cannot produce those medicines? Jhiper is also short now. 
We have been told that from water-hyacinth paper can be produced at 
5 per cent, of the cost of manufacture of paper in mills. Sir, now we have 
got an autonomous Government. Should we w^ait and sleep until the 
Committee submits its report? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8! On a point of order, Sir. This resolu- 
tion, if carried, will impose some flnancial liability on the Government. 
Can this House do so? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDEMT: That is with regard to Bills. More- 
over, this resolution is not binding upon Government. 
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Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: It is only a 
valuable recommendation. It is not absolutely binding on Government. 
Our House has always been anxious to increase its power, if possible, and 
not decrease it, as ray friend Mr. Das wants. However, Sir, as regards 
the question of money, some gentlemen from some quarters raised ol^'ection 
that there are so many articles to produce that this sum of Bs. 10 lakhs 
will not cover such a large field. But my intention is that a modest start 
may be given. This is the first year on which we propose to give a start 
and I want that money should be allotted, otherwise it will remain as a 
pious wish. If they allot money, the hands of Government will be forced 
to prepare a scheme and to see that it materialises; because if money is 
once allotted, it becomes a slur on Government if the same is not spent. 
So I want that the hands of Government should be tied in this matter. 
They must take it up. It is as essential as anything else. I hope the 
whole House, winch has, as a matter of fact, given their opinion that they 
are in favour of the resolution, will vote for this. 

Mfa DEPUTY PRESIDENTS The question before the House is: that 
this Council is of opinion that the Department of Industries should at once 
take up manufacture of some of the principal articles which have hitherto 
been imported from Japan, Germany and Italy and foi that purpose 10 
lakhs of rupees b( allotted in the next budget for helping manufacture of 
such articles in Bengal. 

The question b(iing put, a division was f‘hallenged with the following 
result : — 


AYES— 7. 


Ahmed, Mr. Mesbahuddin. 

Ahmed, Mr. Nur. 

Aziz, Khan Sahib Abdul. 

Hoeain, Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzam- 
uddln. 


Molla, Khan Sahib Subldail. 
Momin, Begum Hamida. 

Sen, Rai Sahib J. M. 


NOES— 11. 


Chowdhury, Mr. Khorshed A lam. 
Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur RezzaquI 
Haider. 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. 

Dai, Mr. L. C. 

0*Rozarlo, Mra. K. 

Qoewami, Mr. K. L. 


Karim, The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. 
, Abdul. 

Maitra, Rai Bahadur B. M. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur Ataur. 

Ray, Rai Sahib J. N. 

Sanyal, Mr. S. N. 


Mrt DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. 
For the resolution — 7; against the resolution — 11. Therefore, the resolu- 
tion is negatived. 


Ktiin Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: I beg to move that this Council 
is of opinion that^ the Government of Bengal should take immediate steps 
to stop the recurrence of the devastating flood which is occurring every 
year in the Kandi subdivision of the Murshidabad district. • 
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Sir, since 1938 certain areas measuring about 150 square miles of the 
Sandi subdivision is flooded every year destroying the aman paddy which 
is the only crop grown there. Apart from this, the inconvenience of 
communications during the flood season is very great and tlie cultivators 
in the^e areas suffer very badly. Then. Sir, the popular opinion is that the 
new railway embankment between Bandel and Ihirhaiwa which has 
insufficient opening is the cause of this recurring flood. Hut whatever it 
may be, it would be meet and proper tliat (iovernineiit should take 
immediate steps to remove the causes so that the ])eo]>le of this h»ealit.v 
may again have a l)uin])er crop and healthy life. ^Vilh tliese words, I 
commend my resolution to the acceptance of the House. 

> 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Resolution moved: that this Council is 
of opinion that the Government of Bengal should take immediate steps to 
stop the recurrence of tht» devastating flood which is o(*ciirring every year 
in the Kandi subdivision of the Murshidabad district. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I have 
sympathy with the object of the resolution; but it is worded in such a way 
that it will remaifi a pious wisli. Government will say that they will try 
their best to mitigate the hardshi])s of the ]>eople. It is such a big 
problem — the question of sto])ping this devastating flood — which occur 
almost every year not only in Kandi Imt in almost every district of Eastern 
Bengal — that it is impossible to tackle it without a comprehensive scheme. 
I think it is a very difficult ]»r(»blem and it cannot be tackled immediately 
without preparing a definite scheme and examining all the ])ros and cons 
thereof by making experiments on smaller areas. Therefore, although the 
object of the resolution is very good, it will rtunain as a pious wish. So, 
I neither oppose nor support it. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DA8: T rise to extend my su]»j)ort to the 
resolution which has been umved by my friend Khan Bahadur Ataur 
Rahman. We have every sympathy <»n this side of the House with the 
poor sufferers in the ureas referred to. We know wliat the devastating 
effect of these floods are upon the inhabitants of the province. We know 
what havoc is done by the Gumti embankment in Tippeua to the crops— the 
crops are washed away by tlie flood almost every year. We move resolution 
after resolution, every year and send representation after representation. 
We are promised redress but redress does not come. Such is no doubt 
the condition of the Kandi subdivision. Every year crops of the poor 
TOiiyuts are washed away by devastating flood and the poor cultivators are 
put to great hardshij). They send reT)resentations after representations to 
Government to prevent this recurring loss and miseries to them. But up 
to this time, it appears that no action has been taken. So, wo will wait 
with great interest to hear what statement the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of^he Communication and Works has got to make in respect of this 
resolution. 
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The HOfl’bto Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. Deputy President, 
Sir, the question of controllin^ir and regulating the floods in Bengal is 
certainly a serious problem. Since assumption of the charge of this 
department, I have tried to probe into the various factors relating to floods. 
As my honourable friend Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muaz/aniuddin * Hosain 
has said, the problem of fl(M)ds does seriously affect not only the Kandi 
subdivision of the Murshidabad district hut the whole of East Bengal and 
some portions of West Bengal as well. 'J'liis j)rol)lem has got many other 
problems correlated thereto. A tier 1 assumed charge of this department, 

I called a conference of the Brahma ])uti a (Vimmission and 1 have an inten- 
tion also to covene another c.onterenc(‘ of the* (janges Commission. You 
know. Sir, that the Brahmaputra and fhe (ranges are (he two r<vers which 
are the real cause not only of the floods hut they are (he two rivers which 
mainly feed Bengal. As I have said, this is a very complicated problem 
and if Government can cope with the same, th^y will be able not only to 
improve the general sanitation of this province buf also to develop the 
agriculture on which is dependent principally over 95 per cent, of Bengal’s 
population. 

But the present resolution refers to the Kandi subdivision. In this 
case, there is some peculiarity. T have tried to examint the whole problem 
there. I have found that there the zemindars try to keep the embankments 
intact, I do not know for what purpose. It may be that they want 
to get more income out of those lands neaj about the embankments. These 
embankments are responsible for the stoppage of a free flow of water at the 
time of flood as a result of which certain breaches occur in those embank- 
ments at certain pfunts and the onrush of flood-water not only devastates 
the crops in the Kandi subdivision but also in other adjoining places. In 
this particular case, I had a talk with my honourable friend Khan Bahadur 
Ataur Rahman and I have suggested to him a certain course of action, I 
propose again to visit that particular area and then T shall tiy and see that 
the problem is solved, if it can be solved at all, with the help of the people 
there and also with the help of the zemindars. My honourable friend the 
Khan Bahadur knows the locality very well and he knows whether the 
problem can be solved in that w’ay. However, T have already given him 
an undertaking that I will go to that place and look into the affairs regard- 
ing the floods in the Kandi subdivision. 

My honourable friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das has referred to the 
embankments of the Gumti river where also floods take place annually. I 
can assure my friend of my deep anxiety to give some relief to the 
people of Tippera. I have not as yet been very much successful but I have 
referred the whole matter to the Agriculture department and I have asked 
them to let me know whether any rotation crop can be grown in this 
particular area. Sir, in sa>dng all this, I am not giving the usual and 
stereotyped official rei)ly. I am sincerely stating the facts on behalf of • 
Government. I have always tried to cope with the problem with the 
help of the engineering staff. I will seek the assistance of the honourable 
members of the Legblature, irrespective of whether they are the supporter* 
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of Government or belong to the Opposition, in this matter. We all know 
that this is a very serious problem which vitally aflfects the welfare of more 
than 95 per cent, of the population of Bengal and a problem of such a vast 
magnitude cannot be tackled satisfactorily except with the sincere eo- 
ope/ation of the representatives of all sections of the peoi)le. 

So far as this particular resolution is concerned, I have every sympathy 
with it. I hope with this assurance, my friend Khan Bahadur Ataur 
Rahaman will withdraw* his resolution. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMANS After Ihe statcuiuMii made by the 
Hon’ble Minister, 1 do not like to press my resolution. I hope the House 
will give me permission to withdraw the resolutum. 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the nous(‘ to ulhvw’ 
Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman leave to withdraw the resolution. 

(The House signified its assent.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The resolution is withdrawn w’ith the 
leave of the House. 

t 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that this Council is of opinion that ten lakhs of rupees should be 
allotted in the next year’s Budget for small irrigational projects in the 
Eastern and Northern Bengal for the purimse of reclaiming the cult arable 
waste lands. 

Sir, from the Bengal Tiand Revenue (h)mmission Rej)ort we fifid that us 
much as if? laklis acres in Bengal are now^ lying fallow or waste which 
may be utilised for cultivation after reclamation. Government should at 
least start reclamaticm this year. This has become particularly necessary 
at this time be(*ause of the food problem. AVe are mm* carrying on a 
campaign all over the country f(»r growing more fcmd products, and, I 
ask, are we seriously taking uj) thaty If we really mean serious business, 
we ought to take up this first of all. We have 37 lakhs acres of culturable 
waste lands and leaving aside the area for improvement of fodder and 
other things, you will still have 18 lakhs acres of land which even at the 
rate of 10 inaunds of rice per acre will give one crore eighty lakhs maunds 
of pice annually w^orth about 10 crores of rupees. Why not take up this 
immediately in right earnest if >011 really w^ant to increase our food 
production.^ Sir, probably objections will be raised as to wdiy T have 
mentioned Northern and Eastern Bengal only. My object in doing so 
is that in Western Bengal Government have already s])ent lots of money 
on irrigational projects. Five crores of rupees have been si)ent in 
inaugurating the Damodar Canal scheme; but nothing has been done in 
Eastern and Northern Bengal to reclaim or irrigate tlie huge waste ureas 
which are still lying in these parts of the country. Sir, it will be, I 
think, an unpardonable sin to allow this huge quantity of w’aste lands to 
remain unutilised when we are in* need of iood products and when the ^ 
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taken to prevent the floods as well as for the purpose of reclaiming the 
culturable lands which are lying fallow for want of proper arrangements 
to reclaim them. I, therefore, hope tliat (xovernment will be pleased to 
accept the resolution as amended in the spirit in which I have made my 
submissions. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; I rise to support the motion so ably moved by 
the Leader of the Op]>osition. Sir, this matter relates to irrigation which is 
such a vital problem for Hengal. Bengal has got the largest quantity of 
unculturable waste land to her debit as compared with the Punjab and Sind. 
From the latest statistics it appears that the Punjab has out of its total 
cultivable land about 44* 1 per cent, irrigated land. The (lovernment of the 
Punjab has invested about 5()() (‘lores of rupees on irrigation projects with 
the result that cultivation is very satisfactory and the condition of the 
peasantry there has viuy much improved and from this increased outturn of 
crops (lovernment too has ])rofited considerably, (lovernment bornwed the 
large amount of Bs. oOO crores and invt‘sted this money on this very produc- 
tive project. In Sind, about 71 ]>er cent, out of its total cultivable land is 
irrigated land; but in Bengal what is the proportion of cultivated land to 
the cultivable lap^l^ It is only per cent., as compared with 71 per cent., 
41 per cent., and 42 per cenl., in Sind, the Punjab and Madras, respectively. 
We find that it is only (> 2 per cent, in Bengal. Any ([uestion regarding 
irrigation is a vital (iu(‘sti(m lor Bengal. What is the area of waste land 
in Bengal P According to the* latest information it is about 0,1 15, ()()() u(*reH. 
Out of th(‘ total cultivable ar<‘a of 24 million acres, 0,1 15,000 acres are lying 
waste. What is the food jnobleni in Bengal P It is very acute especially 
at the present moment. Bt'iigal requires annually 50 crores maunds of ricje*^ 
for its people. Bengal at ])resent does not grow this amount. We find 
that of the re(|uireinent of 50 crores maunds of rice, Bengal grows only 47 
crores maunds and tin* other 14 crores used to be imported from Burma. 
But that source has be(*n stoj)p(*d at least for the present. So an increased 
outturn of paddy croiJ is very necessary. 44iis resolution deals with that 
very vital question end asks tlie (lovernment to bring into cultivation the 
waste land that is lying fallow. By .sp(*nding Its. 10 lakhs, this fallow land 
could be brought under cultivation. {Considering from that point of view, 
I think that this resolulion should be accepted by the House. Other 
provinces are spending crores and crores of rupees. The amendment whicdi 
has been moved by my friend llai Sahib J. M. Sen is also good. If (lovern- 
ment do not want to commit itself to spending sm^h a large sum annually, 
they may accept the amendment which may mean a lakh of rupees or 
Bs. 50,000 even. So, it is a modest request and should be accepted by the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge. 

Rija Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA, of Nashipur: Sir 

I rise to extend my suppoit to the amendment which has been so ably moved 

Day friend to the left. We do not w'ant to embarrass the Government 
by mentioning a definite sum for expenditure, demanded in the 
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original resolution. The original resolution wants Ks. lO lakhs to be set 
apart for this purpose only. But in view of the fact that we are passing 
through times of great financial stringency, we do not w’ant to impose such 
a heavy burden on the Government but would like to give them a free hand 
in this matter. We desire that the Government should launch upon a 
suitable proje(.*t for this purpose at an early date. During war time it may 
not be possible tor Government to sj^end such a large sum of money; it may, 
again, be considered desirable by the Government to avail themselves of the 
present opportunity afforded by war situation to spend more money. So, it 
would be expedient not to mention any definite amount for being spent in 
this (connection. But we would like to have an assurance from Government 
that as much as possible would be spent for this purpose. Government may 
say that the principle is accepted but they should take every possible step 
to facilitate ‘the matter. Mere assurance will not satisfy us. If you, Sir, 
look to the other provinces — especially, the Punjab — you will see there has 
been vast irrigation development. They are turning out bumper crop with 
the help of their irrigation projects — their country is richer in production 
and richer in wealth. They have turned deserts into (‘ultivable lands by 
means of irrigation. Rut here there is a general complaint that the Irriga- 
tion l)e])artment is lagging behind in the matter of planning and executing 
well-thought-out schemes. I do not blame the present Mirastry alone but 
the ])ast Ministry also had done nothing to develop irrigation in this 
province. The past Ministry took time to examnie the possibilities of 
the different ])rojects and could do nothing. It is high time that Govern- 
ment should formulate some definite and workable scheme for develo''’ng 
the irrigation of this province. Government is clamouring to grow more 
food. But for growing more food w^e (cannot depend op rain alone. We 
m\iHt take some vstep so that in case of failure of rain or drought or flood, 
we may be able to grow more food a(ccording to our re(iuirement8. This 
is a proposition which involves no financial liability on the part of 
Government. If w^e can cope successful!,, wdth these measures, the return 
of crops will be sufficient to meet the expenditure. A successful irrigation 
scheme will give a good return of money, health and prosperity. 

With these few words, I support the amendment and I also support the 
principle of the original resolution. 


Mn LALlf CHANDRA DA8: Sir, my friend Rai Sahib Jatiiuira 
Mohan Sen has moved an amendment that in place of the definite sum of 
Rs. 10 lakhs sufiicieiit money should be allotted. I submit, Sir, that the 
food problem is a great problem in Bengal. We are feeling the necessity 
of the reclamation of culturable waste lands so much now that we cannot 
allow this resolution to pass without making our own remarks on it. Sir, 
things are happening in Bengal which never happened in Bengal before. 
The price of rice and other necessaries of life has gone up to such an extent 
that people cann(4 afford to get enough to keep body and soul together. 
There is scarcity of rice even in East Bengal districts which were well- 
known for surplus production of rice. Rice has been selling there at 
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Rs. 18 a maund which is unheard of in the history of Ben^ral. Now, if 
these culturable waste lands can be brought under cultivation and steps are 
duly taken by Government to see that more food is grown on those lands, 
then. Sir, the j)roblem of food-scarcity can be easily solved. Sir, what ie 
urged- in this resolution is that Government should take some steps for small 
irrigational projects in Eastern and North Bengal for the purpose of 
reclaiming all culturable waste lands, lands that are lying fallow. That is 
the underlying principle of this resolution and the principle is such that it 
commends itself to us. The Opposition has demanded that lls. 10 lakhs 
should be allotted for this purpose. But the difficulty with respect to this 
consists in the fact that in the absence of any scheme Government cannot 
sanction money, whether the amount is big or small. So, I think if the 
mention of the sum of Rs. 10 lakhs is deleted and sufficient scope is left to 
the Government to deal wiih the situation, the resolution becomes accept- 
able. So, my friend Rai Sahib Jatindra Mohan Sen’s amendment is very 
suitable and 1 support the amendment. 


MTi W, B. G. LAIDLAW: Sir, on behalf of my party 1 should like 
also to express our full sympathy wdth the resolution as amended by Rai 
Sahib Jatindra Mohan Sen. We feel that in present conditions Govern- 
ment can hardly refuse to take any measure which will aid the production 
of foodstutfs in the immediate future. Mr. Das has already spoken of the 
high price of foodstutfs and there is widespread hardship from that source, 
and, seems to me that it is a matter w'hich (Government must place well 
in the forefront of all its deliberations. My recollection is that some years 
ago a contour survey w'as undertaken. It seems to me that the findings of ^ 
that committee are before Government and it ought t(» be very much 
simpler for Government to undertake the tyj)e of scheme* which the mover 
has in mind. 


The Hon’ble Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, as 1 have already 
expressed in connection with the previous re.solution, the irrigation problem 
of Bengal is different from ihe other provin(*es. My Iriend Khan Bahadur 
Saiyed Muazzaniuddiii Hosain has said that by small irrigational projects 
he means a here and a there. Well, Sir, there is no prim^iple 

invol ’cd in tliis resolution w'hich, on behalf of the Government, I am 
reluctant to aceejit. The principle is already there and my friend is well 
aware that every year Government has been spending large amounts on 
small irrigational projects. 

Sir, referring to the bigger problem of irrigation, in my Budget speech 
before the Assembly 1 made a comprehensive survey of this problem 
in this province and T related before the House tliat so far as it lies in my 
powder I Avill do everything to solve this im])ortant problem. It is very well- 
known that if proper irrigation wrork is done in Bengal, then the health 
problem will be solved, the food problem will be solved and many other 
problems will be .solved. These irrigation works would require a vast 
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Mambars absant. 

The following inenibers were absent iron, the meeting held on the 20th 
Noveniber, 1942: — 

(1) Khan llahadin Kaziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Altai* Ali. 

(;i) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(4) Kai Bahadur K. €. Banerjee. 

(•')) Mr. S. €. Cliakraverti. 

(()) Air. Hainidii] Huq Chowdhury. 

(7) Mr. HuinaMiii Beza Chowdhurv. 

<8) Mr. B. C. Dalta. 

(9) Ml. K. C. Datta. 

(1(J) Mr. K. K. Butia. 

(11) Khan Baha<liir Alhaj Kliwaja Muhammad Esmail. 

(121 Mr. B. \V. N. Ferguson. 

(1‘^) Mi‘. MolTamed Hussain. 

(14) Khan Bahadur Mohd. Asaf Khan. 

(15) Maulana Mohd. Akram Khan. 

(l(i) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(17) Mr. N. N. Mookerjee. 

(18) Dr. B. K. Mookerjee. 

(19) Mr. B. Bal Cliowdhury. 

(29) Khan Bahadur Muklesur Bahanian. 

(21) Dr. K. S. Bay. 

(22) Bai Bahadur Badhica Bhusan Boy. 

(23) Mr. B. K. Boy Chowdhury. 

(241 Mr. K. (*. Boy Chowdhury. 
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The Council met in tlie Legislative Chamber of the l.egislutivo Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Monday, the 2f‘lrd November, 1942, at 2-15 p.m., being 
the twenty-fourth day of the Second Session of 1942, iiursuant to section 
02(2} (a) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mjr. Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Ahdul Hamid Ciiowdhuiiy) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Agricultural labourers. 

74. Khan Bsliafliir 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08SAIN: Will the 
Hon’ We Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department 
be pleased to state — 

(a) whether jute restriction has adversely affected the agricultural 
lalx)urers ; 

(h\ whether agricultural labourers were getting on an average of not 
leas than Rs.lh per acre as wages for weeding and reaping of jute 
crops and whether they have been deprived of most of it on 
account of jute regulation; 

(c) whether he has calculated the total loss of agricultural labourers on 

account of jute regulation last year; and 

(d) how the Hon’ble Minister proposes to compensate the agricultural 

labourers for the loss? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) No. 

(b) The averajge income of agricultural labourers varied from Ils.l2 to 
B8.15. The agricultural labourers were not deprived of their income as 
they had employment on lands set free from jute for growing of substitute 
crops. 

(c) and (d) Do not arise. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 
Hoiv’ble Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that for growing jute 
thfe iabour wanted is three times than that for growing paddy. 
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The Honlito Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Of tkis I am aware 

that it is somewhat higher than that for .paddy. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: May 1 refer 

the Hon’ble Minister to Mr. Carbery’s (the Director of Agriculture) 
statement in which he said that the average cost of cultivation of an acre 
of jute is from Rs. 75 to Rs. 120 and that of paddy is only Rs. 21 to Rs. 33, 
so it is at least three times, if not four times. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Ma ABDUL KARIM: I would express 
no opinion on that point now. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Am I to take 
it then that the Hon'ble Minister in charge of Agriculture is not aware 
what is the cost of cultivation of jute and what is the cost of cultivation of 
paddy? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: We are generally 
aware of the approximate cost, hut we cannot vouchsafe for the accuracy of 
the figures given. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN.- Is it not three 
times higher than that of paddy at least? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Experience has 
shown that such figures cannot be taken as absolutely correct, for they are 
very approximate. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Even if they 
are approximate, it must be at least two times of the labour charge, and 
so are not the agriculturists being deprived of the land being utilised for 
better crop at cheaper cost, namely, paddy instead of jute? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Might possibly be. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, the 
Hon^ble Minister states that the average income varied from Rs. 12 to 
Rs. 15. But he has not said whether this is the annual income or monthly 
income. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I cannot answer 
that without investigration. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Unfortun- 
ately. Sir, the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur is not present and it is not expected 
to have answers to our questions from the Education Minister. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: Then what was the use of his under- 
taking the task of answering this question? 
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Sugar shortage. 

42. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS (on behalf of Mr. Naresh Nath 
Mookorjoo): (a) TV ill the Hon’ble M'uister in charp^e of the Commerce 
and Labour Department be pleased to state what steps the Government 
propose to take to meet the situation created by the sugar shortage in the 
province ? 

(h) Is it a fact that difficulties in railway transport from Bihar is 
responsible for this shortage? 

(c) If so, do the Government propose to arrange ^or its conveyance by 
any other alternative route or method of transport? 

(d) Is it a fact that sugar permits to Bengal have been issued on the 
Bihar mills only bj^ the Government of India? 

(e) Do the Government propose to ask the Government of India to 
transfer these permits on mills in the United Provinces? 

(/) What are the reasons which led the Government to remove the 
control on the price and sale of sugar? 

(g) Was it due to any defect in the machinery : If so, do the Govern- 
ment propose to take steps to improve the machinery and restore the control 
on sugar prices and sales? 

(h) Do the Government propose to appoint a Committee of Members of 
both Houses of the Legislature as well as experts to give advice and serve 
as a check on any machinery that may be set up for rationing and/or control 
in the sale of sugar? 

% 

(i) Is there any likelihood of more sugar being available to the people 
of this province in the near future? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca); Since the answers 
were sent to the Press there have been some developments and I am giving 
the House modified answers to some extent. 

(a) Government have taken steps to accelerate the supply of sugar and 
to improve the system of distribution. So far as the districts are concerned, 
50 per cent, of the sugar in the Bengal mills has been placed under the 
disposal of Government, and a zonal scheme for the distribution of this 
sugar among a large number of districts has been drawn up. According to 
this scheme all the districts have been allotted quotas up to the limits of 
which they can draw on sugar at the disposal of Government. In 
Calcutta, Government have opened 140 approved retail shops through 
which they are making available small quantities of sugar to the individual 
consumers. These steps have eased the sugar position appreciably and 
reduced the hardships to consumers. 

ib) Tes. 
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(c) Government are endeavouring to do their best in consultation with 
the Railway authorities and steamer companies. No other means of 
conveyance seems to be practicable at present. 

(d) All the mills but two are situated in Bihar. The exceptions are 
two United Provinces mills. 

(e) Government took up the matter with the Sugar Controller of the 
Government of India some time ago, but the latter has been unable to issue 
any additional permits on United Provinces factories. • 

(f) Controlled prices have not been removed. Control over the distri- 

bution and sale in retail, that is, to individual consumers was removed 
because Government did not possess the organisation necessary to control 
so large and complicated a trade efficiently. ' 

((/) Yes. The setting up of a new machinery is under discussion with 
the trade. 

(h) No. 

(i) Supplies are now increasing, and if there is no further dislocation in 
transport, they are likely to improve in the near future. 

Supply of ricop etc. 

43. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon^ble Minister in 
charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state whether 
Government are aware of the anxieties of the people of the Province due to 
want of the regular supply and availability of rice and other necessaries of 
life and of the prohibitive prices thereof? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to make a statement showing 
steps already taken and steps intended to be taken by the Government to meet 
the situation? 

(c) Do Government propose to appoint a Standing Advisory Committee 
to advise the Government to meet the situation? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadurp of Dacca): (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes, statement already made. 

(c) A general advisory committee already exists. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government is aware that in Comilla prices of rice rose up 
to lls. 15 per maund? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes, that is so. 
The prices shot up only for a short time, according to official information. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in 
Mymensingh it shot up to Rs. 18. 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Yes, that is so; 

in some areas and all that the Government could do under the circumstances 
was to send about 25,000 maunds of rice to Tippera and 60,000 maunds in 
Hymensingh. 

Mr^ LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to answer the second part of question (5)P Will he make a statement, 
showing steps taken and steps intended to be taken? This has not been 
answered. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: The answer is: 
‘‘statement is already made on the floor of the House”. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I want to know what steps are intended 
to be taken to meet the situation? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Government are 
taking all possibly steps to ease the situation. 

Disturbances at Bhanga. 

47. Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN (on behalf of Mr. Humayun 
Kabir): Will the Hon ’hie Minister in charge of the Home Department 

be pleased to state — 

(a) the circumstances leading to the death of a Police Sub-InB])ector at 

Bhanga in the district of Faridpur; 

(b) the total number of casualties among the police and the )>ublic; 

(c) the total number of i)erHon8 arrested after the incident; 

(d) how many of such arrested i)eraous are lawyers, teachers and 

students ; 

(e) if any of the arrested persons have been released on bail? and 

(/) what steps the Government have taken to ensure that no communal 
trouble may arise out of the incident? 


MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hofi’ble 
Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (a) Sub-Inspector Ruhini Ghosh died as the result 
of a murderous and brutal assault upon him by members of an unlawful and 
violent procession which he was engaged in dispersing in the performance 
of his duty, 

(h) Police— 1 killed and 9 injured. 

Public — So far as known 13 injured. 


(c) 64. 
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{d) Lawyers — 2. 

Teachers — 3. 

Students — ^27. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) There is no communal tension at present. The situation is being 
watched. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN; Will the Chief Minister be 
pleased to state what was the common object of the unlawful and violent 
procession for which the firing was made? 

i 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The incident took place some 
time ago. I forget what it was. 

Rai Sahib ilATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Will the Minister be pleased 

to state the approximate number of people which composed the unlawful 
procession P 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K.. FAZLUL HUQ: Speaking fr 5 )m memory, about 
150 persons. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Is it the information of the 
Hon’bie Chief Minister that the lawyers and teachers and the students, who 
were arrested, formed part of the procession? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Question {d) refers to arrests 
of persons. They were arrested by the police on information then at their 
disposal. That does not necessarily mean that they had taken part or it 
•has been proved that they had been in the procession. Many of them have 
since been let off. 

Rai Sahib ilATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Is there any case pending 
against lawyers, teachers and students? 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I would like to have notice as 
to the present position so far as these cases are concerned. 

Bhati area. 

S2. Khan Bahadur S. M. HOSAIN; Will the Hon’bie Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

# 

(a) what amount was spent in each thana of the Kishoreganj hhaU area 
in the Mymensingh district in each month since the starting of 
the relief operation there, separately under the heads — 

(1) agricultural loan, 

(2) the gratuitous relief, and 

(3) the te^i relief works; 
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{b) what is the number of disabled indigents and helpless Indigent 
orphans in each thana of the bhati area, and whether they are in 
receipt of weekly or fortnightly doles; if not, why not; 

^c) what is the number of able-bodied indigent women who were hitherto 
in receipt of paddy doles, and if any work on gratuitous relief 
has been provided for them ; if not, why not ; 

(d) whether the Government are aware that a large number of indigents 

were living on quoi (an aquatic plant) throughout December, 
last ; 

(e) whether they are aware that with the sowing of boro even quoi has 
• disappeared ; 

(/) whether they are aware that the disabled indigents are dying of 
starvation ; 

(g) whether it is a fact that subsistence loans had to he given to the 
agriculturists of the bhati area four or five times up till November 
last; and 


(h) whether the ‘ Government are aware that a detailed jdot-to-plot 
enquiry was made in the Ashtagram thana last year, and it was 
found that the cultivation of rabi crops had decreased by more 
than 75 jier cent, since the District Settlement operations!' 


MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee): (a) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(5) Gratuitous relief in regular doles w’ere given so long as necessary to 
all disabled indigents and lielpless indigent orjdians, and to all other persons 
who deserved such relief. 

Separate figures for each of these classes are not available. The total 
number of persons who received gratuitous relief in various thanas of the 
bhati area was as follows: — 

Bajitpur police-station 
Nikli police-station 
Katiadi police-station 
Tarail police-station 
Karimganj police-station 
Bhairab police-station 
Astagram police-station 
Itna police-station 

Total ... 31,265 


3,178 

4,761 

1,210 

1,308 

650 

1,732 

14,811 

3,615 
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(c) SeiMTBte figures for able-bodied indigent women are not ara^ble. 
lie total number of persons in receipt of paddy doles in the V8i?0UB thanas 
was as follows: — 


Bajitpur police-station 

... 

388 

N ikli police-st ati on 

.... 

... 1,621 

Eatiadi police-station 

... 

786 

Tarail police-station 

... 

488 

Earimganj police-station 

... 

420 

Astagram police-station 

... 

... 10,665 

Bhairab police-station 

... 

385 

Itna police-station 

Total 

... 1,277 

... 15,930 


In deserving cases gratuitous relief was continued up to March, 1942, and 
able-bodied women who could not go out for attending test works were 
given paddy doles. > 

(r/) Some persons eat this even in normal years. The number was 
slightly greater in 1941. 

(e) A small percentage had disappeared. 

(/) No. 

(//) Yes. Subsistence Joan was given in the bhati area three or font 
times before the 15th November, 1941. 

(/?) A detailed enquiry was made in police-station Astagram- to find out 
the extent to which the cultivable lands had gone out of cultivation, and it 
was ascertained that there had been a decrease of 18 per cent, in the net 
sown area, and 28 per cent, in the dofasli area. Separate figures for rabi 
crops are not available. 












Total. 
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Evaouatiofi of Civil population. 

5Sm Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the lleveiiue Department be pleased 
to Btfitte — 

(а) if there is any contemplation for com]>iilsory evacuation of the 

civil population in Calcutta; 

(б) if so, the probable date; 

(c) if he will please lay on the table a schedule and ordinary 
^ programme proposed by the (jovernment; and 

(i/) what sort of facilities will he ^iveii to the e\a(“uees by way of 
transport ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (o) No. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Rai Sahib JAViNDRA MOHAN SEN: Is the llon'ble Minister aware 
that some time ago the newspapers ventilated this question about the 
impending evacuation of the citizens of Calcutta? 

Tho Hon^blo Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE* 1 am not aware 
of the ventilation in any ])a]>er of the compulsory evacuation of the civil 
population in Calcutta. So far as I am aware, the question was canvassed 
in the press as to whether non-essential peojile should voluntarily go out 
of the town. That position still remains since the war is still on. 

Short-notice Question. 

Mr. J. B. ROSS: Sir, this morning I tabled a short-notice question for 
reply by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the llevenue Department. 1 
do not see it on the agenda, but I understand that the Whip of the Party 
mentioned the matter to the Hon’ble Minister who is prepared to agree to 
the question being admitted. I would ask your ])ermission to ask the 
question now. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am prepared 
to answer the question now. It is a short-notice question and under the 
rules it requires the formal sanction of the Hori’hle Minister to put it. 
The file on the subject was jmt up to me (»nly five minutes ago, hut I am 
prepared to answer it. 

Mr. J. B« ROSS: My question is this: (a) what is the total sum at 
pi^sent standing at credit of the Famine Relief Fund established under the 
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Bengal Famine Insurance Fund Act, 1937 ; (b) whether and to what extent 
expenditure is being incurred out of this fund for purposes of relief in the 
areas in the districts of Midnapore and 24-Pargana8 affected by the recent 
cyclone and tidal wave; (c) if not, what are the reasons for not using this 
fund for these purposes? , 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: (1) The amount 
standing at the credit of the Famine Insurance Relief Fund on the 31st 
March, 1940, was 15,08,717-2. 

(2) This fund has not yet been drawn upon. 

(3) The fund is an emergency reserve to be used when no m^ey . is 
available from the ordinary budget. 

At present all expenditure is being met out of the current budget. 
Therefore it has not been found necessary to draw upon the fund. 

Mr. J. B. R088: Will the Hon’ble Minister give us an assurance that 
the expenditure which is being met out of the public fund is not curtailed 
to suit the budget position and could not this money which is in this account 
be also utilised? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: This is a 
question the answer to which belongs to the Finance Department. I can 
give no assurance of the character asked for by my honourable friend myself. 
But his suggestion will certainly be borne in mind. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Sir, I ask for permission to put 
a short-notice question of which 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Let me first ascertain 
whether Government will be pleased to answer a question on the floor of 
the House. When did you give notice of this question? 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: About an hour before the 
sitting commenced today, and it belongs to the Home Department. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is the Hon’ble the Home Minister 
prepared to answer the question? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Let him first put the question, 
Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Dr. Mookerji, you may put your 
question. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: All right, Sir. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state the precise 
authority which h responsible for the arrest of Mr. Kiran Shankar Boy, 
the Leader of the Bengal Congress Parliamentary Party? ^ 
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Mr* DEPUTY PRESIDENT* Is the Hon'ble the Home Minister 
prepared to reply this question today? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL Hi>Q: No, Sir. 

0 

DFo RADHA KUMUD MOOKERiII: May I know when I may the 
reply P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; Tomorrow. 

Ruling on the point of order raised in connection with the adjournment 
motion regarding KishoreganJ firing. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. I now proceed to p^ive my riilinj^ on the 
adjournment motion on the Kishoreganj firing incident. 

On the 2nd November last Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin llosain^ 
Leader of the Opposition, sought to move for adjournment of the Council “to 
discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the shooting 
by the police on a peaceful Muslim crowd within the premises of the Purana 
Thana mosque in ^[ishoreganj town in Mymenaingh (listrict on the night of 
the 19th October, 1942, at 11 p.m. resulting in 4 deaths and 10 persons 
injured,** After I admitted the motion, the mover formally moved the 
same and when I was about to fix a time for discussion on it, the 
Hon*ble the Chief Minister, who is also the Home Minister, took objection 
on the ground that the matter liad become sub judice and consequently no 
discussion could be allowed. I fully agree with the Hon*ble the mover of 
the motion that the issue raised in his motion is of urgent public importance 
which has caused a deep stir in the minds of the public and I also admit 
that on a serious matter like this the discussion should ordinarily 
be allowed in the discharge of my imperative duty to zealously guard the 
rights and jirivileges of the House; hut I must at tlie same time confess 
to the limitations imposed on the Chair by the rules and procedure of the 
business. 

The Hon’ble the Chief Minister in support of his objection referred to 
sub-clause (c) of rule 89 read with sub-clause (v) of rule 99 of the Bengal 
Legislative Council Procedure Rules which lays down in clear and 
unambiguous language: that no motion shall he admissible if it refers to 
any matter which is under adjudication by a court of law. Thus, it appears 
that the decision of the point raised by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
hinges on the determination of the fact if the motion for adjournment 
involves discussion of a matter sub judice. 

In the course of his elaborate statement the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
states (to quote in his own language) “My friend the Leader of the 
Opposition has said that he has got it from Mr. Israil that there is no 
police investigation, no case has been started, nothing of the matter and 
thali the whole thing is a bluf in order to oust the jurisdiction of the 
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House. To that, 1 may say that my information is definite that this case 
has been started, police investigations have been completed and charge- 
sheets have been submitted, and the matter is not now in the hands of the 
police but it is now before a court of law. My information. Sir, is Govern- 
ment information. I claim that you will be pleased to accept thaii infor- 
mation as correct unless there is anything before you definitely to say 
that my information is wrong and I take the full responsibility when I 
say before the House that the matter is suh judice at the present moment.’’ 
Thus, the Hon’ble the Chief Minister takes entire responsibility upon him- 
self and affirms on the floor of the House in definite and unequivocal terms 
that the subject-matter of the motion forms the subject of a judicial pro- 
ceeding now pending in the court of law, which contention has, however,' 
been challenged. Under the same or similar circumstances there is a ruling 
of the Hon’ble the Speaker of the House of Commons noted in page 324 
of the May’s Parliamentary Practice to the effect that the ‘‘explicit state- 
ment of the Prime Minister must be accepted.” This decision of the 
Speaker of the House of Commons lends fullest support to the view that 
in the absence of my proof to the contrary, the positive statement of the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister has to be accepted as true: which amounts to 
this that this House has to accept the position that a judicial proceeding 
regarding the subject-matter of the motion of adjournment is pending. I 
feel my powers are limited and my discretion is fettered by the rules of 
business framed by this very House which has been referred to by the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister, as stated before. Thus, in spite of my full 
sympathy with the mover of the motion, I feel that my hands are tied up. 

Incidentally, I may refer to the Kulkati case which came up for dis- 
cussion before the Bengal Legislative Council in 1927, In that case no^ 
objection whatsoever was taken on the ground of the matter being suh judice. 
But the motion was admitted and discussion allowed by the Hon’ble the 
President, although towards the conclusion of the debate on that motion the 
Hon’ble the Finance Member w’ho represented the Government had to refer 
to the disability he had to encounter in giving a detailed account of the 
circumstances leading to the firing on account of the pendency of the 
judicial proceedings arising out of the action of a certain person. 

The Hon’ble the Chief Minister has fully explained why he could not 
raise the objection at the very outset. There is a direct ruling, however, 
on this point given in the Central Asvsembly by the Hon’ble the President, 
Sir Abdur Rahim. On the 24th February, 1938, an adjournment was 
moved in the Central Assembly which was admitted by the Hon’ble the 
President and was fixed to be taken up on the next day when the Leader 
of the House (Sir N. Sircar) informed the President that the 

matter had become sub judice as a charge-sheet had been put up before the 
Magistrate. The President thereupon ruled that the matter being 
suh judice could not be discussed in the House. The present case is on all 
fours with the one just cited. Thus, it is obvious that the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister is not out of order in raising his objection at a later stage. 
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The Opposition members have themselves admitted the jurisdiction of 
the House as completely shut out if the subject-matter of the motion is 
covered by the judicial proceedings; but the only point on which they 
express their doubt is whether the scope of the alleged judicial proceedings 
covers the same ground as the motion. ' In this connection, 1 again take 
the liberty of quoting from the statement of the HouM)le the Chief 
Minister : 

“Sir, I submit that the House is going io discuss the very points which 
would arise in the court as to whether a ])iocessi()n wi<h music had ever 
passed by the route leading to the mo<(jiU‘; whetlier a settlement between 
the Hindus and Muslims were arrived at, what were the terms the 

settlement; were there any variations from that, etc. I have already 

stated all the facts of the case before the House and now whether the 

firing has been justified, whether more force was used than necessary in 

self-defence — all these points will arise belore the court. It one point 
w^hich is common is brought under the discussion of the House, then, 1 
submit, Sir, that one single point would shut the jurisdiction of tjit* 
House”. ^ 

The Hon’ble the Chief Minister’s assurance, that the scope of the two 
issues is the >ame, is thus a complete and etfectual answer to the point 
raised by the Opposition. It has been urged by the Opposition that 1 
should call for papers regarding the alleged judicial proceedings for the 
purpose oi verificati(»n of the statement of the Hon’blc the ('hiet Minister; 
but in the face of the ruling of the Hou’ble the Speaker of the House ol 
Commons as referred to above and in the absence of any precedent for such 
a course either in the Central or in any Provincial I^egislature, 1 not only 
consider that procedure as unwarranted but also believe that such a course 
vriW not serve, any useful purpose, as the papers are not likel> t(^ reach me 
before the prorogation of the House. 11, however, the ()j)position are in a 
position to justify their doubts as U) the accuracy of the information 
conveyad to this House, Legislative Rules are wide enough for the redress 
of their grievances. 

Under the above circumstances 1 feel sure that none in this House 
would de.sire me to tres])ass upon the domain oi tin* law court whicli is 
expected very soon to make it.s pronouncenumt on the very same issue us 
has been raised before this House. I, therefore, feel eonstrained to 
disallow the discussion of the motion for adjoiirnmeiil . 


Adjournment Motions. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: 1 have go* molion in itiy name. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT; I am comiiiR to that. There is a motion 
which 'has been tabled by Khan Sahib Abiil Qnasem askiiiK ‘-the House 
to adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public import- 
ance, namely, the arbitrary conduct of the District Magistrate of Mymen- 
iii^b in sending out telegraphic orders to Subdivisional Officer to pass 

66 
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procession with music by the side of the Puran Than a mosque at Kishore- 
ganj on the night of 19th October without giving the l^urfim cx)mmunity 
a hearing and without considering the documentary evidence showing the 
terms of amicable settlement of the preceding year/’ 

But I think this motion covers the same ground as the other adjourn- 
ment motion which has just been disposed of. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Not at all 

Sir. It is quite separate. 

Mfi DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: But if you cannot refer to the conse- 
quences of the order of the District Magistrate it will not serve any purpose 
and it will be of no use to discuss the matter. However I should like to 
hear you Khan Sahib and then I shall decide. 

Khan 8ahib ABUL QUA8EM: Here, Sir, in this adjournment motion I 
want to raise a discussion of a matter which is not and cannot 
be suh judice. It relates to the conduct of the District Magistrate in 
passing orders by telegraph to the Subdivision al Officer to allow the 
procession to pass with music without giving the Muslim community a 
hearing which they had asked for. They had, through thaiir two representa- 
tives, the two local Muslim M.L.A.’s, sent a wire to the District Magis- 
trate referring particularly to the previous year’s amicable settlement 
between the Muslims on the one side and the person who was seeking 
permission to allow the procession to j)ass with music this year. But 
without any reply being sent to the wire and rather ignoring it, the District 
Magistrate telegraphed to the Subdivisional Officer saying that his previous 
orders should be complied with. Now, Sir, the District Magistrate is not 
going to be tried by a court of law, but those only who were alleged to 
have taken part in the alleged unlawful assembly ; and 1 am giving you a 
definite undertaking that I am not going to traverse any ground which 
will prejudice the cases which may be before the court. I want this 
House to consider simply the conduct of the District Magistrate in not 
giving a hearing to the Muslim community and not considering the docu- 
mentary evidence showing the terms of the amicable settlement of the 
preceding year between the two parties. He passed orders asking the 
Subdivisional Officer to carry out his previous orders. So, I submit. Sir, 
that it will not cover the same ground of the cases which are said to have 
been instituted. 

The Hon’Ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Under rule 97 a motion for 
adjournment of the business of the Council may be moved for the purpose 
of discussing a definite matter of urgent public importance^ Three condi- 
tions have got to be satisfied — it must be a definite matter: it must be a 
matter of public importance : and it must be a mailer of urgency. 
Assuming that it is a definite matter, namely, the conduct, as it is put 
down “arbitrary conduct of the District Magistrate of Mymensingh”, — a 
definite matter and of public importance. But I submit, Sir, that there 
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is no urgency. It comes to the discussion of the conduct of a public* servant 
under certain circumstances. As I have already stated in course of the 
history of the incident I gave to the House the other day. the District 
Magistrate passed certain orders under certain circumstances. It is evident 
that the District Magistrate's orders superseding the order of tlie Subdivi- 
srnnal Officer will also be discussed in the case. I submit, Sir, that after 
these cases are over. Government will have to consider whether the District 
Magistrate's actions were justified or whether it was improper or even 
arbitrary. There is nothing in the statement which 1 made and nothing, 
I submit, Sir, can be in the possession of any honourable member of the 
House which will show prim/i facie that the conduct of the District Magis- 
trate was^ unjustified. I submit that the discussion at this stage would 
prejudice the officer himself and would also prejudice the enquiries now 
before the court. I may also point out with utmost respect to the esteemed 
mover of the motion that motions like these tabled by an honourable 
member of the Op]K>sition ( an never be expected to be discussed with 
smoothness and without some amount of bitterness. These motions are 
meant to criticise the actions of Government and no amount of giianintee 
can be given by the mover to protect the officer from unjustified remarks, 
statements or accusations at the time of the discussion of this motion. 
Neither can the f^fficer defend himself by answering those charges here. 
What the District Magistrate has done has been done and it will be for the 
Government in the first instance to decide what to do with that officer, after 
enquiries are made into his canduot. Before all the^e are done, T submit, 
it would be unfair and prejudicial to allow a discussion at this stage. 

Ktiwi Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, I shall first deal with the 
question whether it has any \irgency. Next whether it is a definite matter 
of public importance. You will remember, Sir, on that last occasion when 
it first came up for discussion, you were pleased to waive the question of 
urgency but perhaps the Hon'ble the Chief Minister is not aware of this 
fact. Now he has dragged in the question of sub judice in order to prevent 
the discussion of a definite and urgent matter of public importance. We 
in the Opposition are fully aware of the fact as anybody else that sub judice 
matter should not be discussed, because that will prejudice the fair trial 
of the case in a court of law. AVe do not want that. The Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister has said that sub judice matter may incidentally be taken 
up. That will not do. You, Sir, must be satisfied whether the facts we 
have mentioned are going to be investigated thoroughly in the law court. 
It is a question which has agitated, Sir, I should say, at least one section 
of the House and Muslim feeling throughout the province has been deeply 
stirred and the Hon’ble the Chief Minister wants, for reasons, not clear 
and adequate, "to shut out the discussion of this motion. AA^e ere in the 
Opposition and we have a duty by the Muslim public. I submit again 
that the discussion would not prejudice the subject-matter of the trial. 
Particularly, the adjournment motion standing in my name has nothing 
to do with the case to be investigated by the court of law. It is a different 
matter altogether. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister has refrained from 
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saying anything as to the sei^tion under which people have been cbaisgfied 
and whether actually matters covered by the case are likely to come ui^er 
discussion. He has beautifully left it entirely vague. He simply wants 
to shut out discussion. Sir, I humbly and respectfully submit that the 
Chair is the guardian of the rights and privileges of the House. This is 
the only forum in which we can discuss this matter. It has been said that 
it affects the conduct of a public officer. That, under the rules, cannot be 
au objection. We will not say things which have no relation to the public 
conduct of an officer as such. So far as the conduct of the' officer is con- 
cerned, the Chief Minister has himself referred to this matter in his 
statement. We want an elucidation which Government ought to be in a 
position to vouchsafe to the House and by shutting out the discussion, 
Government is going to draw, most unreasonably though, a veil over a 
matter which the House has a right to have cleared up. Sir, it is 
improper and unconvincing, — the way in which discussion on this subject 
is going to be shut. I protest. 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The ( hief Minister has not 
raised objection on the ground of sub judice, 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes, that is the objection which he 
raised. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir. the Chief Minister said 
that the Government is the proper authority to punish an officer. We know 
how they have punished this officer — by promoting him to the Secretariat — 
and giving him an increment of Rs. 5(K). 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That has no hearing on the present 
adjournment motion. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: This is the manner iii which 
they are going to punish the officer. I certainly object to the manner in 
which Government is trying to shut out discussion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Have you got anything to say on the 
question of admissibility? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, prejudicing the prospect 
of uu officer is a ground on which the Chief Minister wants to shut out the 
discussion. There cannot be any ground whatsoever, even if it affects the 
prospect of an officer. Rule 89 of our rules inter alia says: “it shall not 
contain argument, inferences or ironical expressions, nor shall it refer to 
the (’onduct or chara<‘ter of persons except in their official or public 
capacity”. 

That cannot be any bar to our discussing this matter. In any I’q.solu- 
tion you can discuss the official conduct of public servants. The Chief 
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MiAisier, in raising the objection, stated that lie will be dealt with by 
Government and as -such the Council had not the right to discuss the 
conduct of the officer concerned. I submit. Sir, the motion should not be 
ruled out of order. As regards urgency,' you have decided in our favour. 
The other two grounds that should come in for consideration arc that the 
matter should be definite and of public importance. The Hon’ble ihe (^hief 
Minister has admitted that it is definite and important, and the other 
ground, namely, that of urgency, has been accepted by you. Sir. Thert*- 
fore, there is no other ground on which the adjournment imdion can he 
disallowed. The only ground on which the (Miief Minister’s objection was 
based was that criticism of an offic‘er of (joveriiment in his alwence might 
affect his ,“pros])ects”. •But, as 1 have pointed out before, the Chief 
Minister has anticipated this by giving the officer in question j>romoth)ii 
to the Secretariat. Therefore, so far as that point is concerned, I must 
say that even if the subject relates to the prosjiects of an officer, the House 
cannot be debarred from raising a discussion on that matter. In this 
connection, may 1 cite a precedent? It is the well-known incident at 
Kulkati in which case also a member of the Indian Civil Service wuis 
involved, and an adjournment motion in respecd of which was allowed by 
the President of the old Legislative (Nnincil wdth the remark tliai tins matter 
must he cohsiderecT in all its aspects. That decision w^as rightly given and 
even at that time w’hen a bureaucratic and irresj>ousible (foverninent w’as 
ruling Bengal, the (government did not stand in the way of the discussion of 
that motion, involving as it did discussion of the conduct of one of their 
senior I.C.S. officers. They had the good sense not to shut out a discus- 
sion of that mattei 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. At the very outset, 1 
should like to say thai if I could admit the motion otlierwdse, 1 w(mld not 
have raised the ground of urgency. Apart from the grounds put forward 
by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister iii support of his objection, there are 
other points which are crowding into my mind in consideration of which 
I think that T cannot admit the motion. I liave already told the House 
that this motion prcatically covers the same ground 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, before you give ymir 
ruling, may I know’ your points so that I may answer them? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order that tin's motion 

practically covers the same ground, although it has been worded in 
different language. In fact, the conduct of an individual officer cannot 
be held to raise issues of grave public interest unless the consequences 
resulting from the same are taken into consideration. The moment we 
take up the consideration of the action of an individual officer, we apply 
our mind to the consequences of the acts attributed to him and the subject- 
matter of discussion of this motion reduces itself to the same issue. Then, 
I would also like to refer to a ruling given by the Hon’ble President of 
the Central Legislative Assembly, Sir Abdur Rahimt In a similar case 
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-ItitHMiit by the Hon’bie Leader of the House regarding allH^ polioa 
excesses in the Balurghat subdivision. 

Rki Sahib ilATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Sir, the Leader of the House 
promised to make a statement with regard to the Balurghat incidents. 
You remember, Sir, that my motion was an adjournment motion and iu 
that motion I indicated three points on whicli I desired to raise discus- 
sion. You, Sir, at that time gave your ruling that in view of a precedent 
of the late President, an adjournment motion frov* a member who is 
supporting the Government, was not desirable. On the (»tlier hand, he 
should nvove for i)apers to be produced bef(»re the House. I said tlien that 
I would be satisfied if a statement were made witli regard to ihose three 
points. I am informed by the Hoirble Leader of the House that he is in 
a position to make that statement today. 

DEPUTY PRESIDENT: You want to mention the pcdnts on 
which he will reply? 

Rai Sahib ilATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Yes, Sir. With your pennis- 
eion I may mention the points which have arisen out of the incident which 
took place at Balurghat. On the morning of the 14th Se])tember last a 
mob consisting of about 7 or 8 thousand ])eople entered the Balurghat town 
by crossing the ferr> over the Atrai river at Dangighat, 2} miles from the 
town. Most of them carried gunny bags and hehukns (bambtfo carriers) 
and first went to the Subdivisional Officer at his bungalow^ and asked fi>r 
paddy as they were going without food. The Subdivisional Officer told 
them that he had written to the Government and when help w^ould arrive 
it would be distributed to them. They then went away from there and 
looted the several thousand maunds of paddy stocked in the Parsadanga 
cutchery premises. While the looting was going on a portion (»f the mob 
attacked the co-operative society building, the two civil court buildings 
and broke the doors open and set fire to them. The Sub-Registrar’s office 
which was located in a tin house wdth partially bri(‘k and mat walls was 
also set fire to and completely destroyed. The records of the (dvil courts 
were mostly destroyed. No resistance was offered by the police and no 
arrests were made then and there. The mob then left the town by the road 
by which they came after about 3 hours — at about 11 a.m. The river 
Atrai was then in full flood and it took about 4 hours for the mob to cross 
over in two ferry boats. By that time the District Magistrate and the 
Superintendent of Police w’ho were apprised of the invasion iu the town 
by the Subdivisional Officer 


Mf. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. I am very sorry to have 
to interrupt the honourable member. Instead of putting questions to the 
Hon’ble the Leader of the House it seems you are ^making a statement. 
Please state on what points you w’ant answers. 
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Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SENS All right, Sir. There was a 
raid by a mob of 7,000 to 8,000 people. Now, after that the police 
appeared on the spot and they began to search for the raiders. In course 
of the sear<;hes in those villages, viz., Moradanga, Sitaldanga in Pprsha 
police-station, Bonail and Noapara in Tapan police-station, etc., which 
were about 15 to 16 miles from the town of Balurghat, the police went to 
the houses of Scheduled Castes, Santhals, Uraons and they committed 
devastations in those houses and the District Magistrate and in some cases 
the Superintendent of Police were (‘amping nearby and ^o action was 
taken by them. They destroyed paddy, rice, pulses, etc., etc. 

At Moradanga a Muslim mob numbering about 200 or so under the 
leadership of Nasiruddin Sarkar of village Khanjanpur looted the houses 
of the Scheduled Caste inhabitants, Uraons and Santhals for 7 consecutive 
days carrying away articles worth several thousand rupees. They looted 
nearly 4,000 maunds rice, other food crops and took away corrugated iron 
sheets and so on and so forth. And all these were done for 7 oj* 8 conse- 
cutive days i hough the District Magistrate and the Superintendent of 
Poli(‘e were camping nearby at Sapahar Bungalow, three miles away from 
the places of oc(‘urrence. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: Is the honourable member speak- 
ing in support of his motion or what? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: He is asking for information with 
regard to some points. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: The last point on which I want 
answer from the Hon’ble the Leader of the House is the reason of shooting 
down to death of 3 Scheduled Caste Hindus and 1 Uraon and wounding 
several others in village Parlarhat by armed police by the orders of the Circle 
Inspector -of Tapan police-station — all these incidents having taken place 
in the last week of September, 1942. 

I want to know the circumstances under which the shooting was done 
and why? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Sir, I have got a 
repmi from which it appears that the Assistant Sub-Inspector of Police 
and three constable^ armed with two muskets and 20 rounds of ammunition 
reached the house of Fulchand Mandal at 4-00 hours in the morning. On 
being arrested Fulchand raised a hue and cry as a result of which a large 
number of Sonthals, llajbanshis and Uraons, armed with bows, arrows and 
lathts are said to have surrounded the small party and snatched away their 
muskets. Later the police officers were all beaten and a conference was held 
from that time till 14-00 hours to decide what should be done to the officers. 
At one time there appears to have been a proposal to burn them with kerosene 
and at another time to chop them to bits. Almost all the money carried was 
robbed and the policemen were assaulted. Finally better sense seems to have 
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prevailed and they were let oflf at about 2 p.iu. They were toreed to declare 
that they would give up their service under (lovennnent. At 9 a. in. on the 
24th instant news was received that the Circle lns])cctor, Tapan, had opened 
fire on a fairly large crowd; the Superintendent of Police hurried to Parila 
village where the occurrence was said to be taking place. On arrival he found 
that the Inspector and his party had returned to Tapan police-station. They 
held an enquiry into the matter. AVhat apj>arently hap])ened is that the 
Circle Inspector wa.s also rushing to rescue the Assistani Suh-lnspe( l(»r and 
his men but heard that they were safe. He halted for a lime in the house 
of Maulvi Jainir Ali, a local jofedar. A crowd of ubn’it dOO or 400 gathered 
led by some Congress volunteers. The <‘rowd challenged tlie police to come 
out and fight and threatened Jamir Ali lhat his house would he burnt if 
he allowed the police to continue there. On coming out. the Inspector 
found that the attitude of the mob was violent. They were incited by one 
Bhiren who is rate collector of the local TTnion Hoard. Tin* lns])ector asked 
them to dis])erse and warned them that he would open fire. The crowd 
refused to disper.se but on the <‘ontrary shot some arrows at the poliiu* party. 
About a hundred arrows were let off and the lnsi)eet(>r ii\ self-defence ordered 
the opening of fire. Seventy-six rounds wen* used and it is understood 
that five persons Jiave been injured, three of them tut ally. Small number 
of casualties is due to the fact that the mob enjoyecf’tin* advantage of coviu* 
behind some trees, hopping out now and again to shoot arrows. 

On the 2oth a police party marched through various villages and they 
were received wdth acclamation by the Miislim inhalbitants. Sonthals and 
Rajbanshis were naturally nowhere to be found. Searches for stolen arms 
and ammunition and for persons were cc^ntinued. 

On the 26th instant the Commissioner of Knjshahi and Deputy Inspector- 
General of Police came over to Sapahar and discussed the local situation. 
A detachment of the Eastern Frontier liifles very kindly sent by the 
In.spector-General of Police also reported to them that day. 

It may be mentioned that the Sonthals, the Rajhunsliis and TIraons around 
Saphar have been incited Congressmen to commit such lawdess activities. 
They were assured lhat the police w'ould never open fire and that muskeis 
were only meant as a show to frighten people. There have been many cases 
of paddy looting in this area and many Sonthals ami others from this 
part went to Balurghat on the 14th instant wdien various Government build- 
ings were damaged by a hooligan cniwd. The plague spot c,onsists <»f three 
villages and close attention will be paid to them. The Deputy Superin- 
tendent of Police is being placed in charge of the small force stationed in 
Sapahar to complete investigation and to effect arrest of absconders. It w^as 
urged that <listre88 wa8 responsible for the Sonthals being induced into the 
mass movement. This contention does not appear to have much substance 
in it. They were decoyed into the campaign by promise <»f free paddy but 
simple minded as they are they have been misled by the Shibboleths of the 
Congress. Thus, for example, the crowd attacking the Inspector shouted 
‘‘^ande Mataram’^ asked the police to give up their jobs and expressed 
anti-British sentimenta and declared that India wtfs free. The Assistant 
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Tll| Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I shall make a state- 
ment ^ getting further infonnatiou on these points. 

Rfti Afthib JATINDRA MOHAN SCNs Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what were exactly the circumstances vvhicli led the police 
in firing ^5 rounds of ammunition 

Mr. iTePUTY PRESIDENT: What about the replies: the Hoii'ble 
Leader of the House has said that he is awaiting further information. In 
that case, do you expect the reply this session ^ 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: If it is not pos.sible to get the 
information this session, then necessarily wt* shall have to wait till the next 
session. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That will be better. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is not a fact that the military which was posted at 
the instance of the Inspector-General of Poli(*e was imm(Mliatel> withdrawn 
by the Divisionefl Commissioner? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: 1 have no informa- 
tion on the point in my possession now . 

Rai Sahib. JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Is the Hon ble Minister aware 
that the Rajbanshis, Santhals and Uraons are docile people? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That is only a matter of ojiinion. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: The Hon’ble Minister has him- . 
self said that. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: If he has said that, wdiat is the use of 
asking it again. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: The Hon’ble Leader of the 
House has said that they have been misled by the Congress people. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I think I should draw the attention of 
the honourable members that this is not a place for cross-examination : it 
is not a Court. If you want to put any question for the purpose of eliciting 
any information you may do it; but you need not do it in a spirit of cross- 
examination. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Why do you say that these 
Bajbanshis and others are innocent people but they were misled or mis- 
guided by the local Congress leaders. 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I did not sa.Wlnno- 
cent : I said simple people. 

Rai Sahib dATINORA MOHAN SEN : What is the basis of the fiou'ble 

. f 

Minister's information that they were misguided by the Congress? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a matter of information.^ Can the 
Hon’ble Mini.ster place any material before the Honae to justify the truth 
of the report that they were misj^uided by the Conj^ress? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM* Nothing beyond yihat 
is stated in the report itself. 


The Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1942. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House will now resume further 
consideration of the Bengal (Rural) Primary Edu(*atioii (Amendment) Bill,, 
1942. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: I Wg to move that 
the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1942, as settled 
in the Council, be passed. 

Sir, the original Act was passed in 1930. Since then experience has 
shown that there were certain defects which had to be remedied and^ the 
immediate cause of the jmiposal to amend this Act was that on account of 
the abolition of the local boards those vai'ancies would have to be tilled up 
and the present Bill provides for that : these vacancies will be filled by 
.the union board members as they do under the present A(‘t, that is to say, 
power of election of members would be exercised by the union boards of the 
respective local board areas. Thle seocmd matter of importance is that 
experience has painfully shown that in most of the districts the Scheduled 
Castes communily — the most important community, — did not find favour 
with the peo])le of the districts and they could not .secure their election. 

To remove these ineijuities of election, Government have incorporated 
one provision in this Bill that at least two of the .seats should be reserved 
for the Scheduled Castes and they will be appointed by the Local Gotern- 
ment. Another important provision made in this Bill is this: that formerly 
there was no provision for repre.sentation of women on the Central Com- 
mittee. We have now increased the number from 5 to 7, two to be reserved 
for women. That is to say, two for Scheduled Castes in the District Com- 
mittee and two for women in the Central Committee. Then, there was 
absolutely no jirovision in the Act itself for the appointment of tlie oflhce- 
bearers of the Central Committee and we have provided that the Director 
of Public Instruction who will be an ordinary member of the Provincial Com- 
mittee will also be the e.r -officio Chairman of the Central Committee and 
another should be the Secretary appointed by Government, These are the 
important changes made about the constitution of the Boards, and the other 
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provisions ivill appear from the Bill itself which I hope the honourable 
lUfinbers have fully in their recollection. The present position is this that 
Government have now in their <»wn hand only five iioniiuatioiis. Larg*er 
nominations were provided foi in the Bill that originall\ appeared before 
the Assembly but on account of the ajrreenient with all parties, and especially 
with the Opposition, we decided to reduce the number of nominations. At 
present Government have got only o nominations in their Imiid an<l these 
nominations have been kept only to distribute patronage to (‘oinmunities 
ichich we have not been able to get up till now, to the other minority com- 
munities which have got more special claim and what the (iovernnient 
propose to do now is that proper representation for those special com- 
munities w^hich stand in need of patronage or stand badly in need of it for 
them seats will have to be curved out of these 5 noiuinatious. 

Take for instance the Planters’ Association. They want certain seats, 
blit we liave not made any provision for them specifically here. But we 
are going to provide them with seats out of those o which the Government 
have got in their own hands now. So the Buddhist community may come 
uj) to us and other influential minorities may come up to us. Therefore 
we have got only o noininations left in our hands out of whh'h we can satisfy 
the demands of various other coiuniunitics. So far as the Seheduled Caste 
is con(*erued, have exidusively reserved two seats for them, having 
regard to the great injustice that have been done to them in the past and 
having regard also to the stake they have in the country and in education. 

. Khan Bahadur 8AIYE0 MUAZZAiiUDDIN H08AIN: Why not hy 

election Y 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: About that 1 will 
give my reply in the end. 

These are the important changes made in this amending Bill. At the 
same time I may inform the House that this is not all. These amendments 
have been made as a stop-gap. I contemplate bringing a very comprehen- 
sive Primary Education Bill, if possible, hy the next budget time. These 
are only stop-gap measures. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT; The motion before the House is: that 
the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1942, as settled 
in the Council, be iiassed. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Mr. Deputy 
President, Sir, I rise to oppose the passage of this Bill. Sir, we have 
consistently opposed this Bill at every stage from its very inception because 
its provision offend against the rudimentary principles of deiuocra(‘.y . The 
Bill contains only eight clauses and apparently seems to be a harmless and 
innocent Bill. To a superficial peruser, it would appear that the ministry 
yere actuated by feelings of chivalry and benevolence in sponsoring the 
Bill, as it provides for women representation in tbe^ Central Committee and 
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Scheduled Castes representation in the District School Boards for which 
there is no provision in the present Act. But, Sir, on a closer examination 
of the clauses, the Bill is found to be an anti-democratic, ratrograde and 
reactionary measures of worst type. Sir, we in this side of the House, 
have full sympathy for women and Scheduled Caste representation^ but 
what we object to is the mischievous manner in which this representation is 
sought to be given by the Bill. The representation is proposed to 
be given by nominations. To increase the number of nominated 
members in an elected body in this democratic* age is a retrograde policy, 
which the much abused bureaucratic (Government of olden days, would have 
felt ashamed to su])port. As a matter of fact, Sir, the bureaucratic Govern- 
ment of (dden days were moving with the times though slowly and they 
were gradually reducing the proportion of nominated seats in elective bodies. 
According to the Local Self-Government Act amended before the reforms, 
the new District Boards constituted an abolition of Local Boards will have 
25 per cent, of nominated seats in place of 33 per cent, in the old Boards. 
But our Progressive Ministry is determined to show progress in this matter 
of increasing the proportion of nominated seats. 

Sir, we are strongly in favour of women and Scheduled Caste repre- 
sentation and tabled scores of amendment, showing how the representation 
could be given without increasing the number of nominated members. We 
had also suggested that a few of the existing nominated seats could be ear- 
marked for women and Scheduled Caste people. We had also suggested 
lhal representation could be given to women and S(‘heduled Castes on elec- 
tion basis and had tabled amendments indi(‘ating how election could be 
run without much trouble or inconvenience. It is strange that the pro- 
gressive sup])orters would still support it. 

We had suggested that the women constituencies of the cities of Calcutta 
and Dacca of the Provincial Legislature ccmld elect the women representa- 
tives of the Central Committee. AVe had also suggested that the Scheduled 
Caste members of the Provincial Legislature could elect the two Scheduled 
Caste members to the District School Board. No honest man could oppose 
such amendments if his object was really to give representatives to women 
and Scheduled Caste people; hut our worthy Minister’s real object was 
something different. It was evidently to strengthen their control over 
District Schocd Boards, and over the Central Committee that* they are 
increasing the number of nominations. Then, Sir, there is another retro- 
grade provision in the Bill which no man with any democratic feeling or 
leaning can support. Our worthy Minister is bent upon imposing on the 
Central Committee a permanent (Government official — viz.* the Director of 
Public Instruction, as Chairman — not for a limited period as in the case 
of the District School Boards, but permanently, for ever. Sir, it takes our 
breath away to hear of an official (Chairman on an elective body in this year 
of Grace 1942, by a party Ministry which has styled itself as * ‘progressive”. 
Be it said to the credit of the much-abused Government of the pre-reform 
days, however, that they gradually non-official ised our public bodies ]ike 
the municipalities and district boards, but our worthy Progressive Ifiniij^ 
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thinks that unless the Central Committee is presided over by an olficiaL 
then the entire primary education of the country would go to the dogs and 
so they must have an official Chairman and that, too, not for 5, 10 or 15 
years, but for all time to (‘ome! 

• 

Sir, I can understa'^id that the Muslim members of the Progressive Party, 
except Mr. Humayun Kabir, supporting this apparently retrograde and 
reactionary provision in this Rill because they are blind supporters of 
Government and do not care to trouble their heads over policies and prin- 
ciples. I can also understand the attitude of the Euro])ean Gnui]) sujiporting 
this measure, because as a matter of policy they will support all that the 
Ministry in power chose to do, provided they do not aft‘e<*t their interests. 
Sir, I aifi not a bit surprised to find the (hmgress Party, the Bose Group, 
and the Progressive Party under the leadership of my friend the Raja 
Bahadur of Nashipur supporting the reactionary provisions of the Bill. The 
Hindus, as a motion — particularly the C\)ngresH, and Mr. Humayun Kabir 
have been loud in their indictment of the pernicious system of nomination, 
but in this Bill they are suporting the extended application of the nomi- 
nation system in spite of our pointedly drawing their attention to the fa(‘t 
that the object of giving representation to women and Scdieduled C-astes 
people could be •asily achieved without recourse to increasing the number 
of nominated members. The (^mgress Party and the Raja Bahadur’s Pn»- 
gressive Party are also supporting the officialisation of the (Antral (h>m- 
mittee, though they profess to be the champions of liberty and Independ- 
ence. The Progressive Party and its supporters are enacting smdi anti- 
democratic and retrograde measures, that even the worst of bureaucrats would 
shuddered to think of introducing such measures in this advanced demo- 
cratic age. God save us from our friends of the IVogressive Party who 
are forcing the country int(» the path of “retrograde” i)rogress ! The very 
people w'ho are loud in their demand of Puma Swaraj, Independence and 
Freedom now prove by their action that they cannot entrust even the 
administration of primary education into the hands of the elected repre- 
sentatives of their own people. Evidently their professions are different 
from their convictions ! Sir, democracy is a nonsense in a country wdiere 
the people are not inspired with democTatic* ideals and princijdes. We 
expected the Hindu (‘ommunity who are so much advan(‘ed in education to 
set an example of this ideal by their steadfast adhereance to these ideals 
and principles. But, Sir, we are sadly disappointed that their association 
with the Ministry in power has made them forget their pet ideals and 
principles. If mere association with power changes our so-called democTats 
to bureaucrats and autocrats, what sort of democracy can we then expect 
to be conferred upon us by an alien (Government? (’ertain, it can be only 
of the type of Fascism <»f Herr Hitler. Sir, it is (»ur own men who by 
such action have brought discredit on India. If this be our national 
character, then why should we not be branded as unfit for independence by 
the vested interests? Let the country take note of the (*onduct of these 
•gentlemen in the Legislature who are bringing discredit on its people and 
are trampling under foot its fondest ideals. 
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Sir, in conclusion, I c^not help mentioning one fact. Newspapers 
journals play a great part in creating and guiding public opinion but it is 
much to be deplored that although in connection with this Bill we heve 
been putting up a toilgh fight for the sake of principles and idealsi the 
nationalist Press in Calcutta has kept silent and has not spoken a single 
word with regard to the principles of the amendments for which we have 
fought here; on the contrary, they have applauded the party in power by ^ 
merely mentioning that ‘‘all the amendments were lost’^ It was the duty 
of the Press, if it was to serve the country with any credit, to criticise the 
reactionary provisions of this Bill which a so-called Progressive Party were 
supporting. 

In democratic countries criticism of parties in Opposition are given the 
widest publicity, because they expose the weak points of the party in power. 
The Opimsition in that way serves the country. The Opposition is always 
in the minority and can only by healthy criticism, help to keep^he Party 
in power in the right path. Unless nevrspapers publish these healthy 
criticisms, the country is not benefited by the Opposition w’bich is a neces- 
sary adjunct in all democratic forms of Government. Our journalists should 
therefore rise above j)arty politics. If our Press had been vigilant and had 
published the criticisms of the Opposition regarding the reactionary provi- 
sions of this Bill, the Bill which the Council is going pass today would 
have taken quite a different shape. With these observations, I, on behalf 
of my party, record an emphatic i)rote8t against the reactionary^ provisions 
of the Bill which is going to disfigure the statute book of the province. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I am sorry to say that I have to rise to oppose the 
final passage of this Bill; more so, because it has been piloted by no less 
a pesron than the Hon ’hie Leader of the House for whose judgment I have 
the highest opinion. The Bill which hwks like a very simple one dealing 
with a very few clauses is of vital imiK>rtance to the people of Bengal. In 
this Bill, Goveinment propose to do away with the principle of election. 

It is also doing away with another vital principle, namely, the principle of 
having a non-official Chairman. In this Bill, Government is providing for 
an official Chairman. It is a very pernicious and reactionary principle to 
have an official Chairman for all time to come. 

Then, Sir, this Bill may be divided into two parts: one part deals with 
the (‘onstitutiou of the (Vntral Briiuary Committee and another part deals 
with the constitution of the District School Boards. With regard to the 
first, namely, the eoiistitution of the Central Committee, I would like to 
point out that this Committee will have great powers to regulate the develop- 
ment of primary edueation in this provinee. If the Government proposals 
become law" and they are placed on the statute book, it would be a matter 
of great shame to the people of Bengal who are known all over the country 
tn be the most advanced people. That great son of India, Mr. Gokhale 
ffsed to say — “what Bengal thinks today, other parts of India think 
tomorrow." • That statement was a matter of pride for Bengal at one tipie 
and now by the action of the present so-called Progressive Qovernipenl 
are showing to the other provinces that Bengal has fa;llen on evil dajrs. 
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We are going backward. We are not progressing as it was the case at one 
time. If this Bill is passed it will produce a set-back on the advancement 
of Bengal. It is all the more regrettable that this Bill with so many 
retrograde features is going to be i)laced 'permanently on the statute book. 

Sir, the Central Committee as constituted under section 4 of this Bill, 
will consist of — 

(«) the Director- of Public Instrm tion, Bengal, Chairman (ea:-oficio) ; 

(h) ten members of wliom two shall be elected in the prescribed manner 
from each of the five divisions of the province by the members of 
the District School Boards of each division, one to be a Muham- 
madan and the other a Hindu; 

(c) five members to be appointed by the Provincial Government of whom 

two shall be representatives of the Depressed . Classes and 

S so on and so forth. 

Sir, that shows how the constitution of this Committee is going to afteot 
the very principle of democracy. The Iloii’ble Leader of the Opposition 
has, in his peroration, very lucidly dealt with the aims and objects of the 
Bill. If the Central Committee is to be formed as proposed in this Bill, then 
the money that .trill be spent in giving effect to its provisions will be a huge 
waste and wilKb#ing no l>enefit either to the Government or to the people. 
And whyl^ Because there will be an official Chairman, e^r-ofiicio Chairman, 
who will guide the deliberations of the Central Committee. And what is the 
purpose of this Committee P The purpose of the Committee is to give advice 
in certain vital matters relating to the si)read of primary education in Bengal, 
We may have an idea of the duty of the Committee as laid down in section 5 
of the Act of 19'‘10. It is that the Provincial Government may refer any 
matter to this Committee for its opinion, and shall consult the Committee 
before making an order. Not only that. This Committee will also consider 
the propriety or impropriety of the actions regarding the District School 
Boards in the matter of spreading free and compulsory primary education — 
whether any school board is to be superseded or not. As one of the principal 
officers of the Edu(;atiou Department, the Director of Public Instruction, 
will make recommendations and as Chairman of the Committee he will get 
them passed. From our long experience, we have seen that nominated 
members do not go against the policy of the Government. So, the nominated 
members of the Committee will cry ditto to any suggestion that may emanate 
from their official Chairman. These nominated members will always think 
that unless they carry out the wishes of the Government, they will have no 
future prospect. 

Judging from this point of view, it is quite evident that the nominated 
members will feel bound to respect the opinion of the official Chairman. 
There will remain 10 elected members and it will not be difficult to win over 
one or two of the members. It would be a very easy task of the official 
Chairman to get formally passed anything he sets his heart upon through 
this Committee. Sir, that Would be the result of the proposed constitution 
of ^e Committee. Of what use will this Committee be to primary education P 
It will have no independence of its judgment. It ^ill not be able to 
66 



686 


aEMBU^SaBSENT. [23 ed Nov., 1941] 

mImWIhv absent. 


The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 23rd 
November, 1942; — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Altaf Ah. 

(3) Mr. Kader Baksh. 

(4) II a i Baliadur K. CJ. Banerjee. 

(5) Mr. Humaymi Reza Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. B. V. Datta. 

(7) Mr. N. C. Datta. 

(8) Klian Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Mohd. Esmail. 

(9) Mr. K. L. Ooswami. 

(10) Mr. Moliamed llossain. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Mohd. Asaf Khan. 

(12) Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(13) Sir T. hamb. 

(14) Mr. .1. Mcbariaue. 

(15) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(16) Mr. R. Pal Chowdhury. 

(17) J)r. K. S. Rm\. 

(18) Uai Bahadur R. B. Roy. 

(19) Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ^bcfUNClL DEBATES 


Second Session, 1942— No. 29. 


The Councie met in the Legislative ('hamber of* the Lejrislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the t^4th November, 1942, at 2-lo p.m., 
being the twenty-fifth day of the Se»*ond Session ot 1942, pursuant to 
section ()2(-2) (a) of the Government of India Act, I9‘ii). 

Mr. ’Deputy President (Khan Bahadur Aiiorn Hamid (hiowDiirav) was 
in the Chair. 


Obituary Referenoe. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: ILuiourable members ol the Coumil, it 
is my melancholy duty to convey to you the news of the sad and sudden 
death of the HoiCble Sir Muhammad Yakub, Beforms Adviser to the 
GoTerament of His Exulted Highness the Nizam of Hyderabad, and a 
Member of the^^'ouncil of State. 

Born ()d years ago at M(u*adabad, Sir Muhammad was a very prominent 
figure in the public* life of India. After finishing his education at Aligarh, 
Jie joined tlie Bur at Moradabad and soon came into prominence. In 1924 
he was elected to the (Vntral Legislative Assembly and became its l)eput>' 
President in 1927. The sterling qualities of his liead and heart were 
appreciated by all sections of the Hotise in no time and lie was elevated to 
the resjKjnsible jiositiou of the President of the (Vntral liegislativc Assembly 
ill 1949. He always took active part in jadifics anil in 1927 juesided 
over the Annual Session of the All-India Muslim League held in Calcutta. 

His appointment in 1948 to the exalted position of the Viceroy’s 
ExecutiA^e Council received [lopular ap]»reciution. Among his manifold 
public activities were incluiled the membershij) of the Age of Consent Com- 
mittee, the Franchise (\)mmittee and the Statutory Railway Board in Imndon. 
By his death the public life of India is distinctly jioorer today and the 
Nizam’s Government has lost a very able Reforms Adviser which position he 
held with great credit. 

A great parliamentarian, an able administrator, a distinguished lawyer 
and above all a gentleman of innate courtesies, he will everie held in high 
esteem by his countrymen. 

May his soul rest in peace! 

I would request the honourable members to rise in their seat.s as a murk 
of respect to the departed soul ! 

(Honourable members rose in their places.) 

Thank you gentlemen. It will be my duty to convey the message of 
condolence to members of the bereaved family. 
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(b) if so, on what date and time; and 

(c) under whose instruction machine gun was fired ^ 

TIm HlHl’bid Mr« A« Ki FAZLUL HUQs I have nothing to add to tJie 
statement made in this House on the 2nd October, 1942. 

Salt and sugar industry. 

58 . Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN (on bohalf of Rai Sahib 
Jogendra Nath Ray): Does the Hon^ble Ministei* in charge of the 
Agriculture and Industries Department propose to take steps to promote 
cottage ijidustries for ju’eparation of salt and sugar If so, w’ill the 
Hon’ble Minister please give the details of the steps taloui by the Clovern- 
ment in this matter 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of the 
Hofi’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Daooa): So far as the 

salt industry is concerned, the honourable member is referred to the reply 
given to part (a) of the question No. 10 by Mr. Nur Ahmed on the 29th 
September, 1942. As regards the sugar industry there is no cut and dried 
proposal before (Government but the Bengal Industrial Survey Committee 
have submitted a report which contains a number of useful recommendations 
for the improvement and development of sugar industry in Bengal and it 
is now receiving the consideration of Government. 

Experts, however, are of opinion that generally speaking sugar rnanu- 
fa(‘ture on a cottage industry scale cannot be an efionomic jmijmsition, since 
it cannot compete with the sugar produced on a factory scale and it is for 
tills reason that many open pan factories were fon (‘d to close down. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN. Was there any Sugar Kn(|uir>’ 
Committee ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: This matter comes 
within the scojie of reference to the Bengal Industrial Survey Coiuniittee. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: There w'as a Sugar Emiuiry Sub- 
Committee and it has submitted its report. May we know what has been 
done with that report!' 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM : That, ia now roceiv- 
in}!: the consideration of Government, as I have already said. 

Shortage of sugar. 

eOw Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’hle ^finister in charge of 
the Commerce and Labour Department be plnased to stale if it is a fad 
thaj there is shortage of sugar in Chittagong and it is being now sold at 
Re. 1-4 per seer? 
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(6) Is it a fact that even coarse rice (aus) is being sold at Rs. 6-Q to 
Rs. 7 per maimd in town and rice of better quality at Rs. 9 to Rs. 11 per 
maundP 

(c) Is it a fact that a large quantity of rice is being sent to Noakhali, 
Comilla and other districts of Bengal from Chittagong? 

(d) If so, what steps have been taken by Government of Bengal for 
supjjly of sugar and rice to Chittagong and to stop export of rice to other 
districts ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) There is a 
shortage of sugar. I am not aware of the most recent prices. 

(//) The latest reports show that the price of common rice is about 
Rs. 8 ])er maiind. 

(c) Normal surplus exports to more needy districts were taking place 
till recently. A lemporary ban on exports has been imposed sinc^e the end 
of October, 1942. 

(d) Chittagong can su])ply itself with ri(;e and a tenj])orary restriction 
<»n exj)ort has been permitted owing trt emergency. The actual control 
that Government is able to exercise over sugar imports at present is not 
adequate to permit of any but very small consignments being made avail- 
able to districts at controlled pri(*es. 


High price cf kercsene. 

61. Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY; (a) Will the 
Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Commerce Department be pleased to 
state whether he is aware that the shop-keepers of the Naldi Bazar. 
Mitha])ur Hat, Brahmandanga Hat, all of police-station I^ohagara, 
Razarkhali Hat, Sharashpur Hat and Hatadanga Bazar, all of police- 
station Narail, and Banagati Hat of police-station vShalkia, Jessore, are 
selling kerosene at annas 12 per seer and sugar at Re. 1 per seer and other 
necessary commodities at similarly high price? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Subdivisional Officer of Narail, on his own 
initiative, prosecuted two shop-keepers of the Naldi Bazar on the 2nd 
October, 1942? 

(c) If the answers to question (n) and (6) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what actions are being taken to stop 
these instances and what punishments were awarded to the accused persons? 

(d) If the answer to question (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state if any action is going to be taken by the 

Government against the shop-keepers for negligence of their duties? If so, 

what are thev? If not, whv not? 

• « 
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Tli« Hon’IHt Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Nawab Khawaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (n) No spoeific 

complaints or reports were made about tjic hijrli charjre of kerosene by any 
member of the public and none have been reported rejfarding' sugar. 
Special* instances when detected are properly dealt with. ( 

(b) Yes. Two big shop-keepers at Naldi have been ])rosecuted. Tie* 
cases are .wb judice. 

(c) and (d) Does not arise. 

Short-notice Question. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Sir, I put the short-nolicc 
question regarding the airesl of Mr. Kiron Sankar Roy, that was asked 
yesterday. 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: ^Ir. Kiran Sankar Hoy was 
arrested on Sunday, tlic l?t?iid November, by Deputy ( ’ommissioner. Special 
Branch, under Defence ot India Rule KMI to prevemt his continuing to 
conduct tlie Congre.ss movement. 

• 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the lionide Chief Minister be 
pleased to state whether before his arrest he knew anything of this matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No, Sir, 1 knew nothing. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN. Has tht‘ Chief ^linister ever been 
consulted about his ariest? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; No. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Will the Chief Minister be pleased to 
state whether by thi.s time the police have submitted any papers W him, 
explaining the circumstances which led to the arrest of Mr. Kiran Sankar 
Roy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, beyond what I re^id out, 
I have got nothing to .sa 3 ^ 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Does the Chief Minister 
support the action of the police when they made the arrest? 

ThO Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That question does not arise. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, may I have an answer to 
my question? 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: He is not prepared to answer that. 



692 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. [2Aih Nov., 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the police action justified 
accord iri^y to the view of the Chief Minister? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is for me to decide. 1 
am not g'oiii^ to decide* it here. J will decide that in proper place and 
in proper time. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I know under whose orders 
the ari(‘s1 was made? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Tlie ])olii'e ])ai)ers show thai 
he was airested by the Deputy Commissioner, Speekil Branch, presumably 
under the orders of Deputy Inspector-General, Intelligence Branch. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: In tiuit C4ise, may I assume that 
the Deputy Inspector-General, Intelligenc‘e Branch, functioning as agent 
of the Provincial Government ordered the arrest? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have told the fact and it i> 
for the honourable members to draw their conclusion. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is not a matter of drawing 
c^onclusion. It is a (piestion of fact. WTiether ofti(‘ers of the Government 
have become independent of the Government, or they are functioning under 
the orders and direction and with the (’onciiiTem e of Government — is for the 
Ministers tt) say. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have asked them to let me 
know the circiims1anct*s and the rcnison why the arrest has been made. Till 
I get i\ staiemenl from the {M)lic*e, f c*annot answer the ciuestion. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 am afraid the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister has misunderstood me. The point is this: I want to know’ whether 
the an^est has been made by the police under the authorit\ vested in them 
by the Government or not. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The police has got powders; 
some iM)\vers are deleguited to them under the Defence of Imlia Rules under 
wdiicli they can make arrests on occasions of emergency. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it is over 48 hours now^ since 
the honouiable member was arrested. He is an important political leader 
of the piH)vime and am I to understand that the llon’ble Minister in charge 
of tilt' Home Department had no time even within the last two days to 
entinire into the facts and circumstances under which Mr. Roy was arrested? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, US soon as 1 heard of his 
arrest, or rather read of his arrest in the newspapers, I asked for papers 
and I have not yet reeeived anythinjr ^»eyond whut I have read out to the 
House just now. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: This House was anxious to lisU*u 
to the reply that the llon’ble the Home Minister would irive to the short- 
notice (jue.stion put l)\ ])r. Radha Kinuud ^liMikerji. We were ex|>€ctinjf 
that the Hoirhle Minister would come ready with all the facts, .'W) that the 
House would know under what circumstances ami under Avhose authorit.\ 
tlie h-oiiourable Mr. Rkiv was arrested ami ] must say that it is very dis- 
appoint ino- that he should he takiii”* shelter under the excuse of not hein^ 
able to obtain full information e\en b\ nowy 

Tho Hon’bln Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it is not a (tuestiou of iny 
taking shelter under any exiuise and T have not done so. As soon as the 
(|Ues1ion was put to me xesterday, I took time to empiire into the situation 
as at that tinfe 1 had nothing before me except the news of bis arrest. 1, 
therefore, took time in order that T should be able to give information that 
would be useful. T immediately g<it into tomb with the ])o1ice and all that 
I have got 1 lut\e read out eompletel>. I have done my best. And if I 
luive not been able U) get fuller information, it is not my fault. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN: is tlm llon'ble the Vh\v\ Minister 
]Kiwerle.ss as regards the arrest of any person ? As a member of the Cabinet 
and as the Chiet Minister is he |M)werless to gel the necessary report from 
the jKiliee regarding the airest ol a respeetahle memher of the Lower House? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Well, Sir. i have not been 
able to judge of my powers tally as yet, but I do regret that 1 have not been 
tible to give the Hou.se the information which the Flouse has every reason 
to expect, Possibly, under the exceptional cir<*umstanees on account of 
the W’ar ami the moveno'nt that is going on around us, the police has taken 
action wliieh ajiparently seems to be unjustified or even improfier. They 
may also be justified or may not be. But at the present moment I am 
unable to say anything more than what I have said. That is all the 
information that I have got, and I regret that tht* position should be like 
th is. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the House be justified in 
assuming from what has fallen from the HorPhle the Home Minister that 
the police have been given a blank cheque and that they can go on arreBt- 
ing any person they like irresjiective of the position of tin* person whom 
they arrest? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Ah a matter of fact, no cheque 
hiis been given to the police, whether blank or filled-up. But tbc police 
has been given certain jwiw^ers, — powers delegated to t^iein under tlie Defence 



694 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


[24th Nov., 


of India Rules, — and they act on their own initiative in cases of emergency. 
Such liction is taken under the instructions of responsible police officers and 
they must know that if after action has been taken it appears on scrutiny 
that they have dieted in an irresponsilde manner they can he taken to task 
by the Government. 

Khan Bahadur ATAUR RAHMAN S AVill the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister please state if the action of Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy was so violent 
that he should be arrested without reference even to the Chief Minister? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As I have already said, Sir, 
I know nothing further about the matter. ' 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJi: While I appreciate the courtesy 
of the Hoirble Home Minister in consenting to reply to the short-notice 
question wdiich I put yesterday, may I ask him to throw fresh light on the 
phrase used l)y the police, luimely, that Mr. Roy Avas ^^nducting the 
Congress movement ? I should like the Hon’ble Home Minister to throw 
some fresh light on the expression “Congress movement”. 


The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: This expression is certainly 
rather vague and I have already asked for fuller details. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY; Is it not a fact 

that the Congress movement has been declared illegal — I mean the all 
India Congress movement — by the Government of India? 

(No reply was given.) 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERill: May I know exactly when some- 
thing like a charge is going to be framed against Mr. Roy by the police? 
The charge wdiich has been framed is very vaguely expressed by the expres- 
sion ‘‘Congress movement”. May I ask the Hon’ble Home Minister to be 
very strict about the formulation of the charge in view of the fact that the 
Congress movement is a non-violent movement and any disorderly features 
which are said to be an offshoot of the Congress movement, we emphatically 
refute as assumption? 

The HofiHila Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In case of arrest under rule 
109 of the Defence of India Rules, no charge is framed: action is taken 
by the police and it is reported to the Government. The police arrests the 
person and can keep the arrested person for 15 days without any order from 
Government. But before 15 days passes Government have to decide 
whether the arrested person should be in custody or whether he should he 
made a security prisoner under rule 26. No question of charge arises; but 
if the person submits any representation to Government, that certainly i is 
enquired into. 
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Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Am I not entitled to assume that 
a prima fade case has been instituted when Aw police charj^ed him for the 
so-called offence of conducting? the Conj^ress movement? 

Tlip Hoffi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: After I have received the 
papers if in my judpfment I feel that there is no justification for the arrest, 

' I will advise His Excellency to consent to his release. (Dr. Kadh.v KrMrn 
Mookerji : Thank you.) 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: In view of the circumstances 
under which Mr. Kiran Sankar Koy who ivS the leaiier of the Congress 
Parliamentary Party in another House 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Are you putting a quesHon? 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: Yes. Does ihe llonble 
Minister in charge of tlie Home Department consider that ihe time has not 
come when he should make a serious effort to withdraw certain powers 
delegated to ihe police ]>articularly in respect of arresting members of tlie 
Legislature? Hefpre the police consider it necessary to arrest a member of 
the Legislature, it not proper that the Minister in charge of ihe Home 
Department should be first consulted? 

I am putting the.se jioints in the shape of questions and I do not want 
an answer immediately; but I hope that my question will receive due 
consideration and that he w-ill give a reply to it wdienevei’ the Hon'blc 
Minister convsiders it suitable. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT. I have received notice of an adjourn- 
ment motion from Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain wlio wants 
to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the 
arbitrary restriction ^‘mposed by the Subdivisional Officer of Nature in 
Rajshahi district, while granting permission for a public meeting at 
Chanchkoir on 28th instant, forbidding all political demonstrations and 
speeches and criticisms of Government policy and actions taken by Govern- 
ment servants in the course of their official duty, and thereby preventing all 
legitimate ventilation of grievances against Government and its officers 
concerning matters not in any way connected with the war or war effort. 

I should like to know, at the very outset, the source of the honourable 
member’s information. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I have got 
definite information. I have got a copy of the order which I may read out, 
if you want. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENTS When did you get the copy? 
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Khan Bahadur SAiYED MUAZZAMUDDIM H08AIN: 1 got it h,si 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: What is the date of that order.? 

I 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: There is mi 
mention of ixny jiarticiilar date; it may be 20th November, 1942. 

Mfi DEPUTY PRESIDENT: That meeting has not yet been held. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDIN HOSAIN: But the Sub- 
divisional Officer lias passed an order which is curtailing the rigl^ts of an 
ordinary citizen. We are entitled to call into question his (‘onduct in his 
official (capacity, as it infringes the ordinary right of a citizen. We have a 
right to ventilate our grievances against the (‘onduct of such Government 
servanfs. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Can you enlighten the Chair under what 
section of what Act the Subdivisional Officer passed this order? Are you 
sure thal this order was not passed under the Defence of India Eules? 

o 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; There is an 
order thaf public meetings cannot be held without the permission of the 
Subdivisional Officer or the District Magistrate. Here in this particulai 
case the vSubdivisional Officer has given the permission but he has imposed 
certain conditions whicli are against the fundamental princijde of freedom 
of speecli. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I should like to know what the Hon’ble 
the Home Minister wants to say in regard to this matter. 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Apart from other things, I 
object to the motion being moved and for obvious jeasons. There should 
not be any discussion in this respect, because Government have given 
powers to the Subdivisional Officers to impose conditions when granting 
permission for meetings, pioc.essions and the like. These powers have been 
given to the Subdivisional Officers, because it is they wdio have got to decide 
W’hetlier in mainiaining public peace and tramiuillity, communal harmony 
and the like, they sliould or should not allow discussions of certain matters 
in public meetings. In the exercise of their discretion, from administrative 
point of view they }>ass these orders. I, therefore, submit that from that 
point alone, if for nothing else, this (piestion should not be debated here in 
this House. 

Secondly, tlu‘ discussion of an adjournment motion should have a 
principal object in view. Ordinarily, it is meant to be a cen.sure on the 
Government if it is cariied. Suppose for a moment that the House takps 
'the view thal although the »Subdi visional Officer passed that oi^er in his 



1942.] 


ADJOURNMEM MOTION. 


697 


<liscr€tion, we are to blame the Oovenmieiit am] carry the motion throujrh ; 
and if that motion is taken as a censure nc lion on the Cw)vernment, wliat 
will be the result? The order passed b' -^ne Subdivisional Otticer will take 
effect and no meeting* on the ‘AStli iioiant will be held except undcn* tliose 
conditions. 

Therefore, my honourable friend gains nothing by way of redress against 
that order. His only ol)ject seems to be to censure' the Ooverument and, 1 
submit, we know absolutely nothing alM)ut the conditions and circumstanc'es 
which led to the passing <d the orders ccmiplained of. And so it is not tor 
us to say anything and, therefore. Sir, even it it is admitted, I am not 
prepared to say anything so far as this «|uesiion is concerned. 

• 

Khan Bahadur 8A I YE D MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, legitimate 
discussion of (Tovernnienl measures and c*riticism of (lovernmeiit action is 
not barred under any section of the fiovernment of India Act. If such 
criticism is not permitted, then j)opular (icnernment slunild ct*ase; the 
Government should be handed over to the Governor’s charge or martial 
Government should be declared. But if the i>o])ular GK>verument is to exi^t 
and function, then w^e have the right to criticise the action of the Govern- 
ment. If this ^s not ])ermitted, 1 should ask: are we living in Fascist 
Germany or under the British Crown? We emphatically say that every one 
has got the right to criticise the action of the Ministt'rs and officials if they 
go out of their way and do things which the\ should not. There is a species 
of birds which sliuns sun's rays and flourishes in darkness. Are we to assume 
that our Ministry shuns the rnys of public criticism and flourishes in 
darkness? If that is so, tlien the whole thing is a farce. The Ministry 
should eithei cease to function or allow th(*ir ar tion to be criticised. We 
do not want to critici.se matters which have anything to do with war effort. 
We want to criticise ordinary matters. Sir, it is never the intention of the 
rules which have been framed under the Defence of India Act that the 
Ministry or their officers should be given protection for committing misdeeds. 
1 think it is a very urgent matter. If freedom of speech is to be restrained 
like that, there shoul 1 be an end of all democratic institutions jjere in this 
province. With these words, I urge that it is a very important matter, 
since similar orders have bc^n issued in many other places. My friend, the 
Chief Minister, .says that nothing will avail by discussing tliis matter here. 
I do not think he is right. If he is convinced after hearing the discussion 
that the order should not have been given, he can still send out telegraphic 
orders to withdraw restriction.s. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: After the statement of the Hon’ble 
the Home Minister and having regard to the fact that we are passing 
through an emergent time and also to the ruling which I cited yesterday, I 
am of opinion, rather, 1 should .say 1 am sati^fied, that the order which has 
been i)assed by the Subdivisional Gfticer, Natore, ha.s been pasNcd in the 
ordinary administration of law and it cannot be discussed in an adjournment 
tnotiou. So I rule it out of order. 
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Statement regarding cholera epidemics in Bengal districts. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: My honourable friend 
Mr. Nur Ahmed raised a very important question by way of an adjournment 
motion, namely, the consideration of the situation which has been created 
in several places mentioned in the adjournment motion by reason of the 
cholera epidemics there. 

So far as the Government is concerned, they have come to ascertain these 
facts, namely, whatever has been available to them, from communications 
received from the respective local authorities only very recently. Primarily, 
Ihe tackling of epidemics is a duty cast upon the district boards in rural 
areas and on municipalities in urban areas by virtue of the statutes under 
which they function. So far as the rural areas are concerned it is primarily 
the duty of the union boards to bring to the notice of the district boards 
immediately or as early as possible the outbreak of any epidemic, and it is 
for the district boards within the limits of their financial resources and other 
resources to arrange for the necessary materials and personnel for the 
purpose of fighting these epidemics. When they fail to do so, and so far 
as they are in need, they can certainly approach the Provincial Govern- 
ment and it is undoubtedly the duty of the Government to come to their 
rescue and furnish them with such materials and personnel as they may 
stand in need of. That has been the practice and that has been the 
]>rocedure and these principles have been laid down in the appropriate 
statutes. Now, wdth regard to the cases whi(di have been mentioned in the 
adjournment motion I find that so far as the Faridpur district is concerned, 
the Assistant Director of Public Health, Dacca Circle, has been already on 
the scene and he has already taken all possible steps to provide doctors for 
the Faridpur District Board. TTnfortunately the epidemic has taken a very 
violejit and serious turn in the Faridpur district and I am perfectly at one 
with the honourable member when he suggests that the resources of Govern- 
ment should as far as possible be placed at the disposal of the Faridpur 
District Board for the purpose of combating this scourge. Now, Sir, the 
diflEiculty with regard to finding medical personnel has been enormous. In 
these days it is very difficult to find doctors in Calcutta so as to appoint them 
for the purpose of combating the epidemics in the mofussil. So far as the 
mofussil doctors are concerned, upon whom we have primarily to depend, 
for the district board, district boards are authorised to appoint doctors 
locally so that they can function in their own respective areas for preven- 
tion as w’ell as for treatment of these epidemic diseases. Unfortunately, at 
the time of epidemics doctors do not find it lucrative enough to accept 
appointments for serving in epidemic areas. Also, having regard to the 
scale of pay w’hich had so far been fixed for doctors recruited in Calcutta, 
there has been difficulty in the matter of recruitment. Government have 
taken up seriously the question of revising, if necessary, the scale of 
remuneration in order that a regular influx of doctors may be obtained for 
service in epidemic areas, in times of necessity. I would in this connection 
take this opportunity of making an appeal, an earnest appeal, to the 
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(b) and (r) (Olndian Police Selection Committee formed in July, 1937 — 
Mr. Birendia Kishore Eoy Cliowdhury. 

(//) Indian Police Selection Committee fomied in June, 1938 — Eai 
Keshab (vliandra Hanerjee Bahadur . 

(HI) (^liaiikidari Enquiry Committee formed in July, 1938 — Khan 
Bahadur Eezza(|ul Haider Cliowdhury and Khan* Bahadur M. Abdul 
Karim. 

(iv) Advisory Committee to examine the cases of terrorist prisoners 
formed in December, 1!)38 — Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

(c) Indian Police Selection Committee formed in June, 1939 — Raja 
Bliupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur. 

(vl) Indian Police Selection Cfmimittee formed in June, 1940 — Eai 
Keshab Chandra Banerjee Bahadur. 

(vh) Benjfal Jail Industries Enquiry Committee formed in July, 1940 — 
None. 

(vHi) Indian Police Selection Committee formed in June, 1941 — Eai 
Radhica Bhusan Eoy Bahadur. 

All the Committees have since submitted their reports.^^ 

(d) and (e) No. Only Eai Keshab Chandra Banerjee Bahadur was on 
two Committees in 1938 and 1940. 

(/) and (//) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das was nominated by the Congress. 
For the Jail Industries En(|uiry Committee the Chief Whip of the 
Opimsition ((^ingress) in the Assembly was c*onsulted. 

In other cases selections were made by the Minister in consultation with 
the leaders of the dilferent parties. 

The Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Billi 1942. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. The House will now resume discussion 
of the motion of the Hon’ble Leader of the House that the Bengal (Rural) 
Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1942, as settled in the Council, be 
passed. 

Mr. NUR AHMED. Sir, yesterday while I was dealing with the second 
part of the Bill, tlie House was adjourned. While the House was being 
adjourned, Mr. 3. B. Eoss, Leader of the European Group, very kindly 
gave me a two-fold certificate. He said he (*ould not understand in what 
language I was speaking. 

Sir, really this is a certificate for me. After speaking for more than 5 
or t> years in this House, I have discovered a new language in which I was 
speaking yesterday and it was such a new language that even Mr. Ross 
could not detect what it was. 

The set'ond part of the certificate was where he said that in spite of h\s 
liest attempt he could not understand one-tenth of my speech. Sir, I do not 
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know whether it was want of capacity on my part to make him iinflerstaml 
or it is want of capacity on his part to umlerstand my speech. Sir, I am 
thankful for tlie certificate whi(‘h he so kindly gave me. But, Sir, 1 have 
not been able to understand the motive which lies behind this certificate. 
It maf- be that he thought that I was wasting the time of the House and he 
granted to disiourage me which 1 do not think to he tlu* true reason; or it 
• may be that Mr. Boss has developed a dislike for the Muslim Leaguers. Sir, 
it is apparent from his attitude, from the time of his speech that he i-ould not 
miss an opj)(>rtnnity of casting a fling at a poor Muslim LcagncT' like my 
humble self. He lias beard my speech for a pretty long time and mm be 
says that be could not understand my speech or the language in which I 
spoke. It may be that \\ben I was speaking against the appointment of 
Director of Public Instruction, who is liis countryman, as the f.t'-officjo 
Chairman of the Central Committee, he thouglit fit to come out with this 
certificutc. 


Hewever, Sir, to resume my unfinished speech regarding the provisions 
of the Bill. I was speaking on the proposed amendment regarding the 
constitution ot the Central Committee. Sir, I have shown by my arguments 
that tlie utility of this Bill will go away if the management of the ('entral 
Committee is forl^ied according to the Government suggestion. 


Mr. «l. B. R088: On a point of order, Sir. I wmuld draw >our 
attention to rule 4‘^, sub-section {4), In that rule, Sir, the tiiU'e permitted 
to any honourable member sjieuking on a motion is 15 minutes and except 
with the permission of the President he cannot exceed the time-limit. The 
honourable member who has just sat down has already been on his feet for 
25 minutes. He 1ms not obtained your permission to proceed beyond 15 
minu^e>. He took tliat jiermission for grunted. Moreover, he is not 
])utting forward any new facts, as far as I can understand him. He is 
merely reiterating what he said at tlie Second Reading stage of the Bill and 
I, therefore, suggest, Sir, that ho is in breach of rule 12(2), sub-section (vi). 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 1 wish. Sir, 
Mr. Ross liad pointed out the rule yesterday instead of oa.sting a fling. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8I0ENT: As regards the point which has been 
raised h\ Mr, Ross, 1 fully appreciate the desirability that the honourable 
members should curtail their speeches as mucli as possible, so tliat other 
menihers may take part in the jirocecdings. But as regards the rule wliich 
has just been referred to, 1 may inform the House tliat the late HoiChle 
President did not strictly follow this rule in respect of Bills So far as the 
point of wilfully obstructing other members is concerned, T feel constrained 
to observe that tliis is a very serious charge against an honourable member 
which >IiouId not ordinarily be made by another member; at any rate, 
hoi^urahle members are not here dimply to obstruct. I will request Mr, Nur 
Ahmed as well as other members to curtail their speeches in such a way so 
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that all members who are willing to take part in this debate may do so, 
because this is the last day and all the members are expected to accommodate 
each other. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 gladly accede to the request of the Chair. I 
will finish my speech within 5 minutes. 

As regards the effect of the amendment on the District School Boards it 
is apparent. There, the number of elected and nominated members will be 
equal, according to the provisions of this amending Bill. Sir, the second 
objection is to the procedure by which these two additional members will be 
appointed. We thought that Government would provide for the election of 
these members by the district or union board members. Sir, lastly, the 
Hon’ble the Leader of the House has stated while moving his motion that 
it is a stop-gap legislation, and that he is coming very soon with a compre- 
hensive legislation. Sir, what is the necessity of passing this Bill, then? 
This Bill will again go to the Assembly. Most probably the Assembly will 
be held in February next and according to the statement of the Leader of 
the House during that very session the comprehensive Bill will be introduc- 
ed. What is the purpose of this stop-gap legislation, I do not understand. 
Stop-ga]) legislation is, generally made to stoj) somethin^g. I understand 
that in recent bye-elections, the nominees of the Muslim League have come 
just like a flood and tlie Hou’ble the Tjeader of the House presumably wants 
to stop that by this stop-gap legislation. So, on these very groumL, 1 
oppose the passing of the Bill. 

Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, I may 
assure my honourable friend on the Treasury Benches — I say my honourable 
“friend’’ because he is the only solitary figure on the Treasury Benches at 
present — that I do not want to intervene in this debate in a spirit of carping 
criticism. Sir, 1 cannot congratulate the Hon’ble the Leader of the House 
on his authorshij) of this measure. In fact, he is an old friend of mine 
and that sjiirit of friendship prompts me to say that I only wish that this 
responsibility, unpleasant as it is, had not devolved on liim. 

1 would draw the attention of the House to the principles underlying 
this Bill. The criticism that has been levelled by the Opposition is mainly 
this, that it is a retrograde measure. The Bill, I feel, does not reflect any 
credit on the Progressive Coalition Party. The Party has made no progress, 
at least no progress forward ; if it has made any progress it is certainly not a 
progress forward but a progress backward. 

Sir, let us look at the provisions of the Bill. The Committee of the 
District School Boards is to consist of ten members. Out of these ten 
members, in the original Act six were to be nominated and four to be elected 
by the diflerent constituencies, and the proportion was six to four. But the 
change that has now been introduced in this amending Bill increases the 
proportion to eight to two, i.e., eight to be nominated by Guvemment^ and 
two to be elected. That certainly is a retrograde proposal. 
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Another provision that has been introduced in this Bill is that the 
Director of Public Instruction should be Chairman of the Central 

Committee. That aprain is a retrograu. step. Probably, the Director of 
Public Instruction under ordinary circumstances would liave been elected 
Chaifman of the Committee because of his expert knowledge, his official 
position and because of the time that he can devote to the subject. But 
Government not being satisfied with that arrangement have introduced this 
retrograde stej) and have made the Director of Public Instruction’s Chairman- 
ship a compulsory affair. With regard to the District School Boards, also, 
they have added two members to represent the Scbeduled Castes. We all 
welcome this provision. Personally, I do congratulate the Government on 
this proposal. But instead of allowing the community to elect these two 
representatives of the Scheduled Castes, here also (xovernment have taken 
upon themselves the responsibility of appointing the representatives of the 
Scheduled Castes. If the Scheduled Castes (‘an send their representatives 
to the Provincial Legislature, they (‘an (‘ertainly be considered fit to elect 
their representatives to the District School Board or to the Central Com- 
mittee ! Why, therefore, has this right been denied to this community? 
If Government have any solicitude for the political advancement, as well as 
the rights and privileges of the Sch(Mhiled (Pastes, then it was up to them 
to (‘oncede this fight in this Bill also. 

I make my submission not in a spirit of criti(*ism, if I may repeat that 
assuraiK’e, but because I feel that the whole principle underlying this Bill 
is retrograde one and is out of tune with the trend of the jniblic opinion. 
Government (mght to take a note of that fact. The whole of India today 
is resounding with the claim that we must have self-government. We enjoy 
Provincial Autonomy. Is the principle underlying this Bill consistent with 
the spirit of self-government? 1 ventun* to submit — no. Besidt*s the 
principle, I cannot also congratulate the (j(»v(‘rnment on the spirit in wdiich 
they have piloted this Bill. The Opposition, be it said in all fairness, moved 
certain very imi)ortanl and useful amendments. All those amend- 
ments w^ere opposed ; sonn* of th(Oii were op]>osed most unceremoneously, 
because GovernmePi were (|uite sure of their majority. Certainly 
when a Government is in power, they naturally are in a majority; but parlia- 
mentary Government goe> by discussion — it is Government by comj)romise : 
that is the spirit in which parliamentary Government ought to work. I 
regret that my learned friend, the Minister in (diarge of this Bill, deviated 
from that salutary principle. My friend the Ilon’ble the Leader of the 
House is an old parliamentarian and I regret to observe that of all persons 
he should have opposed in a most unceremonious manner the amendments 
tabled by the Opposition. He was a member of the Council of State: he ha-s 
been long associated with the Central and Provincial Legislatures. I hope 
he would live much longer to see that we attain full responsible govern- 
ment at the Centre, and we look to men of his calibre, of his experience, 
to help us to attain that position. Sr) I feel that it w'as unjust, unfair and 
undignified on his part to have brushed aside the suggestions of the Opposi- 
tion in a most unceremoneous manner. I am sure that time will come when 
Government will have an opportunity to reflect ovei^the Bill of which they 
68 
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are proad today. Time will come when they will think seriously over the 
measure for which they are responsible. I can assure them that the future 
generation will not be grateful for what they have done. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh MUHAMMAD JAN: Sir, I rise to 
support the motion before the House. Perhaps I am the first member up to 
the present time to C/ongratulate the Hon’ble Minister in charge, Khan 
Bahadur M. Abdul Karim, if not for anything else, for the patience and 
forbearance he has shown in piloting the Bill in the face of the great storm 
raised by the Opposition over the Bill and of the many serious criticisms 
not against the Bill itself, but against the individual members of the 
Government. I do not want to say anything on the merits or demerits of 
the Bill, as enough has been said. In fact, we have lost much precious time 
in arguing and discussing each and every clause of the Bill without con- 
vincing each other. Almost every amendment which was moved by the 
Opposition was like a motion of censure against the Government. The 
discussion went on for two months not against the provisions of the Bill but 
against the individual members of the Government and against this back- 
ground I wish to say a few words. I am extremely sorry to say that this 
House, which is regarded as the House of Elders, who are expected to be sober 
end silent, has taken such a long time in passing such a uimple measure, 
due to the most ridiculous dilatory methods adopted by the Opposition which 
has made the House to sit for such a long time. 

In the first place, I will say that this Bill, as it was introduced in this 
House, was j>assed by the Lower House. Tlierefore, some of the members 
here who have been returned to this House by the Assembly, are morally, 
if not legally, bound to support the decision of the Assembly, because they 
are looked upon as representatives and spokesmen of that House and they, 
as I have said before, are morally, if not constitutionally, bound to support 
the provisions of this Bill. Sir, my friends who are in the Opposition are 
the members of one and the same organisation which is functioning in both 
the Houses in the name of the Opposition and I do not believe that my 
friends in the Lower House came into an agreement with the Government 
without consulting the members of the Opposition of this House. (Khan 
Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain: No, we have not been consulted.) 
Either the Opposition members of the Lower House did not consult the 
Opposition members here as has been said by the Leader of the Opposition, 
or the Opposition members here ignored the advice of their own party 
organisation and as such they did not accept the decision of the Lower 
House of which they form a part and parcel. Sir, as we are all aware that 
each sitting of this House costs a large amount of money to the Government 
which is ultimately borne by the people of Bengal, for whose poor economic 
condition we all profess so much sympathy. Therefore, I do not think that 
my friends were justified in only postponing its passing for a few weeks 
without being able, to alter any clauses of the Bill which fact they were 
fully aware of. Thus, they have detained the House unnecessarily. 

As regards the protest of the Opposition against this Bill, it is more 
than enough that th^ are sitting in the Opposition. But the most 
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rein^ttable feature of the debates on this Bill was that many bitter criticisms 
were made against the Government. In fact, some of my honourable 
friends on the other side of the Houho oould not support or oppose any 
amendment without abusing their political opponents in most bitter terms. 
I mhy say that one of my honourable friends, £han Sahib Abul Quasem. in 
criticising two nominations provided for in the Bill also found fault with 
the Government for appointing a Selection Committee of the Campbell 
Hospital. He said that the Government w^as not competent enough to 
appoint a competent Committee. I will ask if the Government cannot, who 
else can doP Is it necessary' that a general election should be held for 
appointing a single Committee P I will ask my friend that they should not 
lose seijse of ])rop<)rtions while cTiticising others. They must give some 
credit for honesty, ability and love of community and patriotism which they 
think abounds in them. You cannot force even your friends by thunderous 
tones and by commanding manners, far less your op]>onents. Sir, in my 
opinion to lose temper in business, politics and even in the legal profession 
to which some of my friends in the Opposition belong, is the greatest obstacle 
in the way to success. I hoi>e my friends will take my remarks with good 
heart and cheerful spirit and that they will not lose geniality and cheerful* 
ness, however vehement they might be, in the criticisms of others. With 
these words, I Support the motion. 


Mre AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, 1 congratulate the Hon’ble Minister, 
firstly, on his success in piloting this Bill and secondly on his assurance 
that he will come before this House with a comprehensive Primary Educa* 
tion Bill in the near future. I do not see eye to eye with my honourable 
friend £han Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain about the charge that 
he has levelled against the Hon ’hie Minister in charge of the Bill. The 
Opposition, of course, tabled some amendments wdth the best of intentions. 
I thank them for their sincerity of purpose and courage of conviction; but, 
Sir, I do not think that the Hoii’hle Minister or the members belonging 
to the coalition groo]> deserve all the attacks that have been led against 
them. Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Ro> has charaiiterised the Bill as a retro- 
grade measure. I am not going to express my opinion about the merits 
and demerits of the issue of nominations vs. election; but 1 must say (Khau 
Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain : Why not) that the Bill is 
undoubtedly an improvement on the existing Act. Sir Bijoy Prasad was 
in the Cabinet for the last 12 years, but he c^ollld not find time to bring 
forward any Bill either in this House or in another place, although he 
knew fully well that our community had had no place during this period 
in the District School Boards. From that point of view I must say that 
the Bill is undoubtedly an improvement on the existing Act. Now, Sir, I 
w’ould like to point out to the honourable members one hard fact and I hope 
if that wounds the feeling of any one, wdieiher inside or outside this House, 
1 am prepared to tender iiiy apology; because. Sir, my intention is never to 
lyirt, but to place the facts before the honourable members and the cx)untry 
outside, in their real issue. 
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THe Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill has said that grave injustice 
has been done to the Scheduled Castes. He went on to say further tha 
experience has shown that the Scheduled Castes could not be returned b 
the District School Boards. I thank the Hon’ble Minister tor his recog 
nition of the fact that members of tlie Scheduled Castes have not been hbh 
to find a place without statutory provision. The history of election oi 
members to the municipalities and local boards, district boards and the 
Legislature for the last half a cenlury and the selection of members by 
political organisations to the exclusion of the Scheduled Castes for seats 
reserved for ihe Hindu community in the eleven provincial Legislative 
Assemblies of India bear ample testimony to this fact. This fact, if allowed 
to continue, will form a dark chapter in the history of Indian natignalism. 
I am happy, however, that provision has been made for our representation 
in the District School Boards. But what are the causes which have 
necessitated the making of such a statutory provision? It is i>ainful to 
think that members of the Scheduled Castes community cannot stand as 
candidates by the ordinary operation of the hiw along with the Christian or 
European community as the Scheduled Castes candidates are never adopted 
as candidates in the general constituencies which have been made practically 
separate electorate by the Caste Hindus. The backward members of the 
Hindu society have always lo-oked upon the Caste Hindus a% the managing 
member of their family. I would, therefore, most seriously suggest to the 
honourable members that the managing member must look to the interest 
of the other members of the family and if he fails to discharge his duty in 
this respect, then he must be prepared for partition of the family property 
by metes and bounds. I hope and trust, however, that these things will be 
things of the past and these safeguards will also be things of the past. 

I wish to submit one word about the inconsistencies of this measure. In 
the original Act in section 4 (I do noi know whether I have been able to 
correctly place the section), with regard to the Central Committee the words 
“Depressed Classes” occur. In the amending Bill, however, the Govern- 
ment have preferred the term “Scheduled Castes”, so that when this Bill 
wdll form part of the original Act, there w^ll be certainly an inconsistency. 
However, as those who are commonly known as Depressed Classes were 
adopted as Scheduled Castes in terms of the Government of India Act, 1935, 

I think there will be no anomaly. I do not, however, agree that the 
HoiCble Minister in his definition of the term Depressed Classes as being 
wider in import than the Scheduled Castes is at all right. Because the 
term “Depressed Class” is practically nowhere defined except in the 
University Commission’s Report, where only 22 or 24 castes have been defined 
as Depressed Cksses; but in the Government of India Act, 1935, the list 
given there contains about 79 or 80 castes, as can be seen on a reference 
to the Act. Therefore, Sir, in no sense the words “Depressed Classes” 
are wider than the words “Scheduled Castes” ; rather they are narrower than 
the term “Scheduled Castes”. Then, Sir, I want to know whether the 
Government or the Hon’blc Minister has any intention to nominate anj^ 
other castes outside the scheduled list on the Central Committee? I hope 
I I would be assured oj this fact by the Hon’ble Minister, because the 
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who sponsored the Bill has given us assurance that the whole question about 
remodelling the existing legislation on primary education will be reviewed 
and reviewed very soon. 

I understand that the Hon’ble the Leader of the Opposition was pleased 
to make certain reference to me. I can assure him that I stand for the 
principle for which I stood before and even today I am in favour of aboli> 
tion of nominations. I think he will bear me out when I say that I wanted 
to bring in a Bill for abolishing the system of nomination altogether. I 
can only say this that in the past when we were in favour of nomination, 
we did not receive that amount of support or that amount of encouragement 
or sympathy from the members who are now in the Opposition and who 
now profess that they are for abolition of nomination. It does ncTt grieve 
me in the least to find that the present Opposition has after all found that 
the system of nomination is vicious. It is all for the good. It often 
happens that people do not recognise what is good and what is bad till it 
comes personally to them, till they have personal experience of the defects 
of a particularly vicious and pernicious system. I have seen on more than 
one occasion that the attitude of the honourable members have changed 
during the last D or G years. Many honourable members of the Opposition 
come to me and say that they have now recognised that ^he principle of 
nomination is bad. I agree with all that and it may perhaps be not known 
to my honourable friends that even the administrative officers of Govern- 
ment, after some experience, give opinion which veers round completely 
and totally against the system of nomination. While we support this Bill, 
we w^ant that this Bill should be on the statute book as a temporary measure 
to give temporary relief to a community which has suffered for the last 
12 years. At the same time, I appeal to the Government, to the Hon’ble 
the I^eader of the House, that they should see that this anomalous provision 
of the principle of nomination should not remain a day longer than is 
necessary. And this should apply not only to the question of the school 
boards or lociil bodies but to all local self-governing institutions in this 
country. I liope I shall have that opportunity of congratulating the 
Hon’ble the I.»eader of the House as the member who was responsible for 
doing away with the vicious principle of nomination from our different 
local bodies which administer education in the rural areas. 

Khan Bahadur REZZAQUL HAIDER CHOWDHURY: Mr. Deputy 
President, Sir, I rise to record my emphatic protest against the unkind, 
unsympathetic and untenable observations of the Hon’ble the Leader of 
the Opposition yesterday. He accused the members of the Progressive 
Group for supporting a Bill which in his opinion is an jundemocratic, 
reactionary and retrograde measure. But he forgets, Sir, as some members 
on- this side of the House have pointed out that this was an already agreed 
Bill, — agreed between the honourable members of the Cabinet and Leaders 
of all parties including the Muslim lieague, — in the Assembly and as a 
result of this agreement the Bill was unanimously passed in the Assembly 
•within a very short time. 
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District School Boards are infant institutions which need a careful nursing 
at the hands of the Government and Government can do so by nominating 
gehtlemen of tried ability and honesty on the board. The second objection 
as regards the Bill raised by the Opposition was the appointment of 
Director of Public Instruction as ex-officio Chairman of the Central Primary 
Committee. In ordinary course, we generally take objection, but lookinir 
to the function and constitution of the Central Committee, I think. Sir, 
it is not a very objectionable feature. From section 5 of the Act we find 
that the Central Committee is meant only for giving advice to the Provincial 
Government. So it is an advisory body merely; it has no statutory power, 
nor has it any e«ecutive work to perform. So, unless the opinion of the 
Centnal Committee is accepted by the Government their recommendations 
will be of no effect. In that view of the case, if the Director o? Public 
Instruction is made the Chairman of the Committee ex-officio and if the 
members of the Committee are able to convince him that such and such 
measures ought to be adopted, then I think it will go a long way to induce 
the Government as well to accept the recommendations of the Committee. 
It is in that view of the case that we have supported the provision of the 
Bill. Objectionable, the principle of nomination no doubt is; but consi- 
dering the circumstances that I have mentioned just now, it will not have 
any very great ill effect on the administration of the I)istri(?t. School Boards. 
With these words, I support the motion for the passage of the Bill. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN; Sir, I beg most whole-heartedly 
to support the motion for the passing of the Bill, and in doing so I beg to 
state that I stand by every clause of the Bill, which has been passed by 
an overwhelming majority of the House. Sir, I am not ashamed to say 
that I support the Bill with a clean conscience, and I shall give my reasons 
why I do so. Sir, the Leader of the Opposition has jxnired forth the vial 
of his wrath on the devoted heads of the Congress and the Progressive 
Coalition Party for having, as he s^iys, supported this ‘‘retrograde measure^’, 
and he has further characterised these two jmrties as having gone back upon 
the principle of democracy, but. Sir, l)efore I take up the question as to 
whether we have gone back upon the principle of democracy, I must say 
that I am sorry to see that the Leader of the Opposition has not got a 
complete grasp of the meaning of “Democmcy’\ For this purpose I shall 
quote the definition of “Democmcy*^ as it occurs in Chambers’ Twentieth 
Century Dictionary, which says, “Democracy is a form of Government in 
which the supreme power is vested in the people collectively and is 
administered by them or by officers appointed by them”. I draw special 
attention to the last expression, that is, to the words “by officers appointed 
by them”. It is not necessary that every department of a democratic 
State should hove to be managed or administered by the representatives of 
the people selected or elected by them. It would be quite a good democratic 
department if it is administered by an official appointed by the democratic 
State. So far a^ the administration of the Central Advisory Committee by 
the Director of Public Instruction is concerned, that officer is a high Govep- 
ment official with expert knowledge of primary education and of all education 
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generally. My deer idea is that the initiation end expansion of primary 
education for boys and girls of our country should be left in the hands of 
experts like him and it should not be left to the whims and caprices of a 
Chairman who may owe his election to*that office by fanning the communal 
flam^ oi* by other dapgerous methods. We know that it is not a question 
of officialisation of the Board or the Committee. 

I say that Bengal is now passing through a very abnormal condition. 
The situation is gradually settling down. It may be that the abnormal 
situation may change at any moment. So it is desirable in my considered 
opinion that the administration of the primary education should* not be 
left in the hands of persons who may owe their elevation to the high office 
by inflsftning communal passions or things of that sort. The administration 
of that department should be left to a departmental expert and to one who* 
knows his business very well. In that view of the case, my position is 
that we do not go behind the spirit of democracy : we stand by democracy 
and in the interest of the country and for the well-being of the boys and 
girls it is l>etter to have one at the head who will be in a position to work 
in a C4xhn <itm<)sphere: so I think it should, for that reason, be left in the- 
hands of the Director of Public Instruction. (Khan Bahadur Satyei> 
MrAzzAMUi)Dix*HosAiN : It is a Hitlerian policy.) It is not a Hitlerian 
policy: it is not a totalitarian policy. It is within the democracy which 
is functioning in Bengal. The Minister in charge of Education is a 
member of the Cabinet and there should be no comparison of the Minister 
with Hitler. We are not worshippers of any fetish and that is the reason 
why I stand by this measure. Again, Sir, my friend opposite has said and 
cited instance that this de]mrtment will deteriorate and there may be occasion 
when the (lovernment will have to set their feet on the department for 
mal-administration. On the contrary, if my friends will pardon me, I 
find and we know that in places where the Chairman of municipalities and 
district boards were elected Chairmen, on account of their inflaming com- 
munal passions, there have been mal-administration, defalcation and things 
of that sort. We also find that recently some municipalities and district 
boards have been superseded on account of deterioration in the management 
of the affairs of those bodies due to excessive communal outlook on the part 
of the non-official elected Chairmen. So it is not a self-evident truth that 
wherever there is election, there would not be any mal-administration. It 
depends upon the quality of the man chosen at the helm of affairs. Mjr 
submission is that no right type of man will come forward for election if 
communal passion is inflamed. So it is desirable that the administration 
of the primary education should be left in the hands at least for some- 
time to come of the Dirctor of Public Instruction and I am not ashamed of 
saying so. (Mr. Amulyadhone Roy: We do not agree.) Well, there- 
may be difference of opinion. So far as the abnormal situation of Bengal 
is concerned, so long as it exists I stand , by the provisions of this Bill. 
That is my considered view. I do not say that nomination should have* 
I)Iace everywhere at any and every stage. I am not an advocate of 
nomination, but I say that so long as the present state of affairs does not 
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improve in Bengal, there should not be any unfettered election to high 
<iffice in important local bodies. (Mr. Amitlyadhokb Roy: Perverse.) You 
ihay call it perverse, but I am entitled to have my own view. Then with 
regard to the question of the manner of representation of the Scheduled Caste 
Hindus. With regard to that, my friend Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, being 
himself a member of the Scheduled Castes, has given his own opinion in 
the matter and he has said that so far as this provision is concerned, he is 
quite satisfied and his community is satisfied. (Mr. Amulyadhone Roy : 
Not with regard to number of seats.) Well, that is a matter which is not 
of very vital importance. 

no 4, with regard to the other important implovement| namely, the 
election of two women in the Advisory Committee. The proposal on the 
other side was that there should be one Hindu and one Muslim women. 
With regard to that of course it is very good to hear and it is also very 
good to read it the papers that one should be a Hindu and one a Muslim, 
if the matter is scrutinised or looked at from a communal point of view, 
but in this House so far as I am concerned and the ))arty to which I have 
the honour to belong is concerned, we are determined to see that the 
communal questions are given a decent burial. We do not want to revive 
the communal issues in this House and we desire that communal questions 
should, not be discussed at all and in that view I have supported the provi- 
sions of the Bill that there should b^T two women irrespective whether two 
should be Hindus or two should be Muhammadans or one should be a 
Hindu and another a Mu^pmmadan. If the Government think that in the 
interest of primary education for a particular period two Muslims ladies 
should be appointed we have no objection and simijarly if they find that 
two Hindu ladies should be appointed we have no objection. With that 
<>bject in view we supported the Bill whole-heartedly. I extend my full 
co-operation and sympathy to the Hon’ble the Education Minister for 
having jnloted this Bill amidst strenuous o]»position and dialotory tactics 
and obstruction. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Mr. Deputy 
President, Sir, in rising to give reply to the debate I must thank all— 
those who have praised me and those who have said things in dispraise. 
As the Leader of the House I cannot stoop down to attack or to return the 
attack of any member of this House. I wish all manner of prosperity 
and happiness to the Opposition which have spared no pains to attack the 
Ministry through me, but I wish they had a little more of good taste. 
That is all that I have to ask from them, and I hope they will always 
remember that we, members of the Upper House, have to behave ourselves 
in such a way that it may not bring any kind of disgrace or lower the 
prestige of this honourable House. 

Sir, I will not dilate on this point. As Leader of the House I am sorry 
also for the fact 4hat the standard of debate on this Bill was not what 
might have been expected. It is true that I on behalf of Government apd 

my party, — ^I mean those who are the supporters of Government — have not 
c 
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said much in reply. The reason is that there are cases which should 
be summarily rejected, without assigning any reason, and the arguments 
and amendments which had been brought before the House from the 
Opposition were, in my humble j^gment, and which I am happy to find 
has been shared by«ll the members of the various groups except the League 
Party, did not call for much reply. I have this satisfaction of feeling that 
if I have erred, I am in very good company. I may tell the House that 
Sir Bijoy Prasad has given me credit of being the author of this Bill. 
I will return the compliment back to him and I will say that he and his 
colleagues of the former Ministry were the authors of this Bill. Sir Bijoy, 
the leader of the licagi^ Party, Sir Nazimuddin and Mr. Shura ward^, they 
were thf author of ^}xe Bill and this mantle has fallen on my shoulders 
when I assumed' charge of office. "Wlien I placed this Bill before the 
Assembly, I appeared before them with a clean slate. I find that as a matter 
of fact that Bill found unanimous favour witli all sections of the Lower House 
except the League Party which raised certain objections to which against my 
will I conceded, as the result of which the Bill has evolved out of the Lower 
House in the jnesent form. I do not feel very hap])y because I had to give 
up, owing to the request of the other ]mrty, some of the most important 
provisions that should have been inctorporated ifr this Bfll. However, to 
save time I agr^d, hearing in mind at that time that I should have to bring 
a comprehensive Bill on primary ed^ation, as I am going to introduce on 
secondary education, yet another on fne Dacc^a University and yet the fourth 
on the Calcutta University. I have that in cont^;pplation. Still, I accepted 
the decision because tiiat would save time buf;iiy objection was frustrated 
when the Oppositiofi in this took uf) an attitude which could not be 

justified on any ground. 

In the first place, the question of nomination rs, election is a great 
controversial matter and this controversy has raged for over a quarter of a 
century. But the fUct remains that although the Bengal Local Self- 
Government Act was passed in 1885, that is, although it is 57 years since it 
has been on the statute book, the principle of nomination remains, although, 
however, it has been reduced from per cent, to 25 per rent. With all 
the training in civil (jovernment of the much more educated people than 
what we have in the uni()n hoards or local boardsy^with all their civil training 
in the art of local self-government, even after 57 years, or minus 20 years, 
that is even after d7 years, these gentlemen, I mean the representatives of the 
district boards, have been able to obtain a reduction of nomination by only 
8 per cent. ; and in tlie municipalities which have been in existence from 
about the same time the nomination percentage is 33, Regarded in that 
light, it must be said that nomination still holds the field. Regarded in 
that light, for the new' institution that we are going to set up with men of a 
much more inferior type of education and calibre, I think that in the 
interests of efficiency it is absolutely necessarv' that nomination should stand 
at 50 per cent. Here in the Upper House also, honourable members will see 
that although a large number of the members are elected, a certain proportion 
nominated and that proportion is ten per cent. So, the present state of 
public education in the country and also the present public spirit in the 
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Opposition. So, tlieir attitude is that of the Samson Agoni-stes who tried to 
pull down the seven pillars of the Herculian. But as I have said, as an old 
politician and as Leader of the Hous^ I have 8:ot a thif'k skin and I am 
-thinking of buying some rhinoee#j^ skin to protect me from some future 
attaelfs by the Opposition. (Sir Buoy 1‘itASAi) Singh Boy: You haije 
already got hide-bound skin.) Tlierefore, it ap])ears to me that the 
Opposition have failed by long and arduous arguments to satisfy any one 
of this House except a selected few of their friends to convince the House 
that the Bill will not be of benefit to the ]>eojde and there may be some who 
may think it a retrograde step; but I as a rej>resentative Minister am bound 
to obey the honest mandate of the jieojde. I have got no other mandate. It 
is no u:^ balteriiig your heads against stone walls. Tliere has been no 
t^omplaint against this Bill either in this House or outside. But the 
Opposition have taken upon themselves to defend the Scheduled Castes. 
They have become their advocates without any authority whatever. 

Now, the principle of extended nomination was approved by iiie 
different parties, and in going to meet the different parties^ wishes 1 hav^ 
allowed the nominations to be reduced to the irreducible minimum. Take 
for instance, the case of tlf^ membership of tlie ^ubd^iw^onal Officers a^ 
nominated e,r~offino members on the Boards. T wanttjd> iJiaf Additional 
Subdivisional Officers who have got separate jurisdictio^'^bould also on 
the Board, The other ]>artie» objecte^jl^ying that if Additional Rubdivirfonat 
Officers are made ea’-o^ciQ piemWs, tliey would ask for A()ditional Vice- 
Chairman.^. So yojijiAy '♦^1 imagine iriHhe stiy^ftiess of your cdiamber what 
you have don,p' by d^lliying tliis Bill and what it cost the country for which 
you are crj^ing sp n^uch, for these longer days*^. sittings. Previously, it was a 
Government of the aristocracy but now- it is a Government of democracy. 
Therefore, instead of frittering aw^ay your energies on bitter criticisms of 
Government if you try you may help us by practical suggestions. By^ 
bitter criticfsms you not only low^er your own reputation, but alsa the 
dignity of this House and waste time aiul public money. 

I thank again all those who have jiraised me and those %ho have dis- 
praised me, all equally. With these words, I hope that the House will 
pass the Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY PflESIDENT: The question before the House is: that 
the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1942, as settled 
in the Council, be passed. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Prorogation. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I have it . in command from His 
Excellency the Governor that the Bengal Legislative Council do now stand 
prorogued. 
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(1) Khan Bahadur Nazimuddin Ahmad. 
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(4) £ai Bahadur E^. C. Banerjee. 

(6) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury.^ 

(6) Mr. Humayun Beza Chowdhury. 

(7) Mr. B. C. Datta. 

(8) Mr,.N. C. Datta. 

(9) Mrs. K. D’Roeario. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Mohd. Esmail. 

(11) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(12) Khan Bahadur Mohd. Asaf Khan. 

(13) Maulana Mohd. Akram Khan 

(14) Mr. McFarlane. 
m) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(16) Mr. R. RaL flhowdl^ury. 

(17) Rai Bahib J. N. Ray; 

(18) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(19) | Rai Bahadur R. 3. Roy. 

(20) Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhui|r^ 

,(21)) Sir B. P. ain^h Roy. 

(22) Dr. Hasiruldin Talukdar. 
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Atttlmiswl English translation a|tho Bengali spasohas dalivarad at thn 
moating of tha 'Bengal Lagisnttiva Counoii ihiring Sooomi t sas i o n 
pf 1942. 

* » • • « 

Resolution condolin^jf the death of Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra, the lata 
Hon’ble President of the Benf^al Legislative Council. 

Maullina MUHAMMAD AKRAM KHAN; Mr. Deputy President, Sir, 
1 have no knowledge of Constitutional La^ So I had Ho power to under- 
stand lehat our worthy President did in that regard or what capacity he had 
to do iL My acquaintance with Satyendra Chandra, was not as tli^e President 
of the Council. From before the time wl^en he beeagie the Pre^dent, — from 
the day when his life was honoured with success *at different fire-ordealsj I 
had been acquainted with him. I, also joining my voicg with that of tha 
Hon’ble Chief Minister, may^say that Satyendra Chandra had one peculiarity 
and that is, he had absolutelyj^no camouflage about him, I saw him 
pen^^l^ J had‘*^q^<^)Hdge abOHt him in his capacity as a lawyer. I am 
not a fawyer nor can I say what ntokes a good or a bad lawyer/ But on the 
day on which Jhe flood tide of thoughts anil actions in ita^ varied course 
Bengal to its very depth I saw Satyendra Nath for the first time. 
Sincd seen him in adversity and ip prosj^jpty,' — seen him dis- 

cussing Ipirittudity and# ip the sanlkrtan party and had also seen him as a 
worker afflicted.by Tasting ; everyw^here I saw that prosperity cpuld not move 
him from his duty and adversity could not make him deviate from his ideals. 

I do not want to say anything more. My friendship witb him was pf long 
duration and very deep. The sense of w^ut and inexpressible J)a!ig8 which 
the members of hi-s bereaved family are experiencing — I say to you, so many 
gentlemen who are present here, — there is also God oref-head and I can say 
unto Him also with all my heart — ^that my pangs are no less than thatiof the 
members of bis bereaved family. a 

There were clays when sitting by his seat of contemplation I had worked 
npd discussed with blpi; I do not want to s§y anything ^bout bit^contem-^ 
plation of those days. But one result of that discussion was this that I asked 
Satyendra Chandra to give me permission to draw^nspiratton fron^ the source 
of strength which he used to draw it; and^ a result of the combination 
of these two inspirations such a great inspk'ation^woidd^be created as will 
remove a genuine want of Bengal-^a gapf^which^h^ uOl been fulfilled for a 
long time — and would thereby enable lis to atone for the sins of many 
centuries. Many of you who are pre3e|it|here are praising him for his subtle 
knowledge of the law and bis efficienoj^ my knowledge about the law is poor 
and I have therefore not much to say in liiat regalKi. But one thing I must 
openly confess. At the time of his election as President of the Council some 
allegations were levelled against us from certain directions. But Satyendra 
Chandra by his last 6 years of work proved that a man, if he be efflcient. 
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Questfioh by — ^regarding prohibition. 
Pages 106,* 107; 


AliaiMI Mr. Nor— coneZd. 

Motion for presentation of an Address 
to His Excellency the Governor of 
Bengal moved by — regarding . the 
discontinuance of recruitment to the 
Civil Brunch of the Indian Medical 
Service as early as possible. ’*Pages 
imio, 117. 

Motion for presentation of an Address 
to His Excellency the Governor of 
Bengal moved by — regarding recruit- 
ment of more cadets in the Indian 
Oefonce Forces. Pages 117-119. 
Resolution moved by — regarding 
dissemination of knowledge about 
,, the nutritive value of proper diet. 

Pages 126-128, 130. 

Qu^tioii by — r^arding false persona- 
tion at elections. Pages 133-134. 
Question by — regarding rural medical 
relief scheme. Page 134. 

Question by — regarding deaths from 
malaria in 1940 in Bengal. Page 
135. 

Speech by — on the (3iief Minister’s 
stotement regarding the general 
situation in the province. Pages 
159-162. 

Question by — regarding reform of 
jails. Page 16*1 

Question by — reg<.rding expansion 
of the laboratory of the Chittagong 
College. Page 21. 

Question by — regarding total area of 
waste land in Beng^. Pages 22-23. 
Question by — regarding Government 
grant to Madrassnhs. Pages 21-22. 
Question by — regarding the evacua- 
tion of Calcutta and Chittagong. 
Pages 29, 31, 32. 

Question by — regarding higher educa- 
tion for Muslim girls. Pages 34-35. 
Question by — regarding recommenda- 
tions of the Madrassah Education 
Committee. Pages 35-36. 

Ques4ioii by — regardiim education of 
boys and girls in (^ass I areas of 
Bengal. Pages 37-38. 

Remaps by — in connection with his 
adjournment motion regarding con- 
trol of prices of foodstuffs ana other 
neceasAcies of life. Pages 46-47. 
Question by — regarding Bengal 
Children Act, 19^. Pages 60-63. 

Ahmed, the Hon'ble Mr. M. Sham- 
tuddin — 

Speech by — on the demise of the 
Hon’ble Mr. S. C. Mitra, President 
of the Bengal Legislative Council. 

> Pages 39V^2. 

Reply by — cm the resolution regarding 
the stoppage of the recurrence of 
the flood in the Muashidabad dis- 
trict, Pages 642-643. 

Reply by (unfinished)— -on the resolu- 
tion regarding budget provision for 
small irrigational projects. Pages 
647-648. 

Air fg l di 

Question regarding number etc. of 
— in Bengal. Pages 409-411. • 
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Speech made by — in connection with 
the dlscuB&ion of the Itongal Muni- 
cipal (Amendment) Bill, 1940, moved 
by Mr. Nur Ahmed, rage 564. 

Dbwrvations made by — in connection 
with the Bengal Mualim Marriage 
Extravagant and Superfluous Ex- 
penditure Regulation Bill, 1940, 
moved by Mr- Nur Ahmed. Page 
567. 

Speech made by — in connection with 
the Bengal Court-fees (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1941, moved ny 
Mr. Nur Ahmed (regarding circu- 
lation). Page 569. 

Observations made by — in connection 
with the Bengal Food Adulteration 
(Amendment) Bill, 1940, tabled by 
Mr. Nur Ahmed (not moved). Pages 
570-671. 

Batu, the Hon’bto Mr. Santosh Kumar— 

Statement by — regarding action taken 
by Government regarding increasing 
free beds at Jadavpur Tuberculosis 
Hospital. Page 178. 

Presentation by — of the report of the 
Select Committee on Mr. Humayun 
Kabir's Bengal Local Self-Govern- 
ment (Amendment) Bill, 1937, and 
remarks on a point of order raised 
in that connection. Pages 110-112. 

Sfieech by— on the motion for presen- 
tation of an Address to His Excel- 
lency the Governor regarding dis- 
continuance of recruitment to the 
Civil Branch of the I.M.S. as early 
as possible. Pages 115-117. 

Reply by — to the resolution regarding 
aiseemination of knowledge about 
the nutritive value of proper diet. 
Pa^h 1^-lilO. 

Speech by — on the resolution regard- 
ing tlie release of Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose in detention in the Trichino- 

. poly Jail. Pages 125-126. 

Statement by — regarding the business 

^ before the House. Pages 466-467. 

Statement promised by — in connec- 
tion with an adjournment motion re- 
garding measures taken by Govern- 
ment to check the outbreak of cholera 
in the districts of Pabna, Faridpur, 
Bogra, Mymensingli, Chittagong, 
etc. Page 672. 

Statement made by — regarding cholei^i 
^idemics in Bengal districts. 
Pages 698-699. 

Btngai Smoke Nuisanoot Aot— 

Question regarding the areas to which 
the — -was extended. Pages 103-104. 

Bonsai Stata Aid to induttrios Act, 

1M1— 

Question regarding loans advanced 
under the — . Page 208. 

Manga- 

Question regardi&g disturbances at — 
in faridpur district. Pages 655- 
656? 


BIwti arsft- 

Quostion regarding expenditure in 
connection with ^e relief (^rations 
in the — of Mymensingh district. 
Pages 656-661. 

Bill(s)— 

Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Secmid 
Amendment) — , 1942 (as passed by 
the Assembly). 

Laid on the table. Page 54. 

Motion to take — into consideration. 

(Agreed to.) Pages 76-78. 

Motion made that the — be passed. 

(Agreed to.) Pages 144-148. 

Bengal Agriculture Debtors (Amend- 
ment) — , 1940, by Khan Bahadur 

Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hos^in (not 
moved). Page 554. 

Agriculturists Loans (Bengal Amend- 
ment) — , 1940, by Mr. Nur Ahmed. 
Motion to refer the — to a Select 
Committee (ruled out). Pages 571- 
572.- 

Bengal Land Revenue Sales (Amend- 
ment) — , 1941. 

Motion to consider in detail the recom- 
mendations of the Governor contain- 
ed in his message in respect of the 
— . (Agreed to.) Pages 79-81. 
Bengal Local ^ Self-Government 
(Amen^ient) — , 1937. 

Presentation of Select Committee’s 
Report on — , by Hon’ble Mr. S. K. 
Basu. Page 110. 

Advocates Robes — , 1941, by Rai 

Bahadur Broiendra Mohon Maitra. 
Motion to take the— into considera- 
tion. Pages 181-182. 

Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) 
— , 1940. 

Motion to refer the — to a Select 
Committee (ruled out of order on 
technical grounds). Pages 191-193. 

Bengal Hindu Women’s Rights to 
Agricultural Land — , 1941. 

Motion moved to refer the — to a 
Select Committee. Pages 185-190. 
Bongaj Land Alienation — , 1940. 

Motion to refer the — to a Select 
Committee (withdrawn). Pages 
198-200. 

Bengal Urban Poor Relief — , 1940 
Motion to refer the — to a Select 
Committee (circulated for opinion). 
Pages 193-197. 

Bengal Hindu Women’s Rights to 
Property, — , 1941. 

Motion tB refer the — to a Select 
Gommitli© (niled out on technical 
grounds). Pages 190-191. 

Bengal Emergency Rent Remission — , 
1941. 

Motion to refer the — to a Select 
Committee (re-circulated). Pages 
200-202. 

Bengal (Rural) Primary Education 
(Amendment) — , 1942 (as passed by 
the Assembly). 

Laid on the Table. Page 231. 
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Bengal (Rural) Primary Education 
(Amendment) — , 1942 (official). 
Motion to take — into consideration. 
Pago 231. 

Motion to take the — into considera- 
tion. Page 258. 

Motions to circulate the — (loet>. 
Pages 258-270. 

Motions to refer the — to Select Com- 
mittee (lost). Pages 27()-^l. 
Discussion on the motion for con- 
sideration. Pa^s 288-290. 
Discussion on the clauses. Pages 
354-373, 424-437, 474-489, 497-517. 
520-529, 5874)07, 619-621. 

Third Readily of the Bengal (Rural) 
Primary Education (Amendment) 
1942. Pages 678-685, 700-715. 

Bengal Public Gambling (Amendment) 
— , 1940. 

Request for extension of the date 
for presentation of the report ot 
the Select Committee on — . Page 
374. 

Bengal Borstal Schc)ols (Amendment) 
1942. 

Motion for intnxl notion by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. Page 573. 

Bengal Indecent Advertisement Pre- 
vention — , 1942. 

Motion for introduction by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. Page 573. 

Bengal Intoxicant Liquor Sale 
Regulation — 1942. 

Motion for introduction by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. Pages 57.‘l-574. 

Bengal Money-lenders (Amendment) 
— , 1942. 

Motion for introduction by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. Page 573. 

CourMees (Bengal Amendment) — , 
1941, moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed. 
Motion for reference to Select Com- 
mittee. .Pages 567-569. 

Bengal Muslim Marriage Extravagant 
and Superfluou.s Expenditure 
lation — , 1940, moved by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. 

Discussion on — . Pages 565-567. 

Bengal Municipal (Amendment) — , 
1940. 

Reference to Select Committee 
moved by -•Mr. Nur Ahmed. Dis- 
cussion regarding — . Pages 562- 
565 

Usurious Loans (Bengal Amendment) 
— , 1940. 

Reference to Select Committee 
moved bv Mr. Nur Ahmed. Pages 
559-562. 

Bengal Suppressioi^ of Immoral 
Traffic (Amendment)-^, 1940. 

Tabled by Mr. Nur Ahmed (not 
moved). Page 554. 

Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy — , 

1940. 

Motion to move — for reference to 
Select Committee. Pages 555-558. 

Eastern Bengal and Assam Disordeiiy 
House (Amendment) — , 1940, by 

Mr. Nur Ahmed (not moved). Page 

554 . 


w 

mM^oncld. 

Workmen's Compensation (Bengal 
Amendment) — , 1942. 
Governor-Qenerars assent to th^*— . 

Page 541. 

Beta, Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath— 

Motion moyt»d by — that the Bengal 
Hindu Women’s Rights to Property 
Bill, 1941. referred to u Select Com- 
mittee. Page 190. 

(Question by — n^garding Government's 
contributions to the King IMward 
Hospital. Midiuipure. Page 32. 

Question hy — regarding insanitary 
condition ot thii> Midnuporc town. 
Page .vh 

Bose, Mr. Sarat Chandra. M.L.A.— ' 

Qm‘stion regarding steps taken by 
Government for the reieasi* ol — . 
Pages 63-65. 

Non-officinl resolution regarding the 
release of — trom the Trichinopoly 
Jail. Pagt^ 124^125. 

Barua, Mr. Dhirtndra Lai— 

Speedi hy — on the demise of the 
Hon'ble Mr. 8. C. Mitra, President 
of the Bengal Legislative Council. 
Pages 3874188. 

Board of Eoonomio Enquiry- 

Question by Khan Bahadur Suiyc*d 
Muuzzamuddin Husain regarding 
the last miMding of tin- — . Page 21 k 

Burman, tha Hon’hit Mr. Upondranath— 

Chief Minister’s stat<Mnent regarding 
the gimeral situation in the Pro- 
vince read hy — . Pages 82-98, 

Contral Jail- 

Question regarding firing in — Dacca. 
Page 623. 

Chairman- 

Question regarding the — of the Bakar- 
ganji District Board. Page 69. 

Question regarding the — of the Bogra 
District Board. Pages <{>-73. 

Chitf Minittor*s statamont— 

Discussion on the — regarding the gene- 
ral situation in the Province. Pages 
15M6;i. .'1084136. 

Chittagong— 

Question regarding reasons for the 
BuperM'ssiuii ot the — Municipality. 
Pages 137-141. 

Chittagong Collogo— 

Question by Mr. Nur Ahmed re^rding 
expansion of the laboratory of the — . 
Page 21. 

Cholora opidomico— 

Statement regarding — in Bengal dia- 
tricts. Pages 698499. ^ 
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CkMrttanr, Mr. HaiaMM Him— « oneM. 

SuppJementarj- question hy— on qnes- 
Jio" regarding supply of riee. Page 

Supplementary question by — on ques- 
tion regarding the industrialisation 
of the country. Pages 211-213. 
Remarks by—- in connection with .a 
point of procedurt* raised about dis- 
cussing the Chief Minister's state- 
ment on the general situation in the 
Province. Pages 149-150. 
Supplementary question by — regarding 
supersession of the Chittagong muni- 
cipality. Pages 139, 141. 
bupplementarjk’ question by — on ques- 
tion regarding quinine plantation in 
Bengal, Page 75. 

SujppleiTientary question bv — regarding 
Chairman oi the Bogra District 
Board. Pages 70-73. 

Hupplementary question by — on ques- 
tion regarding Chairman of the 
Bakarganj District Board. Page 69. 
Hupplemeritary question hv—regarding 
release of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, 
M.L.A. Page 65. 

Attention of the Chair drawn by — to 
the fact that then* iv«*re sti*aiig(*rs 
on the floor ol^tlie House. Page .56. 

Remarks by — on an adjournment 
motion regarding Government's 
failure to give proti‘ction to the 
students of the Calcutta colleges 
against piekoters. Page 48. 

Remarks by— on Mr. Nur Ahined'.s 
adjournment motion rt‘garding con- 
trol of prioPK of foodstuffs «'f.c. 
Page 4f. 

Supplementary question by— regarding 
restriction of jute. Pages 211-27. 

ChoiMihury, Mr. Khorshed Alam— 

yuestion y— regarding European 

Wards of the Calcutta Medical 
Allege Hospitals. Pages 17-19. 

Chowdhury, Mr. Krishna Chandra Roy— 

Question by — regarding high price of 
kerosene. Page 699. 

Chowdhury, Mr. Moazzemali— 

Willingness expressed by— to withdraw 

• his name from the list of persons 
elected fn the Privilege Committee 
in order to accommodate a member 
ot the European group. Page 18f). 

Choi^lMry, Khan Bahadur RozzaquI 
Haider— 

Question by— regarding loans advance 
ed under the Bengal State Aid to 
Industries Act, 1931. Page 208. 

Point of order raised about the validity 
of the amendment to sub-clause ( 2 ) 

^ ^ moved bv Mr. Nur 

the Bengal' (Rural) Pri- 

• ?P»w»tion (Amendment) Bill, 
1942. Page 516. 


Ch^dhury, Khan Bahadur RazzaquI 
HaWar— coHcW. ^ ^ 

Spwch made by— on Klian Sahib Abul 
Quasem’s amendment to sub-section 
OD of sub-clause (2) of clause 2 of the 
Bengal (Rural) Primary Education 
(Ainondment) Bill, 1942. Page 525. 
Speech by — on the third reading of the 
Bengal (Rural) Primarv Eoiication 
(Amendment) Bill, 1942* Pages 708- 

i 10 . 

CoHaotive Anas— 

Qimstion regarding imposition of—. 

Pagi^ 578.,584. 

Colteotorata— 

Question by Mr. Amiilyndhone Roy re- 
garding the names of the clerks in 
the Jes.sorc — . Page's 167-174. 

Committee of Privilogoe — 

Date for Hubmitting nomination.s for 
tlu— fixt'd by the Chair. Page 51. 
Aniiounceiiient by Mr. Deputy Presi- 
dent of the personnel oi* tin* — . 
Pagi- 179. 

Committees — 

Statement ahoiit^ — appoinU*d by the 
Government of Hengal. Image's 699- 


Committee on petitions— 

Nominations made* by Mr. President 
on the — , l^age .52. 

Complaint — 

Bj’ Mr. Haraidul Hiiq Cliowdhury that 
the House had received a [irogramme 
ot husineH.s w'hen the business had 
already biM'ii half done causing tho 
Honsp great inconvenience. Pages 
279, 280. 

Regarding long list of questions ro- 
inaining unanswered Irorii previous 
sessions by Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazxamiiddin Hosain, Page 493. 

By Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhurj' that 
the honourable members w'ere not 
getting full answers to supplementary 
(nu*stions owing to the absence of the 
Hon’ble Ministers in charge of the 
departments concerned. Pages 349- 
3.50. 

Made by Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury 
that the C’hief Minister was frequent- 
ly absent and the honourable mem- 
bers did not get any reply to the 
points raised by them in connection 
with his statement on the general 
situation in the Province. Page 35;j. 
Made by the Raja Bahadur of Naslii- 
pur that since 194041 several ques- 
tions by honourable members have 
still remained unanswered. Pages 
285-286. 

Made by Raja Bhupendra Narayan 
Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur, that 
members of the House were not get- 
ting their Order Papers in time. 
Pages 128-129, 
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ijuestion regarding steps proposed to 
be taken to reduce the heavy arrear 
dues of the — . Pages 66-68. 

CotiMmim IMMlution— 

On the demise of the Hon’ble Mr. 
8. C. Mitra, President of the Coun- 
cil. Pages 379^95. 

Contributions— 

Question regarding — to the War Fund. 
Pages 141-142. 

Control of price— 

Question regarding — . Pages 217-218. 

Cyolont— 

Adjournment motion regarding Midna- 

B ore— tabled by Mr. Nur Ahmed, 
discussion on — . Pages 494495. 
Statement (»n the Midnapore — . Dis- 
cussion regarding — . Pages 529-539. 
Question regarding damage done by 
the recent — in Midnapore. Pages 
661-662. 

Criminal appeal- 

Question regarding names of the 
accused in — No. 370 of 1940. Page 
66 . 

Cultivation- 

Question regarding areas of land that 
have gone out of — . Page 142. 

Oaooa— 

Question regarding firing in Central 
Jail, — . Page 623. 

Oat, Mr. Lalit Chandra— 

Amendment moved by — ^to an amend- 
ment of the Hon’ble Khan B.*ihadur 
M. Abdul Karim regarding circula- 
tion of the Advocates Robes Bill, 

^ 1941. Page 184. 

Speech by — on the motion for circula- 
tion of the Bengal (Rural) Primary 
Education (Amendment) Bill, 1942, 
as passed by the Assembly. Pages 
265, 267-268, 270. 

Question by — regarding pay of Engi- 
neer-estimators. Pages 4041. 

Qut^tion by — regarding A.R.P. organi- 
sations in Bengal. Pages 102-103. 
Question by — regarding orders of re- 
straint on Mr. Ashrafuddin Chow- 
dhury. Pages 65-66. 

Question by — regarding steps taken bv 
Government for the release of Mr. 
Karat Chandra Bose, M.L.A. Pages 
63-64. 

Speech by — on the Chief Minister’s 
statement regarding the general situ- 
ation in the Province. Pages 157- 
159, 

Supplementary .question by— on the 
question regaining Jessore OoUecto- 
rate. Page 176. 
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X}uestion by— regarding examination ol 
provincim finance by the Public Ac- 
counts <%mmittee. Pages 229-230. 

Obituary reference by — to the death of 
Khan Bahadur Syed Muhammad 
Ghaziul Haq^ M.L.C. Page 3^. 

Remarks by — m connection wth a 
proposal of Mr. Humayun Kabir to* 
establish a convention for the calling-iri 
of “papers” before an adjournment . 
motion was formally mov^. Pages 
351-352. 

Speeches by — on amendments to sub- 
clause (1) of clause 2 of the Bengal 
(Rural) Primary Education (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1942. Pages 369-370, 372- 
373. 

Question by — regarding arresj; of mem- 
bers of the Bengal Legislature under 
the Defence of India Act. Page 407. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
air raids in Bengal. Pages 410411. 

Point of order raised by — as to 
whether an Hon’ble Minister can 
reply to a question in respect of a 
matter which is admittedly suh 
jydice. Page 417. 

Point of order raised by — as to 
whether an Hon’ble Minister should 
be allowed to be cross-examined 
espiH^ially in a ufatter which is sfuh 
yvdue. Page 416. 

Observations by — as to when an 
Hon’ble Minister should raise bis 
objections to an adjourn mejit 
motion. Page 423. 

Speeches by — on the amendments to 
the clauses of the Bengal (Rural) 
Primary Education (Amendment) 
Bill, 1942. Pages 425, 429-431, 435, 
477478, 480481, 484, 486-487, 501-502, 
m, 591j 598, 599, 601, 604, 620. 

Point of information raised by — as to 
whether his short-notice question on 
the Midnapore Cyclom* would be 
answered. Page 4%. 

Speech made b> — on the statement 
made by the Hon’ble Mr. Pram itha 
Nath Banerjee regarding flood and 
cyclone situation in Midnapore and 
^Parganas. Pages 537-53B. 

Point of information raised by — in 
connection with the further state- 
ment made by the Hon’ble Mr. 
Pramatha Nuth Banerjee, Minister 
in charge of Revenue, regarding 
cyclone situation in Midnapore. 
Pages 549, 552, 553. 

Observation made by — in connection 
with the discussion of the I snnous 
Loans (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 
1940, moviMl by Mr. Nur Ahmed. 
Page 560. 

Observation made by — in c-onnection 
with the Bengal E'ood Adulteration 
(Amendment) Bill, 1940, tabled by 
Mr. Nur Ahmed (in regard to the 
Select Committee thereof). Page 
571. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
imposition of collective linos. P^ge 
583. 
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Question by— regarding firing in 

Central Jail, Dacca, rage 623. 

Speech by — on the reHointion regard- 
ing budget provision for small irii- 
gational projects. Page 6t6. 

Speech by — on the resolution rc-gai cl- 
ing the stoppage of the recurrence 

•“ of the flood ill the Murshidabad dis- 
trict. Page 641. 

Speech by — on the resol Ujion regard- 
ing the manufacture of some of the 
articles which used to he imported 
from Jajian, Gernianv aiul Jialv etc. 
Pages 6,‘i8, 6;i9. 

Speech by — on the .sjiecial motion re- 
arding recruitment of .soldiers to 
efeyd India in general, and Bengal 
in particular, against the apprehend- 
ed enemy attack. Pages (133, 634, 
636. 

Speech by — on the spec*ial Qiotion re- 
garding modification or withdrawal 
of rules and laws prohibiting the 
sale of salt manufactured in coastal 
areas of Bengal. Pages l29-<>30. 

Question by — regarding sugar shortage. 
Page 65^1 

Question by — regarding supply of nee, 
etc. Pages 654-655. 

Question by — regarding damage done 
by the recent cveione in Midnnpore. 
Pages 661-662. 

Supplementary qu(^stioll by — on the 
short-notice que^stion regarding the 
arrest of Mr. Kiron S'ankar Boy, 
M.L.A. Page 691. 

Oatta, Mr. Bankiin Ctiandra— 

Obituary' reference by — to the death of 
Khan Bahadur Syed Muhammad 
Ghaziul Huq, M.L.C. Pages 346-341. 

Otatha— 

(^estion regarding — from malaria, in 
1940 in Bengal, Pagtvi 135-137. 

Oabt Sattlemant Boarda— 

Question by Mr. Nur Ahmed rj^arding 
cases pending bc?tore the—. Pages 
225-228. 

Dtm i aa- 

Announcement by Mr. l^utv Presi- 
dent of the — of the Hon’Dle Mr. 
8. C. Mitra, President of the Bengal 
Legislative Council. Page 377. 

Oapiity Praaidant, Mr.— 

Announcement by — of the demise ol 
the Hon’ble Mr. 8. C. Mitra, Presi- 
dent of the Bengal Legislative Coun- 
cil. Page 377. 

Announcement by — of the personnel of 
the Committee of Privileges, Page 
179. 

Announcement by— of the nomination 
by Mr. President of Mr. W. B. G. 
LiEiidlaw on the Committee of Privi- 
leges. Page 288. 


Dapvly PraiMadt, Mr.— oaaM. 

Announcement by— of the time within 
which amendments to the Itengal 
(Rurall Primary Education (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1&42, wU| bo recoiv‘>d. 
Page 293. 

Disallowance by — of Mr. Nur .^hm.Ml’s 
adjournment motion regarding Gov- 
ernment’s policy in ordering an 
enquiry into the working of the 
Dacca District Board on the ground 
that the order was passed in the 
usual course of administratum. 
Page 586. 

Disallowance by — of an adjournment 
motion n'garding an order of the 
Sii Ini i visional Officer of Nator prohi- 
biting alt political demonstrations 
and sjieeches and criticisms of Gov- 
ernment policy etc. Page 697. 

Disallowance by — of an adjournment 
motion regarding the resignation ol 
the Hou’hle Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookeriee as it was a constitutional 
issue and the Proviinual Governnnuit 
was not responsible for the resigna- 
tion of Dr. Mookerjeo. Page 172. 

Dissatisractiow expressed by — that 
Government were not sending timely 
information in respi‘ct of tlie daily 
business for the Upper House. Pago 
279. 

Enquiry by — if tht‘ Hon’ble header of 
the House can enlighten ihi‘ House 
regarding the promised reply to be 
given by the Hoii’ble MiinsUT in 
charge of Cominiinications and 
Works to the question of tlu> Hap 
Bahadur of Nasliipur regarding mil- 
way accidents. Page 493. 

Enquiry by — as to whether there was 
any objection to taking up the Tliird 
CU^ading of the Bengal (Ruial) 
Primary Education (Amendment) 
Bill, 1942, on the day that the con- 
sideration of its (‘lauses was finished. 
Page 621. 

Governor’s message regarding the 
Bengal Land Revenue Sales (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1941, read by — . Pages 
54-r>5. 

Obituary reference made by — to the 
death of Hon’hle Sir Muhammad 
Yakub, Reforms Advisor to Hw 
Exalted Highness the Nizam of 
Hyderabad. Page 6H7, 

Obituary reference by — to the death 
of Khan Bahadur Syed Muhauifiiad 
Ghaziul Huq, M.L.C. Page 341. 

Observation by — that if any Hon'ble 
Minister does not accept a question 
at short notice, it is not necessary 
for him to assign any ground. Page 
178. 

Observation by — that short-notice 
amendments having the effiKJt of in- 
creasing the proposed total number 
of personnel of a Select Committee 
on a Bill was not permissible. Page 
188. 
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Dapiity FrttMtnt, Mr.->eon^. 

Observation by — that generally proper 
notice has got to be given for each 
amendment but if the House had no 
objection he might allow ahort-notice 
amendments. Page 154. 

Observation by — that there was no pro- 
vision in tne rules for sending any 
fresh notice calling in nominations 
to the Privilege Committee but that 
if any member whose nomination 
was accepted w’ould withdraw, then a 
representative from the European 
Group could come in his place. 
Page 180. 

Observation by— that the Chair can 
admit short-notice amendments even 
on an oral request and also further 
to allow such amendments to be 
moved on the same day as they are 
admitted. Page 291. 

Observation by — that the debate shall 
be confined only to the point of 
variation in regard to dates when 
circulation motions in respect of 
any Bill differ only in that respect. 
Page 209. 

Observation made by — that a point of 
privilege, before the Chair can give 
its opinion on it offhand, should 
preferably be moved in the fonn of 
a motion to refer it to the Committee 
of Privilege. Page 2o3. 

Observation by — that no honourable 
member c*ould refer to what took 
place in another place. Page 232. 

Obvscrvation made by — that no notice 
having been given by the Hon’ble 
Minister of his intention to move 
lor consideration of * the Bengal 
(B-ural) Primary Education (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1942, which ought to 
have been done, he should give for- 
mal notice before he proceed.s fur- 
ther. Pages 2J11-232. 

Observation by — tiiat he cannot allow 
any further debate after a reply has 
been given by the mover of a motion 
and tlio Hon'ble Minister has spoken 
thereon. Page 336. 

Observation by — tliat it was regret- 
able that sometimes Hon’ble Minis- 
ters did not care to att<md the meet- 
ings of the Council nor to send inti- 
mation beforehand of their inability 
to do so. Page 349. 

Observation by — that frei'dom of speech 
was a great privilege but aWse 
thereof in a lighthearted manner 
was to be deprecated, and he could 
not allow any iionournble member to 
continue in that strain. Page 363. 

Observation by — on the question of 
postponement of the business of the 
House after the passing of the con- 
dolence resolution on the demise ot 
Hon’ble Mr. S. C. Mitra. Page 395. 

Observation by— a statement in 
connection with an adjournment 
motion, if not made earlier, may be 


Dtpirty PritMtal, Mr.— ^ 

made by an Hon’ble Minister only 
after the adjournment motion has 
been moved. Page 420. 

Observation by — ^that honourable mem- 
bers should not indulge in freely 
criticising other honourable members 
and that it was expected of them 
that they would observe parliament 
tary conventions and allow the pro- 
ceedings of the House to go on 
peacefully and not to generate un- 
necessary heat. Page 468. 

Observation by — that the word “lie’* 
was an unparliamentary* expression. 
Page 456. 

Observation by — that it is the general 
convention that unless an adjourn- 
ment motion which is under consi- 
deration is disposed of, other 
adjournment motions are not taken 
up. Page 439. 

Observation by — regarding Mr. Mur 
Ahmed’s adjournment motion on the 
Midnapore cyclone that if the 
Hon’ble Minister’s statement on the 
subject did not satisfy tlie member 
then, if necessary, he muld move his 
adjournment motion. Page 196. 

Observation by — that members should 
not waste the tim^ of the House by 
mutual accusations on personal or 
party linos, and. that members had 
assembled there for serious business. 
Page 515. 

Observation by— on the change in 
the hour of sitting on Fridays. 
Page 517. 

Observation by — that no member 
should base any argument or conclu- 
sion as to the working of any mem- 
bers mind on amendments which 
have not yet been moved. Page 563. 

Observation by — that an Hon’bie 
Mini.ster though not a member of 
the Upper House may serv€v as a 
member of a Committee of the 
Upper House. Page 560. 

Observation by — regarding reply of 
question to be given by the Hon’ble 
Naw'ab Bahadur of Dacca. Page 
609. 

Obs(Tvation by — that as the House was 
not agreeable to accept an ameud- 
ment as a short-notice motion he 
could not accept it. Page 636. 

Observation by — ^that questions may be 
put to Hon’ble Ministers only for 
eliciting information and not in a 
spirit of cross-examinations. Page 
677. 

Query by — whether consent of mem- 
bers whose nam^s were proposed on 
a non-ofiicial Select Committee on 
the Bengal (Rural) Primarv Educa^ 
tion (Amendment) Bill, 1942, had 
been previously obtained. Page 271. 

Reply by — to the point of order r^ard- 
ing financial liability imposed on 
Government by a non-official resora- 
tion. Page 630. 
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Dtp nty Prwiitnt Mr. — contd. 

Remarks made by — in connection with 
the observation of Mr. Hamidul Hiiq 
Choiidliury on tlie. statement ot 
Hon’ble Home iVIinister regarding 
Police firing incident at Kishoreganj. 
I^iges 61o, 016. 

- llemarks by — in (“nnnection with ad- 
jonriiment motions of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed regar^ling rise in the prices 
of foodstuff. Page 017. 

Remark by — that it was not intelli- 
gible how a statement made m the 
Council being a part of the jwo- 
ceedings ol the House, (‘onld be with- 
held by anybody. Page 020. 

Remarks and observations made by — 
in connection with discussion arising 
out of the stati'inent madt* b\ the 
Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath haner- 
jee on the flood and cyclone situation 
in Midiiapore and 24-Parganas. 
Pages .W5, oJk), 5.‘18, 539. 

Remarks and obsenations made by — 
in connection with adjournment 
motion moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed 
regarding feeding arrangements for 
th(' Muslim evaciu'es from Arakan 
and other parts of Burma who have 
arrived at CWttagong. Pagw 542. 
543, 544. 

Remarks by — in connection with the 
adjournment motion moved by Mr. 
Nur Ahmed regarding imposition ot 
colh‘Ctive fine on Muslim population 
of Bengal in general and in particu- 
lar of Vardhahat in Chittagong, ot 
Burichar Dharmpur in Tippera, etc. 
Pages 544-546. 

Remarks and observations made by — 
in connection with the discussion of 
the Usurious Loans (Bengal Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1940, moved hv Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. Pages .560, 561, ^2. 

Remarks and observations made by — 
in connection with the discussions ot 
the Bengal Municipal (Amendment) 
Bill, 1940, moved bv Mr. Nur Ahmed. 
Pagt^s 562, 563, 564, 

Remarks by— in connection with the 
Agriculturists Loans (Bengal Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1940, moved by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. Page 672. 

Remarks and observations made by — 
in connection with the discussion on 
the clauses of the Bengal (Rural) 
Primary Education (Amendment) 
Bill, 1942. Pages 520, 621, .522, 52.3, 
525, 526, 528 and 529. 

Remarks made by — on the point of in- 
formation raised by Mr. Lalit Ch. 
Das regarding his short-notice Ques- 
tion on the Midnapore cycfone. 
Page 496. 

Remarks and observations made by — 
on the discussions of the clauses ot 
the Bengal (Rural) Primaiy Educa- 
tion (Amendment) Bill, 1942. Pages 
497, 602, 603, 507, 513-614, 615, 516. 

^Remarks made by — that if the House 
desired him to postpone his ruling on 
the adjournment motion regarding 


Dtpuiy PruMaiit, Mr. — ^oncld. 

the Kishoreganj firing he would 
waive the objection about urgency. 
Page 469. 

Remarks by — in connectioii with an 
offlciiil reipusst to relax the rule rt*- 
gardiiig ten day>’ notice in respect 
ol motions ft)r considcnition of Bills. 
Page 2.34. 

Remarks by — in <‘ontu*ction with the 
Public Acollnt^ (\)minit’ce tor the 
Upper Hoiist'. Pagi* 141. 

Remarks by — on the \n)int of procedure 
in coiiiu'ction with the discussion ol 
the (Mn. : Minister's stati'inent on the 
(ienernl Eduention in tlie Province. 
Pages 148-150. 

Rerpie.st math' by — not to indulge in 
elaborate rt'ferenecs to matters which 
have no direct hearing on the subject 
under discussion. Page 260. 

Remn'st made hv — that the Lender of 
the House will kindly see that ques- 
tions |) it to Hon’hle Minister he 
^swered ns soon as possible. Page 

Ruling given by — that the Select Uom- 
inittee motion of Khan Bahadur 
Naziniddin Ahmad in respect of liis 
Bengal Hindu Women’s Rigli^ in 
Agricultural Land Bill, 1941, militat- 
ing as it did, against rule .56 of the 
Riiies ol the Hoiisi' was out of order. 
Pages 189-190. 

Rilling by — that if after tlie final nudy 
ot an Hon’ble Minister any inenioeV 
spt'aks, then the jHon’bie Minister has 
the right of making a reply oiilv to 
the n«'w points thus ruiw*d. Pugi* 
148. 

Ruliiifj; by — that a Select CoiiimitU'e 
motion which was not drawn up in 
accordance with the resp(*ctive party 
strength of the different parties was 
out of ordi'r. Pa ges 275-276. 

Ruling by — that, if necessary, voting 
will be allowed on the special motion 
or motions arising out of the Chiel 
Minister’s staU>ment regarding tlu» 
general situation in the piovince. 
Page 2.38. 

Ruling by — disallowing an adjourn men t 
motion regarding the * Ihstnct 
Magistrate’s order allowing a pioces- 
sion with music to pass tlie Pnrana 
Thana Mosque at Kishoreganj. 
Pages 671-672. 

Ruling by — on the point of order 
raised in connection with the 
adjournment motion regarding 
Kishoreganj firing. Pages 66^7. 

Speech by — on the condolence rdfolu- 
tion regarding the demise, of the 
Hoii’ble Mr. 8, C. Mitra'. Pages 
.‘194-395. 

bpeedh by — on the condolence resolu- 
tion regarding the demise of Rai 
Bahadur Manmatha Nath. Bose. 
Pages 463464. 

OMt— 

Resolution regarding dissemination of 
knowledge about the natTitive 
value or a^propdf— . Pages 126-136- 
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Olrtrtor— , . 

Question regarding the — of Public 
Health. Page 176. 

District Boaitl— 

Question regarding elecjtion to the — 
of Mymensingh. Pages 104-105. 

Disturbances— 

Question regarding — at Bhanga. 
Pages 655-656. 

Division — 

On resolution regarding the manuf^- 
ture of some of the articles which 
used to be imported from Japan, 
Germany and Italy. Page 640. 

On clause 6 of the Bengal (Rural) 
Primary Education (Amendment) 
Bill, 1942. Page 607. 

On clause 3(js?) of the Bengal (Rural) 
Primary Education (Amendment) 
Bill, 1942. Page 594. 

On clause of the Bengal (Rural) 

Primary Education (Amendment) 
Bill, 1942. Pages 489, 606. 

On clause 2{l){h) of the Bengal (Rural) 
Primary Education (Amendment) 
Bill, 1942. Page 479. 

On clause 2(1) oT the Bengal (Rural) 
Primary Education (Amendment) 
Bill, 1942. Pages 366-366. 

Omission of clause 2 of the Bengal 
(Rural) Primary Education (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1942. Page 367. 

On clause 2(1) (c) of the Bengal 
(Rural) Primary Education (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1942. Page 483. 
Re-<*irculation of the Bengal Urban 
Poor Relief Bill, 1940. Page 197. 

On circulation for opinion of the 
Bengal (Rural) Primary Education 
(Amendment) Bill, 1942. Page 268. 
On clause 2(1) (5) of the Bengal 
(Rural) Primary Education (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1942. Page 433. 

On clause 2(1) (c) of the Bengal 
(Rural) Primary Education (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1942, Pages 426-427. 

Education- 

Question regarding — of hoys and girls 
in class 1 areas of Bengal. Pages 
37.;i8. 

Non-official resolution regarding 
measures for the spread of rapid 
— amongst the Muslim population ot 
Bengal. Pages 440448. 

Education Cota— 

Question regarding imposition of the — 
in Murshidabad. Pages 36-37. 

Elootlon(i) — 

Question regarding false personations 
at—. Pages 133-134, 408409. 

Enquiry— 

By Mr. Naresb Nath Mookerjee as to 
the ground on^ which the Govern- 
ment have not accepted bis short- 
notice question rerarding rice, sugar 
and jute. Page 178.^ 


Exoiii ttiops— 

Question regarding the number of— in 
Calcutta. Page 222. 

Promotion of assistants of the . 

Question regarding— by Mr. Humayun 
Kabir. Page 492 

Leave for the assistants of — . r 
Question and supplementaries re- 
garding — by Rai Sahib JatindraT* 
Mohan Sen. Page^ 491492. 

Engineer estimators — 

Question regarding pay of — . Pages 
40-41. 

Evacuation^ 

Question regarding the — of Calcutta 
and Chittagong. Pages 29-32. 

European ovabuaot— 

Question regarding accommodation of 
— fiom Calcutta to Taki. Page 38. 

European wards— 

Question by Mr. Khorshed A lam 
Chowdhury regarding — of the Cal- 
cutta Medical College Hospitals. 
Pages 17-19. 

Famine Rsiisf Fund— ^ 

Short-notice question by Mr. J. B. 
Ross regarding the total sum at 

present at the credit of the . 

Pages 663-664. 

Fooa— 

Question regarding — realised from 
candidates for auditorship, etc. 
Page 177. 

Firing- 

Question regarding— in Central JaiL 
Dacca. Page 623. 

Fishsriss Dspartmont— 

Question regarding steps to revive the 
— . Pages 101-102. 

Food crops— 

Question regarding increasing the 
cultivation of—. Pages 209-210. 

Fridays— 

Change in the hour of sitting on — on 
account of the Jumma prayers. 
Page 517. 

Futka marliats— 

Question regarding — by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. Page 541. 

Gonsral situation — 

Statement made by the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister regarding the — in the Pro- 
vince. Pages 81-98. 

Discussion of the special motion aris- 
ing out of the Chief Minister’s state- 
ment on the — ^in the Province. 
Pages 148-163, 294-305, 308-336. 
Grant(a>— 

Question regarding Government— to 

Madrassahs. Pages 21-22. 
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VlMliulltli, tiM Hoffi'ble Hawab Khwafa 
df Daoea— 

Reply by — to a point of privilege 
raised by Mr. Hamidul Huq Chow- 
dhury regarding an inadequate 
aiiswer to a question regarding 
quantity of ricp purchased by Gov- 
ernment. Pages 252*254. *- 

Reply by — to the Hpocial motion arising 
out of the Chief Minister’.s statement 
regarding the general situation in 
the province. Pages 319-.%30. 

Observations by — in opoosing the ad- 
mission of Mr. Nur Anmed’s adjourn- 
ment motion regarding ''control ot 
prices of foodstuft’s etc. Page 45. 

Staten^^ent by — regarding experiments 
made by the Orissa Government to 
manufacture paiper from water-hya- 
cinth. Pages l()7-l()8. 

Higlier Education — 

Question by Mr. Nur Ahmed regarding 
— for Muslim girls. Pages 

House Committee^ 

Nominations made by Mr. President 
to the — . Page 52. 

• 

Hosain, Khan Bahadur Bayed Muaziam* 

uddin— 

Amendments moved by — to sub-clau.se 
(1) of clause 2 of the Bengal (Rural) 
Primary Education (Amendment) 
Bill, 1942. Page 358. 

Attention of the House drawn by — to 
rule 56(2) of the Rules of Procedure 
with r^ard to the formation of 
Select ^mmittees on Bills from the 
different parties in the Council. 
Page 187. 

Declaration by — that he would not 
press his adjournment motion re- 
garding the Atharabari Shooting 
incident pending the Ministers 
statement tnereupon. Page 

Knquirv made by — regarding the pro- 
mised statement on the dearth ot 
small coins. Page 619. 

Motion moved by — that the Bengal 
(Rural) Primary Education (Am**nd- 
ment) Bill. 1942, as passed by the 
Assembly oe circulated for eliciting 

• opinion. Page 258. 

Motion moved by — that the Bengal 
(Rural) Primary Education (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1942. be referred to a 
Select Committee. Pages 277-278. 

Motion moved by — that the Bengal 
Non-Agrieultural Tenancy Bill, 1940, 
be referred to a Select Committee 
and speeches made by — . Pages 555- 
556, 668. 

Motion moved by — that the Bengal 
Emergency Rent Remission Bill, 
1941, be referred to a Select Cem- 
mittee. Pages 200*201. 

Motion moved by-^that the Bengal 

* Land Alienation Bill, 1940, be refer- 
red to a Select Committee. Pages 
196-199. 


NMam, Khan Bafiaiur Bayti il i ai aia iB- 

llMin~~con^d. 

Motion moved by — that the Bengal 
Urban Poor Relief Bill, 1940. be* 
referred to a Sel(‘ct Committee.. 
Pagw 193-196. 

Notice given by — of an adjouni'nent 
motion regarding dearth oif small 
coins. Page 472. 

Obituary reference by — to the death of 
Khan Bahadur Syed Md. Ghaziiil 
Huq. M.L.O. Page 340. 

Observation by — that there was a con- 
vention *hnt the third reading of a 
Bill should not be taken up <m the 
day on w'hich the .seeoiul reading was* 
finished. Page 621. 

Observation by — that the adjouniinont 
motion regarding the police firing at 
Kishori^anj must be proctn^ded with 
that day unlt*ss the House was to sit 
on the day w’hen the Chief Minister 
promised to make his statement 
thereon. Pages 464, 467, 469, 472. 

Obs«*rvation and speeches made hv — 
in connection with the statiuiient 
of the Hon’ble Home Minider n*- 
garding police firing incident at 
Ki.shoreganj. Pages 0l*W>14, 616. 

Observations made by — in connection 
wdth adjournment motion ol Mr. 
Nur Ahmed regarding rise in the 
prices of foodstuff^. Page 617. 

Point of order rai8(‘d by — regiirding 
the procedure to be adopted in dis- 
cussing the amendments to the CHind 
Minister's stati^ment on the gc^neral 
situation in the province. Pages 
146-151. 

Statement made by — ^justifying his ad- 
journment motion regarding an order 
of the Siibdivisionai Officer of Nator 
turbiddmg all ixditical demonstra- 
tions ana speeches and criticisms of 
Government policy. Pages 696*697. 

Question by — regarding arrest of Mr. 
Fazlul Quader C-howdhury. Page 
63. 

Question by — regarding steps to reduce 
the heavy arrears of the Co-opera- 
tive Societies. Pages 06-68. 

Question by — regarding Chairman of 
the Bakarganj Distrust Board. Page 
69. 

Question by — regarding Chairman of 
the Bogra District Board. Pages 
70-73. 

Supplementary question by — on the 
question regarding the quinine 
plantation of Bengal. Page 75. 

Question by — regarding election to the 
District Board of Mymensingh. 
Pages 104-105. 

Remarks by — in connection with his 
adjournment motion regarding Gov- 
emmenUs failure to give protection 
to the students of the Calcutta 
colleges against Picketers etc. 
Page 47. 

Question by— regarding a moMue for 
the litigant public in the Alipore 
Court. 36-39. 
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MMIn, Khan Bahadur Bayad Muazzam- 

Question by — regarding public burial 
grounds. Page 34. 

Supplementary question by— -regarding 
establishment of District School 
Boards under the Primary Education 
Act, 19.30. Page 21. 

Supplementary question by — on the 
question regarding restriction of 
jute. Page 27. 

Speech by — on the condolence resolu- 
tion regarding the demise of the 
Hon'ble Mr. 8. C. Mitra, President 
of the Council. Page 380. 
Supplementary question by — on 
question regarding scholarships for 
Muslims. Pages 256-257. 

Suggestion made by — that sufficient 
time should be given to the members 
to put in amendments to the Bengal 
(Rural) Primary Education (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1942. Page 290. 

Question by — regarding scheme for 
increasing the cultivation of food 
crops. Page 209. 

Question by— -regarding the industri- 
alisation of the country. Pages 210- 
212 . 

Question by — regarding the last meet- 
ing of the Board of Economic 
Enquiry: Page 217. 

Question by— regarding agricultural 
loan. Pages 22^225. 

Question by — regarding supersession of 
the Chittagong Municipality. Pages 
137-138. 

Question by — regardii^ contributions 
to the War Fund. Pages 141-142. 
Question by — regarding lands that 
have gone out of cultiyation. Page 
142. 

Speech by — on the third reading of the 
- ^ngal Agricultural Debtors (Second 
Amendment) Bill, 1942. Pages 146- 
147. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
imposition of collective fines. Page 

m. 

Questions asked by — in the matter of 
the Raver Bazar looting case. Pages 
414, 416. 

Speeches on the amendments W — on 
the Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa- 
tion (Amendment) Bill, 1942. Pages 
J156, 373, 425426, 428-430, 435, 475, 

478, 481, 484, 486488, 503-505, 516, 
523, 524, 528, 590, 593, 595, 596, 597, 
601, 604, 606, 6194J21. 

Statement by — in justification of his 
adjournment motion regarding non- 
publication of the Chief Minister’s 
statement made in the House about 
the Kishoreganj Mosque Shooting 
incident. Pages 625-626. 

Speech by — on th^ special motion re- 
garding modifietftion or withdrawal 
of rules and laws prohibiting the 
sale of salt manufactured in coastal 
areas of Bengal. Pagu 628-629. 


Hoeain, Khail Batiailur Bayed Muaizanr* 

uddin — contd. 

Speech by — on the special motion re- 

f arding recruitment of soldiers to 
efend India, in general, and 

Bengal, in particular, again^ the 
apprehended enemy attack. Page " 

632. 

Speech by — on the resolution regarding 
the stoppage of the recurrence of 
flood in the Kandi .subdivision of the 
Murshidabad district. Page 641. 
Resolution moved by — regarding allot- 
ment of a sum of Rs. 10 lakhs in 
the budget for small irrigation pro- 
jects in Eastern and Northern 
Bengal. Pages 64^1-644. 

Reply by — to the debate on Ins resolu- 
tion regarding manufacture of 
articles which used to be imported 
from Japan, Germany, Italy, etc. 
Pages 638-639, 640. 

Question by — as to whether agricul- 
tural labourers have been affected by 
the policy of jute restriction. Pages 
651-652. 

Speech by — on the condolence resolu- 
tion relating to the demise of Rai 
Bahadur Manmatha Nath Bose, 
M.L.C. Page 40(V 

Question by — regarding Kazi Advisory 
Committee. Pages 1^5-346. 

Speech by — on the third reading of the 
Bengal (Rural) Primary Education 
(Amendment) Bill, 1942. Pages 
679-682. 

Question by — regarding amount spent 
on relief operation in the Bhati area 
of Mymensingh district. Pages 656- 
657, 661. 

Speech by — on Mr. Nur Ahmed’s 

resolution regarding measures for 
the rapid spread of education of ail 
sorts amongst the Muslim popula- 
tion of Bengal. Pages 445, 446. 

Non-official resolution moved by — re- 
garding manufacture of articles 

hitherto imported from Japan, 

Germany and Italy. Pages 448451. 

Remarks made by — regarding long list 
of questions remaining unanswered 
from previous sessions. Page 493. 

Speech made by — on the adjournment . 
motion tabled by Mr. Nur Ahmed on 
the Midnapore cyclone. Pago 495. 

Special motion moved by — to the Chief 
Minister’s statement regarding the 
general situation in the province, as 
also reply to the Minister’s observa- 
tions thereon. Pages 151-154, 330- 
334. 

Speech made by — on the change in the 
hpur of sittings on Fridays. Page 
517. 

Speeches made by — on the statement 
made by the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha 
Nath Banerjee re^arditm flood and 
cyclone situation in Midnanore and 
24-Pansana8. Pagea 638. 



INDEX. 


xvii 


Hinln, Khan Bahatfur layaa Muttaam- 

tM\n---concld. 

Remarks made by — on the further 
statement made by the Hon’ble Mr. 

P. N. Banerjee, Minister in charge j 
of Revenue, regarding ryelone siiua- 
tJon in Midnanore. Pages 540, 547, 

552, 55.S, 5r>l. 

^uq, the Hon’bie Mr. A. K. Faziul— 

Argument by — op|)o.sing the admission 
of an adjournment mot ion regarding 
the District Magistrate ol Myinen- 
singh's order in allowing a proc'es- 
sion with music to pass tin* Piirana 
Thana Mosque Jit Kishoroganj. 
Pages ()f)8-0()9. 

Inability exiiressed by — to answer a 
short-notur (pH‘s(ioii rt‘ganlmg tlu‘ 
arrest of Mr. Kiion iSankar Itoy, 
M.L.A. Page ()(»5. 

Objection raised by — to the iKljourn- 
ment motion on the Atliaruha/iar 
and Nayaha/.ar looting cjise on the 
ground that the matter w'as under 
adjudication in a court ol law. 
Pages 420-421. 

Observation by — in connection with 
the complaint ot Khan Sahib Abul 
Quasein that^ Hon’ble Ministers do 
not pay any attention to the business 
of the Ooiincil. J’age (509. 

Remarks by — in opposing the admis- 
sion of Sir. Nur Almied’s adjoiirii- 
nieiit motion regarding the control 
ot prices of foodsl lid’s etc. Page 
40. 

Reply by — to Mr. Abdul Qiiasem’s 
ndjoiiriimeiit motion regarding the 
illegal coikIucI of the Bengal 
Ministry in allov\ing travelling 
allowances lo b<‘ drawn by jwirty 
members from public funds for 
attending party meetings, eU-. 
Page 50. 

Reply by — to the resoliilion regarding 
the release of Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose in detention in the Triehinopoly 
Jail. Page 125. 

Reply by — to the iindion for pn-s.-iita- 
tio'n ol an Address lo His EM-elIcncy 
the Governor of Bengal regarding re- 
eruitineiit of more cadets in the 
Maidun Defence Forces. Pages 122- 
123. 

Reply by — to the point of order re- 
garding the proi’ednre to be adopted 
in discussing the a mend men ts to his 
Statement on the General Situation 
in the Province. Pages 1 18-150. 

Reply by — to the amendment to his 
Statement regarding the General 
Situation in the Provinee. Pages 
334-336. 

Speech by~on the, eoiidoloiiee resolu- 
tion regarding the demise of the 
Hon’ble Mr. S. 0. Mitra, President 
of the Council. Page 382. 

• Statement made lUiy. -regarding 
Kishoreganj Police ^ng incident, 
pages 610-613, 614, 615^16, 


Huq, ttit Mr. A. K. Paziul *^1 ncld. 

Statement by — regarding an adjonrn- 
merit motion about the noii-pnliHmi- 
tion of bis statement iiunle in the 
House regarding the Kishoreganj 
Mosque Shooting incident. Images 
(>25-626. 

Slntoment by — on an adj<mrmuent 
motion regarding an order ol the 
SnlKti^ isioiial OHicer ol Nalor pro- 
hibiting all political ch ''must rat ions 
and spia'clies and t'riticisins of (h)v- 
cnniienl police, ('tc. Pages 60(»-f)!)7. 

Statmneiil imuh* In - about (’ominitiecs 
ap|H>iiiU\! by Government. Pages 
699-700. 

Improvement ^ 

(Jfoc.stum regnrdiiig--of roads, etc 
Pages 7.1-: 1. 

Industries 

(Jiicslioii regarding large si .lie dcvelop- 
incnl ol . J^lges 213-21 I. 

Industrialisation - 

(^iicstKoi rcgaiiliiig the -ol the nmii- 
try. Pages 210-213. 

Jails - 

(,)iiesii(m by Mr. Nur Aliiucd regarding 
the ri‘lorm ol . Page 165. 

Jail Press and Forms Department, Ali- 
pore — 

Stalcmcnt by llic Home Minisj r re- 
garding the stall ill the- I*agr 43, 

Jan, AlhadI Khan Bahadur Shaikh 

Muhammad — 

Spcecli hy on Die deiniso ol I he 
Hon'hlo Mr. S. C. Mitra. Pagi' 391. 

Spee<’b hy on the third reading ol the 
Bengal (Biiral) Primary Kdiic.i.ioii 
(Amendment) Bill, 1912. images 791- 
705. 

Speech by —on lhi‘ C'hiel M mister’s 
slatemeiU regarding the g« m rni 
situation III the Proviiiei*. Page-s 
294-297. 

Jessore— 

Quest nm hy Mr. Amulvadhoiie Boy re- 
garding the — l'olfcctorat<‘. Pages 
167-174. 

Judicial Department— 

(Question regarding appointment ot the 
Secretary to the—. Pages '>77-578. 

Juto— 

Question regarding restriction of culti- 
vation of — . Pageg 23-28. 

Kabir, Mr. Humayun— 

Observation by — that the Oppo.sition 
eould 8|M^ak on a motion only till the 
Chair had bt^un putting the motion 
and not affer it, Pag© 282. 
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K«Mr, Mr. Hunityuii— con<rf. 

Point of information raised by — in 
connection with the adjournment 
motion tabled by Mr, Nur Ahmed re- 
garding imposition of collective fines 
on the Mosh'm population of Bengal 
in general and in particular of 
Vardahat in Chittagong, Burichang, 
Dhannpur in Tippera etc. Page 
545. 

Point of infontnitioii raised by — re- 
garding the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee of the Council. Pages 143- 
144. 

Point of order raised by — as to whether 
a member was entitled to east any 
reflection on the Chair. Page 456. 

Point of order raised by— that the 
s(‘eond motion for circulation of the 
Bengal (Biiral) Primary Kdiication 
(Amendment) Bill, 11)42, was allno^t 
similar to tin* one just now derided 
hy the House, and h<*iiee i ••petition 
oi the old arguments should not he 
allowed. Page 269. 

Point of order raised by — that Mr. 
A bill Qiiasem’s Select Committee 
motion on the Bengal (Rural) Pri- 
nnirv hhliication (Amendment) Bill, 
1942, should he nih'd out of order 
as the same does not eorreetly re- 
presiUit (he diffen'iii parties in the 
House. J’age 271. 

Question l»y — regarding A.U.P. war- 
dens’ posts. Pages 106-167. 

QiK’stion hy — regarding appoi’itnient 
of the Secretary to the diiditial 
Defuirtment. Pago 577. 

Reiiiarhs by— in connc'ction with a 
point of ordi'r raised as to whether 
an Hon’lile Minister wdio w^as not a 
member of a partieuhir (fli.iinber 
eould preside ov<'r the deliberations 
of a Select (\iminilt.ee of that Cbam- 
her. Pages 111, 113. 

Request by- -that in all eas«'s ot 
afljoiirnment motions, as far as 
pifssihle, statements may Iw allowed 
to l)e made hy Hon'ble Ministers 
hetore adioiirnnieiit motions are for- 
mally moved. Pages 418-419. 

Re(|ue.st made by — to liold up tiirtber 
discussion after tlie passing of the 
eondoleiiee resolution on the demise 
of the Hon’ble Mr. S'. C. Mitrn, 
President of the Council. Page 395. 

Speeelies made hy — on elaiLses o*" the 
Bengal (Rural) Primary Education 
(Ainendineiit) Bill, 1942. Pages 364- 
365, 522, 52.5-526. 

Speech by — on the special motion re- 
garding modification or withdrawal 
of rules and Iuavs prohibiting the 
sale ol salt manufacture in coastal 
areas of B<*ngnl. Page 629. 

Speetdi by — on the . tliird reading of the 
Bengal (Rnral) Priniar,\ Education 
(Amenduient) Bill, 1942.' Pages 707' 
708, 


KaMr, Mr. Hamayun —conc/d. 

Speech by — on the non-oflicial resell u- 
tion regarding niaiiufm*tiire ot 
articles hitlierto imt‘orted from 
Japan, Germany and Italy. Pages 
451453. 

SpecHjh by — on the condolence resolu- 
tion regarding the demise ol tlm 
Hon’ble Mr. 8. C. Mitra, President 
of the Council. Pages 388-, ‘J89. 

Speech by — on the demise of Rai Baha- 
dur Manmatha Nath Bose. Page 
402. 

Speech by — on the Chief Idinistor’s 
statement regarding the gefieral 
situation in the pro vi ace. Pages 
31.5-319. - 

Spe«H*h hy — on the third reading of the 
Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Sisond 

” Ami’iidineiit) Bill, 1942. J*age 145. 

Speech hy — on the motion lor presen- 
tation of an Address to His Kxccl- 
Icncy the (jloveriior ol Bengal regard- 
ing recruitment ol more cadets in 
the Indian l)ei<‘nce h'orces, Pag(‘s 
121 - 122 . 

Speech by — on the non-oflici'il r(‘Solii- 
tion regarding the rchMse ol Mr. 
Sarat (fliaiidra lioni 

detention in ilu* I’richinopoly Jail. 
Page 124. 

Suggestion by — lor the creation ol a 
convention to call ior “papers” 
before an adjonrnment motion was 
lorniully moved on a snbiecL Jbige.s 
.3.50-;351.’ 

Supplenuuitary ()U<'stion by ---on the 
question ri'garding restriction ol 
jute. Page 26. 

Supphuiuiiitary <|ue.stion hy — on qoes- 
tion regarding Kiiropean words ol 
the Calcutta Alcdical C\)llcgi' IhKpi- 

^ tals. Pages 17-19. 

Supplementary (pit'stion l»y — regarvling 
gazetU'd appointments in eoimection 
with the quinine plantation ol 
Bengal. Page 74. 

Supplementary qimstioii by- r 'g.irding 
orders of restraint on Air. .Vshratud- 
din CJiowdluiry. Pages 65-66. 

Supplementary qiieslion liy — on ques- 
tion regarding secuiity prisoni*rs in 
Bengal. Page 348. 

Kaniii, the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M; 
Abdul— 

Acceptance by — of Mr. Lalit Chandra 
lias’s amendment to his oAvn i.incnd- 
nient regarding the circufation ot 
the Advocates Robes Bill, 1941, 
Page 184. 

Amendment moved by — that the Advo- 
cates Robes Bill, 1941, be circulated 
for eliciting opinion thereon. Page 
184. 

Amendment iiiovoaI by — that the 
Bengal Muslim Alarriage Exliava- 
gaiit and Superfluous Expenditure 
Regulati^ Bill, 1910, moved by Mb* 
Nur Ahmed, be rc-ciryulated, J*age 
367. 
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Ktrim, the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Ahdal 

— coilUi. 

Condalenee resolution moved by — on 
the demise of the Iton’hle Mr. S. C. 
Mitra, President of the Ooiineih 
."179-JtSO. 

Obituary jvltu’tmee by — to the death 
of Klian Paliadur Svt'd Md. (ehaziul 
Huq, Pa<rt* 

Ohsorvation n)!id»‘ hv n'jj.ird 111 * 1 ; en- 
quiry of Khan Pahadur Sailed 
Muazzamuddin llosain about dearth 
of small eoins. I’aiie olt). 

Observations by- retrjinlinjj; reply ot 
qiit‘siiou to be jjiveii by the jfjtm’ble 
Nawab Pahadur of Dacea. Pnnt‘s 
009-1)1(1. 

Observitlion made by — in eonnt*etioii 
with the Ilalurpiulit ineideui Ktnte* 
immt to bt* math' by him. Pajjct* (‘*18. 

Motion math' by — that llu* Ih niial 
(lliiral) Primary I'Mueatioii (Amt'iitl- 
ment) Pill, I94‘i, be taken intti eoiisi- 
(leralit)n. Pap;e 2o8. 

Motion mtjved by---that the Penp:al 
(Piiral) Pn ma I y Kdueation (Aiiu'inl- 
nu'iit) Hill. 1942, as settled in tin* 
(’oiiiieil, be passt'tl. Pact’s (oS-OtO. 

Motitiii movt'tl by — tlm't ihe Keii^?al 
Agneiiltiiral l)t*btors (Seeonil 
Anii'iitlmt'iit) Pill, 1912, as si'tth'd in 
(\)iiiieil, he passetl with final rt'ply 
to the debate. Pa^es 14.VH8. 

Mt)tu)ii liiovetl hv — that tilt' Pt'n$!;Hi 
rrbaii Ptior lle'lit'f Hill, 1940, be re- 
eirenlated lor tipinitm. Paj^es lfH> 
197. 

Nt)tiee piiveii by— • rt*}j;ardinp; the takiiiK 
intt) fonsideration t)f tht' Ht'iipal 
(Pural) Pnmarv Kdiieatitni (.Amend- 
ment) Pill, 1942. J»aKe 202. 

Pt>int of order rai'-t'd by — in eonnaetion 
with the Agrieultunsts Jjoans 
(Pi*ii}i;al Amendnn*nt) Hill, 1940, 
mtivt'tl by Mr. Niir Ahmed, that tht' 
Hill is t)’ut of to'tler. Pago 072. 

Pt'inarks made by — in etinneetion \^ith 
a prt)pt).sal tti ji;ive lt)n^:er time to put 
in umt'iidmeiits to the Htmgal (P.ural) 
Priimirv Kdueation (Amendment) 
Hill, 1942. Padres 292-293. 

Kt'piv by — tti Khan Hahadnr Si iyed 

M ua/zarniithliirs afljtnjrnment motion 
n sj;artlni«f: (jlovernint'iit’s failure to 
givt* protection to the students of the 
• dalcutta eolleg<‘s again.st pieketers 
etc. Pages 48-49. 

Reply by — to the resolution regarding 
manuincture of articles imported 
from foreign countric*s. Pages K3H- 

g;i9. 

Reply by — to the debate on the third 
ri*ading ol the Hetigal (Kuyal) Pri- 
mary Education (Amendment) Hill, 
1942. Pages 712-715. 

Reply by — to the motion regarding re- 
iTuitment of at least a lakh of sol- 
diers to defend Bengal and India. 
Page G.‘10. 

•Rt'ply by — to the amendments to the 
Petigai (Rural) Primary Education 
(Amendment) Bill, 1942. Page 620. 
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KariM, tut Nan’Ma Khan Bahatiur M. AMvl* 

— cofUd. 

Renlii^ by — to the aiiiu'iulmenf. to the 
Bengal (Rural) Priimiry l’'dueation 
(Ainendinent) Hili, 1942. Pages 589, 
591. 593-594, 590, 598-599, (Ud, (K45, 
607. 

Heolies by — to I be jiiiieiidimmts to the 
Bengal (Hurah Pnin.irx Kdiicatum 
(.Ainendinent) Pill, 1VM2. Pages 523, 
520. 529. 

Rt'ply inaib' by- on the claiisi's of the 
Peiigal (Piiral) Priiiiarx i.jlueation 
(Atni'inlmt'iit) llill, 1912. Pag«*s 505, 
514. 517. 

Heply by- -to tlie aiiiciidim'iits to the 
(‘laii.ses ot file Ih'iigal iPiiral) Pri- 
marv Kdinatioii (.\m«*iidnieni) Pill, 
1942. Pagt's 478. 481-482, 488. 

Heply by- to Mr. Niir Aiiiiied's resoiu- 
fion rt'garding iiu'asures lor the 
rapid .spn>a(l ol ('dinal 1011 amongsl 
Ihe Miislini popnlafioii ol Pengal. 
Pages 4-40-448 

Re|)ly by -to the aiiit'iidnienls to the 
cluii.s4's of the Pengal (Hiiral) Pri- 
inarv Education (.VtiiciidiiK'nl ) Pill, 
1942. Pages 12 1. 420, 427, 428, 429, 
432, 437. 

Heply f)y--to the amcmlnn'iits lo jthe 
Pengal (Hural) Pniiiary Kdiii'al ion 
< Aineiidnieiit) Pill, 1942. Pages 350, 
358, 3(>3, 305, 3(;8, 370. 

Hequest made by — for an early 
adjournment of (be (kiiiiK'il to 
enable menib(>r.s to atti'in^ a )>ublic 
meeting to be lii'ld to londole the 
death of the late Non’ hie President. 
Page 4(K). 

Hequest niadt' by - lo relax the jiericnl 
of notice in connection with his 
motion for ttie considi'ration of the 
Pengal (Hnral) Primary Kdiicntioii 
(Amendment) Pill, 1912, as the 
same was an import ant and urgent 
hill. Page 232.' 

Hesoliitioii movc'd liy — on ihe demise 
of Hai Pahadnr Maninailia Nath 
Po.se, M.L.C. Ibige 399. 

Statement by— regarding the (i(*arth of 
Hinall coins 011 Mr. Niir AhmiHl’s 
ndjourniiK'iii motion regarding the 
same. Page .58(1. 

Statement made by ~ in rt*ply to 
remarks ot Khan Pabadiir Saiyed 
M. Hosaiii reganling long list of 
questions remaining iinanswenMl 
from previous se.ssions. Pagt's 493- 
494. 

Statement by — regarding enquiry of 
the Haja Pahadur of Nasbipur as to 
when reply to his question oil the 
railway aeeidents would be forth- 
eoining. Page 493. 

Statement by — of the .state of railway 
business in eoniu'ction with the ad* 
jounnnent motion regarding the 
police bring at Kishoregaiij. Paget 
464-465, 4J1. 
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Kirim, tht Hon'bla Khan Biliidur M. AMul 

— conrlfl. 

Statement by — in roiinection .with the 
Hoyerbazar looting ease, together 
with other ineidental remarks. 
Pages 412-414, 416, 417, 418. 

Statement of business before the 
House by — . Pages 279-280. 

Suggestion made by — that a non-official 
flay be us<*d for discmssiiig the Ohiel 
Minister’s statement on the general 
situation in the province. i*age 286. 

Suggestions made by — to remedy the 
difficulty felt by the Council Depart- 
ment ill the punctual transmission 
of order papers for honourable mem- 
bers. J'age 129. 

Kazi Advisory Committee— 

Questioii regarding the functions of 
the — . Pages 345-047. 

Kent— 

Message from the Duchess of — regard- 
ing the death of His Iloyal Highness 
the Duke of—. Page 411. 

Kerosene- 

Question regarding high price of—. 
Pago m). 

Khan, the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 

Maulvl Hashem Ali— 

Koquest mach' 1o the Chair by — to 
postjlhiie his d(*cisi()n on the adjourn- 
ment motion r(*garding the Kishore- 
ganj liring till Wednesday next. 
Pages 463-164. 

Khan, Mauiana Muhammad Akrum— 

Speech by— on I In* coinloleiiee re.solu- 
tion regarding demise of the 
Hon’ble Mr. S. V. Mitra. Pages 
.383-384. 

King Edward Hospital- 

Question r<»garding Covernment’s con- 
tributions to the — , Midnapore. 

Page 32. 

Kishoregani— 

Mr. Dejuity Presidenl’s ruling, request 
for postponement of mljouriimeut 
motion regarding iKilice firing at — . 
Pages 463-472. 

Kishoregani police firing incident — 

Stalement made by the Hon’ble Home 
Minister regarding — and discussions 
thereon. Pages 610-()16. 

Laidlaw, Mr. W. B. G.— 

Speech by — on the demise of Rai 
Bahadur Manmatha Nath Bose, 
M.L.C. Page 400. 

Speech by — on the resolution regarding 
budget provision for small irriga- 
tional projects. Page ^647. 


Leave of abeenoe-- 

Granted by the Hoii.se to Khali 
Bahadur Alhadj Khwaja Muhammad 
Esmail, M.L.C., for a iieriod of 60 
days. Page 45. 

Granted by the llou.se to Mr. Nafeudra 
Chandra Datta for a period of 60 
days. Pages 75-76. 

Legislative Assembly — 

Qm^stion regarding arrest of members 
of the Bengal— under the Defence of 
India Act. Pages 407-408. 

Library Committee- 

Nominations made by Mr. President 
to the—. Page 52. ♦ 

Liquor- 

Question regarding foreign - shops in 
Mymensingb. Page 42. 

Loans— 

Question regarding — advanced under 
the Bengal State .4 id to Industries 
Act, 1931. l^ag^’ 5^08. 

Machine gun hre from air— 

Question regarding-^;. Pages 688-689. 

Madrasahs— 

Question regarding Government grant 
t(>-- . J*agi‘s 21-22. 

Madrasah education— 

Question r(‘garding ro(*ominendations 
of Hie — Committee. Pages 35-36. 

Maltra, Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan — 

Consid(‘ration of tlio Advocates’ Robes 
Bill, 1941, moved by — . Pages 181- 
182. 

Question by — regarding machine-gun 
fire from air. Pages 688-689. 

Question by — regarding political dis- 
lurbanees in Bengal during 1942. 
Page ()88. 

Quc'stion by— regarding the names of 
the ucciisikI in Criminal Appeal 
No. 370 of 1940. Page 66. 

Malaria- 

Question regarding deaths from — in 
1940 in Bengal. Pages 135-137. 

Medical Colleges— 

Statement laid on the table by the 
Hon’ble the Puhlii- Health Minister 
regarding eligibility of Bengali 
students for admission into the — of 
other provinces. Pages 44-45. 

Medical College Hospitals, Calcutta— 

Question by Mr. Khorshed Alam 
Chowdhury regarding European 
wards of the — . Pages 17-19. 

Medical relief— 

Question regarding rural — scheme. 
Pages 134-136. 
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Question regarding arrest of — of the 
Bengal Legislature under the 
Doienee of India Ai*t. Pages -107- 
408. 

Mess&ge(s)— 

From His Majesty the King-Kinperor 
regarding the resolution mlopted hy 
the condoling the death ot 

the Duke ot Kent. Page .‘Uo. 

From tlie Dmdiess of Kent in <oniie<“- 
tion witli the lesoliition adopted hy 
the C’ouiieil <‘ondoling the death ot 

His Jtoysil Highness tin* Duke ot 

Kent. Pag<' 411. 

From ^he la'gislaiive Assemhiy ri'gartl- 
iiig the (lovernor’.s-rei’omiiieiiding 
certain ameiidmenis to the Bengal 
Land Bevenue Sales (Amendment) 
Bill, 1941. Pag(‘s r^ry-rAi. 

Governor’s — regarding Ihuigal Land 
Revenue Salt's ( .Anieiidmeiit) Bill, 
1941. J»ag(‘s 54.55. 

Received from tin* Bengal Legislative 
Asst'mhly regarding th<‘ Bengal 
Agricultural Ih'htors (Sei-ond 
Ameiniment) Bill, 1912. ((’onciir. 

rence to thc^ amciidiin'iits made hy 
the Ppper House.) Page 25H. 

RcH'cived Irom tin* L<'gislati\<‘ 
Assenihly rc'garding-- 

(1) the W'orkmi'ii’s ('ompensation 
(Ih'iigal .Amendment) Bill, 1911, 
and 

(2) the Ih'iigal (RiiraD Primary 
Flducalion (.\nieiidment ) Bill, 
1{)12. J*age 240. 

Midnapore— 

Question regarding cyclone in — . 
Pages ()()l-(it)2. 

Question regarding the insanitary 
condition of the — town. Pag<' .'kk 

Statement on the cycloiu' in . Dis- 
cussion regarding—. J*ages 529-5.49. 

Mitrap the Hon*ble Mr. S. C.— 

C/ondolencc resolution rcganliiig the 
deini.se <>f — , Pr<*sident of the Bengal 
Legislative Oouncil, I'ages ,4794195. 

Momifi, Begum Hamida— 

Oral questions put by — in I'onnection 
with the further statement made by 
the Hon’ble Mr. P. N. Banerjee, 
Minister in charge of Revenue, re- 
garding cyclone situation in Midiia- 
pore. Pages 549-550. 

Speech by — on the demise of the 
Hon’ble Mr. S. 0. Mitra. Page 491. 

Speech by — on the amendments to the 
clauses of the Bengal (Rural) 
Primary Bklucation (Amendment) 
Bill, 1942. Page 430. 

Speech by — on the Chief Minister’ .s 

• statement regarding the general 
situation in the province. Pages 
303-305. 


Mookaribe, Mr. NarMh Nath-* 

F.nquiry by— as to the ground on which 
the Go\erniiient have not act'epted 
shoit'iiotice question regarding rice, 
sugar and jute. Page 178. 

Point of inloriiiation raisml by — re- 
garding a siiort-notice question about 
rue, sugar and jute. Page 178. 

IL'inarks madt' hy -in connection with 
a point ot privilege regarding an in- 
iid4'<|iiate aiisut'i'. Page 2r>il. 

IL'iiiarks by - in connection with the 
laic dclivcrv of order papers. Page 
128. * 

Sjiet'chcs and remarks hy - in connec- 
tion with the Bi'iigal (Rural) 
Priiimr\ hkliicalion "(Amendment) 
Bill, 1912. Pages 357. MA), im, 364, 
307. 

Spccih hy--on the aineiidmeiiis to the 
clauses of the Bengal (Rural) 
Primary Kdiicatioii (Amendment) 
Bill, 1912. ]*agi's 135-1.30. 

Speeches ami ohservat ions hy — on 
ilaiises oi till' Bt'iigal (Biiral) Pri- 
mal y Fducalioii (.Viiiciidiiient) Rill, 
1912. Pages 7)02, 511), 511-512, 513, 
511. 

Suggestion maih' hy * lor taking up 

amciidmciits ot tim same nature 
together tor quick disposal of 
luismess | in ( oiiiiccl ion with the 
Bengal (Bural) Primary Kdiication 
(Amcmlment) Bill, 1912]. Page 433. 

SiippIcuK'iitary cpicstion liy * on the 
ipicstion regarding the imlusl rialisa- 
tioM ot the country. Page 212. 

Supplementary (pu'stion hy on the 
question rcganlmg ri'slriction of 
pit<'. Pages 27-28. 

Supplementary qui'stioii by — on 

quest ioii n>gardnig quinine piuiitu- 
tioii of Bengal. Pagt' 75.' 

Supplementary question hy-un 

question regarding piirehase of rice 
by the Govern meiit. Pages 219-220. 

Supplementary qiu'st.iori liy— on the 
short-notiee qiuvstioii regarding the 
arrest of Mr. Kiron Sankar Roy, 
M.L.A. J*age 095. 

Mookerjli Dr. Radha Kumud— 

(^ui'stioii hy— regarding cyclone in 
Midiiapori'. J*ago 002. 

Short-notice (picKtion by— regarding 
the arrest of Mr. Kiron Sankar 
Roy, M.L.A. J’ages 091, 094, 095. 

Mookerjee, the Hon'ble Dr. By amt 
Prasad— 

Laying In^forn the Houbo the 
Appropriation Accounts for 1940 and 
Audit Report for 1942 by — . Page 
143. 

Reply by- -to the |K)int of information 
raised hy Mr. Humayun Kahir re- 
garding a Public Accounts Com- 
mittee for the* Upper House. Pages 
144-145. ^ 
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Motion for papors— 

Moved by Mr. Huniayun Kabir regard- 
ing Atharabari Shooting Case 
(llayerba/iar). Page d5(J. 

Motion under rule 112 of the rulee— 

Moved by Mr. Nur Abitusl regarding 
reeriiitiiKMit at least one lakh ol 
soldiers to defend India, in general, 
and Hengal, in particular, against 
the apjirehended enemy attaek. 
(A greyed to.) Pages 

Mov(‘d by Mr. Nnr Ahmed regarding 
modification or withdraw^il of rules 
and laws prohibiting the sale of salt 
mannfacd imcmI in coastal areas of 
Ilengal. (Agree.*!! to.) Jbiges ti27- 
(idO. 

Moslem Education— 

(,)neslion r(‘garding — Advi.sory Coni- 
mitlce. J*agcs 222*2‘2.*l. 

Mosque— 

QiH'stiun n‘garding — for the litigant 
public ol the Alipore Court. Pages 

Municipality- 

Question regarding r(‘asons for the 
snp«*rs(‘ssion of the Chittagong — . 
Pages ld7-lll. 

Muslim Girls — 

Qin'stion regarding higher (Mlneation 
for — . Pages 

Mymensingh— 

QiK'stion r(‘garding <*lection to the Dis- 
trict Hoard of — . Page's lOI-lOo. 

Non-ofhcial Resolution(s) — 

MovcmI hy Khan Bahadur Ataur 
Bahman regarding tlu' stoppage of 
the recurrence* of tlie* fleuid in the 
Kandi subdivisiem in the Miirshiel- 
abad district. (Withdrawn.) Pages 
()l(Mi4;l. 

Of Khan Bahadur Saiyed Miiazzam- 
iiddin Hosain regarding the nianu- 
faeturo of some of the article's wdiieh 
u.se'd to he* iiu|)e)rtee1 from Japan, 
(Jernian>, Italy, etc. (Lost e»n 
division 11 to 7.) J*ages 0117-640. 

llegareling manufacture of articles 
hitherto imported from Japan, 
CJermany and Italy. Pages 448-451. 

Regarding nit'asures for rn])id spread 
of edueaition of all sorts amongst the 
Muslim po])ulntion of Bengal. 
(.Agreed to.) Pages 440-448. 

Regarding dissemination of knowdedge 
about the nutritive value of a proiK*r 
diet. (.Agreed to.) Pages 120-130. 

Reganling the' release of Mr. vSarat 
(Jiandru Bose, M.L.A., from deten- 
tion in the Trichinopolv Jail. Pages 
124-126. 


Obituary Referene6(s)>- 

To the deaths of — 

(i) His Royal Highness the Duke 
of Kent. 

(ii) Maharaja Bahadur Sir Prodyot 
(Jooniar Tagore, K.CM.E. 

(ili) Sir Nalini Ranjan Chatterjee. 
(iv) Lt.-Col. Sir Heiirv Gidnev. 
Pages 15-17. 

To th(‘ death of Mr. llircndraiiath 
Datta. Pages 50-GO. 

Relereiice to the death of Khan 
Bahadur Syed Muhammafl Ghaziiil 
Huq, M.L.C. Pages 3.10-341. 

To the death of the Hon’hle Sir 
Muhammad Vakiih, Reforms Adviser 
to His Kxaltc'd Highness tin* Ni/ani 
of Hydc'rahad. l^age 087. ' 

To the demise of Rai Bahadur 
Manmatlni Natli Bo.se, M.L.f^ Page 

m. 

Ordinance, Bengal Turbulent Areas, 

1942 — 

Laid on the i-aldc* by the Hon’hle 
Holm* Minister. Page 51. 

Pal Choudhury, Mr. Ranajit— 

Speech hy— on the condolence* resolu- 
tion regarding thi* demise of the 
Hon'hle Mr. S. C. Milra. J'ages 382- 
383. 

(Question h>- regarding Rural Public 
Health Pnils ol Bengal. Page 28. 

Panel of Chairmen — 

Norn mail'd h\ .Mr. Presidc'iit for the 
currt'iit session. Page 51. 

Personation- 

Question regarding false* — at elections. 
Pages 133-1.34, 1()8-K)0. 

Point of information— 

Raised hy Raia Bahadur Bliupendra 
Narayan Sinha, of .\ashi[)ur, as to 
wlu'tiier ail Hon’hle Minister who 
was not a niemher of the Ppper 
Hou.se could preside over a seU'ct 
(‘onimittee on a Bill intrcKluced in 
that House. Page 570. 

Raised hy Mr. Lalit (3iandra Das ns 

to whether his short-noticc* question 
on the Midnaport' cyclone w’ould be 
an'*\M‘ied. Page' 41)0. 

Raised hy Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy 
as to w'ho permittc'd the machine- 
gunning of the people in the 

Krishnagar area. Page 321. 
Regarding a short-notice question 

about rice, sugar and jute by Mr: 
Naresli Nath .Mookherjee. J*age 178. 
Uiused by Mr. Humayiin Kabir regard- 
ing the J'uhlic Accounts Committee 
of the (’ouncil. Pages 143-145. 

Raisinl by Mr. Haniidul Huq Chow- 
dhury as to what steps have been 
taken by the (Government to punish 
the miscreant gangs of soldiers who 
had committed public ra^K* of w^omen, 
about 80 in number, in Noakhali. 
Page 321. 
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Point of order— 

JtaiHcd by Khan Uahadur Saiycd 
Muazzaniuddin Hosuin as io whether, 

. when a jiarty has been under- 
represented in a si'leot enininittee, 
the matter shoidd he dei'ided aeenrd- 
ioy: t(' the rules of the J louse, or h\ 
vote. Ihijze ISi). 

liaised by .Mr. Ilnmayun Kahir that 
Air. Ahiil Qiiasein's si'leet eommiUee 
motion on I he Itene.-d II oral Primary 
E<ln<'ation <Am*‘mhnent) Ihll, 
slionid In' nded oiil of order as ihe 
same does not (M>rreetl\ represent 
the different |)arties m the House. 
Pa^e 271. 

Raised l)N Khan Haliadur .Mninl Hamid 
('lu)ijdiniry as to wliether a Ministi'r 
<itln*r tliaii the Kmanci' .Minister is 
eonijH'teiil to pn'sc'iit (he .\ppropria- 
tion .Xicoiiiits .Old the .\ndii llepori. 
Pe^re 7(i. 

Raised In Khan llaliadiir Alnlnl Hamid 
(’howdlmry as to wliellier an 
lloii'l)!" Minisli'r not heimji. a inein- 
Ijer (>l a particular ('handx'r of the 
la'iiislal lire can prcsidi' (oi'r the 
delih(*rations o( a seh’ct conimitiee 
of that Cliaiiiher Paj^cs lltlll.d. 

]|ais(*d by Mr. Mesladimlilin .Miimnl 
Unit tlu' Opi^i'-ition had not been 
jjiiven their ipiota td memhers )no)M»r- 
tiomd t<i their strenetii on the select 
commit te<' ol the Ren<.i;al Hindu 
tVonien’s Riy:hts to .V«^rleultnral 
Land Rill. PHI. Pa;:e |S7. 

RaisefI by Mr. Ilamidiil Hu(j Chow- 
dhuin on the motion toj‘ considera- 
tion of the R''njj:;5d (Rural) Primary 
* Kducatioii ( .Xmi'iidment ) Rill, RM‘i, 
that till' same could not he taken up 
on the day ii i\as laid on the table. 

Ihi^re 2:11. 

Raised In .Mr. Lalit Cbamiia Das as to 
wliether an llon’lih’ .Ministi'r shonhl 
he alloucd to he crcrsN-eNamim'd 
especiall.N in a maltj r aliieli is .>uh 
mdu I', I’a^c -1 It), 

'Raised h\ .Mr. Laid t'liandra Das as to 
whether an lloii’bh* .Minister eonid 
reply to a ((Ues.ion in respect of a 
matter a Inch is admittedly si/b 
iudirr. Pajic H7. 

Point of privilege — 

Raised by Mr. Hamidul Hih| Chow- 
•' dhury in I’nnneetion with the reply to 
a cpiestion ^iven hv the Hon’hle 
Nawah Rahadnr of Dacca rejiardinj; 
food-sujiply. (Quantity of rice jmr- 
ehtised by Government.) Pa^cs 251- 
25.^). 

Raised by Mr. .1. R. Ross that the 
House oiiRht to i^et adequate notice 
- of the husiiiesN whirh is to he dis- 
cussed , not after the date has 
elapseil but, before ii is due to he 
. discussed. Pai»:e .’lot. 

Police excesses — 

Statement by the Hon’hle Leader of 

* the House rotjardiuK alleged— in Hie 
Ralurghat subdivision. Pap;cs 674- 
678 . 


Poiitieat disturbances— 

Question rejiardinj^—diiriiij^ Anjj:ust, 
1942. Pap' 688. 

President, Mr.— 

Consent jjiven by — for the lireulation 
of the (’hief .Minister’s statement on 
the general situation in the Proviiico 
before its actual delner\. PajJCe 82. 

Date fixed by lor rec'civinj.*; nomina- 
tions lor tlie Committee' of Privilejies. 
Pa^e .hi. 

Disallou aiiee h> - cd the pr 'seiita t ion 
of the A’ pidpnaiicm .\ceoiints and 
the .\udit Report heinij; mach> hy a 
Aliinsjcr ollic'r than the I''iiiam*e 
Alinister unh'ss li<‘ \ras authorised hy 
the Governor to do so. Pane 76. 

Nomination made by to the Library 
Committee. Pa^c* .‘‘•2. 

Nomination made hv to the' Committee 
on Petitions. Pajii* 52. 

Nomination made hv to the House 
( 'ommittcM'. Pai.:e 52. 

Observation hy that the opinion of 

the .\dv oeah'-Gi'in'ral is not hindiiiK 
on tlu‘ Cliair. 'I’lu' House’ was tei In* 
Rinded hv its own rides and statute 
and not by anv pn'ct'deni or ilie 
opinion ol an\ le"-:!! «•^p('ri. Piiire 

112 . 

Observations made' by in eonneetion 
with a point ol ordc'i* as to vvlndher 
a non*im‘mlM'r Minisp'r could preside 
oyer the' se‘li‘e*t committi'e of the 
rpper House*. Paj^e II. ‘1. 

Ohse'i’vation hy tliat llu' Cliair will 

not ae-eept any short-iiot iei' aim*nd- 
im*nl ed wliieh ev t'li a copy has not 
h(*<*n snpplu'd to it. I*ae,e I 19. 

Observation hy that as Ihe Ren^al 

Aif.Meiilt oral De'btors (Se'cetml .Vm(*nd- 
mi'iit) Rill, 1912, was a ve'iy short 
out', if tln*re was no objeM-lMin, it 
would !>(' takim up, l•lae^,'•c by elaiisi*, 
immediat»‘!y. Pajj;<' 77. 

Observation by that il the' opposition 
stuck to tiieir object ion to take* up 
(lu* third r(>adin^ ol a Rill imme- 
eliate'lv alt<*r the sccemd reading was 
finislie'cl, he* e-oiild md allow the 
motion tliat tiu’ Riil !k* passed to h<> 
moved. Pane' 79. 

Observation by-- d hat Hon’lde Minis- 
ters iiniHt jjeive the information asked 
fi>r nnli'ss ii he ajiiainhl tin* jmhlic 
interest to do so. Paul* 2.5, 

Ohsc'rvation by- that in a quostion 
lieujon ruble inemh<*rs may ask only 
for information and riothifiii; else. 
Pajre 2.5. 

Observation by that the form of a 
(piestion must not he ai’iiumentative 
r»r meant to I'rosK-evamine an 
Hon'hb* Minister. Pa^e 25. 

Oh'.ei’vation by- -that the (Hiair is 
hound to accept the* staif*nient of an 
Hon’ble MinisL*r iiidess it is refuted 
hy evidence. Page 49. 

Panel of (’hairmen for the ensuing 
session nominatt*d hy — . Page 53, 
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Frtsiflent, Mr.— concW. 

Remarks b 5 [— that as there was no 
previous intimation about the pre- 
sentation of the Report on the 
Appropriation Accounts, copies 
thereof were not brought in the 
Chamber and therefore no presenta- 
tion could be made that day. Page 
108. 

Ruling by that if an adjournment 
motion offends against the rule of 
anticipation, it is the (^hair’s duty 
to disallow it. Page .51. 

Primary education— 

Question by Mr. Nur Ahmed regarding 
district schew)! boards for — . Pages 
19-21. 

Procedure— 

Point of order r<’garding the— to be 
adopted in regard to the amend- 
ments tab1e<l to the Chief Minister’s 
statement on tin' giuieral situation in 
the province. Pages 148-1.51. 

Procedure rules— 

Reference' of projiosed amendments to 
the Ih'ngal liegislsitivo Council —to a 
(Vimmittee, regarding Committee on 
Public Accounts. Pages lOG, 108, 
109. 

Profiteering— 

Question regarding jmniRliiiioiit for—. 
l*age 220. 

Prohibition- 

Question regiirdiiig — . Pages 10.5-107. 

Publlo Aocounts Committee- 

Question regarding examination of 
Proviiieial Hnance by the — . Pages 
229-2;i0. 

Public Burial grounds— 

Question regarding — . Page .‘14. 

Public Health- 

Question bv— regarding the Director 
of—. Page 176. 

Question reganlitig improvement of the 
Rural — Units. Pages 28-29. 

Purina Thana Mosquo— 

Adjournment motion regarding allow- 
ing a priKHissiun with music to pass 
the — at Kisboreganj. Pages 667-672. 

Quisem, Khan Sahib Abui — 

Amendments moved by — to the clauses 
of the Bengal (Rural) Primary 
Education (Amendment) Bill, 1942. 
Pages ;166-:169, 474-477, 481-484. 

Amendments moyc<l and speeches made 
by — on the clauses of the Bengal 
(Rural) Primary hklucation (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1942. Pages 620, 621, 
622 . 


Quaitm, Khan Miih Ahvi— confd. 

Arguments adduced by — in support of 
his adjournment motion regarding 
orders allowing a procession with 
music to pass the Purana Thana 
Mosque at Kishoreganj. Pages 667- 
669. 

Complaints made by — in connection 
with question of the Ilon’ble Nawab 
Bahadur, of Dacca, that Hon'ble 
Ministers do not pay any attention 
to the business of the Council. Pages 
(>()9 ()10. 

Motion moved by — that the Bengal 
( Rural ) Primary Education 

(Amendment) Bill, 1942, be referred 
to a Select 4’ommittec. P^ges 270- 
271. 

Question put by — to the Hon’blp Mr. 
]*. N. Banerjee in connection with 
tb(‘ adjournment motion mined by 
Mr. Nur Ahmed regarding feeding 
arningcments for the Muslim 
evacuees from Arakan, who have 
arrived at Chittagong. Ibigc 544. 

Query by — in connection with the 
furtlier statement made by the 
Hoirble Mr. P. N. Banerjee, Minis- 
ter-in-cliarge of Revenue, regarding 
Hood situation in Midnapore. Pages 
,5.50, 551. 

Reasons given by — in sujijiort of bis 
adjournment motion regarding the 
imprec(‘dent(‘d. iinprojuT and illegal 
conduct of tne Bengal Ministry in 
allowing travelling allow'aiices to be 
drawn by jiarty members Ironi piibln* 
funds lor attending jiarly meetings, 
etc. Pages 19-,50. 

Remarks by — in connection with the 
lloirbli* Minister’s motion tor re- 
circulation of I he Bengal Ilrban 
Poor Relief Bill. 1010, wdiirb w’as 
niovi'd for reference to a Select C’om- 
iniilcc. J*ages 10()-107. 

Remarks by — in connection with the 
Rayerba/.ar looiing case. Page 415. 

Remarks by — in connection with the 
adiournmeiit motion regarding the 
police firing at Kishoreganj. Pages 
16.5-166, 471. 

Remarks by — in connection with the 
statement ot the Hon’ble Home 
Minister regarding jMdice firing 
incident at Kishoreganj. Pages 61.5- 
616. 

Speech by — on the motion for circula- 
tion of the Bengal (Rural) Primary 
hklucatioii (Amendment) Bill, 1942, 
as passed by the Assemblv. Pages 
261, 264-266, 267. 

Speeches by — on the amendments to the 
Bengal (Rural) Primary Education 
(Amendment) Bill, 1042. Pages ^9- 
^ 161 . • 

Speech by— on th^ Chief Ministeri^ 
statement on the general situation in 
the province. Pages 1.5.5-1.57. 

Stieeches by — on the amendments to 
the clauses of the Bengal (Runkl) 
Primarv Education (Amendment) 
Bill, 1942. Pa^es 431-432. 



INDEX. 


xxvii 


Roy Chowdhury, Mr. Krishna Chandra-- 

concld 

Spoecii by — oil the demise of the 
Hoii’ble Mr. S. C. Mitra. Pages 384- 
386. 

bufipJeiiJentary quesfioii by — on the 
(lUestion regarding restriction ot 
jute. Page 27. 

RulingCs)— 

By Mr. J)o|iiity President tliat ii a 
Select Ooinnntt«*e motion militated 
against rule 5(> of the RuU‘s of tlie 
House, it was out of order and could 
not hi> moved. Pages 

Givt ‘11 by Mr. J)eputy President that a 
Select <"onimitt(ie motion which was 
not drawn up m accordance with the 
respiM-tive party strengtiis w as out 
of order. Page 275. 

By Mr. Defuity President that the 
word “dishonest" is not parliamen- 
tary. Page 322. 

By Mr. Deputy President on an 
adjournment motion regarding th«* 
District Magistrati‘’s order allowing 
a procession with music to pass the 
Purana Thaiia Mosque at Kishore- 
ganj. Pages T)71-(j72. 

By Mr. I)<‘puty Presidmit on the point 
ot order raised in connection wiili 
till* adjoiiriiincrit motion regarding 
Kishoreganj firing. Pages ()(55-()67. 

Roy, Mr. Kiron Sankar, M.L.A.— 

Short-notKt* que^tion regarding the 
arrest ot Mr. — . Pages 664-605. 

%alt and fishery industries— 

Que'^tion regarding — h,\ Mr. Niir 
Ahmed. Pages 267-20H. 

^anyal, Mr. Sachindra Narayan— 

Question hy — regarding se<-unt> pri- 

' soiiers in Bengal. Pages iU7-.44H. 

Oral (jnestion jmt hy — in eoninstion 
with the further '^tau*ment madi* hy 
the Hon'ble Mr. Pramatha Nath 
Banerjee, M muster in charge ot 
Kevenue, n‘garding flood situation 
in Midmipore, Page .551. 

Speech by — on tlie special motion n*- 
latuig to the Chief Minister’s state- 
ment on the present situation in the 
province. Pages 245-246. 

Speec.‘h by — on the demise ot tin* 
Hou'ble' Mr. S. C. Mitra. Page 3H6 

Speech by — on the demise ol Rai 
Bahadur Manmatha Natb Bose, 
M.DlC. Page 401. 

Boholarthips— 

Question regarding — for Muslims. 
Pages 255*2.5/ . 

lecurity prisoners— 

Question regarding number of — . 
Page.s 347-349. 


Sen, Rei sahib Jatmdra Mohan— 

Enquiry by — in coniu'ction with the 
Balurghat incident statement to be 
made i>y tin* Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 
M. Abdul Karim. Page 6lS. 

Utheial iiiloniuitiou wanted hy — on 
cerlaiii incidents at Moradaiiga and 
Sitaldauga and looting ol properties 
and sluMitmg of 3 sihedulcil caste 
Hindus in Balurghat, Dinujpur. 
Pages 47.‘M74. 

Question hy — r»‘garding dislnrhain'es 
at JJiianga, Kandpiir. P/ig/'s 655- 
<)56. 

Question hv— n'gardiug evacuation ot 
tlu‘ civil population in Calcutta. 
J*age 6(>.‘t. 

Question hy— n>gardiiig promotion ot 
assistants of tin* excise shops us 
licensers. J*age 492. 

QiU'stion and siippieni«‘ntaru*s by — rt'- 
garding leave lor the assistants ot 
Excise shrjps. Pages 491-492. 

Question hy — regarding salt and sugar 
industry. Page 6S9. 

Remarks hy — in ('onmx'tioii with the 
business h(>tore the House. Pages 
468-469. 

Heuiarks h\ — on the statement by the 
Hon hie Leader ol tin* House regard- 
ing alleged pohe»> excesses in the 
Haliirgliat sulxlivision. Pagivs 67.4- 
ti/4, 676-678, 

Bt‘)^ark^ made and questions put hy 
—III coimection with the lurllieV 
stafeinenl made .hv the Hon’ble Mr. 

I r.'iniatlia Nath jhinerii*i>, Minister 
III <'liarg»* oi l{evenue, Vt'garding 
cvcl<Mie situation in Midnanore. 
Page 548. ' 

Spee/ h hv — on the demise ol Bai ifahiir- 
diir .Manmatha Nath Bose, M LO 
I’age 49.4. 

Speech hN— on the (hmise ot the 
Hoii’hle Mr .S. (’. Milra. ,49.4. 

Si»eech h,\--fui the third reading ol tin* 
Bengal (Bural) Primary Education 
(Amendment) Bill, 1942. Pages 710- 


speech hy — on the le.solution n^gardmg 
hmlg»‘t ju’ovision lor small irnga- 
tional projects togi'UuT with an 
nmemiment thereon. I'ages 644-645. 

Spct‘cli hy~on the .sfiecial motion r/*- 
gardiiig nmdificatinn or withdrawal 
ot njle.s and laws prohihiting tin* salt* 
ol salt maiiiilactured in coastal areas 
ot Bengal. Page 6:40. 

Speech iriad/^ by— on the statement of 
the Hon’ble Mr. Pramatha Nath 
Banerjee regarding flmid and cyclone 
situation in Miduaporo and 24-Par- 
ganas. (NVe Mr. Nur Ahmed’s ad- 
journment motion on the subject.) 
Pages 548-539. ' 


bpeech made by — on the adjournment 
motion tabli^ by Mr. Nur Ahmed 
on the Midnapore cyclone. Pago 
495. 
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Itii, Rii tabift ^atinbra tMmf^oncid, 

Bupplementary queation by — regarding 
imposition of collective fines. Pages 
579, 583. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
air raids in Bengal. Page 410. 

Sinha, Raja Bhupendra Narayan Baha* 
dur, of Nashipur^ 

Complaint made by — that since 194041 
s<‘veral questions by honourable mem- 
bers have still remained unanswered. 
Page 2H5. 

Enquiry by — as to when the Hon’ble 
Minist<*r in charge of Communica- 
tioMh and VVork.s Departnaeiit would 
make his proriuwHl reply to his que.s- 
tion regarding railway accidents. 
Pages 492-493. 

Obituary reterence hy — to the d«‘ath of 
Khan Bahadur Syed Muhammad 
Oliaziul Huq, M.L.C. Page 341. 

Observation by — in connection with the 
.adjournment motion regarding the 
police firing at Kishoreganj. Page 
470. 

Oral question hy — in connection with 
the lurther statement made by the 
Hon’hle Mr. Pramatha Nath Baner- 
jee. Minister in charge of Revioiiie, 
regal ding eyelone situation in Mid* 
n a port'. Page 549. 

Point of information hy — regarding his 
Bill on the Hindu Hcdigious KndoAV- 
merit — notice tor reterenee to a 
Select CVmirnittee. Pagi* 554. 

Point of (jrd(‘r raised by — in eoiintK*- 
tion with the discussion ot the 
tiKurious Loans (Bengal Amondment) 
Bill, 1940, moved hy Mr. Niir 
Ahmed. Page 500. 

t^uestion hy — regarding lailw.iy acci- 
dents in Bengal from January, 1941 
to July, 1942. Page 41. 

Oucstioii by — logardiiig Hisp mi >1011 ot 
train services on certain braiielu-.s ot 
tlu' East liuli.nn Railway. J*age 222. 

i^uestion by — regarding iinpo^itivui ot 
col le( five tines. Pages r)7H..*)79, '^2. 

l^iU’stioii by — regarding number, etc., 
ot air raids 111 Bi ngal. Pages 409, 
411. 

Question liy — regarding evacu^.ion ot 
the civil population of Cah*utla. 
Page 003. 

Speecli by — on the rt*solution r< gard- 
ing budg<‘t provision lor sinaO irn- 
gntioiial projects. Pages G4‘)-040. 

8pet‘cli by — on the demise of Rai 
Maninathu Xath Bose Bahadur, 
M.L.C. Pages 4(K)-4U1. 

Speech by — on the condolence resolu- 
tion regarding the demise of the 
Hon’hle Mr. S. C. Mitru, Pages 3sl- 
382. 

Speech by — on the Chief Minister’s 
statement . regarding the general 
situation in the province. Pages 
308-313. 

Supplementary question by — on ques- 
tion regarding retirement of qui- 
nine for Bengal. Page 229. 


Bingh Roy, Sir BI|oy Pratatf- 

Obituary reference bv-r-id the death 
of Khan Bahadur aired Muhammad 
Ghaziul' Huq, M.L.C. Page 340. 

Observation m^e by — that the prac- 
tice has hithetio been for the Chair 
to consult ^ Ibeader of the (Opposi- 
tion in decidiitt about the siftings of 
the House. Pages 208, 204. 

R^uest made by— to Mr. Ifainidul Huq 
Cmowdhury to drop his privilege, 
motion arising out of an inadwieate’ 
answer given by the Hon’ble Agricul- 
ture Minister regarding food .supply. 
Page 255. 

Request made by — for circulation 
among members of copies of the 
Hon’ble. Chief Aatement 

on th<‘ general situation in pro- 
vince bet ore it was rt‘ad tmt. Pago 

^ 82 . 

Speeeb by — on the spwial nmfion le- 
iatiiig to the Chief Minister’s stati'- 
ment on the general situation in fh^ 
province. Pag<*s 23H-243. 

Speeches by — on the amcndmimts to 
the Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa- 
tion (Amendment) Bill, 194!^. Pages 
3o(>-357. 


opeeen oy — on tne eondolence rc.^tlu- 
tion regarding thv demise of • the 
^ Hon’ble Mr. S. C. Mitra. Page 383. 
Speeches by — on tliy amendments to 
the clauses of thi Bengal (Rujal) 
Primary fMueation (AmeiuJuKmt) 
^ Bill, 1942. Pages 431, 43G437. 
Speech made by— on the clauses of 
the Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa- 
tion (Amendment) Bill. 1942. Pag^ 
525. 


Speeches hy — on the clauses (.f tht?^. 
Bengal (Rural) Primary Education 
(Amendment) Bill, 1942. Pages 595. 
512-^13, 514. 


Speech hy — on the third reijiding of the- 
Bengal (RuraB Primary Echieation 
(Amendment) Bill, 1942. Pages 792- 


Siiggostion by — to bold ovtT the 
answiTing of questions if an Hoii'ble 
Minister answering 'on behalf of Ins 
colleagues tails to answer supplemen- 
tary questions properly and ade- 
quately. Pages 348-:449.‘ 

Suggestion made by— that tbo bisiner^ 
o1 the House may be suspended for 
19 minutes to discuss j/rivately the 
suggestion that a uou-official d'av be 
used to discuss the Chief ^finister’s 
statement regarding the general 
situation in the provijico. Pages 
286-287. 

Suppelementary question bv-xm the 
ciiieslion regarding restriction of jute. 
Pages 27-28. • 

Supplementary question hv-- on ques- 
tion regarding release cf Mr. &arat 
Chandra Bose, M.L.A. Pages 644)6. 
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